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      THE MAJESTIC PERE MARQUETTE 1225 left Owos-
so from the Steam Railroading Institute on Saturday morning, 
Nov. 20 for the first North Pole Express excursion since 2019. A 
number of local and some non-local people were in attendance to 
see the popular locomotive leave Owosso for the village of Ashley.
   The Pere Marquette stands well over 14 feet tall, is 101 feet 
long and is listed on the National Register of Historic Struc-
tures. It was built in 1941 and today remains one of the most 
unique and impressive pieces of railroading history to be 
found – and it is still operational.
   Organizers at the Steam Railroading Institute in Owosso 
want to remind people to stand at least 25 feet away from the 
railroad tracks and do not try to come in close proximity to 
the locomotive during these excursions. Railroad property is 
private property.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
See a Related Photo Inside

     CREST MARINE PRESIDENT PAT MAY dis-
cussed the economic positivity associated with the 
planned expansion of the Owosso Charter Town-
ship manufacturer on Monday, Nov. 22.
   May is committed to continuing to invest in 
Owosso Charter Township and also to invest in 
the community.
   Crest Marine is set for a 5,400-square-foot ex-
pansion, which will create 100 new jobs, despite 
pandemic limitations.
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         GOVERNOR GRETCHEN WHITMER toured 
Crest Marine in Owosso Charter Township on Mon-
day, expressing her support of the new expansion of 
the Michigan-based pontoon manufacturer.
   The project was awarded a $425,000 Business 
Development Program performance-based grant 
from the Michigan Strategic Fund and Owos-
so Charter Township has offered 50-percent tax 
abatement toward the project, too.
   “This is great news for workers, their families 
and our economy as we continue our economic 
jumpstart and put Michigan back to work,” Whit-
mer shared, via an emailed statement. “With the 
help of companies like Crest Marine, we can build 
back our state’s economy stronger than ever.”

(Independent Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)

Crest Marine Demonstrates 
an Economic Positive 

During Lengthy Pandemic
by Karen Mead-Elford, editor

   Governor Gretchen Whitmer joined a group of state, 
business and township officials on Monday afternoon, 
Nov. 22 in recognition of Crest Marine’s expansion at its Owosso Charter Township facility. Whitmer was on 
hand to thank the pontoon manufacturer for investing in Michigan, creating new jobs for Michiganders and 
highlighting Michigan’s manufacturing industry.
   Crest President Pat May took a moment to thank Shiawassee Economic Development Partnership President/
CEO Justin Horvath for being “an excellent conduit at SEDP for connecting private companies up with support.”
   “A lot of times people will ask me, well, why are you investing in Owosso?” May shared. “Well, certainly 
we invest in the plant and equipment to make these great pontoon boats, but we also invest in processes. 

Continued on Page 3

Gov. Whitmer Announces 100 New Jobs and $1 Million 
Capital Investment from Crest Marine Expansion

Former County Assistant Prosecutor 
Charged with Drunk Driving

   Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel 
announced on Tuesday, Nov. 23 that former 
Shiawassee County Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney Christopher Brown is now facing 
misdemeanors for arriving to work under the 
influence of alcohol and possession of two 
firearms while under the influence.
   Nessel’s office shared the case came to 
them from a special prosecutor request out of 
Shiawassee County. The statement from the 
Michigan Attorney General’s office states, 

Continued on Page 2(File Photo)

Giving Tuesday is Nov. 30. Visit raiseUPshiawassee.org. Toys for Tots List Inside ...
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Former County Assistant Prosecutor 
Charged with Drunk Driving
Continued from Page 1

“At the beginning of August, then Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney (APA) Christopher Brown arrived at his office 
nearly two hours after being due in court for a closing ar-
gument and admitted to being under the influence. Brown 
subsequently blew a .113 during a preliminary breath test 
(PBT) and later a blood draw indicated a blood alcohol 
concentration of .143 grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters 
of blood. A subsequent search of his vehicle revealed he 
also had two loaded firearms with him.”
   Brown is now charged in Shiawassee County’s 66th 
District Court with the following: one count of operating 
under the influence of alcohol, a 93-day misdemeanor – 
and two counts of possession of a firearm by a person un-
der the influence, also 93-day misdemeanors. 
   Brown waived his arraignment set for early Tuesday 
morning. The next appearance is an in-person pretrial 
hearing scheduled in front of Judge Ward L. Clarkston at 
8:30 a.m., Monday, Dec. 13.
   “Those who swear to uphold the law must adhere to its 
principles,” Nessel said. “My office stands ready to hold 
accountable anyone who fails to abide by their oath.”
   Following Brown’s arrest on Wednesday, Aug. 4 by the 
Shiawassee County Sheriff’s Office, Shiawassee County 
Prosecutor Scott Koerner indicated his office would be 
disqualified from any prosecution and a request for a spe-
cial prosecutor was filed with the Attorney General to de-
termine appropriate legal action and/or charges.
   Brown was terminated from the prosecutor’s office upon 
his arrest. Bond was posted soon after.

Shiawassee County 
Saves $800,000 Through 

Healthcare Reform
County Officials Pleased 

to Share Results
   At the Wednesday, Nov. 17 Shiawassee County 
Committee of the Whole meeting, Shiawassee County 
Administrator Dr. Brian Boggs shared with the board a 
letter from 44th North detailing healthcare savings as a re-
sult of changes in funding strategies adopted by the board 
over the last year. 
   Dr. Boggs shared the following via a press release, “Prior 
to 2021, the county contracted directly with Blue Cross for 
a self-funded employee healthcare plan. However, through 
the board’s leadership, the County brought in 44 North – 
one of the state’s only dually licensed third party adminis-
trators and brokers – to setup a high deductible plan, with 
the deductible paid for by the County, and change how 
prescription drugs are filled. There was no change to cov-
erage for the employees and the results have been realized 
as $800,000 in savings over the course of the year.” 
   The letter from 44 North Vice President John O’Connor 
stated, “Since deploying a different funding strategy for 
the medical portion of your benefit offering and imple-
menting a high-cost prescription management program, I 
am pleased to report positive results. Both strategies are 
performing at budget with a reduction of spending on your 
benefits of $800,000 for the 2021 plan year. Please keep 
in mind this is without changing from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield medical, not changing benefits levels and, in some 
cases, lowering the out-of-pocket cost for prescriptions for 
your employees. In the end, the result is a lower cost for 
the county, as well as lower cost shares for employees for 
health insurance.”

   Shiawassee County Chair Greg Brodeur (R-Dist. 2) stat-
ed, “I couldn’t be more pleased with the results of these 
changes. Excellent coverage maintained for our valued 
employees and a savings of nearly a million dollars a year 
for the taxpayers. Congratulations and thank you to all the 
people who are working to find solutions like this to our 
county’s precarious financial solution.”
   Finance Chair and Commissioner John Plowman (R-Dist. 
7) stated, “This is part of our long term strategy to make 
sound fiscal changes to the county without impacting the 
benefits of our valued employees. Dr. Boggs and I worked 
on this plan with 44 North for several months before 
rolling it out to make sure there would be a substantial 
savings to the county without any adverse effects for the 
employees.” 
   The Shiawassee County Committee of the Whole meet-
ing referencing this information is available on YouTube.

Owosso Contemplates Revoking 
Tax Breaks on Wesener Building

by Karen Mead-Elford, editor

   During the Monday, Nov. 15 Owosso City Council 
meeting, council members set two public hearings for the 
Monday, Dec. 6 meeting at 7:30 p.m. to consider rescind-
ing tax breaks on the Wesener Building on N. Washington 
Street. The hearings are to gather input regarding an 
Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate 
(OPRA) approved in 2013 and a Brownfield plan approved 
in 2010 (with amendments in 2010, 2011 and 2013). Both 
tax breaks involved incentivizing redevelopment of the 
1886 Wesener Building, following a fire in July 2007.
   The two public hearing items were part of the consent 
agenda, so did not require council dialogue for approval. 
   In 2011, Dave and Dianne Acton purchased the building. 
Dave Acton was on hand for the Monday evening meeting 
to offer his rationalization for continuing the tax breaks.

Continued on Page 4

DeweysTradingPost.biz

Dewey’s Trading Post
                    MAPLE RAPIDS • 989-682-4158

Bridge Card • VISA • Mastercard • Discover
American Express • Debit Card

Mon.-Sat. 8am-7pm, 
Closed Sunday

Prices Good for week of 
Nov. 29-Dec. 4, 2021

and see our WEEKLY Specials!

Whole “Select” 
New York Strips
$599 lb.

13 lb. avg. 
Cut Free!

Combo 
Roast
$349 lb.

Fresh 10# Bags
Leg 1/4s
$699 A Bag

Get Your Double Smoked 
Christmas Hams ORDERED

$399 lb. 13 lb. avg.

Whole Boneless

Pork Loins
9 lb. avg. Cut Free! 

$219 lb.

1/2 pg
11-28-21
K

Our Own Fresh Brats
Polish, Sweet Italian 
or Jalapeno 

$499 lb.
Our Own Fresh Bulk
Maple Sausage 

$299 lb.

Our Own Fresh 
Breakfast 
Link 
Sausages

2 
Flavors 

$349 lb.

Choice Boneless 

Patio Steak
$499 lb.

Choice Fresh 

Stew Meat
$599 lb.

Butterfly 

Pork Chops
$299 lb.

Choice Boneless 

Arm Roast
$399 lb.

BRING IN YOUR 
BONELESS VENISON & 

HAVE SAUSAGES MADE!

Our Own Smoked 
Roasted Sausage
$799 lb.

Large Horn Colby/
Co-Jack Cheese
$499 lb.

Koegels 2.5# Jar Red Hots/
Pickled Bologna
$1399
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Crest Marine Demonstrates 
an Economic Positive 
During Lengthy Pandemic   
Continued from Page 1

We think we’re very good at that … We invest, certainly 
and most importantly, in people. We believe in the human 
capital element here at Crest. We’ve got a very competitive 
wage structure that we offer and we have a lot of skilled 
trades here on the grounds. We have a safety element to 
it all to make sure everyone goes home better than they 
showed up – and we have a culture of mutual respect. 
So, we really are striving to be the Shiawassee employer 
of choice.”
   “Crest Marine is a Michigan business that’s been crit-
ical to the economic fabric of Shiawassee County and 
Owosso Charter Township for nearly 65 years,” Gov. 
Whitmer stated after a tour of the facility. “It’s a shin-
ing example of what it means to invest and grow along-
side of a community. After decades of operation, they’ve 
been employing over 300 Michiganders and become the 
largest manufacturer in the county. They continue their 
bottom line success with a commitment of giving back to 
this community.”
   She added, “Today, they are building on community 
commitment by building right here in Owosso with the 
construction of an additional 5,400-square-foot facility. 
This new facility will help Crest Marine expand produc-
tion from 2,500 to 3,000 boats in 2022 alone, while invest-
ing up to $1.7 million in the community.”
   Whitmer thanked the pontoon maker for believing in 
community, creating good paying jobs and “continuing to 
lead in the recreation space.”
   “Who doesn’t look at these products and think about 
fun Michigan summers, springs and long falls?” she 
asked, focusing on Michigan’s travel and tourism indus-
tries. Boating has a $7.8 billion annual economic impact 

Continued on Page 6

Covenant 
Eyes Named 
Among Top 

Michigan 
Workplaces 

   In its first year compet-
ing, Covenant Eyes won 
second place in the Detroit 
Free Press Top Michigan 
Workplace competition in 
the mid-size division. The 
Detroit Free Press named 
a total of 175 companies 
and organizations as the 
best places to work in the 
Great Lakes State. The 
competition included three 
divisions: small (50-149 em-
ployees), mid-size (150-499 
employees) and large (500+ 
employees).
   Covenant Eyes CEO Ron 
DeHaas told the Detroit Free 
Press that developing a culture of care is what sets the 
company apart. “We allow all employees to be leaders. It 
doesn’t matter where they are on an organization chart. 
People can lead in any position and we empower them to 
do that.”
   The Detroit Free Press featured DeHass as one of three 
top Michigan CEOs who treat team members as col-
leagues and co-workers, rather than seeing employees 
as people who work for them. “Our team members come 
up with the best ideas. That’s why we encourage them to 
challenge our assumptions and present ideas they believe 

will be successful. Our team members work best when 
they know they’re engaged in a mission that matters. We 
help people who are struggling with pornography every 
day – more than one and a half million over more than 20 
years. That’s something to be proud of and something that 
reminds us that we’re doing work that makes a difference, 
is fulfilling and has tremendous meaning.
   Covenant Eyes’ work throughout the pandemic helped 
secure a top workplace spot. It donated to its local health 
system, transitioned most employees to work from home, 
and paid its vendors in advance to keep them going despite 
not being able to work during the shutdown.

