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        Since March, the Shiawassee Family YMCA has 
continually adapted to support the needs of the commu-
nity. On Wednesday, Nov. 18, the Y hosted its fifth food 
distribution event, distributing 10 tons of food from the 
Greater Lansing Food Bank to over 250 families.
   “Since the beginning of the pandemic, we have been 
able to distribute 20,000 pounds of food to almost 800 
families. We could not do this work without support from 
our members, YMCA staff, and family. Special thanks 
again to Owosso Rotary Club for volunteering to help 
with the organization and distribution,” said Shiawassee 
Family YMCA CEO Laura Archer. “Together, we make 
a difference in our community.”
   With the new Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services epidemic orders that began Wednesday, 
Nov. 18, the Y has again had to adapt. After reopening in 
September, the Y has slowly been adding back services 
to its members including the ever-popular group exercise 
classes. Many of the classes have been held outside to 
ensure an added layer of safety for both instructors and 
members. Now that winter is upon us, the Y is ready to 
offer a new way for its members to stay healthy at home 
– virtual group exercise classes.
   “Being in Michigan, we knew there would be an 

expiration date as to how long 
we would be able to continue 
our group exercise classes out-
side. In anticipation of the arrival 
of colder weather, we have been 
working on offering our class-
es virtually and with the new 
mandates, we are excited to an-
nounce a full schedule of virtual 
group exercise classes,” shared 
Lexi Stevenson, Shiawassee 
Family YMCA Healthy Living 
Coordinator. “The classes will be 
available to anyone in the com-
munity through December 8 via 
Zoom so it’s a great time to give 
us a try if you aren’t currently 
a member.”
   There are at least three classes 
offered a day, Monday through 
Friday, including Y Body Shop, HIIT, Tai Chi, and four 
different types of Yoga. Newly offered classes Barre 
Ballet Fusion and Level 1 Resistance Bands will also 
be available.

   As the gift-giving season quickly approaches, the Y 
wants to remind everyone that they offer gift certifi-
cates. Gift Certificates make a great gift and can be used 

Continued on Page 3
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Happy

YMCA Continues to Adapt 
During Pandemic

(Courtesy Photo)

The Old NewsBoys of Shiawassee 
County Need You

‘Let no child be 
forgotten at 
Christmas’

by Karen Mead-Elford, co-editor

   The Old NewsBoys program for Shiawassee County 
is organized annually through the Durand Eagles Aerie 
#3851, along with help from area service groups – in 
an effort to provide Christmas packages for Children 
in need. In 2019, the group provided 426 children 
with Christmas gifts and they are anticipating a much 

greater need this year. They would appreciate any assis-
tance from the public.
   Some of the families that are helped come through the 
Durand Eagles, but most are processed through Capital 
Area Community Services (CACS) on Corunna Avenue. 
Gift packages generally include clothing, personal need 
items, socks, underwear, a warm hat, an age-appropriate 
gift and more. They help children from newborn through 
high school.
   Due to the pandemic, fundraising has been made very 
difficult this year. All funds earned are used to pur-
chase and deliver the Christmas boxes for children in 
Shiawassee County.
   How you can help:
• The Old NewsBoys Annual Paper Drive (fundraiser) 
will take place on Friday, Dec. 11 in Durand, Vernon and 
Corunna. More locations may be added.

Continued on Page 7
Shown are Sue Bocigal and Roxanne Reynolds.

(Courtesy Photo)



2   The Independent  v  Sunday, Nov. 25, 2020

Come In For A Real Taste of Mexico!
Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.

1706 W. Main St., Owosso
989-720-8226

Hours:  Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. 11am-10pm

Sat. 11:30am-10pm, Sun. 11:30am-9pm 

6104 Miller Rd., Swartz Creek
810-644-7066

For every 
$20 spent 

for gift cards, 
you’ll receive 

an extra 
$5 on 

the card

Purchase One 
Dinner Get 1 Dinner

1/2 Off!
Save up to $5

(Not valid with any other offers, one coupon per party)

BLACK 
FRIDAY 
ONLY
Extra $5

812 W. Main St., Owosso

Stop in to our showroom!

