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      THE MEMORIAL 
HEALTHCARE AUX-
ILIARY has announced 
it is pleased to offer 
families the opportuni-
ty to have a visit and a 
photo taken with Santa 
Claus during the 2019 
holiday season.
   Photos with Santa 
are available in the au-
ditorium on the main 
campus at 826 W. King 
St., Owosso.  Times and 
dates are Thursday, 
Dec. 5 from 6 to 8 p.m., 
Tuesday, Dec. 17 from 3 
to 5 p.m. and Wednes-
day, Dec. 18 from 6 to 
8 p.m.
   For a $5 donation 
(cash or check), individuals or groups will receive a photo with Santa Claus. As 
this is a fundraiser for Memorial Healthcare Auxiliary, parents are welcome to take 
their own photo only with a photo purchase. All proceeds from this event will be 
used for Memorial Healthcare Emergency Department renovations. 
    To help keep wait times down, pre-registration is suggested by calling 
(517) 881-2585.  If you receive a voice mail, please leave your name and contact 
number.  Walk-ins are also welcome. 
   The auxiliary is also hosting a “Luminaries of Love” fundraiser to honor the 
memory of a loved one this holiday season. Lights will be displayed on the Memo-
rial Healthcare campus from Thanksgiving through Christmas. The luminaries are 
available for purchase at the Four Seasons Gift Shop for $25 each. The luminary 
lanterns will remain with the Memorial Healthcare Foundation for future use.

(Independent File Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

• Visits With Santa
• Carousel 

• Bounce House
• Giant Slide • Food

• Large LEGO Display
• Holiday Crafts For Kids

• Entertainer Joel Tacey

The large, HEATED Exhibit Hall 
at the Saginaw County Fairgrounds 
in Chesaning, Michigan is 
transformed into Santa’s 
Village complete with holiday 
decorations and Kris Kringle 
shops. It’s a magical atmosphere. 

Dates & Times
Nov. 30-Dec. 1

Dec. 7-8, 14-15, 21-22
Noon-7pm

Admission includes:
Rides, Crafts & Entertainment

www.saginawcountyfair.org
Tickets available 

at door!

Military FREE 
with I.D.

Every weekend, as our 
gift for their service. 

compliments of

Santa’s Village 
North Pole USA

Adults & Children 6 & over $10
Children 3-5 $5

Children 2 & under FREE 
For more information

Santa’s Village North Pole USA
11350 Peet Rd., Chesaning

989-845-2143
Like us at 

Santa’sVillageChesaning

towards select new or used vehicles. 
Valid thru 12/2/19

Must qualify for GMS pricing. Plus all taxes and state fees. Some vehicles 
are demos and Buyer will forfeit current mileage. Must qualify for GM 
Lease Loyalty, Chevy Lease Loyalty, GM Card Offer, GM Financial Down 

Payment Assistance or a combination of these programs. Must fi nance 
through GM Financial. 20% Saving & 0% Financing on Select vehicles. 

Based on approved credit. Not everyone will qualify. One (1) Certifi cate 
per purchase. Offers Expire 12/2/2019 See Dealer for details.

Crew Cab

Save As Much As

$15,643

LT

Save As Much As

$7,816

LT

Save As Much As

$9,810

LT

Save As Much As

$11,711

2019 Silverdo

2020 Trax

2020 Equinox

2019 Malibu



The Independent  d  Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2019   3

1-888-396-9580
Lake City, MI 49651  

North Country Tours L.L.C.
All details at Northcountrytours.net

May 13-19
$989 per person/dbl. occ.
Round Trip Transportation
7 Days/6 Nights: 2 Nights Drury Inns 
4 Nights Lodge of the Ozarks
13 Meals & 5 Shows & More!

                        Tennessee
June 14-20

$989 per person/dbl. occ. 
Round Trip Transportation
7 Days/6 Nights: 2 Nights Drury Inns 
4 Nights Clarion Inn Pigeon Forge
12 Meals & 3 Shows & More!

Missouri
Encouraging & 
Enriching Lives

989.723.3807
Owosso

www.welcomehomeassistedliving.net

       SANTA AND HIS LOVELY WIFE met with this set of adorable siblings 
last December in the basement of the Community Center in McCurdy Park. 
Jayce, who was five, is shown center on the reindeer beside his sister, Lilah, 
who was almost three. Little Laney was only three months old. The children are 
from Corunna.
    Mr. and Mrs. Claus will be available in the Community Center again this 
year. The famous couple will be in attendance during the Festival of Trees 
Craft & Vendor Show on Saturday, Dec. 7 from 6 to 9 p.m.
   More city of Corunna events are listed on pages 8 and 9.