For additional 
information call 
989-743-3650

Annual
Light Parade
Friday, Dec. 3

6:30 pm

MCCURDY PARK CHRISTMAS
VILLAGE- Carriage Rides, 
Self Guided Village Tours
YOUTH CENTER- 
Tree Displays, Holiday 
Photo Wall, Entertainment, 
Santa & Mrs. Claus

28th Annual 

Festival of Trees, Light Parade 
& Corunna Historical Village
OPEN Dec. 3, 7-9 pm & Dec. 4, 5, 10, 11, 12, 6-9 pm

1st Friday Parade of Lights Downtown at 6:30 pm 

Sat/Sun Entertainment Nightly in the 
Youth Center (Commercial Building) at 6:30 pm

2nd Friday Magic Show in the Youth Center 
(Commercial Building) at 6:30 pm

Santa & Mrs. Claus Nightly
$1 EACH CONCESSION IN BOTH LOCATIONS include 
Hot Chocolate, Hot Cider, Popcorn & Cookies while supplies last.
Youth Center Concessions also include Hot Dog with Chips ($2.00).

1/2 
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Visit the Village with lights, as well as, a hundred 
fixed and antimated displays in the park. Don’t miss 
our 16’ choreographed light show Christmas Tree!

   FOR MID-SIZE MICHIGAN companies, Covenant Eyes won second place in a 
competition of 70 organizations. CEO Ron DeHaas Featured among Top Company 
Leaders for Employee Empowerment.
   Covenant Eyes headquarters is situated on W. King Street, Owosso.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
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Owosso Contemplates Revoking Tax Breaks 
on Wesener Building   Continued from Page 2

   Early in 2021, the city voted to permit the continuation of the OPRA tax credit until 
2025 with the idea of allowing Acton the extra time to fill the jobs necessary to meet the 
OPRA criteria. In October, Acton entered into a lease with Connections2Careers to assist 
in filling those required positions. Connections2Careers is a nonprofit, events-planning 
business focused on training potential business owners in assorted fields such as oper-
ating a coffee shop or bookstore – filling the space vacated from Books & Beans inside 
the Wesener Building.
   Owosso City Manager Nathan Henne sent letters regarding the possible termination of 
both the OPRA and the Brownfield plan, addressed to Acton in mid-October.
   If approved following the public hearings at the Dec. 6 meeting at city hall, both tax 
breaks will be terminated effective Dec. 31, 2022.

Breakfast Buffet at the “V”
  Perry Sons of AMVETS, Squadron 4064, will be serving its popular breakfast buffet 8 to 11 a.m., 
Sunday, Dec. 5 and Sunday, Dec. 19 at the Post, 601 N. Main Street, Perry.
  The popular menu includes all-you-can-eat scrambled eggs, potatoes, biscuits and gravy, pan-
cakes, French toast, waffles, ham, sausage links, made-to-order omelettes and choice of beverage.
   Seniors receive a $1 discount. For more information, persons may call the Post, (517) 625-3154.

Sun-Thurs 8a-8p
Fri-Sat 8a-9p

989-403-5556
329 Main St., Morrice

All Dinners come with choice of potato, soup, salad or slaw and roll
•Ocean Perch Dinner   $10.99
•Clam Strip Dinner      $10.99
•North Atlantic Cod Dinner  $10.99
 Baked or Fried!
•Southern Style Catfi sh Dinner $10.99
•Jumbo Shrimp Dinner   $12.50
•Seafood Platter    $16.99
 Fried Cod, Perch, Clam Strips & Shrimp

1/4
11-28-21
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107 E. North St., Owosso  989-723-1632
www.sunburstgardens.com

 SUNBURST
GARDENS INC.

1/8
11-28-21
D

Fresh Christmas Trees 
& Wreaths
Grave Blankets 
& Saddles

Holiday Hours:
Mon-Fri 9a-4p
Saturday 9a-Noon

Artifi cial 
Wreaths, 

Trees & 
Centerpieces 

Also Available

   GAFFNER TOWING & RECOVERY celebrated a new Owosso location with a 
ribbon cutting ceremony through the Shiawassee Regional Chamber of Commerce 
(SRCC) on Wednesday, Nov. 17. Owner Dean Gaffner is shown (center) with the 
scissors. 
   Gaffner was surrounded by family, longtime friends and his employees including 
head mechanic, Rich Davis. Also in attendance were representatives from SRCC 
and the Small Business Development Center.
   Gaffner Towing & Recovery has roots in the Perry/Morrice area. The company 
offers fast, reliable service to all of Shiawassee County and beyond. 
   The new Owosso location is situated in the former Stewart Street Auto Service on 
Stewart Street, just west of Chipman Street.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford) 

Rep. Frederick: Audit Details Troubling 
Problems at State’s Unemployment Agency 
   State Rep. Ben Frederick of Owosso said findings from the state Auditor General show 
the Whitmer administration made key errors that prolonged confusion and anxiety for 
many Michigan workers as they sought assistance during the pandemic.
   The Auditor General disclosed that several actions – as well as some blatant inaction – 
by senior leadership at the Michigan’s Unemployment Insurance Agency contributed to a 
poor control environment, which in turn led to the creation of a Pandemic Unemployment 
Assistance (PUA) application and certification process that was not compliant with fed-
eral regulations.
   The House Oversight Committee has held multiple hearings on the issue, identifying 
that the agency failed to notify nearly 700,000 people of the state error involving invalid 
PUA qualification for months before finally sending a letter that caused fear and confu-
sion by mentioning the possibility of back payments.
   “The audit reveals an alarming level of incompetence and avoidance that started at the 
top within the Whitmer administration,” Frederick said. “Michigan families have been 
raising concerns about numerous problems with the unemployment agency for nearly two 
years, and the governor’s team has avoided transparency at every turn.”
   Frederick continued, “Over the course of the pandemic, Governor Whitmer’s unem-
ployment agency paid out hundreds of millions in fraudulent claims, delayed payments 
for months to tens of thousands of residents who were out of work under the governor’s 
pandemic orders, and repeatedly stonewalled legislative oversight bodies and misled fed-
eral regulators in stating that problems were addressed. To top it off, the governor repeat-
edly vetoed budget plans to inject additional funding into the unemployment trust fund 
to offset fraud-related losses, leaving small businesses on the hook.”

   In its report, the Auditor General also determined the state agency continued to make 
improper eligibility determinations and related overpayments for nine months after the 
U.S. Department of Labor first notified the Whitmer administration of the problem.
   Nearly $4 billion in overpayments were made due to the noncompliant eligibility cri-
teria, according to the audit. From March 15, 2020, through Sept. 27 of this year, the 
agency paid nearly $39 billion in total unemployment insurance from 5.4 million claims 
and just over 3.4 million claimants. The PUA claims are included in the total figures.
   “The chronic failure of leadership within the Whitmer administration continues to 
cause hardship for tens of thousands of Michiganders including several constituents 
my team is presently assisting after nearly two years of this disastrous situation,” said 
Frederick.  “It should not be lost on the public that this governor has seen fit to assert au-
thority over Michigander’s lives and livelihoods yet continues to fail at holding members 
of her own administration accountable in meeting the basic needs of our people.”
   The audit report is the first in a series of expected audits on the Whitmer administra-
tion’s processing of unemployment claims during the COVID-19 pandemic.



Giving Tuesday 2021 – We can’t do this without you!
   On Tuesday, Nov. 30, people all around the world are coming together to tap into the 
power of human connection and strengthen communities and change our world. Will you 
be one of them? 
   In this time of uncertainty, there’s a fundamental truth that gives us hope – that together 
we can do extraordinary things. Over the past year and a half, the entire world has been 
coming together to stand up, help out, give back and heal. Whether that’s through donations 
to community organizations, celebrating doctors and nurses at shift changes or reaching 
out to a neighbor to help with groceries, generosity has been helping the entire world get 
through this global pandemic. Together.  
   The Shiawassee Family YMCA is participating in Giving Tuesday and we are focusing 
our campaign efforts to support Camp Shiawassee – our summer day camp program that 
had almost 500 participants this past summer. This past summer, grant funds helped us 
send 162 kids to camp for free and 33 kids with partial scholarships. We are wanting to 
provide the same opportunities next year, but we know that we will not be eligible for more 
funds. To make camp more accessible to youth in our community we are doing a Giving 
Tuesday campaign to raise money to give kids another fantastic summer. Our goal is to 
raise $15,000 – enough to send 100 kids to camp.
   But we can’t do this without you! 
   By joining the Giving Tuesday movement, you’re proving that in times of uncertainty, 
generosity can bring the whole world together. 

   Here is how you can get 
ready to give:
• Mark your calendar! Add 
#GivingTuesday to your 
calendar as a reminder.
• Give. On Nov. 30, go to 
shiawasseeymca.org and 
click “Donate Now!” to 
give. Any donation, no mat-
ter how big or small, can 
make a difference.
• Spread the word. 
Encourage your friends and 
family to join you in creating 
real impact on November 
30 by sharing what our mis-
sion means to you and why 
you support our organiza-
tion (here are some ideas). 
Make sure to use hashtag 
#GivingTuesday and tag us 
so we can share!
   Let’s rally together to 
build stronger communities. 
   Thank you for being a part 
of our Y community. The 
Shiawassee Family YMCA 
has been serving the com-
munity since 1947.
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Enroll in the District of 
Opportunities 

Today 989-723-8131!!
Unlimited Schools of Choice registration is open until 

December 17, 2021 at 4 p.m. 
Application forms are available at the Administration Office

at each school building, and online.

www.owosso.k12.mi.us

Your Opportunity Awaits 
at Owosso Public Schools!

•Owosso High School offers the greatest number of Career      
and Technical Education, Advanced Placement, and Fine 
Arts courses in the county. Unique classes provide exposure 
to diverse career paths: Biomedical Science, Culinary 
Arts, Entrepreneurship & Innovation, Construction Trades, 
Criminal Justice, Sports Medicine, Guitar, Piano, Principles of 
Engineering, etc. 

•International Baccalaureate World Schools

•Bentley Bright Beginnings offers several preschool programs 
(some FREE) and child care with transportation to and from 
Owosso elementary schools

•New additions at every elementary school provide innovative 
learning spaces for encore classes: STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Mathematics), Science Fitness, Fine Arts/Global 
Studies, Physical Education, Music, and Band

•Lincoln High School, an award-winning alternative education 
program, offers credit recovery in a nurturing and flexible 
atmosphere

•Secured entrances and liaison officers at every school support 
safety and security as priority #1

1/2
K

Owosso’s newly renovated 
6th-12th Grade Campus 
features a new fitness center, 
1,000 seat auditorium, a 
new middle school gym, 
modernized classrooms and 
collaboration spaces, and so 
much more!

