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   HUNDREDS OF PROTESTERS of all ages met in front of the Owosso City Hall on Saturday, 
June 6. This group of local teens represents just a small portion of the crowd, many wearing 
protective masks due to COVID-19.
   Initially, there were early concerns about the planned protest becoming a riot, mostly in-
duced by rumors and fear mongering spread through social media forums. Kevin Lenkart, the 
Owosso Public Safety Director, was involved early in the process to assist organizers and make 
sure the community was completely safe. Officers even closed off Main Street so that protesters 
could march safely.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
See More on Pages 5 and 7
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Downtown Owosso Protest and March
Directed at Racism

Shiawassee County Fair 
Market Livestock Update

   On Monday, May 18, the Shiawassee County Fair Board made the difficult but consci-
entious decision to cancel the 2020 Shiawassee County Fair, which would have been held 
this coming August. Since the cancellation, the board has been working with the Livestock 
Superintendents, Junior Livestock Association and the Small Animal Association to re-
view options to support market livestock exhibitors, based on Michigan’s Safe Start Plan.
    The state currently is in Phase 4 of the plan and large fair-size gatherings are not al-
lowed until Phase 6 (Phase 6 mandates 30 days without any new COVID-19 cases, and 
a vaccine and treatment need to be available.) The Shiawassee County Fair is fortunate 
to be one of the largest livestock fairs in the state and due to the numbers of livestock 
normally exhibited, it is not feasible to follow the guidelines outlined by the state to have 
a live show.
    The Shiawassee County Board is now working toward hosting an on-line auction event 
by Sheridan Auction Services and Virtual Showcase. The final details are currently being 
finalized. Further information will be released shortly.

MDARD Issues Final Report for State’s Inaugural 
Industrial Hemp Ag Pilot Program

Hemp grown in 58 of Michigan’s 83 counties in 2019
   With the 2020 growing season on the horizon, Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development (MDARD) Director Gary McDowell unveiled the state’s 2019 
Industrial Hemp Ag Pilot Program Final Report, marking the successful completion of 
the freshman year of this new program.
   “With the inaugural year of growing hemp for the first time in decades under our belt, 
Michigan is focused on taking the next steps with this emerging crop,” said McDowell. 

Continued on Page 2
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MDARD Issues Final Report
Continued from Page 1

“Last year, hemp was grown in 58 of the state’s counties, and I look 
forward to the next phase of this program.”

   In April 2019, MDARD established Michigan’s first Industrial Hemp Ag Pilot Program so 
farmers, processors and state colleges could grow, handle, process and research industrial hemp. 
Industrial hemp is Cannabis (Cannabis sativa L.) that has equal to or less than 0.3 percent 9-tet-
rahydrocannabinol (THC). It’s grown for fiber, grain and biomass, as well as non-intoxicating 
medical compounds such as cannabidiol (CBD).
   Participants in the 2019 pilot program were required to enter into a research agreement with 
MDARD. Under the agreement, each registered grower or licensed processor-handler was re-
quired to submit a research report to MDARD after the end of the 2019 growing season. The 
results of the survey submissions are summarized in the report.
   “Feedback from the surveys provided the department with invaluable feedback as we move into 
the second year of growing and processing hemp in Michigan,” said Gina Alessandri, MDARD’s 
Industrial Hemp Program Director. “Their feedback gives us a better understanding of the chal-
lenges they faced, so we can build a solid foundation for a long-term successful hemp crop.”
   The 2019 pilot program participants planted approximately 3,678 acres of hemp outdoors and 
an additional 400,977 square feet of hemp indoors across the state. Based on the survey responses 
received, over 1,000 acres of hemp were planted by growers in 
multiple counties. The counties with the highest reported hemp 
acreage planted were Huron, Berrien, Oceana and Tuscola.
   MDARD is continuing the industrial hemp ag pilot program 
into 2020 while working to develop a permanent program.
   Senator Dan Lauwers, representing the state’s 21st Senate 
District, is sponsoring Senate Bills 850, 851, 852 and 853. This 
legislation is intended to align Michigan’s Industrial Hemp 
laws with the requirements set in place by the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s Interim Final Rule. The passage of 
this legislation will enable Michigan to submit a State Plan for 
USDA approval for hemp cultivation.
   For additional information about Michigan’s industrial hemp 
program, visit www.michigan.gov/industrialhemp.
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OWOSSO
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USDA Highlights Michigan Partner Housing Lenders
   On Tuesday, June 9, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development Deputy Under 
Secretary Bette Brand kicked off National Homeownership Month by highlighting USDA’s on-
going role in supporting rural homeownership. President Trump issued a proclamation on Friday, 
May 29 recognizing June as National Homeownership Month.
   To assist homeowners facing current hardships, the USDA is offering payment moratoriums 
and modified application processes. USDA Rural Development is also working with new bor-
rowers and their lenders to make special accommodations based on local needs and restric-
tions. For the most up-to-date information on Rural Development’s response to COVID-19, 
visit rd.usda.gov/coronavirus.
   “Working with our partner lenders, USDA is helping rural Michigan families achieve the dream 
of home ownership,” said USDA Rural Development State Director for Michigan Jason Allen. 
“Hundreds of lenders have participated in the program and it would be difficult to recognize them 
all, but I congratulate our leading lenders, Amerifirst Home Mortgage, Flagstar Bank, Polaris 
Home Funding and Mortgage 1, on their years of commitment to this program.”
   In Fiscal Year 2019, USDA in Michigan invested more than $571 million to help 4,445 families 
and individuals buy a home. The USDA also provided $2.4 million for home repairs to 435 very 
low-income rural residents.