(Independent File Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

 What to do with 
   Thanksgiving Leftovers 
   Holiday hosts toil for hours to create lavish meals everyone will enjoy. It’s not 
uncommon for Thanksgiving tables to be covered with more food than guests can 
conceivably (and comfortably) consume. Leftovers are the norm, but without a plan 
for what to do with leftovers, food can spoil or end up in the trash.
   Here are some delicious and waste-conscious ways to put Thanksgiving or other 
holiday meal leftovers to use.
Wrap it up promptly
   Even though you may want to sit around and chat with guests when the meal is fin-
ished, leaving food out at room temperature for too long can create a breeding ground 
for microbes that may lead to food spoilage and sickness. With a few helping hands, 
all foods can be packaged away in no time, ensuring that drumsticks or stuffing can 
safely be served another day.
Collect containers
   Be sure to have reusable food storage containers, zip-top bags, foil, and plastic wrap 
at the ready. Before all of the food is put away, encourage guests to make their own 
doggie bags.
Plan with other meals in mind
   Shop for and prepare holiday fare with a nod toward what can be used in subsequent 
meals. Turkey is a versatile ingredient that can be made into everything from break-
fast burritos to casseroles. Turn potatoes and sausage stuffing into potato pancakes 
that can be whipped up for breakfast or lunch. Sweet potatoes, squash and pumpkin 
can be mashed and reworked into batters for quick breads, pancakes and even dough-
nuts. Spoon leftover cranberry sauce over hot oatmeal in the morning or use it as a 
substitute for grape jelly in PB&J sandwiches. Try grinding up stale biscuits to make 
a breading for turkey slices and turn them into fried cutlets.
Take care of the needy
   Find out which organizations accept food donations. Even if you cannot donate 
previously prepared foods, if you have surplus packaged, boxed or canned items, you 
can bring them to food pantries and soup kitchens to help others.
Organize a post-holiday pot luck
   Turn leftovers into an opportunity to fraternize with friends or relatives who 
couldn’t make it to Thanksgiving dinner. Pool your leftover resources and enjoy the 
fruits of everyone’s labor. A pot luck can be a great place to gather after shopping 
Black Friday sales in the community.
   Thanksgiving leftovers can provide a few extra delicious meals when hosts plan 
ahead. TF19B436

Toys for Kids Program Underway
   The Toys for Kids program is up and running again this year. Chesaning American 
Legion Post 212 has several collection boxes for new, unwrapped toys at the follow-
ing locations in Chesaning: Chesaning Ace Hardware, Ed Rehmann & Sons Clothing, 
Comfort Care, Frank’s Supermarket, LaClair Sales, Chesaning Nursing Home & 
Rehabilitation Center, Broad Street Pharmacy, Chesaning Chamber of Commerce, 
Citizens Bank, Pintown Pizza & Lanes and Mel Ervin Ford. Monetary donations can be 
sent to: Chesaning American Legion Post #212, “ATTN: Toys for Kids,” P.O. Box 521, 
Chesaning, MI 48616. The deadline is Friday, Dec. 6.

Wreath Making at CDL Branches
      The experts from Peacock Road Family Farm, in Laingsburg, will lead Christmas 
wreath making workshops at the Community District Library (CDL) branches on the 
following dates. Class times are 6 to 8 p.m. Seating is limited and pre-registration is re-
quired. The cost is $10 per registrant, payable in advance. This is a very popular program 
and participation is limited to CDL cardholders only. The schedule is as follows:
• Corunna: Tuesday, Dec. 3. Call (989) 743-4800.
• Lennon: Tuesday, Dec. 10. Call (810) 621-3202.
• Morrice: Wednesday, Dec. 11. This class will be held at the Morrice Senior Center. Call 
the library at (517) 625-7911.
• New Lothrop: Thursday, Dec. 12. Call (810) 638-7575.
   For further information about holiday events at all seven locations of CDL, visit 
www.mycdl.org.
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“Vegetables are a must in a diet. I suggest carrot cake, 
zucchini bread and pumpkin pie.”

~ Jim Davis



Happy Holidays from Chesaning!
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Heritage Tire 

& Service Center

Automotive Tire 
& Service

709 W. Broad St. 989-845-3040

Dave Sanders
Sales Representative

M-52 & M-57, Chesaning
www.laclair.com 

989-845-3057

Chevy • Buick

LET ME GET  YOU
                   INTO A NEW CAR!