• Safe & Secure Home-like Environment
• Memory Care • Spacious Private & Semi-Private Living

• 24 Hour Personalized Care • Affordable Rates

www.olivebranchassistedliving.com

 Barrier 
Free

Quality Care for 
Mid-Michigan 

Seniors

521 E. First St., Perry 
517-625-5650
Extension #3

114 N. Main St.
P.O. BOX 619

Perry, MI 48872

TAMMY A. MIKA, DDS

WILLIAM P. HORAL, DDS

RICHARD HALLIDAY, DDS

517-625-4163
517-625-5049 fax

perrydentalsmile@gmail.com 
www.perrydental.org

      JOE-LEE’S CROSSWIND CAFÉ once again stepped up to organize the Pack-a-
Plane event for Shiawassee Toys for Tots on Saturday, Nov. 20 at the Owosso Com-
munity Airport.
   The idea is to pack a plane with donations of new, unopened toys for boys and girls. 
Santa was on hand to greet guests and add some early holiday merriment, too. All 
donated toys go toward the local Toys for Tots effort.
   Joe-Lee’s is located on Airport Drive in Owosso and is owned by partners Lee Ann 
French and Joe Voelker.

(Courtesy Photo)
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The following information 

was updated 
Wednesday, Nov. 24.

Timothy “Tim” L. Zwick, 
62, of Ovid, passed Tuesday, 
June 29. A celebration of life 
was Saturday, Nov. 20.

Robb “Robbie” C. Coleman, 
32, of Lansing, passed 
Monday, Nov. 8. A memorial 
service was Sunday, Nov. 21.

Nellie Mae Kershaw, 80, of 
Swartz Creek, passed Monday, 
Nov. 15. Funeral services were 
Monday, Nov. 22.

Dorothy A. Lafata, 98, 
of Swartz Creek, passed 
Monday, Nov. 15. Private fam-
ily services were planned.

Kenny L. Hopkins, 66, of 
Owosso, passed Tuesday, 
Nov. 16. Cremation has taken 
place.

Franklin E. Ashbaker, 87, of 
Chapin Twp., passed Tuesday, 
Nov. 16. Funeral services were 
Tuesday, Nov. 23.

Veronica L. Robinson, 69, 
of Owosso, passed Tuesday, 
Nov. 16. Funeral services were 
Monday, Nov. 22.

Suzzanne M. (Brown) 
Kapture, 78, of Swartz 
Creek, passed Tuesday, 
Nov. 16. Funeral services were 
Tuesday, Nov. 23. 

Donald L. Hutchinson Jr., 59, 
of Ovid, formerly of Bay City, 
passed Tuesday, Nov. 16. A 
memorial service will be at 
1 p.m., Friday, Dec. 3 at 
Smith Family Funeral Homes, 
St. Louis.

Patricia A. Samuelson, 83, 
of Gaines Twp., passed 
Wednesday, Nov. 17. Funeral 
services were Tuesday, 
Nov. 23.

Marsha S. Stewart, 76, 
of Howe, IN, born in 
Owosso, passed Wednesday, 
Nov. 17. Funeral services were 
Saturday, Nov. 20.

Cheryl A. Blanks, 74, of 
Owosso, passed Wednesday, 
Nov. 17. No services will be 
held at this time.

Renee M. Spillane, 70, of 
Durand, passed Wednesday, 
Nov. 17. No services will be 
held.

Mary Murphy, 76, of 
Vernon, passed Thursday, 
Nov. 18. Funeral services were 
Monday, Nov. 22.

Roger Eiseler, 80, of Owosso, 
passed Thursday, Nov. 18. A 
private celebration of life was 
planned.

Fidelis “Faye” Vincke, 95, 
of Maple Grove, passed 
Thursday, Nov. 18. A Mass of 
the Resurrection was Monday, 
Nov. 22.

Mary L. Shafer, 91, of 
Owosso, passed Friday, 
Nov. 19. A memorial service 
will be at 6:30 p.m., Saturday, 
Nov. 27 at Watkins Brothers 
Funeral Homes, Owosso.

John Gould, 75, of Chesaning, 
passed Saturday, Nov. 20. 
Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Nov. 24.

Helga R. Newman, 83, of 
St. Johns, formerly of Ovid, 
passed Saturday, Nov. 20. No 
services are planned.

Patrick J. Hurst Sr., 67, of 
Laingsburg, passed Saturday, 
Nov. 20. A Mass of Christian 
burial was Friday, Nov. 26.

Eugene C. Morey, 78, of 
Morrice, passed Saturday, 
Nov. 20. Cremation has taken 
place.

Barbara A. Newbauer, 84, of 
Swartz Creek, passed Sunday, 
Nov. 21. A private Funeral 
Mass was celebrated.

Robert K. Ochodnicky, 85, 
of Owosso, passed Sunday, 
Nov. 21. Funeral services were 
Wednesday, Nov. 24.

Angela L. (Aldrich) Lawrence, 
71, of Ovid, passed Sunday, 
Nov. 21. A celebration of life 
will be held later.

Eugene “Gene” D. Lingo 
Sr., 79, of Owosso, passed 
Monday, Nov. 22. He will be 
laid to rest at Great Lakes 
National Cemetery.

Glenna C. Ray, 87, of Owosso, 
passed Monday, Nov. 22. 
Arrangements are pending.

Timothy Shotrosky, 71, of 
Chesaning, passed Tuesday, 
Nov. 23. Arrangements are 
pending.

Barbara J. Coffey, 81, of 
Owosso, passed Tuesday, 
Nov. 23. Arrangements are 
pending.

Crest Marine Demonstrates 
an Economic Positive 
During Lengthy Pandemic   
Continued from Page 3

on Michigan’s economy, supporting more than 40,000 
jobs.* “This is a business that has been built on a pastime 
that is unique and important to the state of Michigan.”
   According to a press statement from the governor’s 
office, the project is expected to generate a total capital 
investment of $1 million and create up to 100 new jobs 
with support from the Michigan Strategic Fund. The 
project has been awarded a $425,000 Michigan Business 
Development Program performance-based grant through 
the fund and Owosso Charter Township has offered 
50-percent property tax abatement in support.
   “Together, we will continue investing in our people, in 
our businesses and good paying jobs,” Whitmer said.
   Crest Marine currently has 309 employees at its Owosso 
Charter Township location. The company was acquired by 
parent-company MasterCraft Boat Holding in 2018 and 
has continued to see positive economic growth trajectory 
since that time.
   Several news organizations attempted to redirect the 
economic conversation toward COVID on Monday after-
noon. Whitmer answered every question, explaining she 
expects the health department to release “additional guid-
ance” related to the COVID surge in the near future. The 
number of hospitalized adults reached 3,699 on Monday 
with Michigan now leading the country in new cases.

   As of Wednesday, Nov. 17, Shiawassee County reported 
441 new COVID cases – the largest weekly jump yet in 
cases recorded for the county.
   “If you’re congregating with a bunch of people indoors, 
it’s wise to make sure everyone is vaccinated,” she offered. 
“And if they’re not, encourage them to do that.”
   Quentin Messer, Jr., CEO of the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC) and President and 
Chair of the Michigan Strategic Fund, offered his con-
gratulations to the Crest Marine team in a press release.
   “We’re proud to join our partners at the Shiawassee 
Economic Development Partnership and other local part-
ners as we support the investment by this longstanding 
Michigan company and look forward to working with 
them as they continue to grow and add jobs for more of 
our friends and neighbors,” Messer shared.
*Source: Michigan Boating Industries Association

Church Jamboree 
Planned for Dec. 3

   The Owosso Free Methodist Church is hosting a jam-
boree from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 3. The public is 
invited to enjoy fellowship and good music.
   The church is located at 1249 N. Chipman St., Owosso.
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ANTRIM BAPTIST CHURCH
4509 E. Lovejoy Rd., Byron

517-223-3126 • antrimbaptist.com
Sunday School 10am

Sunday Worship 11am & 6pm
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 7pm

Regular services by phone. 
Call 517-518-1100

BYRON FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH
101 S. Ann St., Byron 

810-266-4976
Byronumc@byronumc.com

www.Byronumc.com  
Sunday worship 9:15am 
Sunday school 10:15am

Live stream YouTube Byron/Gaines 
United Methodist Church

CORUNNA
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

OF CORUNNA
1120 Legion Rd., Corunna

989-743-5400
fbcorunna.com

Pastor Tony Moore
Sunday Worship 10:30am

Wednesday Bible Study 6pm

JUDDVILLE 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
3907 N. Durand Rd., Corunna

810-638-7498
11am Worship

Sunday School is during Worship
Rev. Pete Crawford

DURAND
DURAND CHURCH OF 

THE NAZARENE
9725 E. Monroe Rd., Durand

989-288-2369
11am Worship Sunday

Christmas Program Dec. 19, 11am
Candlelight Service Dec. 24, 7pm

www.durandnazarene.com

DURAND CONT’D

FAITH BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF DURAND
520 Kent St., Durand

989-932-6126
Sunday Service 11am
Live Stream Facebook

Clothes Closet open Thurs. 10am-2pm
www.faithbaptistdurand.com 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
804 W. Main St., Durand

989-288-6783
Sunday School 9:30am

Sunday Worship 10:45am
www.fi rstbaptistchurchdurand.com

MORRICE
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH

509 Main St., Morrice
517-625-4260

stmarymorrice.org
Monday Mass: M, Tu, F 8:30am

Evening Mass: Wednesday 6:30pm
Saturday Mass: 4:30pm

Sunday Masses: 8 & 10:30am 

OWOSSO
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

120 Goodhue St. 
(Fayette Square) Owosso

989-723-2495
Morning Prayer: 

Mon-Sat 9am on Facebook 
Sun 10am Holy Eucharist at church

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
2100 N. M-52, 989-723-4510
We are Open! Perk Time & 
Worship Service 10am Sun

Love God, Love People
Have a Great Time Doing It

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH, UCC

327 N. Washington St., Owosso
989-723-3010

fi rstcongregationalchurchowosso.com
Zoom Worship Sunday 10:30am

Must contact Parish for invitation link 

OWOSSO CONT’D 

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
201 Michigan Ave., Owosso

989-723-1000
Sunday Service 11am

Virtual Service- 
Facebook, Radio (92.5 FM)
Website: GraceOwosso.org

GRACEPOINTE 
WESLEYAN CHURCH
1687 N. M-52, Owosso

989-723-5247
Sunday Worship 10am

Virtual Worship on Facebook, 
YouTube and website:

www.gracepointe-mi.org

NEW CREATION CHURCH
1800 Corunna Ave., Owosso

989-723-8118 • www.ncconline.com
Services Sunday 10am

Wednesday 7pm
Helping people fi nd and 

follow Jesus Christ

OWOSSO ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
1150 N. Shiawassee St., Owosso

989-725-8219

OWOSSO CHURCH OF CHRIST
2005 S. M-52, Owosso

989-723-5407
Sunday School 9:30am

Sunday Worship 10:30am, 6pm
Pastor Jeremy Wittwer

 
OWOSSO CHURCH OF GOD

(SEVENTH DAY) 
Spring Vale Christian School

4150 S. M-52, Owosso
989-725-2251

Worship Service Sat. 11:30am
Like Us On Facebook
www.cog7owosso.com

OWOSSO FIRST CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE

1865 S. M-52, Owosso
989-723-2229

Service at 10am (mask optional)
or Virtual service at

www.owossonazarene.org 

OWOSSO CONT’D 

OWOSSO FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

1500 N. Water St., Owosso
989-725-2201

fi rstumc@owossofumc.org
Contemporary Café Worship 9:30am

Children’s Church/Adult Sunday 
School 9:30am

Traditional Worship 11am

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
915 E. Oliver St., Owosso

989-725-5215 
Sunday Mass at 9:30am

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
111 N. Howell St., Owosso

989-723-4277
www.stpaulowosso.org

Saturday Mass at 4:30pm 
Sunday Masses at 8am & 11am

ST. PHILIP LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(LCMS)

219 W. Oliver St., Owosso
989-723-6238 

Sunday 10am & Wed. 7pm

PERRY
PERRY CHURCH 

OF THE NAZARENE
3100 Ellsworth Rd., Perry 

(517) 625-3400
Sunday Worship 9am & 11am

(in church building)
www.perrynazarene.com

Live Streaming of Worship

SHAFTSBURG
COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
7040 W. Beard Rd., Shaftsburg

517-675-7510
Sunday Worship 10:30am
Wednesday Bible Study 
and Prayer Mtg 6:30pm

Call 989-723-1118 To Place Your Worship Services.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
are only published under the discretion of the editor. 