Full Canvas Shop

Now Open

989-729-6852

Rep. Frederick: We All have 
Responsibility to Take Precautions, 

Protect Others from COVID-19
   State Rep. Ben Frederick is calling upon mid-Michigan res-
idents to follow COVID-19 safety protocols to protect their 
families, friends and neighbors.
   “If each of us make a short-term behavior change, this 
surge can still be mitigated and reversed,” said Frederick, of 
Owosso. “This isn’t about whether you agree with govern-
ment mandates. It’s not political. It’s about taking personal 
responsibility. Our personal response – our habits today and 
the way we approach this next critical period – will make the 
difference more than any government edict.”
   Frederick said Michigan is currently at about 75 percent 
of the hospitalization level experienced during the spring 
COVID-19 peak. Additionally, the Michigan Hospital 
Association and the Michigan State Medical Society have re-
ported that increased community spread is resulting in more 
clinical staff, support staff and providers who must quaran-
tine, making staffing challenges more significant than what 
healthcare systems experienced earlier in the pandemic.
   “Most of us stated at some point that our first concern was 
to preserve our health-care capacity and help meet the needs 
of our front-line workers,” Frederick said. “As hospitals fill up 
and as health-care workers ask for our help, it falls to us to be 
true to those words in our actions.
   “We can only take comfort in the very high survival rates 
for younger folks with no preexisting conditions if our elders 
and the vulnerable are not continually being infected. If our 
health-care workers, law enforcement officers, teachers and 
others are getting sick or quarantined because there is an 
unsustainable and rising positivity level in our communities, 
how can we possibly make progress and maintain those areas 
of social and community life we hold dear?”
   Frederick said data shows the prime source of infections re-
mains small and mid-size gatherings, typically multi-house-
hold get-togethers with family and friends, as people are most 

likely to relax their safety protocols.
   “My family will continue to do the ‘big three’ – hand wash-
ing, face coverings and distancing,” Frederick said. “We will 
approach gathering differently – for a time. We will approach 
Thanksgiving a bit differently, as well – for ourselves, our 
loved ones, our elders, the vulnerable individuals in our lives 
and the community we love, and for our selfless exhausted 
front-line workers serving us. Please join us.”

County Offices to Close 
for Thanksgiving

   Shiawassee County Clerk Caroline Wilson has announced 
that the Shiawassee County Courthouse, located in down-
town Corunna, and all county offices will be closed on 
Thursday and Friday, Nov. 26 and 27 in observance of the 
Thanksgiving Day holiday. Offices will resume regular busi-
ness hours on Monday, Nov. 30, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
   Offices in the Courthouse include 35th Judicial Circuit 
Court, Friend of the Court, County Clerk, Register of Deeds, 
Equalization and Treasurer.

Chesaning-Brady Fire department 
to host three-day Blood drive

   The Chesaning-Brady Fire Department, located at 1632 
Brady St. in Chesaning, will host a three-day blood drive. 
Blood can be donated from noon to 6 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Dec. 2, or from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 3 and 
Friday, Dec. 4.
   There is no substitute for the lifesaving gift of blood. It is 
precious. It is perishable. And the need for it is vital. Together, 
we make our communities stronger.
   Because the high schools cannot host blood drives due to 
coronavirus restrictions, the honor society and students will 
get credit for recruiting donors for this drive. Donors will 
need to add “CHS” in the comments section when making 
their appointment for the high school to get credit.

   Please call (866) 642-5663 to schedule an appointment. To 
schedule an appointment online, go to https://donate.michi-
gan.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/134610 to 
make an appointment for Dec. 2, https://donate.michigan.
versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/121859 for an 
appointment on Dec. 3 or https://donate.michigan.versiti.org/
donor/schedules/drive_schedule/121865 for an appointment 
on Dec. 4.
   Blood donors make a lifesaving difference. More than 4.5 
million patients need life-saving blood transfusions each year 
in the U.S. and Canada. Blood is a perishable resource that 
can be stored only for a short time, so blood donors are need-
ed every day.
   Healthy individuals ages 17 and older (or 16 with parent/
guardian permission) who weigh at least 112 pounds may be 
eligible to give blood every 56 days. However, females age 18 
and younger must weigh at least 120 pounds.