Continued on Page 3
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What Can 
Famers do to 
Help Prevent 

Water 
Erosion?

  Water erosion occurs when 
rainfall rates are greater 
than what the soil can filter. 
When water can’t soak into 
soil it runs across the land, 
taking the soil surface 
(topsoil) with it, gaining 
more energy as it moves 
downward. In addition to 
washing away topsoil, wa-
ter runoff washes nutrients 
away that are needed to 
support crop growth. When 
nutrients are washed into 
surface water, it can impact 
aquatic vegetation, wildlife 
habitat, and water quality. 
   Water erosion is most ob-
vious on steep landscapes, 
but it isn’t always easy to 
see. Signs of erosion are 
small rills and channels 
on the soil surface, soil 

989-634-9156  Toll Free 888-926-8645

Matt Blight President

4530 Lansing Rd.
P.O. Box 128, Bancroft www.blightpropane.com
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& Commercial 

229 Sleeseman Dr.
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989-743-3467

M-F 8am-5pm
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USDA Highlights Michigan
Continued from Page 2

   Since the guaranteed loan program began in 1991, Michigan 
has obligated more than 100,000 loans totaling more than $10 
billion, becoming the first state in the country to reach either of 
these milestones.
   USDA Rural Development provides loans and grants to help 

expand economic opportuni-
ties and create jobs in rural 
areas. This assistance sup-
ports infrastructure improve-
ments; business development; 
housing; community facilities 
such as schools, public safety 
and health care; and high-
speed internet access in rural 
areas. For more information, 
visit www.rd.usda.gov.

   COPPER TOP COUNTRY STORE, located just south of Owosso on M-52 in Ben-
nington Twp., opened on Saturday, June 6. The family owned and operated specialty 
store sells made-in-Michigan products and country fresh produce. Vintage brands 
of candy, unique BBQ sauces, teas and specialty beverages are just a few items of-
fered. Meats and eggs are available, too.
   The store is currently open on Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., and is owned by Brandon and Melissa Lepior.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
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deposited at the base of 
slopes, and sediment in 
streams and lakes. Increased 
water runoff during rainfall 
and increased problems with 
flooding may be caused by 
poor soil health. It is an even 
greater concern when the 
soil surface is unprotected 
by crop residue and/or living 
plants. Farmers may not be 
able to control the rain, but 
they can manage their farms 
to reduce erosion. Here a 
few conservation practices 
to consider:
  Residue management 
and conservation tillage 
is the practice of limiting 
soil-disturbing activities 
in cropping systems and 
managing the amount plant 
residue on the soil surface. 
Tillage degrades soil health 
by fracturing the soil. It 
disrupts soil structure and 
speeds up water runoff 
and soil erosion. It also 
reduces crop residue that 
helps cushion the force of 
pounding raindrops. In ad-
dition to reducing erosion, 
limiting soil disturbance 
and leaving some of the 
soil covered will protect air 
quality, improve soil health, 
increase organic matter, 
reduce energy use, and 
provide wildlife habitat.
   Cover Crops are grasses, 
legumes, and forbs that are 
planted for seasonal cover 
on crop fields. Keeping a 
living plant on crop fields 
after harvest reduces ero-
sion from wind and water. 
Cover crops can be a single 
species or a mix of different 
plants. Some will die over 
the winter, and others may 
need to be killed before the 
next crop is planted. Cover 
crops offer many other ben-
efits including increased 
soil health and organic 
matter, improving water 
quality, providing weed 
control, minimizing soil 
compaction, and providing 
wildlife food and cover.
   Conservation crop ro-
tation is the planned ro-
tation of crops grown on 
the same ground over a 
period of time. A typi-
cal rotation is corn-soy-
beans-wheat. Choosing a 