We reserve the right to edit content for accuracy/clarity. 
A max. of 400 WORDS is allowed. Every letter must include the legal 
name of the writer, home address and phone number (which will not 

be published). Submission will never guarantee publishing. Any person 
identified as plagiarizing will be prohibited from ever being published.

Valid identification MUST be supplied and will be kept on file.

DEADLINES
News: Wednesday at 3 p.m.

Classifieds/Advertising: 
Thursday at Noon

(Holidays may alter deadlines)

Editor
Karen Mead-Elford

General Editorial Email for News:
news@owossoindependent.com

-or-   karennews4indy@gmail.com

Classifieds
Email:

classifieds@owossoindependent.com
Classified Ads are $16.50 for 
the first 14 words and 20¢ per 
word for each additional word.
Deadline: Thursday at Noon

Advertising/
Sales Team

Dawn Kelley – Team Member
Office (989) 723-1118
Cell (989) 297-0163

dawn@owossoindependent.com

Advertising/
Sales Team

Kim Lazar - Team Manager
Office (989) 723-1118
Cell (989) 277-5644

kim@owossoindependent.com
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

are only published under the 
discretion of the editor. 

We reserve the right to edit 
content for accuracy/clarity. 

A max. of 400 WORDS is allowed. 
Every letter must include the 

legal name of the writer, home 
address and phone number 
(which will not be published). 

Submission will never guarantee 
publishing. Any person identified 
as plagiarizing will be prohibited 

from ever being published.
Valid identification 

MUST be supplied and 
will be kept on file.

Classifieds
Email:

classifieds@owossoindependent.com

Classifieds
(989) 723-1118

1907 W. M-21
Owosso, MI 48867

(989) 723-1118
Fax: (989) 725-1834

Publisher/Owner: Michael FloresWebsite:
owossoindependent.com

Facebook:
Independent Newsgroup

(989) 723-1118



Owosso Welcomes New 
Main Street Executive Director

   Beth Kuiper, former Artist’s 
Umbrella Spatial Specialist at the 
Michigan Institute of Contemporary 
Arts (MICA) in Old Town, Lansing, 
has accepted the executive director 
position for the Owosso Main Street/
Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA). Josh Adams, her predecessor, 
resigned in August.
   Although Kuiper is new to this role, 
she is familiar with Owosso and the 
Main Street model. As a born-and-
raised Owosso community member, 
she connects with residents, business 
owners and visitors alike to bring com-
mon missions and goals to fruition. Her 
passion for the Main Street program 
began in 2009 while working at Melco 
Interiors in downtown Owosso while 
achieving her Associate of Applied 
Science from Lansing Community College. Kuiper assisted the DDA transition with 
Michigan Main Street (MMS) as an active participant on the design committee and 
spearheaded projects, such as Woodard Place, the custom bike racks and as chair of the 
Downtown Owosso Artwalk for the first three years of the event.
   Kuiper continued with the MMS as a volunteer for Downtown Lansing Inc. (DLI) on 

the design committee and 
was promoted to the com-
mittee chair, then employed 
by DLI as the Community 
Outreach and Programs 
Manager. Her background 
in design, project manage-
ment and account relations 
allowed her to focus on 
placemaking, event coordi-
nation and small business 
support from both a volun-
teer and staff perspective. 
   Her job responsibili-
ties will focus on creating 
vibrancy in downtown 
Owosso through genuine 
initiatives that promote the 
community’s innovative 
grassroots strengths. 
   Kuiper states, “I would 
like to thank everyone for 
this opportunity to serve 
and support the region 
that raised me. It is a great 
time to invest out resourc-
es into our local commu-
nity as we are witnessing 

Continued on Page 10
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NIXON’S GROCERY 
BRANT • 989-585-3131

15998 Brant Rd., corner of Brant & Hemlock

Good Week of November 22, 2021

Still offering free home delivery for our seniors, 
veterans or anyone with disabilities or social problems. 

Deliveries are Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday. 
Your order must be placed one day ahead of the time. 

Our New Store Hours
Mon.-Sat. 8am-6pm; Closed Sunday

WE GUARANTEE YOUR 100% SATISFACTION 
IN A HURRY, JUST CALL IN YOUR 

ORDER EARLIER IN THE DAY AND WE 
WILL DO OUR VERY BEST TO HAVE IT 

READY FOR PICK UP THAT DAY.

WE HAVE HARD TO 
FIND SPECIALTY ITEMS

Pig Hocks & Feet, 
Calves Liver, Ox Tails, 
Beef Chuck Short Ribs, 
Beef Hearts & Tongues 

and Much More! 
HOLIDAY GIFT BOXES FOR 
THE HARD TO BUY FOR!

Fresh 
Whole Beef
Short Loins
(For T-Bone & Porterhouse Steaks)

18-22# avg
Cut & Wrapped Free  

ONLY 
$599#

Boneless 
Whole Beef
Tenderloins

5-6# avg

Cut & Wrapped Free  

ONLY 
$1199#

We Accept Food Stamps. Quantity Rights Reserved. Cold Beer & Wine • Package Liquor
 Instant Lottery In Store • We Accept Visa, Master Card, Discover & Novus

Whole Boneless

New York 
Strips

0x1 and 1/4 inch trimmed  
10-14# avg 

Cut & Wrapped Free

ONLY 
$599#

Fresh Lean
Pork Steak or 
Country Style 

Pork Ribs
YOUR CHOICE  

ONLY 
$179#

When you buy 10# or More

Great on the Grill! Fresh 
Homemade

Bratwurst
Cheesy Jalapeno, Cheesy, Orig., 

Onion Green Pepper, Philly 
Steak, Sassy BBQ or Beer

ONLY 
$279#

When you buy 10# or More

Come Try The Real Thing And Taste The 
Difference Of Our Ground Beef Products.           

Available in Bulk or Ground Chuck Patties

Price When Buyin 10# or More:

Fresh Ground Beef Chuck 85% lean ONLY $399#

Ground Beef Chuck Patties Available At The Same Price!!

Fresh Ground Beef Round 95% lean ONLY $499#

Fresh Well Trimmed
Angus Chuck 
or Sirloin Tip

Beef 
Roasts

Your Choice

ONLY 
$599#

Fresh Bone In or Boneless
Center Cut

Pork Chops
ONLY 

$239#
When You Buy 10# or More

Homemade 
Minute Steaks

 or Bacon Infused 
$21955# pkg Original

When You 
Buy 10#

Country Fresh 2% or
Homogenized

Milk
Gallon $299

Dutch Farms
Ex-Large Eggs
99¢/Dozen

11-28-21
K

Limit 3 
Please

Artisian
Drinking Water
GALLON  99¢
When Buying 3 Or More

Lesser Amount $1.19

Homemade

Bulk 
Sausage

Nixon’s Original Recipe, 
Ex-Mild or Chorizo

ONLY 
$199#

When you buy 10# or More

Homemade

Link 
Sausage

New Cheesy, Orig. or Maple
Your Choice

ONLY 
$299#

When you buy 10# or More

See Our 
Meat Bundles at 

NIXONSGROCERY.COM 
and click on 

Meat Bundles
LIMITED TIME 

Get 5# of Breaded Chicken 
Tenders & a 5# bag of 

French Fries FREE with any 
meat bundle of $179 or more

Fresh Whole
Boneless Beef 

Rib Eyes
10-12# avg 
Cut & Wrapped Free
While supplies Last!

ONLY 
$899#

Homemade 
Brat Patties

5# bag  
$1295

Original, Cheesy 
or Cheesy
Jalapeno

Busch Light or
Busch Beer 

30 (12 oz cans)
$1699

Each Plus Deposit

Best Choice

Spring Water
24/16.9 oz  

$299

Wayside No. 2 
Sliced Bacon

10# box  
$2990

Ground Chicken
Made From All White Meat 

          
$2990#10

1# pkgs

Fresh Boneless Skinless
Chicken Breasts

ONLY  
$279# 

When You Buy 10# or More

Jumbo Coconut Breaded
Shrimp or 

Breaded Shrimp
28-32 oz bag 

$1299

Fresh Whole 

Pork Butt Roasts
Cut To Order As Roasts    

ONLY 
$159#

Breaded

Chicken Tenders

5# bags  
$1195

Premium Battered

Chicken Nuggets

5# bags  
$1195

New Jiff Squeeze

Creamy 
Peanut 
Butter

13 oz Tubes
While Supplies Last!

ONLY 
2/$3

Best Choice

All 
Purpose 

Flour 
5# Bags

ONLY 99¢

Best Choice Grade AA

Butter Quarters
1#  

2/$5

Fresh
Center Cut
Smoked

Pork 
Chops  

ONLY 
$399#

Now accepting applications for School of Choice students (105 & 105c) of the 
Revised School Code for the second semester of the 2021-2022 school year 
through December 20. Applications can be picked up in the building offi ces during 
offi ce hours. Registration is December 6-20.

Points of Pride
Highly Ranked County and State Test Scores • Strong Athletic Programs

Development Kindergarten Program • Small, close knit community & PTO
PBIS Program at the Elementary Level

Latchkey • Intercommunications for Students and Families

Call for info or tour 810-638-5091 ext. 2222
www.newlothrop.k12.mi.us

Limited Openings
The district has 
limited openings 

in grades: 
1st, 3rd, 7th & 8th

We are capped in 
grades:

4th & 6th

Bond & 
Sinking Fund

In May 2019, 
our community 

supported the passage 
of a Bond/Sinking Fund. 
The district is currently 

updating facilities
including revitalizing 

student learning, 
safety and 

infrastructure.

1/8
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Matthew Grubb, 
CPCU, Agent
1026 E. Main Street
Owosso, MI 48867

Bus: 989-725-8300
matt.grubb.hqba@statefarm.com

• High Blood Pressure
• High Cholesterol
• COPD/Asthma

213 Mercer Street
Durand

WALK-INS WELCOME!

989.288.2100

JASON HOLLADY, M.D.
• Chronic Pain Management
• Opiate Addiction
• Suboxone

(Courtesy Photo/Erin Rose Photography)
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DURAND AREA SCHOOLS
School of Choice

A Model School Where Students Want To Be!

To obtain an application for enrollment call (989) 288-2681 
or visit our website at www.durand.k12.mi.us.

All applications must be submitted December 6-17th, 2021.