Annual Wreath Fundraiser 
Kicks Off in Perry

   The Perry Historical Society is happy to announce it will 
hold its annual wreath fundraiser for 2020. These beautiful 
balsam wreaths have long been a Perry holiday decorating 
tradition, perfect for home or cemetery needs.
   Customers may order wreaths for safe pick-up by messaging 
the Calkins-Macqueen social media page. Customers may 
also order by calling (575) 499-6213. Each purchaser can se-
lect the ribbon and decorative berry of their choice. Payment 
is due at pick-up, by cash or check.
   Wreaths can be picked up at the Calkins Macqueen House, 
located at 127 E. First St. in Perry, between noon and 4 p.m. 
on Saturday, Nov. 28, Sunday, Nov. 29 or Saturday, Dec. 
5. Pick-up by appointment can also be arranged by calling 
(575) 499-6213. Masks will be required at pick-up.
   The Perry Historical Society would like to thank the com-
munity for its continued support and wish everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season.
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Black Friday 
WEEKEND 

DEALS
Nov. 27-
Nov. 29

M-F 9a-8p
Sat. 9a-5p
Sun. 11a-3p

35% Off 
Melissa 
& Doug

35% Off 
Thompson’s

Candles
Kitchen 
Linens
$2.99

Crescent 
Socks

35% Off 

Fleece Lined 
Leggings
35% Off 

Soft 
Plaid Scarf

$7.99

989-288-6886 221 N. Saginaw St., Durand
www.shawspharmacy.com

Virtual and Face-To-Face 
Appointments

WWW.SHIABEWELL.ORG

989-723-6791 
1-800-622-4514 (TTY) 

Services and Crisis Intervention 24/7, Make The Call Today

MHSAA Suspends, Reschedules 
Fall and Winter Sports Seasons

   On Sunday, Nov. 15, the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association (MHSAA) suspended its 
fall tournaments for girls volleyball, girls swim-
ming & diving and football, and all winter prac-
tices and competitions scheduled to begin over 
the next three weeks per the emergency order 
to pause activity announced by the Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) to limit the spread of COVID-19.  
   The volleyball and swimming & diving 
tournaments have one week remaining, with 
MHSAA finals for both previously scheduled for 
Saturday, Nov. 21. The 11- and 8-Player football 
playoffs also are nearing their conclusions, with 
the 8-player postseason two games from comple-
tion and 11-player down to its final three rounds. 
   MHSAA Executive Director Mark Uyl provid-
ed the following statement at the time:
   “We understand the need for action, and we 
will explore all options to complete our fall tour-
naments when restrictions are lifted. We will 
assess everything over the next three weeks rel-
ative to fall and winter sports and come up with 
a plan that keeps us connected to our goal, for 
months, of having three seasons that are played 
to their conclusions.”
   And then on Wednesday, Nov. 18, the 
Representative Council of the MHSAA ap-
proved an adjusted schedule to restart and con-
clude fall tournaments in football, girls volley-
ball and girls swimming & diving, and also to 
resume winter sports.
   If allowed by the MDHHS, practice would 
resume for all three fall sports on Wednesday, 
Dec. 9, with tournaments scheduled as follows:
•  Volleyball: Quarterfinals in all four divisions 
would be played Tuesday, Dec. 15, with semi-
finals played on Thursday, Dec. 17 and Friday, 
Dec. 18, and finals on Saturday, Dec. 19. Those 
final two rounds would be played at Battle 
Creek’s Kellogg Arena, as previously scheduled.
•  Swimming & Diving: All three Lower 

Peninsula finals would be conducted Tuesday, 
Dec. 22 (diving) and Wednesday, Dec. 23 
(swimming), with three high schools each 
hosting one meet. This allows for a two-week 
practice window for all participating swimmers 
who previously met and entered qualification 
times, and for divers who previously qualified at 
regional meets.
•  Football: 11-player regional finals and 8-play-
er semifinals would be played Tuesday, Dec. 15 
and Wednesday Dec. 16; 11-player semifinals 
and 8-player finals would be played on Monday, 
Dec. 21 and Tuesday, Dec. 22, the 8-player 
championship games at Midland Community 
Stadium; 11-player finals will be played Monday, 
Dec. 28 and Tuesday, Dec. 29 at Ford Field.
   For winter sports, the Council approved re-
suming practices on Dec. 9 if allowed by 
the MDHHS, with competition to begin 
Monday, Jan. 4.
   “We understand where COVID numbers were 
trending, and that’s why we have been support-
ive of the order to pause,” Uyl said. “But these 
fall sports deserve closure, and this strategy 
provides the best opportunities without further 
interruptions to a normal course of training and 
competition.
   “A very small percentage of our teams remain 
active in our fall tournaments, also limiting 
potential exposure to the virus across the state. 
Meanwhile, by waiting until January to begin 
winter competition, the Council is allowing our 
teams to continue activity but also restricting 
the mixing of communities to further promote 
reducing COVID spread.”
   The Council meets again Dec. 4 for its annual  
Fall Meeting, and at that time will consider pos-
sible tournament adjustments necessary due to 
the shortened Winter competition season.
   The Representative Council is the 19-member 
legislative body of the MHSAA. All but five are 
elected by member schools. Four members are 
appointed by the Council to facilitate representa-
tion of females and minorities, and the 19th posi-
tion is occupied by the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction or designee.