Continued on Page 4
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Benefits of Wildlife Corridors
   Wildlife corridors are strips of grass or shrubs/trees that 
connect two larger habitats together. They provide food and 
protective cover to hide wildlife from predators. They allow 
animals to find new resources and prevent isolation of species. 
Areas connected by corridors have more wildlife and greater 
biodiversity than disconnected fragments.
   Establishing corridors are a beneficial practice to farmers 
and landowners in areas where habitats are split apart and 
discontinuous. Agricultural fields where fencerows have been 
removed or narrowed are especially suitable for corridor de-
velopments.
   When planning your wildlife corridor, you should first con-
sider what animals will be traveling through it or living in it. 
Travelers could be deer, turkey, and grassland birds. Corridor 
dwellers could include insects, amphibians, and small mam-
mals such as rabbits and mice. Consider the wildlife that you 
want to attract when planning the design.
Things to Consider When Designing Your Wildlife Corridor
1. Locate corridors in a place that will connect two or more 
areas of wildlife habitat across areas where that habitat is 
missing. These can include woodlands, old fields, wetlands, 
or grasslands.
2. In general, the wider the corridor the better. The recom-
mended minimum corridor width is 66 feet.
3. Proper site preparation is important before planting trees, 
shrubs, and herbaceous vegetation, such as grasses, legumes, 
and wildflowers. Have a plan in place to use either chemical 
or mechanical weed control to keep weeds from taking over. 
It is important that newly-established plants do not have to 
compete for sunlight, space, soil moisture, and nutrients. If 
the area is mowed, do NOT mow during prime nesting time 
of April 1 – July 31 to protect nesting birds.
4. Use native plant species that are adapted to the soil and 
site conditions. A mixture of grasses and forbs such as lit-
tle bluestem and Indiangrass mixed with wildflowers would 
be beneficial to plant in corridors. Cool season grasses 
such as timothy and orchard grass with red clover and al-
falfa is another great mixture to consider. Conifers provide 
year-round, low-growing protective cover, as well as dense 
wind, snow, and sound breaks. White Spruce, Norway Spruce, 
and White Cedar could be great options. You can include 
shrubs that bear fruit such as 
gray, silky, or red-osier dog-
wood, highbush cranberry, 
elderberry, nannyberry, or 
crabapple. 
5. Trees should be spaced 6-8 
feet apart in the rows, and 10 
feet between rows. Shrubs 
are planted 8-10 feet apart, 
and 8 feet between rows. 
Plants may also be planted 
in a random fashion, approx-
imately 8 feet apart.
   The Shiawassee 
Conservation District offers 
free and confidential assis-
tance to develop detailed, 
personalized conservation 
plans that can include a 

wildlife corridor. Financial assistance through Farm Bill 
conservation programs may be available, providing financial 
assistance to implement these plans. Contact the Shiawassee 
Conservation District to get started at (989) 723-8263 ext. 3.

What Can Famers do
Continued from Page 3

rotation that includes high residue producing crops and cov-
er crops will help to prevent erosion. Depending on the crops 
grown, this practice has many benefits including improved soil 
health, reduced plant pest pressures, improved water quality, and 
provide food and cover for wildlife.
   Filter strips, grassed waterways, riparian buffers help to stop 
or control erosion by maintaining permanent vegetation. These 
types of practices slow water flow to allow sediment to settle 
rather than enter surface water. They can also direct water away 
from the field to a suitable outlet. They also protect water quali-
ty and improve wildlife habitat. When planning these practices, 
plants can be selected that offer additional benefits to bees and 
other pollinators.
   If not managed, soil erosion has a high cost to the farmer as well 
as our communities. The Shiawassee Conservation     District 
works with farmers and landowners to develop conservation 
plans that address erosion and other natural resource concerns. 
A conservation plan can lead to financial and technical assis-
tance to adopt practices in the plan. Conservation plans are free 
and confidential. Contact the Conservation District at 989-723-
8263 ext. 3 for more details about conservation planning, ways to 
address soil erosion, and conservation programs.
   This information is part of a larger effort by the Conservation 
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District to address nonpoint source pollution in the Maple River 
Watershed. Funding comes from a Conservation District grant 
from the Michigan Department of EGLE’s Nonpoint Source 
Program by the U.S. EPA.