District Programs:
• FIRST Robotics
• K-12 STEM
• State Aligned Curriculum
• Highly Qualified Teaching Staff
• Advanced Placement Classes
• After School Academic Help Program
• Dual Enrollment with Mott Community 
  College, U of M Flint, Lansing Community 
  College and Baker College

• Career Technical Education Programs
• Preschool Programs
• Childcare Program Before & After School
   6am-6pm
• Full Day Kindergarten
• Exceptional Booster Groups and 
  Parent Involvement at All Levels!

We provide an exciting learning environment that 
motivates and engages students to reach their potential.

Call for a tour/meeting with the building principal today!
Bertha Neal Elementary PreSchool-1st grade
 Principal Robert Cawson 989-288-2016
Robert Kerr Elementary 2nd-5th grade
 Principal Amy Leffel 989-288-2805
Durand Middle School 6th-8th grade
 Principal Rebecca Shankster 989-288-3435
Durand High School 9th-12th grade
 Principal Shannon Knapp 989-288-2684

AWARD WINNING:
FFA • FCCLA • Marching Band • Symphonic Band • Concert Band • Destination Imagination Teams • Drama
Recognized State and National Athletes’ and Athletics’ • Art K-12 • Vocal Music at All Grades • FIRST Robotics

WWW.DURAND.K12.MI.US

The Durand Area Schools’ District is accepting applications from parents of 
non-resident students for the enrollment of their child/children in grades and/or 

programs for the second semester of 2021. 

4x8
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         THE OWOSSO HIGH SCHOOL Performing 
Arts Department presented Back to Broadway in three 
separate shows on Friday, Nov. 19 through Sunday, 
Nov. 21 in the new Owosso Performing Arts Center on 
North Street.
   Back to Broadway was directed by Jessica Nieu-
wkoop and Jerry Ciarlino and included a cast and 
crew of high school students.
   Performances included features from Beauty and the 
Beast, Mama Mia!, High School Musical, Waitress, Ju-
nie B Jones, Little Women, My Fair Lady, Newsies, Les 
Misérables, Matilda, Hello Dolly!, James and the Giant 
Peach, Mary Poppins, Thoroughly Modern Millie and 
Hairspray.
   Roughly 50 kids participated. Following current 
district requirements on extracurricular activities, all 
participants were tested for COVID-19 and spectators 
were required to wear masks.

(Independent Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)

Laingsburg Community Singers 
Christmas Concerts will be in 
New High School Auditorium

   The Laingsburg Community Singers, under the direc-
tion of Steven J. Easterling, proudly present “A Singers 
Christmas” on Saturday, Dec. 4 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, 
Dec. 5 at 4 p.m. 
   This is the group’s first Christmas concert since 
December 2019 due to the pandemic and they are excit-
ed to perform in the new auditorium at Laingsburg High 
School, 8008 Woodbury Road.
   Admission is free and donations are greatly appreciated. 
   New members are welcome with rehearsals beginning 
Jan. 11, 2022 for the spring concerts. For further informa-
tion, please contact Janice Hurst at (517) 651-5937.

“A person’s a person, no matter how small.”
~ Dr. Seuss
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You can get more with a $0 premium plan from Sparrow Advantage (HMO-POS).
A better healthcare experience awaits.

Attend a FREE informational meeting to learn more.

For a complete list of seminars, visit SparrowAdvantage.com/RSVP and click “Attend a Seminar.”
Call 844.949.0277 (TTY: 711) from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week.*

H7646_22-207_M OI_11.28

For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings, call 844.949.0277 (TTY: 711).
*You may reach a messaging service on weekends from April 1 through Sept. 30 and holidays. Please leave a message, and your call will be returned 
the next business day. Sparrow Advantage is an HMO-POS plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Sparrow Advantage depends on contract 
renewal. PHP Medicare complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: Si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 844.529.3757 (TTY: 711).*

RSVPs are required to receive your webinar link and to ensure a safe in-person meeting 
environment, as seating is limited. Call or go online today to reserve your spot.

Community Meeting
Tuesday, Nov. 30
10 a.m.
Banquet & Conf. Ctr. of Dewitt
1120 Commerce Park Dr., Suite A
Dewitt, MI 48820

Community Meeting
Wednesday, Dec. 1
10 a.m.
Best Western 
2209 University Park Dr.
Okemos, MI 48864

ملحوظة: إذا كنت تتحدث اذكر اللغة، فإن خدمات المساعدة اللغوية تتوافر لك بالمجان. اتصل برقم 844.529.3757 )رقم هاتف الصم والبكم: 711(.*
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            THE PERE MARQUETTE 1225 is shown on the first North Pole Express 
excursion of the 2021 season on Saturday as it nears the Smith Road crossing on its 
way to Ashley.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

               SHIAWASSEE HOPE is collecting donations for its annual Christmas Toy 
Store, assisting individuals and/or families served by the local nonprofit organiza-
tion, particularly people from the Pleasant Valley community in Owosso.
   Shown on Tuesday, Nov. 23, helping organize toy donations during a drop off 
event is (from right) Flora Scheffler, Shiawassee Hope Director Marlene Webster 
and Laura Scheffler. Webster is also pastor at City Church, located in the same 
building on E. Williams Street.
  For a small fee, the Christmas Toy Store permits parents/guardians to “shop” 
for children, choosing toys, games, pajamas and other items, much as if they were 
shopping in a traditional brick-and-mortar store. The idea is to allow parents to be 
a part of the process of contributing in the holiday, giving them a sense of pride as 
they decide on gifts for their kids.
   Donations of toys, family games, puzzles, pajamas, underwear, children’s socks, 
stockings, stocking stuffers, wrapping paper and gift bags will be accepted until 
Dec. 1. Gifts and/or donations can be dropped off on Tuesday, Nov. 30 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. or by texting/calling (989) 413-7342 to set up a drop off time.
   For those who want to give a cash donation, visit www.shiawasseehope.com or send 
to Shiawassee Hope, P.O. Box 1655, Owosso, MI 48867.
   Shiawassee Hope/Owosso City Church is located at 521 E. Williams St., Owosso.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

Annual Holiday Wreath Sale Happening
   The Perry Historical Society is pleased to announce its annual holiday wreath sale. These beau-
tiful balsam wreaths are perfect for home or cemetery decorating.
    Orders can be placed via direct message on the Calkins-Macqueen Facebook page or by calling 
(575) 499-6213.
     Decorated wreaths are $26 each or $31 with a cemetery stand. Check or cash accepted. Please 
make checks out to Perry Historical Society. If paying by cash, exact change is appreciated, but 
not necessary.
     Curbside pickup will be available at the east entrance of the Calkins-Macqueen House at 127 E. 
First Street. Scheduled curbside pickup hours are from noon to 4 p.m. (masks encouraged). Pickup 
dates are Saturday, Nov. 27; Sunday, Nov. 28 and Saturday, Dec. 4. Additional pickup hours may be 
scheduled by calling (575) 499-6213.
     All proceeds go for the preservation and operation of the Calkins-Macqueen House. The Perry 
Historical Society thanks the community for its support and wishes everyone a safe and happy 
holiday season.



10   The Independent  f  Sunday, Nov. 28, 2021

Owosso Welcomes New 
Main Street   Continued from Page 7

51 percent of the working class leaving the corporate world 
to provide a lifestyle for themselves and their families by 
personal talent utilization. By implementing strategies 
that focus on discovery and allocation, our efforts will 
provide positive results – and it is my responsibility to see 
our neighbors thrive. I look forward to collaborating with 
all stakeholders during this time of economic growth.”
   Kuiper currently resides in East Lansing with her three 
children and rescued cocker spaniel. In her downtime, she 
enjoys traveling, mountain biking, creative arts program-
ming and furthering her education.
   Beth Kuiper can be contacted at: beth.kuiper@ci.owos-
so.mi.us or (989) 725-0571.

Emergency Well Service
Free Estimates

Pressure Tank Service
Pump Service
Chlorinating

Serving 
Shiawassee 

County

waterhelpnow.com

989-743-5626

Tri-County 
Well Drilling

Emergency Service 
989-277-0154 

Annual Generator Maintenance Available

Free Estimates
Licensed And Insured 

Commercial/Residential

Your Area

Dealer

3493 W. M-21, 
Owosso 

(Behind Carts R Us) 

989-244-1443

Maple Rapids
Lumber Mill

Bark • Chips
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

Sat. 8-12
6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.
maplerapidslumber.com

989-682-4225
Evening

989-330-1994

BUYERS 
OF STANDING

TIMBER

Ask about our hardwood fl ooring & trim.

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965

Septic Tank Service
• Portable Restrooms • Commercial/Residential

• Septic Tank Cleaning • Drain Cleaning
Licensed & Insured

Call (989) 845-6280 • Chesaning

            THE OWOSSO SCHOOL BOARD listened to a 
number of residents either voicing concerns or support 
during the regular meeting on Monday, Nov. 22 over the 
board approval of a new COVID-19 resolution made in 
a 6 to 1 vote during the emergency meeting on Tuesday, 
Nov. 16. Both meetings were held at the Washington 
Campus.
   Shown stating her opinion to the board on Monday 
evening is Karen Stites of Owosso. Stites outlined her 
concern regarding masking students. She was one of 
about 10 individuals who chose to address the board. 
The speakers were equally divided on the ongoing 
mask debate, which has seen accusations lobbed from 
both sides.
   During the Tuesday emergency meeting, the school 
board voted to temporarily return to in-person learn-
ing, which was to be followed by Thanksgiving break. 
Included in the vote was a mask mandate for all stu-
dents until Monday, Dec. 13. 
   Prior to the vote, Superintendent Dr. Andrea Tuttle 
shared that COVID-19 numbers had increased dra-
matically. The Shiawassee County Health Department 
reaffirmed that information a day later on Wednesday, 
Nov. 17 reporting the highest jump in COVID-19 cases 
to date.
   Tuttle had stated that if the district had faced the flu – 
not COVID-19 – the district would likely have been shut 
down. However, COVID-19 has been polarizing.
   Shelly Ochodnicky, Vice President of the Owosso 
School Board, had disagreed with the vote during the 
emergency meeting.
   Toward the end of the meeting, talking to a divided au-
dience, Treasurer Sara Keyes offered, “We are suppose 
to all be in this together and we shouldn’t be attacking 
people, if you are wearing a mask or you aren’t wearing 
a mask. The dirty looks go both ways and it is just kind 
of ridiculous at this point.”
   “I really appreciate all of you coming here and voic-
ing your opinions,” Keyes said. “I don’t have anything 
against any of you, whether I agree or disagree with you. 
Quite honestly, I agree with a lot of what all of you say.”
   Trustee Olga Quick shared, “We sit up here as the 
board of this district to make choices, to make deci-
sions with what we have available. And we do the best 
we can with what we have available. I’m not against 
anybody because they might think differently than I 
do and so I am struggling … We are all in this to-
gether. We are in this together and we have to work 
harder. I’m truly trying as a member of this board to 
help make decisions that promote discussions regard-
ing very serious matters.”
   Talking about her fellow board members, Quick con-
tinued with, “We don’t necessarily all agree, but that’s 
okay. We’re still working for one common goal. Thanks-
giving is coming up and I am thankful I am a member 
of this board and grateful for this district that values 
our children and our staff. We truly have been blessed 
for the last two years with an incredible administra-
tion, incredible staff and wonderful parents. We will get 
through this together.”
  The next regular board meeting is planned for 
5:30 p.m., Monday, Dec. 13.