Recipes
Chicken and 
Broccoli Alfredo
Ingredients:
6 oz. uncooked, no-yolk pasta
1 cup fresh or frozen broccoli florets
2 tbsp. light margarine
1 lb. skinless, boneless chicken 
breasts (cubed)
1 can 98% fat-free cream 
of mushroom soup
½ cup ½-percent milk

½ cup grated parmesan cheese
½ tsp. pepper

Directions: Prepare pasta according to bag 
directions. Add broccoli last 4 minutes 
of cooking time. Drain. In skillet over 
medium heat, heat margarine. Add chicken 
and cook until browned, stirring often. 
Add soup, milk, cheese, pepper and pasta 
mixture and cook through, stirring often.

Submitted by Cathy Baumgardner, Owosso

YMCA Continues to Adapt   Continued from Page 1

for memberships, programs, camp, or personal training. Consider gifting an experience this 
holiday season.
   “We know how tough the past nine months have been on everyone. I think we have all 
taken stock of what is really important and for many that is family, health and shared expe-
riences rather than things,” reflected Archer. “There is much that is out of our control but 
one of the things we can control is our health. You can make healthy choices for yourself 
and your family and the Shiawassee Family YMCA is here to partner with you on your 
health goals.”
   The Shiawassee Family YMCA, serving the community since 1946, is committed to 
nurturing the potential of children through Youth Development, improving our commu-
nity’s health and well-being by promoting Healthy Living, and fostering a sense of Social 
Responsibility by providing opportunities to give back and support our neighbors.
   For more information, contact Shiawassee Family YMCA at (989) 725-8136 or visit 
shiawasseeymca.org.
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CHRYSLER-DODGE-JEEP-RAM-FIAT
3640 E. M-21     Owosso/Corunna     www.slingerlandcars.com     (989) 743-6331

WE NEED TRADE-INS 
TOP $$ PAID NOW

LOW BANK FINANCING
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE LOW RATES NOW

$29,889* $33,989* $38,489*

$269/$269† $379/$379†$22,189*$31,789*

*All prices include applicable rebates, plus tax, title, doc fee and license. †5,000 miles per year lease, tax included, plus doc fee and license, title. ††10,000 miles per year lease, tax included, plus license, title. 
All payments figured through Ally Financial, Chrysler Capital or MSUFCU, with approved credit. 

JEEP.COM

JEEP.COM

JEEP.COM

JEEP.COM

JEEP.COM

JEEP.COM

JEEP.COM

JEEP.COM

NEW 2020 JEEP 
RENEGADE

LATITUDE
STK# N0391

NEW 2020 CHRYSLER 

PACIFICA
TOURING L

STK# N0379

NEW 2020 RAM 
1500 CREW CAB

BIG HORN PKG.
STK# N0274

NEW 2021 JEEP 
WRANGLER

4 DR. SPORT
STK# N1054

NEW 2021 JEEP 
COMPASS

LIMITED
STK# N1066

NEW 2020 DODGE 
JOURNEY SE

STK# N0229

NEW 2020 
124 SPIDER

LUSSO
STK# N0344

4X4, NAVIGATION
SUNROOF, TRAILER 
TOW, LED LIGHTING

4X4, V-6, HARDTOP, 
AUTOMATIC, 
RUBICON WHEELS!

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, 
LEATHER, LOADED!
MSRP $41,735

4X4, 5.7 LITRE, HEMI 
V-8, 20” WHEELS, 
REMOTE START

4X4, AUTO, LOADED, 
3 PC. HARDTOP!

LEATHER, 
4X4, LOADED!

