
Death Notices

RE: Communications, Information Technology and News Media
(Expires when the State of Emergency is lifted by the State of Michigan)

To Law Enforcement & Emergency Services Personnel:

The bearer of this letter is employed by The Independent Newsgroup. Both President Trump’s 
National Emergency Orders and state and local shelter-in-place orders exempt essential services 
including News Media.

This letter verifies the essential nature of the bearer’s duties and is not intended in any way to 
encroach upon the authority and laws of state and local governmental authorities. This designation 
is only meant to address travel to and from work assignments. If you need to verify the bearer’s 
employment and that s/he is currently on assignment with The Independent Newsgroup, please 
contact Michael Flores 989-541-1251 or 989-277-7310.

Sincerely yours,

Michael Flores
Owner/Publisher
1907 W. M-21
Owosso, MI 48867

March 23, 2020

The following information 
was updated Wednesday, Nov. 24.

Timothy “Tim” L. Zwick, 62, of Ovid, passed Tuesday, 
June 29. A celebration of life was Saturday, Nov. 20.

Robb “Robbie” C. Coleman, 32, of Lansing, passed Monday, 
Nov. 8. A memorial service was Sunday, Nov. 21.

Nellie Mae Kershaw, 80, of Swartz Creek, passed Monday, 
Nov. 15. Funeral services were Monday, Nov. 22.

Dorothy A. Lafata, 98, of Swartz Creek, passed Monday, 
Nov. 15. Private family services were planned.

Kenny L. Hopkins, 66, of Owosso, passed Tuesday, 
Nov. 16. Cremation has taken place.

Franklin E. Ashbaker, 87, of Chapin Twp., passed Tuesday, 
Nov. 16. Funeral services were Tuesday, Nov. 23.

Veronica L. Robinson, 69, of Owosso, passed Tuesday, 
Nov. 16. Funeral services were Monday, Nov. 22.

Suzzanne M. (Brown) Kapture, 78, of Swartz Creek, passed 
Tuesday, Nov. 16. Funeral services were Tuesday, Nov. 23. 

Donald L. Hutchinson Jr., 59, of Ovid, formerly of Bay City, 
passed Tuesday, Nov. 16. A memorial service will be at 
1 p.m., Friday, Dec. 3 at Smith Family Funeral Homes, 
St. Louis.

Patricia A. Samuelson, 83, of Gaines Twp., passed 
Wednesday, Nov. 17. Funeral services were Tuesday, 
Nov. 23.

Marsha S. Stewart, 76, of Howe, IN, born in Owosso, passed 
Wednesday, Nov. 17. Funeral services were Saturday, Nov. 20.

Cheryl A. Blanks, 74, of Owosso, passed Wednesday, Nov. 17. 
No services will be held at this time.

Renee M. Spillane, 70, of Durand, passed Wednesday, Nov. 17. 
No services will be held.

Mary Murphy, 76, of Vernon, passed Thursday, 
Nov. 18. Funeral services were Monday, Nov. 22.

Roger Eiseler, 80, of Owosso, passed Thursday, Nov. 18. A 
private celebration of life was planned.

Fidelis “Faye” Vincke, 95, of Maple Grove, passed Thursday, 
Nov. 18. A Mass of the Resurrection was Monday, Nov. 22.

Mary L. Shafer, 91, of Owosso, passed Friday, 
Nov. 19. A memorial service will be at 6:30 p.m., Saturday, 
Nov. 27 at Watkins Brothers Funeral Homes, Owosso.

John Gould, 75, of Chesaning, passed Saturday, Nov. 20. 
Funeral services were Wednesday, Nov. 24.

Helga R. Newman, 83, of St. Johns, formerly of Ovid, passed 
Saturday, Nov. 20. No services are planned.

Patrick J. Hurst Sr., 67, of Laingsburg, passed Saturday, Nov. 20. 
A Mass of Christian burial was Friday, Nov. 26.

Eugene C. Morey, 78, of Morrice, passed Saturday, Nov. 20. 
Cremation has taken place.

Barbara A. Newbauer, 84, of Swartz Creek, passed Sunday, 
Nov. 21. A private Funeral Mass was celebrated.

Robert K. Ochodnicky, 85, of Owosso, passed Sunday, Nov. 21. 
Funeral services were Wednesday, Nov. 24.

Angela L. (Aldrich) Lawrence, 71, of Ovid, passed Sunday, 
Nov. 21. A celebration of life will be held later.

Eugene “Gene” D. Lingo Sr., 79, of Owosso, passed Monday, 
Nov. 22. He will be laid to rest at Great Lakes National 
Cemetery.

Glenna C. Ray, 87, of Owosso, passed Monday, Nov. 22. 
Arrangements are pending.

Timothy Shotrosky, 71, of Chesaning, passed Tuesday, Nov. 23. 
Arrangements are pending.

Barbara J. Coffey, 81, of Owosso, passed Tuesday, 
Nov. 23. Arrangements are pending.