(Independent Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)

A Letter from Hospice House
Hospice House 

Thanksgiving  2021 
   When we typically count our blessings during this 
month of reflection, Hospice care and support are typi-
cally not mentioned. Empty chairs at family gatherings 
are often a painful reminder of loss, near or long ago. The 
world around us, as an invisible force, tells us we should 
be ”happy and festive,” this is “the most wonderful time of 
the year,” “give the gift that will make them happy.”   
    Hospice care makes us focus on the reality of our mortal 
state. End of life begs the questions “how have I lived my 
life,” “ will anyone remember me,” “what hope do I have?” 
Medicare and other insurances involved in payment for 
hospice care, recognize the importance of all dimensions 
of life to be addressed in the care of the terminally ill. Not 
only is physical comfort essential, but mental, emotion-
al and spiritual support, are also vital for one to possess 
peace and comfort in their last days on earth.
   Hospice House provides a “home away from home” for 
those in the last stages of their disease process. With 24 
hour trained caregivers, loved ones are given the opportu-
nity to be family, to make precious memories, to embark 
on the grief process without the difficult and often stress-
ful process of providing comfort care for their loved one.
    Hospice House is a faith-based nonprofit organization 
that has served Shiawassee and surrounding communi-
ties for 10 years. Our financial support comes from do-
nations of loved ones and gifts from gracious donors. We 
work in cooperation with any Medicare Certified hospice 

organization that serves this geographic location. These 
hospice organizations provide the physican oversight and 
orders, equipment needs, medications, as well as educa-
tion and support to staff and families. Without their ser-
vices we would not be able to give our service.   
   Hospice House staff are thankful for the wonderful hos-
pice organizations, the kind nurses, aides and chaplains 
that assist us in providing care and support. Our deep 
gratitude goes out to the community who responded so 
generously to our spring appeal. We appreciate all the 
wonderful volunteers who help not only with patient care, 
but maintenance, lawn care and even the comfort food: 
cookies!       
   Deepest gratitude to the One who walks beside us, 
strengthens us, comforts us and provides for all our needs. 
May God, who loves us and has called us to care for the 
dying, give us hearts that can be thankful, even during 
difficult circumstances. 

Note: Hospice House of Shiawassee County is located 
at 2005 Copas Rd., Owosso. For more information, call 
(989) 743-9000 or visit www.hospicehouseshia.org. The 
organization is 100 percent supported through donations.

(Courtesy Photo)
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Call John Wilkins today!
(989) 725-8181
FarmBureauInsurance.com
602 E. Main St., Owosso

When it comes to Life, the

EXPERIENCE
MATTERS.

2x3
11-21-21
K

SELLECK & BROWN
AUTOMOTIVE DETAILING LLC

 989-723-7299

CAN’T GET THE NEW 
VEHICLE YOU WANT?

Let Us Detail 
Your Cu� ent  Vehicle. 

We’ll make it like new!
--- All new ceramic coatings available ---

2x3
11-28-21
K

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

PUBLIC HEARING

  The Shiawassee County Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public hearing 
on December 15, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. within the County Board of Commission-
ers’ meeting room located on the fi rst fl oor of the Surbeck Building, 201 N. 
Shiawassee Street, in Corunna, MI 48817.  The following has been scheduled:
Application Request #PZBA21-018
Applicant – Power Home Solar
Owners – Mary Mitchell & Peter Cotey
Site Location – 9424 E. Scenic Lake Dr., Laingsburg, MI 48848; Tax ID# 
013-50-007-000; Section 4, Woodhull Township.
Request – To allow the construction of a private ground mounted solar ar-
ray that encroaches into the minimum lot line setback of 40’ by approxi-
mately 8.5’ to the west and 22.75’ to the east.      
Ordinance Reference – Section 4.3.78, Solar Energy Systems
Application Request #PZBA21-019
Applicant – Ryan Garrison
Owner – Crystal Garrison
Site Location – Lot 65, Manitou Knolls, Owosso, MI 48867; Tax ID# 010-
54-065-000; Section 11, Bennington Township.
Request – To allow the construction of a single-family residential structure 
within the required 100’ waterfront setback by approximately 30’.       
Ordinance Reference – 5.2.8, Lots having water frontage.
  Other items of business may be handled if deemed necessary. Please con-
tact the Community Development Department located at 201 N. Shiawas-
see St., 3rd Floor, Corunna, MI with any questions about the hearing or to 
review application materials. Offi ce hours are Monday-Friday, 8:00 A.M. 
– Noon and 1:00 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.

2x3.5
11-28-21  
words

• CORUNNA •
Corunna VFW 
Post #4005 

Fish Frys & Bingo
  Bingo Thursdays at 6 p.m.
No smoking. (989) 743-5015

416 S. Shiawassee St., Corunna
Friday Fish Frys are Back!

4 to 7 p.m. Dine-in or take out. 
All-you-can-eat includes drink and tax. 

Senior Discounts. Open to public.

• OWOSSO • 
Community Lenten 

Services
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

March 4 - First United Methodist Church
March 11 - Redeemer Lutheran Church 

March 18 - St. Johns UCC
March 25 - First Congregational Church UCC

April 1 - First Church of God
April 10 - First Church of the Nazarene

All offerings will be designated 
to the Hunger Network.

Benefit Party for 
Fiddler’s Green

A home for our nation’s heroes in Corunna.
Saturday, March 21 • 4 to 11 p.m.

Sponsored by: Owosso Eagles Aerie 851
308 N. Washington St., Owosso

Open to the public • $5 Donation (all 
donated) veterans FREE! 50/50, auc-

tions, and LIVE entertainment with Pat 
Carmody, Mixed Nuts, Smash Alley, Double 

Shot, King Street Henchmen, Toxic.

Shiawassee 
Conservation Association 

2nd Annual 
FireKeepers Casino Trip 

Saturday, March 7
For $40 cash donation to the kitchen 

fund you will receive: $20 casino gaming 
credits, $5 food voucher, raffles & prizes!

Bus departs at the Shiawassee Conservation 
Club at 10:45 a.m. and returns at 7 p.m.

Call Linda at (989) 413-0270 or
Michelle at (989) 494-8796.

Memorial Healthcare 
Volunteer Opportunities

Volunteers needed. 
Memorial Healthcare is looking for 
dependable volunteers! Snowbirds 
and Summerbirds OK!  Apply at 

memorialhealthcare.org or 
call (989) 729-4818!

Deadline is April 1 for fast track!

Note: The Independent Newsgroup is not responsible for changes in dates/times or cancellations. Information on this page is submitted through individual organizations.

Activities & Events Activities & Events Check Out These Local 
Nonprofit Events!

See Your Nonprofit 
Event on This Page! Only $15 

for 50 Words (or less)

Note: The Independent Newsgroup is not responsiblefor changes in dates/times or cancellations.
Information is submitted through individual organizations.

•DURAND•
Durand Church of Nazarene
Nativity Around the World 

Thursday, Dec. 9 and Friday, Dec. 10, 6 to 9 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 11, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Hundreds of Nativities on display from around the world.
Refreshments available.

9725 E. Monroe Rd., Durand • (989) 288-2369

Durand Band Boosters
Annual Craft Show 

Over 80 vendors!
Saturday, Dec. 4, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Durand Middle School, 9550 Lansing Rd.
Vendor space available $50/booth

Call (989) 627-4658 for info

•OWOSSO•
St. Joseph Catholic Church

Christmas Kolache Sale
 Now taking orders for homemade kolache pastry 

filled with walnut (filling only)
Kolache $8/dozen

Place your orders by calling (989) 725-5215 
Last day to order is Fri., Dec. 3

Orders ready to be picked up on Thurs., Dec. 9 from
 1 to 4:30 p.m. and Fri., Dec. 10 from 8:30 a.m. to 

12 (noon) p.m. and 12:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Owosso VFW 
Post 9455

  519 S. Chipman St. • (989) 723-8655
Burger Night – Every Wednesday, 5 to 7:30 p.m.

Bingo – Every Thursday, 10 a.m.
Euchre – Every Thursday, 5 p.m.

Sunday Breakfast – Every 2nd Sunday of the Month
8 a.m. to noon

Owosso First United 
Methodist Church
Free Movie Night

 Saturday, Dec. 4 at 7 p.m.
Showing: “The Star”

Free popcorn, snacks, beverages
Everyone welcome!

1500 N. Washington Street

St. Phillips Lutheran Church
Christmas Cookie & 

Bake Sale
Saturday, Dec. 18, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.

219 W. Oliver St., Owosso
(In the basement, enter Water St. door)

Proceeds to benefit the church.
Face masks will be required while in the church.

Byron:
Byron High School 
Dollar General - Byron
 
Chesaning/Oakley:
Chesaning Family Medicine
Dollar General - Chesaning
D’s Party Store (Oakley)
Edward Jones - Chesaning
 
Corunna:
Applebees Bar & Grill
City of Corunna/
   Corunna Police
Community District Library
Dollar General - Corunna
Corunna High School
Corunna Middle School
Corunna Public Schools
Culver’s
Dowen Deluxe Barber Shop
Elsa Meyer Elementary
Family Farm & Home
Corunna School - Children’s   
   SVC - Louise Peacock
Juddville United 
   Methodist Church
LAFCU
McNeil Street Market
Parker’s Propane
Rivals Taphouse
Riverbend Bowl
Shiawassee RESD
Town Tub
 
Durand:
AMVETS Post 2273
Bertha Neal Elementary
Blackmore Rowe Insurance
Changes Barbershop 
D Railed Bar
Dollar General - Durand
Durand High School
Durand Middle School
Durand Eagles
Graff Chevrolet
Fifth/Third Bank of Durand
HQ FunBunker
Jim’s Pizza
Little Caesar’s of Durand
Moose Lodge
Quality Ace Hardware
PFCU
Reed-Raymond Post 2272 
   VFW

Robert Kerr Elementary
Shaw’s Pharmacy
State Farm 
   (Bart Harris Agency)
 
Laingsburg:
American Legion Post 248
Laingsburg Elementary 
   School
Laingsburg High School
Laingsburg Middle School
Laingsburg Primary Care
Laingsburg Public Library
Central Pharmacy   
   of Laingsburg
Subway of Laingsburg
Sage Market Grocery Store
 
Lennon:
Baker Insurance Agency
Dollar General - Lennon
Fringe Salon
Lennon Cafe
Lennon Community 
   District Library
Lennon United 
   Methodist Church
Pure Image Salon
Steiner Tractor Parts Inc.
TVC, Inc.
VKT Barbershop
 
Morrice:
Chemical Bank
 
New Lothrop:
Arthur’s Pizzeria
State Bank
Talk of the Town Salon
 
Owosso:
Advanced Drainage System
Advance Auto Parts
American made tattoos
Appletree Lane
Arby’s
Argus Press
Big Sandy
Ashleigh’s Dance Shack
Bentley Bright Beginnings
Biggby
BJ’s Fine Foods
Bob Evans Restaurant #2050
Bryant Elementary School
Cartronics/Owosso Cellular

Central School Elementary
Chemical Bank (now 
   Huntington)
City of Owosso
D’s Party Store (west Owosso)
Dollar General - Owosso
Eagles #851, Owosso
Eastside Hometown 
   Market Shell
Edward Jones - Minarik
Edward Jones - Peter Keay
Edward Jones Investments
Edward Jones Investments
Emerson Elementary School
Fairview Pet Center
Fifth Third Bank - Downtown
Finishline 

Flagg’s Automotive
Fresenius Clinic
Game Stop
Gilberts Hardware & Appl.
Greg & Lou’s Family Dining
GST Michigan Works
Hankerd Sportswear
Hardee’s/Red Burrito
Harrand’s Market
House of Wheels
H&R Block/Hemenway 
   Business Service Inc.
Independent Newsgroup
It’s a Deli Thing
J’s Tux and Bridal Boutique
J & S Firestone
Joe-Lee’s Crosswinds Café

Kings Corner Store
Knights of Columbus
Korner Pub
LAFCU - West
Like Water Crossfit
Memorial Healthcare
Memorial Rehab.
Midwest Bus Corp.
Murtles Fine Chocolates
New & Old Unique Treasures
Oliver Woods Retirement
Orchard Place Apartments
Owosso Fire Department
Owosso Graphic Arts
Owosso High School
Owosso Mason Lodge #81
Owosso Middle School

Owosso Middle 
   School - Mr. Bird
Owosso School Admin.
Owosso School Transportation
PFCU  M-52
Pinecrest Animal Hospital
Planet Fitness Owosso
Rainbow Bar
Rugged Liner
S & K Farm & Yard
Shiawassee Conservation 
   Association
Shiawasee District Library
Shiawassee RESD
   Student LearningCenter East
 

Continued on Page 13

Toys for Tots Drop Off Locations
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CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM-FIAT
3640 E. M-21     Owosso/Corunna     www.slingerlandcars.com     (989) 743-6331

ALL PRICES PLUS TAX, TITLE, LICENSE, DOC.