7 PASSENGER, 
LOADED- HURRY IN!

LEATHER, LOADED 
AND SPORTY!

BLACK FRIDAY PRICE... BLACK FRIDAY PRICE... BLACK FRIDAY PRICE...

STARTING AT... STARTING AT...

DOWN DOWNPER MO. PER MO.

BLACK FRIDAY PRICE...BLACK FRIDAY PRICE...

SAVE OVER
$6,500

SAVE OVER
$3,000

SAVE OVER
$7,500

SAVE OVER
$11,000

BLACK FRIDAY
 SPECIAL!

EMPLOYEE 
PRICING FOR ALL

FUN GIFT! BLACK FRIDAY
 SPECIAL!

$299/$299††
STARTING AT...

DOWN PER MO.

NEW 2021 JEEP 
GLADIATOR

SPORT
STK# N1059
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Our Warehouse is bulging! Over 800 Appliances in Stock ... Ready for Pickup or delivery!
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‘Not a Moment 
of Life is Ever 

Wasted’
A Short Story by Karen Mead-Elford

  Kathleen was pleased to find her snow shov-
el tucked in the corner of her garage, unused 
since last January, eleven months prior. The 
snow had started to fall around 1 p.m., just 
after she had finished a piece of toast for 
lunch since she wanted to eat light with com-
pany coming – that company being her two 
grandchildren, her daughter and her son-in-
law. She had seen them often in the recent 
months that had been somewhat shadowed 
over by the ongoing pandemic, though now 
normal holiday traditions and plans had been 
dramatically altered as they had all agreed 
on a brief, cautious get together at Kathleen’s 
old farm house. Her daughter and her family 
lived only a few miles away. The kids were 
attending online schooling and her daughter 
and son-in-law currently worked from home.
   Grabbing the shovel with her gloved hands, 
she set to work to clear off the long walk to 
the drive, starting with the porch steps. Her 
large, two-story home was set a distance 
off the road – not necessarily the most ide-
al arrangement for a single woman of 70, 
but home was home. The 1890 two-story 
had belonged to her second husband, Fred. 
They had been happily married, living in the 
house, for just shy of three decades before 
he passed away two years ago. Of course, 
Kathleen had grown to love the place with its 
acres of orchards and gardens, every bit of it 
reminding her of Fred.
   Fred Samson had been a stubborn, trunk of 
a man with wide, leathery hands from work-
ing the Samson family farm for a lifetime. 
His life focus had always been on the land 
and when they had met, Kathleen reasoned, 
some of that passion had stuck with her.
   “Every path has more than a few puddles,” 
Fred use to tell her. He had a number of such 
tried and true sayings, and though he was far 
from being an outgoing conversationalist, he 
was not above using his old sayings in repe-
tition. “If you find yourself in a hole, the first 
thing you gotta do is stop digging,” another 
Fred saying came to her mind. “Remember, 
Kathleen, you cannot unsay a mean word.”
   The more she shoveled, the more sayings 
popped into her mind. Kathleen smiled, 
missing his gnarled voice, missing the com-
fort of his hands in a tight hug … just missing 
the essence of Fred.
   “Not a moment of life is ever wasted living 
on a farm.” That was her favorite Fred quote. 
She paused briefly, breathing in the chilled 
air. Fred never wasted anything. Ever. She 
loved that about him – his dedication to find-
ing a necessity for every item or person in his 
life. That dedication had included her, and 
she admitted she missed being a necessity. 
She enjoyed feeling needed. She had loved 
being a mother in her early years, though her 
first husband had never honestly needed her. 
Perhaps that is why he left. Fred had needed 
her, though, and she had always needed Fred 
and the relationship had worked for the both 
of them.
   Large flakes tickled her nose and she was 
half-tempted to stick her tongue out to catch 
one, just because she could. Resisting, she 
took in the surrounding farm-scape, painted 