SLOAN’S 
SEPTIC TANK 
SERVICE  (989) 845-6280 ❄ Oakley

Happy 
   Holidays!

from

FREY’S
AUTO PARTS

202 N. Wood St., Chesaning 989-845-3071
511 E. Broad St., Chesaning  989-323-2323

www.heritagemonumentsofmi.com

989-845-6810 
205 N. Wood St., Chesaning

• 24 Hour Towing
• Windshields
• Collision Repair (light & heavy)
• Over 100 years combined experience
*Insurance work accepted

Season’s Greetings!
123 W. Broad St., Chesaning • 989-845-2415

familyinsurance211@gmail.com
familyinsurancemichigan.com

$2 Admission
(6 & Under Free)

NO Strollers Allowed

free shuttle buses between buildings

Middle School 431 N. 4th St.
High School 850 N. 4th St.

• More than 250 Vendors
• Concessions Available
• Proceeds Support Chesaning
  Music Programs

Chesaning Music Boosters 
       - 36th Annual -

ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW
Friday, Nov. 29   10-5pm

Saturday, Nov. 30   10-4pm

• Family oriented rural facility
• Short-term rehabilitation
• Long-term care
• Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy
• Licensed nurses and certifi ed nursing assistants 24/7
• Specialize in Auto accident rehab

Call Jeri for a tour! Your hospital to rehab to home provider.

989-845-6602 • www.chesaningnc.com
201 S. Front St., Chesaning 4 ★★★★ Rating!

Santa’s Village
at the Saginaw County Fairgrounds

Open: Noon to 7 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 30
Santa’s Village is a beautiful indoor Christmas 

Wonderland held in the large heated exhibition hall 
at the Saginaw County Fairgrounds.

Admission includes amusement rides, comedy shows, 
kids crafts, bounce house, model train display 

and visits with Santa Claus.
Dates: Nov. 30-Dec. 1, Dec. 7-8, 14-15, 21-22

Parking is free. 
Please call (989) 845-2143 for more information.

Grace Food Ministry
Food Box Give Away

4:30 to 5:30 p.m., Friday, Dec. 26
Need a helping hand making ends meet?
Visit New Wine Full Gospel Church on the 

fourth Thursday of the month (or the above date) 
to receive a food box (while supplies last)

734 Brady St., Chesaning

Battle of Bulbs
Submissions Open

Friday, Nov. 29 at 9:30 a.m.
Voting Opens at 9:30 a.m., Monday, Dec. 9.

Sponsored by Family Rexall Pharmacy
Learn more at MIChesaning.org.

Annual Greg Wirgau 5er’s 5K 
Turkey Trot in Chesaning

The annual Greg Wirgau 5er’s 5K Turkey Trot will 
take place in Chesaning on Thanksgiving morning – 

Thursday, Nov. 28 – from 8 to 10 a.m. The 5K will begin 
at Showboat Park, located at 807 Front St. in Chesaning.

   The Greg Wirgau 5K was created to celebrate 
Greg’s life on one his favorite days – Thanksgiving 

Day Detroit Lions game days. More information 
can be found by visiting michesaning.org.

Craft Bazaar at 
St. Peter Parish 

in Chesaning
   The St. Peter Parrish 

Hall, located at 803 
Church St. in Chesaning, 
will host its annual Craft 
Bazaar from 10 a.m. to 

5 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 29. 
More information can 
be obtained by call-
ing (989) 845-1794.



The Last Christmas Card
a short story by Karen Mead-Elford

        Tess stood on the top of the stepladder in the hall closet: the string from the bare 
light bulb tangled in her ponytail, as she reached toward the top shelf for 
a battered Shiny Brite Christmas ornament box. 
   “Just one more box here, Grandpa,” she informed the man 
standing beside a small tower of ornament boxes just outside 
the closet.
   “Tess, this is really a waste. Don’t you have some col-
lege stuff you should be focusing on?” he complained. 
He glared up at her, two tired eyes framed by silver tufts 
for eyebrows.
   “I don’t think it’s a waste, Grandpa.”
   “Well, I think your Grandma would, if she were here.”
    “Grandpa, she always, always decorated for Christmas. 
Always. And just because this is our first year without her, I 
just know she would still want you to put the tree up in the 
front window,” Tess insisted. “Besides I’m on break from school 
right now.”
    “Grandma would not care about a tree in the front window,” 
he grumbled.
   “How long were you married for? Sixty-three years, Grandpa. 
How many of those years did Grandma put a tree up in the front 
window? Sixty-three years.” Tess stated. Her fingers took hold 
of the old box – covered with vintage mid-century graphics. 
She began to climb down from the ladder, but then noticed the 
yellowed-cellophane opening on the box of antique ornaments 
had come unglued, shifting off to the side, and revealing a bright 
white envelope on top.
   “That’s strange,” she said, reaching the floor. “There is some-
thing tucked into this box.” Moving over to the footed ottoman just 
beyond the entry to the living room, Tess sat down. She carefully 
removed the lid to the Shiny Brite box, held somewhat together by 
brittle, golden-colored Scotch tape.
   Tess had already pieced together the artificial tree and placed it in its traditional lo-
cation. She had even tested the strings of multi-color lights her Grandpa preferred 