3x5.75 BW
11-28-21
D

STK# N1317BSTK# N1405A STK# P5570
‘18 CHEVY COLORADO

Z71, 4X4, V-6, LOADED!
$399 Per Month*

‘14 CHEVY SPARK 2LT
ONLY 74,000 MILES! CLEAN

ONLY $9,589
‘20 CHEVY TAHOE

LT, 4X4, V-8!
$599 Per Month*

STK# N1362A STK# P5585
‘17 DODGE RAM 1500
CREW, 4X4, V-8, LOADED!
$399 Per Month*

‘20 CHRYSLER VOYAGER
LXI, LOADED!

$399 Per Month*

STK# P5609 STK# N1345A
‘15 DODGE CHALLENGER

SXT, ONLY 13,000 MILES!
$399 Per Month*

JEEP WRANGLER
SEVERAL TO 

CHOOSE FROM!

‘16 JEEP RENEGADE
LATITUDE, LOADED!

$299 Per Month*

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF ALL 
THE SPECIAL PRICED 

PRE-OWNED CARS NOW!
At M-21/State Rd.

MINIVANS
PACIFICAS
VOYAGERS

GRAND CARAVANS
IN 

STOCK!20
DEISLER 
ELECTRIC, INC.

In Business 
Since 1962

We Now Offer A Full Line 
Of Automatic Generators

FREE QUOTES - CALL US! 989-288-6993
Residential, Commercial & Industrial

8978 E. Lansing Rd. • Durand • info@DeislerElectric.com

Visit our website: www.DeislerElectric.com

Repaired
eplaced
econditioned

AUTO, TRUCK, FARM, R.V.
7415 Grove St., Swartz Creek
(2 blocks S. of Miller off Morrish)

800-571-8840

Gas Tank Renu
Gas Tanks

   THE MORRICE BUCK POLE FUNDRAISER at the Morrice Senior Center on 
Monday, Nov. 15 proved very successful this year. 
   Buck pole winners include Hunter King (heaviest, 178 lbs.), Brett Scheibner (most 
points - 12 point) and Rex Lewis (oldest hunter). In the youth division, winners in-
clude Kaylee Locke (first hung deer), Wyatt Patrick (heaviest, 165 lbs.) and Kenny 
Allen (most points – 8 point).
   The group raised $5,300 to assist local charities. The annual gun winner requested 
to remain anonymous.
   Organizers wish to thank the following: Adrenaline Electric, Atomic Apparel, 
Bray Electric, Bell Company, Café Sports, Central Pharmacy, Classic Auto, Coffield 
Oil, Darling Hardware, Eagle’s Cove RV Park, Elsessers Auto, Fowlerville Farm 
Services, Great Lakes Monuments, Huffy’s, Hull Brothers, HWP Drilling, Jay’s 
Portables, Joe’s Body Shop, Johnny V’s, K&B Heating, K&J Repair, Kits Café, 
Meal and More, Michigan Iron, Mika Orthodontics, Morrice Hardware, M&S Tire, 
Overhead Door, Perry Dental, Perry Methodist Church, Perry Physical Therapy, 
Pond Hill Sales, RC Fleet, RF Engine, Ridenours, Road Trip Oasis, Shirt Smith, 
Spartan Fence, Young, Turf, Your Barbershop, VanGilder Drainage and Farms, 
Carl’s, Perry Floral, Spalding Insurance, Country Ranch Restaurant, Total Resale, 
Perry Auto, Corunna Mills, P.S. Food Mart, 7-11, Morrice Barbershop, Fowlerville 
Feed and Mugg and Bopps.

(Courtesy Photo)

Local Business Supports Global Conservation Effort
Amphibians Facing Their Own Pandemic 

    On Giving Tuesday, Nov. 30, Josh’s Frogs will be accepting donations via its website to 
fund Herpetological Conservation International (HCI). The mission of this nonprofit or-
ganization is to conserve imperiled reptiles and amphibians through habitat preservation, 
scientific research, educational programs and community involvement.
   Donations acquired through Josh’s Frogs website will be used specifically by HCI in 
helping prevent the spread of harmful pathogens to wild animal populations. Particularly, 
they will focus on providing literature and signage at various rainforest and jungle re-
treats across the globe informing visitors of simple ways to prevent the spread of patho-
gens during their visit.
   “There is an amphibian pandemic happening,” says Myke Clarkson of HCI, a natural 
history filmmaker and television producer who’s filmed, produced and created program-
ming for National Geographic, the Discovery Channel, Netflix and Animal Planet, to 
name a few. “We just are in the midst, maybe hopefully the tail-end, of our own pan-
demic. But amphibians have been going through a pandemic much longer. Theirs isn’t a 
matter of quarantining; they’re restricted to the wild – it’s us protecting them, because 
we’re the vectors for their disease … you have to make sure what you bring to their en-
vironment is disinfected.” 
    You can donate to HCI on Giving Tuesday by ordering from JoshsFrogs.com and en-
tering a donation at checkout. You can also donate to HCI at any time on their website, 
HerpConservation.com.

Gov. Whitmer Signs Executive Directive Readying 
Michigan to Effectively Use Bipartisan Infrastructure 

Plan to Continue Fixing the Roads & Bridges 
   Governor Gretchen Whitmer, in preparation for the billions in federal funds Michigan 
is expected to receive over the next five years specifically for roads and bridges from 
the newly-enacted Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, also known as the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Plan, issued an executive directive (ED) to state departments and agencies 
to collaborate with the legislature and begin preparing the state to rebuild hundreds of 
miles of roads, repair hundreds of bridges, and restore high-quality transportation infra-
structure for every family, community and small business.
    “Right now, we have a historic opportunity to put Michiganders first and use the billions 
in funding we are expected to receive under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
to ensure every community has safe, smooth roads and bridges,” said Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer. “With this executive directive, we are getting ready to build up local roads and 
bridges across Michigan, create thousands of good-paying jobs for Michiganders, and 
ensure small businesses, downtowns, and neighborhoods have high-quality, reliable in-
frastructure to rely on as we usher in a new era of prosperity for our state. I look forward 
to working with the legislature to invest these dollars and get the job done.”
    “Everyone in Michigan is well-aware of the need to fix our roads, bridges and critical in-
frastructure,” said Doug Stockwell, Business Manager of Operating Engineers 324. “And 
now the federal government has joined Michigan in dedicating the financial investment 
to make it happen. Effective and efficient construction requires good planning, quality 
materials and a highly skilled workforce like the members of Operating Engineers 324. 
Governor Whitmer’s Executive Directive will make sure the planning stage is done cor-
rectly, setting Michigan residents up for better roads, bridges, and quality jobs.” 
    “A bipartisan coalition passed the once-in-a-generation infrastructure plan in 
Washington and the Detroit Regional Chamber urges leaders in Lansing to address the 
state’s long-term needs with bipartisan cooperation,” said Brad Williams, Vice President 
of Government Relations for the Detroit Regional Chamber. “Strategically investing in 
roads, bridges, broadband and sustainable resiliency will position Michigan businesses, 
Michigan workers and Michigan’s economy to thrive in the global marketplace.”
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Shiawassee RESD/
   Student Learning West
Shiawassee RESD 
   Transport (SATA)
Signature Ford
Sobaks Home Medical
Sonoco
Southside Hometown 
   Market Shell
Springrove
Tim Horton’s
Tractor Supply - TSC
Walmart
Watkins Funeral 
   Home (Owosso)
Wells Fargo Advisors
Westside Hometown  
   Market Shell
Young of Owosso
 
Perry:
Perry Memorial Rehab
Perry East Elementary
Perry High School
Perry Middle School
Smokin Johnny V’s
 
Vernon:
Village Hair Shoppe
Sherman’s Irish Pub
Great Lakes Rental

Saint Nicholas 
Holiday Organ 

Program
   The Owosso First 
Congregational Church UCC 
at 327 N. Washington St. in-
vites the public to a holiday or-
gan performance of the season, 
during the 10:30 a.m., Sunday 
morning worship, Dec. 12. 
   The guest organist is 
Carolyn Thibideau, a lifelong 
musician and music educa-
tor. She holds music degrees 
from Oakland University and 
University of Michigan. She 
has performed in Germany, 
Austria, Italy, Switzerland, 
England, Scotland, Wales, 
Mexico, Dubrovnik, the Czech 
Republic, Georgia and ex-
tensively in Michigan. She 
is a past dean of the Detroit 
Chapter of the American Guild 
of Organists.
   All attendees must be masked 
and the church is handicap ac-
cessible.

2x9.5
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blackmore-r
INSURANCE

blackmore-r
INSURANCE

PMS 201 blackmore-rowe
insurance

Drimby’s 
Tree service
989-666-3620
youTube “Living Our
American Dream #114”.
check out our video!

Turn Trees & 
Underbrush Into 
Useable Land
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blackmorerowedurand.com 303 E. Monroe Rd., Durand 989-288-2654

Connecting Your Business to 
the Community Market.

$25/week - reach over 25,000 homes!

M-F 10am-5pm; anytime by appointment 
989-729-6852 • 812 W. Main St., Owosso

Full Canvas shop
20 Years in 

Business

B & S Satellite
HDTV Solutions
• Expert Service
• Reasonable Prices

-- TV anTennaS --
989-723-1138

Steve Hann • 1376 W. Allen Rd., Henderson NOTICE 
BINGO - Corunna VFW 

Will be closed until 
after the New Year.

                 -See you then 1/16
11-14-21
K

Family Owned 

& Operated 

Over 75 Years
Sloan Septic

SLOAN’S SEPTIC TANK SERVICE 
6453 N. Williamston Rd., Perry

      517-655-1632

      MEMBERS OF THE 
OWOSSO HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION, along 
with community volun-
teers and representatives 
from Owosso Masonic 
Lodge 81, came togeth-
er to deck out Curwood 
Castle for the holidays 
on Saturday, Nov. 20. 
The popular downtown 
Owosso location is now 
drenched in Christmas 
bling and photo-op ready 
for visitors.
(Courtesy Photos/Denice Grace)

Last Pick-up for Leaves
  City of Perry residents are reminded that Tuesday, 
Nov. 30, is the final day that loose leaves will be picked-up 
at the curb.
  Paper Yard Waste bags will be randomly picked-up.
  Leaf pick-up will resume in April 2022.
  For additional information, persons may call city hall 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, (517) 625-6155 
ext. 235.
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 (810) 266-6474

Banner
11-28-21
K

MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! 50 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 
888-835-7273 Hablamos 
Espanol
………………………………
MISCELLANEOUS

BUILT BEST BARNS 
Michigan's Largest Pole 
Barn Company. Best Qual-
ity, Best Service, ORDER 
NOW for BEST PRICING! 
License/Insured 
1-877-802-9591 (Office) 
989-205-2534 (Cell) 
………………………………
MISCELLANEOUS

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 
1-844-369-2501

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 
1-866-950-6757

ARTHRITIS, COPD, JOINT 
Pain or Mobility Issues on 
the Stairs? **STOP 
STRUGGLING** Give Your 
Life A Lift! An Acorn Stairlift 
is a perfect solution! A BBB 
Rating. Call now for $250 
OFF your purchase. 
FREE DVD & brochure. 
1-855-280-6240

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
Coverage for [350+] proce-

065 Miscellaneous

AUCTIONS

ONLINE Multiple 
Estate and Real 
Estate Auctions going on 
now! Go to: 
Bid.SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com

Considering an 
auction? Contact 
auctioneer Joe Sherwood 
for all of your auction 
needs. 800-835-0495.