in earthy tones of rust, beige and gray: con-
trasts that were slowly being softened by the 
falling snow.
   The lights from her Christmas tree in the 
front window somewhat brightened the late 
afternoon dusk. Her Christmas tree was 
missing a star this year: something she was 
hoping her daughter or brother-in-law might 
help her with this evening. She had not felt up 
to trying to tackle the top of the 9-foot tree 
with just her kitchen stepladder. The star – 
a fragile, vintage Samson family Christmas 
item – was tucked in a box beside the tree 
for later.
   “Hello, ma’am. How are you?”
   The voice almost startled her into dropping 
her shovel. She must have really let her mind 
wander. A tall boy stood maybe fifteen feet 
ahead of her on the walk. He was tall with a 
red knit cap and navy, Sherpa-lined jacket … 
other details were hard to make out, though 
she did squint a bit to try. She felt certain she 
did not know him.
   “Hi. Can I do something for you?” She 
roughly guessed the boy must be somewhere 
between fourteen and fifteen. He had the 
lanky, incomplete form of many teen boys.
   “Just saw you needed a hand,” he nodded at 
her shovel. “Do you need a hand?”
   “I’m sorry, have we met?”
   “I’m sure at some point we have. I’m 
around often enough, but I notice you don’t 
come out much this time of year. Anyway, 
saw you were shoveling and thought I might 
help,” he offered.
   It was then she noticed he had brought 
his own shovel. He must have walked over 
from the Peterson farm across the road, she 
guessed. Though she still couldn’t clearly 
make out his features, he was quite tall like 
most of the other Peterson family members. 
His shape suggested he would someday be a 
large man.
   “Well, that is quite nice of you, if you want 
to help me finish with this walk,” she accept-
ed his offer. She was not a skeptical person 
in general, having never felt at all threatened 
near her home and living in an area where 
crime was minimal. Besides, something 
about the boy suggested he was genuine.
   Nodding, he turned and began shoveling 
the outer portion of her walk, leaving the 
fifteen-foot stretch between for her. She 
watched him for a few seconds, noting that 
his navy jacket was actually an FFA coat 
by the large gold emblem on his back. She 
was assured he was just a helpful farm kid, 
and quite likely a Peterson. Like the Samson 
family, most of the Peterson boys were 
also Future Farmers of America members. 
She had supported their fundraisers often 
enough, though she could never recall all 
of their names. She did remember the old-
est two were Tom and Dan, but the next four 
were a blur: all good boys, though.
   “So do you help your daddy on the 
farm quite a lot?” Kathleen asked, just 
making conversation.
   The boy continued shoveling, his back to-
ward her. “I do. I kind of like this time of 
year because it does seem there is less to do,” 
he chuckled deeply. “Mom puts me to work 
in the kitchen anyhow. She’s always saying 
‘idle hands’ and all that,” he laughed: his 
voice surprisingly deep. “’Even the stron-
gest iron is eaten away by rust.’ She says 
that one often enough, too. I guess it means 
she thinks I need to be useful. So, I try to be 

Continued on Page 7

2016 Chevy Cruze Ltd.
Automatic, Power seat #19689A

BUY NOW 
$10,995

2016 Ford Escape SE
4WD, EcoBoost, One Owner #19019

BUY NOW 
$12,995

2013 Ford Explorer XLT
FWD, 3.5L V6, Leather #19684A

BUY NOW 
$13,459

2017 Ford Fusion SE
2.0L, Leather Heated Seats #19718A

BUY NOW 
$13,795

2015 Ford Escape SE
AWD, 2.0L EcoBoost #19659A

BUY NOW 
$14,795

2018 Ford Fusion SE
1.5L, EcoBoost-Tech Pkg #19738

BUY NOW 
$15,795

2018 Chevy Equinox LS
1.5L, 4 cyl. #19621A

BUY NOW 
$15,995

2004 Ford Freestar Ltd.
Leather, Must See! #19650B

BUY NOW 
$2,895

2009 Ford Focus SEL
Sedan, Leather, Moon #19678A

BUY NOW 
$4,195

2011 Chevy Impala LT
Leather, Moon #19715A

BUY NOW 
$5,995

2009 Honda Accord LX
4 cyl, Automatic, Must See! #19692B

BUY NOW 
$6,995

2014 Ford Edge SE
V6, One Owner #1076B

BUY NOW 
$8,995

2015 Chrysler 200 Ltd.
Only 60,000 Miles! #949A

BUY NOW 
$10,695

2010 Ford F150 Super Cab
4x4, 5.4L, XLT #860A

BUY NOW 
$10,995

2016 Ford Escape SE
FWD, EcoBoost, Leather #704B

BUY NOW 
$10,995

1960 E. Main, Owosso  www.sigautogroup.com

989-725-2888 or 800-364-2868

See dealer for details. Prices plus 
tax, title, LIC., doc. and proc. fee.

SIGNATUREBLACK 
FRIDAY

BLACK 
FRIDAY



‘Not a Moment of Life 
is Ever Wasted’
Continued from Page 6

useful. Until I burn the pies. Then she knows 
I’m not too useful. Actually, I’m just not 
much good in the kitchen.”
   “Ha. You sound like my husband. He was 
always burning the pie. I finally got so I took 
over all pie making. He really did not like be-
ing in the kitchen, anyway. Like your mom, 
his mother had always thought he needed to 
know how to cook as much as he needed to 
know how to milk a cow,” Kathleen stated. 
“Of course, that was back when there were 
milk cows around on this farm.”
   “Oh, yeah. I remember those cows,” he said 
about the cows.
   “Well, no. You couldn’t possibly remember 
that. You wouldn’t have been born. Those 
cows were long gone before I moved here,” 
she chuckled. “My husband’s family started 
buying store milk in the late 1970s, I think. 
When he was around your age or so, he al-
ways told me about all the fair ribbons he 
earned for dairy cattle. He loved participat-
ing in the fair as a kid.”
   “I do, too. It’s a lot of work, but it’s a lot 
of fun. I get to see all my friends. ‘Happy as 
a pig in the sunshine.’ That’s what my mom 
always says about me at the fair.”
   “I know that old saying. My husband use to 
say that one.”
   “My mom uses a lot of them. ‘Slower than 
a Sunday afternoon.’ ‘Off like a herd of tur-
tles.’ ‘He’s so poor he couldn’t jump over a 
nickel to save a dime.’”
   Kathleen laughed. She had known Donna 
Peterson for many years and never heard 
her use any of those quotes. In fact, she 

knew Donna to be a quiet, reserved person. 
Kathleen was amused that Donna might have 
another facet to her personality.
   “I didn’t know your mom was like that?” 
She was still facing the boy’s back and he 
continued to shovel and talk – talk and shovel. 
She was reminded of Fred who could always 
keep up a strong pace at a project, but still chat 
along with her. Yes … she was really miss-
ing him this holiday season. If Fred were still 
around, her tree would already have a star, and 
they would definitely share the shoveling. He 
would’ve been looking forward to seeing his 
step-grandkids for a couple hours – and be-
yond all of those simple, everyday things – the 
recent pandemic months would have been far 
more pleasant. Those months. They had been 
hard. Kathleen had to admit to the loneliness 
she had often felt in 2020. She shivered, and 
not from the cold.
    Aside from Fred and her family, she 
missed her craft club and the church auxil-
iary. She missed attending the county fair, 
which had reasonably been cancelled in late 
summer. She missed her friend, Betty, who 
was 85 and in delicate health, so they had 
agreed to do away with their weekly break-
fast get-togethers. Phone calls had proven to 
be an inadequate replacement for the people 
in her life.
   So, yes, Kathleen was missing a lot. She 
acknowledged it. She also knew she was bet-
ter off than most. She had the farm and her 
health … and though she kept busy, she had 
far too much time. Still, it could be worse.
   Reaching the end of the walk, the boy 
turned to her, snow and dim light still blur-
ring away his features.
   “Well, my goodness. Thank you for your 
help. If you wait a moment, I will go in the 

house and get you something so your help 
isn’t a waste?” she offered. She had $10 in 
her purse and wanted to demonstrate her 
gratitude.
   Even in the near dark, Kathleen could see 
his eyes sparkle.
   “Not a moment of life is ever wasted living 
on a farm,” he told her. “Not a moment of life 
is ever wasted.”
   With that statement echoing in her heart 
and mind, Kathleen was quite abruptly dis-
tracted by the headlights of her family pull-
ing into her drive. As the car lights caught 
her fully in the face, she was blinded for a 
few seconds. She ducked her head into her 
shoulder, but when she momentarily looked 
up, the boy was gone. Just vanished. Gone.
   Then seconds later, Kathleen was greeted 
by her exuberant grandchildren, wearing the 
face masks she had sewn them for the holi-
days. For her, Christmas had arrived at the 
Samson family farm.