Frank & Tammy Fischer 
Moving - Online Auction. 
Bid ONLINE Dec 2nd - 6th 
at NarhiAuctions.com 
'99 F350 Truck with Plow, 
VW Beetle, Tools, 
Zero-Turn, Trailers, 
Firearms, Tools, Furniture, 
more. 810-266-6474
………………………………
BUSINESS SERVICES

METAL ROOFING regular 
and shingle style, HALF 
OFF ON SPECIAL COL-
ORS! Also, lifetime asphalt 
shingles available. Li-
censed and insured build-
ers. Quality work for 40 
years! AMISH CREW.  
517-575-3695.   
………………………………
EMPLOYMENT-DRIVERS

DRIVERS WANTED OTR 
& REGIONAL Dry 
Van/Tanker (NonHaz) Ins. 
Pkg & 401K Bonus 
Sign-On & Referral!
906-212-5166 or 
apply online   
www.amexpressinc.com
………………………………
MATTRESSES

BEDS-BEDS-BEDS!
Mattresses any size and 
any comfort. Delivery 
anywhere in Michigan 
DanDantheMattressMan.com

ADJUSTABLE BED 
BRAND New with 
Imcomfort gel memory 
foam mattress. Retail Cost 
$3,995.00, sacrifice for 
$875.00. Call for showing 
or delivery:  989-615-2951.
………………………………

065 Miscellaneous

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which makes 
it illegal to advertise 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion or 
national origin, or an 
intention to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination. This 
newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

060 Legal Notices

CELEBRATE 
CHRISTMAS!

A music extravaganza at 
The Z Hall. 

December 12th, 5:00-8:00. 
Tickets include dinner and 

a show from Hark Up! 
Advanced tickets required.
www.thezhall.com/events

(989)723-7028

ARE YOU TIRED of Sticky, 
Smelly pop bottles 

and cans?
Call us! 989-721-9161

030 Announcements
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      BLU ASHE in Westown Owosso held a grand 
opening event on Saturday, Nov. 13. Owners Jordan 
Trzcinski and Kylie Kingsburg had quite a busy first 
day in their new Main Street location.
   Blu Ashe, a boutique shop, started as an online store.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford) 

IT Training Available for Individuals 
with Disabilities

   The Michigan Bridge to Opportunity Academy (MBA) is 
seeking candidates for their training and certification pro-
gram. MBA was specifically developed to empower and en-
able people with disabilities to achieve a meaningful career 
in information technology.
   MBA is the result of a public-private partnership with the 
Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity’s 
Michigan Rehabilitation Services (MRS), operated by Three 
Talents LLC. The program provides technical and ready-for-
work training and a strong support team to ensure each can-
didate reaches their full potential.
   “MBA is built on the best practices of successful, simi-
lar bridge academies worldwide with high student success 
rates,” said MBA Founder and CEO Patrick Romzek. “It 
provides employers with a valuable supply of untapped tal-
ent and gives candidates meaningful opportunities that can 
transform their lives.”
   This tuition-free opportunity for Michigan residents with 
disabilities runs for 20 weeks, uses curriculum provided by 
the Cisco Networking Academy and leads to certification as 
a Cisco Certified Technician to enable entry-level IT jobs for 
participants. Potential candidates must have a documented 
disability, an 11th grade reading and math level and an in-
terest in IT.
   “We are pleased to partner with MBA to support the need 
to fill in-demand IT roles with a diverse pool of individuals,” 
said Tina Fullerton, director of MRS. “This training oppor-
tunity balances the technical aspects with career preparation 
to provide students with the confidence and skills they need 
to experience a lifetime of success after graduation.”
   For those interested in applying, MBA is hosting infor-
mational sessions this fall. You can sign up online on the 
Michigan Bridge Academy program website: michigan-
bridgeacademy.org. 
   MRS assists persons with disabilities to achieve compet-
itive employment and self-sufficiency. For more informa-
tion on Michigan Rehabilitation Services, visit Michigan.
gov/MRS.
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“If you judge people, 
you have no time 
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~ Mother Teresa
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M-52 & M-57, CHESANING 989-845-3057
Monday 8a-6p, Tuesday-Friday 8a-6p

Open Saturday 8a-1p

Cooling 
System Flush

$169.95
Alignments 
Starting At

$99.95

1/8
11/21/21
D

Hurry In! Tire Rebates End 11/30/21

1/8
11-21-21 � ru 2-6-21
A

GINGER SQUARE 
APARTMENTS in Owosso 

is now accepting 
applications for 2, 3 & 

4 bedroom units.
All units equipped with A/C, 

kitchen appliances, free 
utilities, and laundry 

hook-ups in each unit.
Income based rent.
Stop in to pick up an 

application.
1200 Penbrook Dr. 

Owosso 989-723-1331
TTY #711

Equal Housing Opportunity

395 Rentals

CASH FOR JUNKERS
Crashed-running or not!

Up to $1,000!!!
989-666-6365.

320 Automobiles

24hr. Light & Heavy 
Towing 

* Ditch Recoveries
* Tire Changes

* Motorcycle towing
* Jump Starts

* Vehicle unlocks
* Buy/tow junk cars

* Long distance towing
* Flatbed available

989-743-5768
maxtowmi.com

Check us out on Facebook

320 Automobiles

AS A FAMILY
Preservation Social Worker 

with Orchards Children’s 
Services, you have the 

opportunity to apply 
research based interven-

tion plans, which are devel-
oped and implemented in 
the family’s home or com-
munity. While providing 

home-based services you 
will collaborate with 
Children’s Protective 

Services and Foster Care, 
in identifying the family’s 

needs, strengths, and then 
developing goals designed 
to enhance family function-
ing. Reignite your passion 
for helping families in need 

by using your education 
and experience to make a 
meaningful difference in 
Shiawassee and Gratiot 

Counties. We look forward 
to receiving your resume 

submitted to 
slaskey@orchards.org or 

through our website at 
www.orchards.org.

171 Job Opportunities

THE INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPERS are 

brought to you by our 
valued advertisers. Tell 

them thank you and 
that you found them in 

the Independent!

THE INDEPENDENT
NEWSGROUP

is Expanding its Sales 
Team. We are looking for 
sales-minded, successful 

candidates for Part-time or 
Independent Contractor 

sales positions.
Are you:

Motivated?
A Self-starter?

Energetic?
Goal-oriented?

Then please email your 
resume and cover letter to:
kim@owossoindependent.

com

NOW HIRING
TRUCK DRIVER

Regional, Michigan driving 
or CLASS A OTR

CALL 517-675-5847 or
517-881-1544
Apply online

www.transfleet.com

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE
effective and easy. 
$16.50 for the first 14 

words and 20 cents/word 
for each additional word.  
Call the Independent 

Newsgroup to place your 
classified ad today!

989-723-1118, 
classifieds@owossoinde-

pendent.com

170 Help Wanted

CDL-A-OTR DRIVERS, 
OWNER Ops or Company 
Drivers, Full or part time. 

Home weekends. Benefits 
available, Direct Deposit. 

Min. 2 yrs OTR exp. 
William Bruckman Trucking 
1876 Krouse Rd. Owosso 

989-723-2399

170 Help Wanted

RLP FORESTRY
TREE SERVICE. 

Over-20-years-experience.  
Certified journeyman 

climber, also gutter clean-
ing. Free estimates. 

989-666-3447.

125 Trees / Stump Service

TONYA’S
CLEAN SWEEP

Professional 
House Cleaning

Reliable, Efficient,
Affordable

Residential-Commercial
20yrs. Experience 

989-634-5873

115 Business Services

STEEL ROOFS
We put steel roofs 

on high barns. 
Free Estimates. 
John Reurink 

(616)527-3635

110 Building / Home Imp.

COLLEGE STUDENT 
LOOKING For 

Dependable Car. 
Rust, Dings Are Okay. 

989-277-5869.

070 Wanted

FREE, no obligation, quote 
today. Call 1-855-476-9698

BATH & SHOWER 
UPDATES in as little as 
ONE DAY! Affordable 
prices - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  
Call: 877-401-2404

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it conven-
ient to shop from home. 
Professional installation.  
Top quality - Made in the 
USA.  Call for free consul-
tation:  844-400-9455.  
Ask about our specials!

REPLACE YOUR ROOF
with the best looking and 
longest lasting material - 
steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and 
multiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a life-
time! Limited Time Offer - 
$500 Discount + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-718-1856

LONG DISTANCE MOV-
ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America's 
Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving!  
Speak to a Relocation Spe-
cialist, call 866-495-2374

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED 
living, memory care, or 
independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies 
the process of finding 
senior living at no cost to 
your family. Call 
1-888-978-0584 today!

065 Miscellaneous

dures. Real dental insur-
ance -NOT just a discount 
plan. [Don't wait!] Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-253-3162 
www.dental50plus.com/55
#6258

DIRECTV for $69.99/mo 
for 12 months with 
CHOICE Package. Watch 
your favorite live sports, 
news & entertainment any-
where. One year of HBO 
Max FREE.  Directv is #1 
in Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) Call 
for more details! (some 
restrictions apply) Call 
1-888-351-0154

GENERAC STANDBY 
GENERATORS provide 
backup power during utility 
power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe 
and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). 
Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 
1-855-922-0420.

HAVING MEN'S HEALTH
issues? Thanks to science, 
ED can be optional. Try 
HIMS. Connect with a 
medical professional on-
line. If approved, your pre-
scribed medication is deliv-
ered to your door. FREE 
online visit 
http://himsnow.com/mich

THE GENERAC PWRcell, 
a solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your 
home. Full installation serv-
ices available. $0 Down Fi-
nancing Option. Request a 

065 Miscellaneous
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Thank You for Supporting 
Your Local Newspaper ...
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1907 W. M-21
Owosso
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Blue Cross has top-rated  
Medicare Advantage plans.

Medicare Plus BlueSM and BCN AdvantageSM are PPO, HMO-POS and HMO plans with Medicare contracts. Enrollment in Medicare Plus Blue and BCN Advantage depends on 
contract renewal. Every year, Medicare evaluates plans based on a 5-star rating system. Star ratings are calculated each year and may change from one year to the next. Blue Cross 

Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care Network are nonprofit corporations and independent licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association. 

To speak with a Blue Cross health plan advisor, call 855-431-2521 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., 7 days a week,  

October 1-March 31. TTY users, call 711. To receive information about your Medicare options, visit bcbsmplan.com/stars

For 2022, Blue Cross PPO received 4.5 out of 5 stars.

For 2022, Blue Care Network HMO received 
 Medicare’s highest possible star rating.

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) publishes star ratings each 
year on a scale of 1 to 5 with 5 being the best. These star ratings measure quality 

of care, level of coverage and member satisfaction within each plan.
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