*****
   A few, brief hours later, after the wrapping 
paper was discarded and her family had left, 
Kathleen found herself in her favorite reclin-
er by her Christmas tree in the living room. 
A steaming cup of cinnamon tea was sitting 
on top of her Bible and weekly newspaper on 
the nearby table. Her afghan covered her legs, 
though her fuzzy-sock covered toes were still 
exposed. The socks were one of the gifts she 
received that evening: her family knowing 
how much she loved warm socks.
   The box for the star caught the corner of her 
eye, so she reached for it, but then she noticed 
the star was already on top of her tree. So 
strange … she had forgot to ask her daughter 
or son-in-law to help with the star, but there 
it was, ornately gold and sitting properly, as 
it should be, on the very top. Admiring it for 
a moment, she still reached for the box since 
the lid was askew, but then noticing a flash of 
red inside, she removed the lid. Amidst the 
brittle, old tissue paper, toward the bottom, 

was nestled a faded color photograph – and 
not one she had ever noticed before. Carefully 
picking up the old Polaroid, she was greeted 
with a photo of a tall, teen boy in a red cap 
and an FFA jacket. He was smiling, holding 
a shovel and standing in front of her porch. A 
Christmas tree with the star could be seen in 
the window behind him.
   Turning the yellowed photo over, she read out 
loud “Fred, Christmas on the farm, 1955.” She 
gasped. Her Fred. The teen boy in the photo 
was her Fred. The boy who had shoveled her 
walk? The tall boy with the red hat and FFA 
jacket? The boy who had helped her and talked 
with her? The boy who knew all of the old farm 
sayings? She had known that boy as a man … 
she knew him as Fred. Starring at the photo, 
she was positive the two were the same person, 
she just could not conceive how her Fred had 
come back to visit her on this day.
   Smiling, tears in her eyes, she returned 
her gaze to the star on her tree. No matter. 
It had happened and it was every bit real to 
her – and she wasn’t going to waste such a 
priceless gift. Just as Fred had always taught 
her to waste nothing, Kathleen was not going 
to waste those moments … those very simple 
moments of time … she had shared that af-
ternoon with her Fred.
   “Not a moment of life is ever wasted living 
on a farm,” she said to herself, not feeling 
lonely in the least.
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HUGE Selection
of

“To Go”
Beer, Wine and

Specialty Drinks

BEST BURGERS 

in Town 
PLUS Weekly

Specials!

Taco Tuesday & Coney Wednesday

989.723.9843
1017 W. Main St., Owosso

Everyday 11 a.m.-9p.m.

d

d
d

d

Find Our
Menu on
Facebook

Looks Unlimited
Clothing: Regular & Plus Size

Jewelry • Scarves • Socks • GlovesBlack Friday 
Weekend!! Fri. 11-27 10am-4pm; Sat. 11-28 9am-3pm; Sun. 11-29 10am-1pm 

404 N. Washington St., Owosso 989-723-8188

Tanning - Hair - Nails - Pedicures - Lash Extensions - Facials

The Old NewsBoys 
of Shiawassee
Continued from Page 1

• The Old NewBoys is hosting an auction 
via Facebook this year. Please visit Old 
Newsboys of Shiawassee County and click 
on the comments to bid. The auction page ex-
plains deadlines and procedures. The auction 
will end Wednesday, Dec. 9 and winners will 
be posted on Thursday, Dec. 10.
• Please watch the Shiawassee County Old 

NewsBoys Instagram page 
for updates on fundraising 
efforts.
   To offer donations or vol-
unteer, please email Laura 
McGuire at lbautell@msn.
com.

Must present coupon. Rewards Card may be redeemed - but no punches given for the day. 

200 N. Washington St., Owosso • 989-725-8355
                  Sun. 11am-5p, Mon.-Sat. 9a-8p

25% DISCOUNT 9am-8pm
30%

Springrove Variety
Customer Appreciation

Friday, Nov. 27

OFF from 6-9am 
on All Items in the Store!*

Call Us 
for 

All of Your 
Advertising 

Needs!

(989) 723-1118

We Bring 
Community 
News to You!

1907 W. M-21
Owosso

(989) 723-1118

(989) 723-1118

Thank
You!
We appreciate our

advertisers 
and readers!

Call Us for Your 
Advertising 

Needs!
(989) 723-1118

We Bring
Community News

to You!
(989) 723-1118

(989) 723-1118
(989) 723-1118

We Bring Community 
News to You!

(989) 723-1118

Thank You for Supporting 
Your Local Newspaper ...

(989) 723-1118
1907 W. M-21
Owosso
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