and was pleased that every string worked. She had prepared herself for her crotchety 
grandfather’s anti-holiday reaction that morning – after losing Grandma in April she 
knew this first Christmas was going to be difficult for the family, particularly him. 
However, as the oldest grandchild, she had decided to step up to the task and make sure 
Grandpa had a tree and that Christmas traditions would continue just as she felt her 

grandmother would wish.
   “It’s a card or something,” she informed him, holding the 
white envelope up. “It’s addressed to ‘Red.’ Do you know a 
Red?” Tess inquired. Nobody in the family went by that name.
   He snatched it from her fingers, looking at the name as if he 
didn’t believe her, but the envelope quite clearly was labeled 
to ‘Red,’ which was even spelled out in red ink. “I’m Red,” he 
told her bluntly. “Or I was Red many years ago, just haven’t 
been called that in a few decades.”
   He shifted toward his recliner, grabbing his readers as he 
sat down.
   “I’ve never heard you called anything but Grandpa, Dad or 
Chuck,” Tess said. She wasn’t sure, but it almost seemed like 
he smiled ever so slightly.
   “I was ‘Red’ growing up, ya know, red hair and all. That 
sort of went away when the silver on top of my head hap-
pened,” he stated. “And I blame your mother for that, by the 
way. I think the silver started to show right about the year 
she was born. Plus, your grandmother always called me that 
in our early years. This is in her writing, I see,” he pointed 
at the envelope.
   “Well, go on with yourself. Read it, Grandpa,” she encour-
aged eagerly.
   His thick fingers pried apart the seal on the envelope 
and removed a card. Tess could instantly tell it was a 
Christmas card with a photograph of a cardinal in the snow 
and accents of glitter to highlight the design. She didn’t 
speak. She knew that many people believed a cardinal 
at Christmas represented the return visit of a lost loved 
one. She also knew that the birds were her grandmother’s 

favorite, having spent many shopping sprees together in the local downtown shopping 
district. Her grandmother had always been quick to point at any item embellished with 
a cardinal.
   Tess watched her grandfather lean back in his worn recliner, his chin tilted upward to 
accommodate his readers as he took in the Christmas card. An assortment of bereave-
ment cards still decorated the fireplace mantel behind him – something she planned to 
address as they trimmed the home for Christmas. It was fully her goal to bring a sense of 
her Grandma and the holiday into the house, if for no other reason than she recognized 
her grandfather, despite denying it, truly needed to be included in the season of celebra-
tion, a season her grandmother adored.
   “It says, ‘Those we love don’t go away, they walk beside us every day. Unseen, unheard, 
yet always near, so loved, so missed and so very dear.’ That’s the printed part,” he shared 
and he actually did smile – a full-on smile. “Then it says, ‘Red, I’m here. Get off your 
rump and decorate for Christmas because that is what I would do. Love, Millie.’”
   Tess laughed, “No way. It doesn’t really say that?” That implied Grandma had knowing-
ly hidden the card, recognizing her illness was terminal, recognizing her husband would 
need just this message – recognizing a lot.
   Grandpa laughed softly and nodded, “Yes. It says just that. Here.”
   She took the card from his outstretched hand and read the words, which were exactly 
as he had told her, but for one thing. The message did not quite end with the ‘Get off your 
rump portion. Instead, it read ‘Get off your rump and decorate for Christmas because 
that is what I would do. And don’t waste our granddaughter’s time. She is bossy like me. 
Love, Millie.”
   Tears brimmed her eyes. Months ago … her grandmother had written this message for 
them months ago, carefully placing it in the Shiny Brite ornament box, somehow know-
ing that this moment was going to happen. “Darn it, Grandma, your making me cry,” 
she mumbled.
   “She likely knew that, too,” her Grandpa chuckled, the gleam of a tear in his eye, 
too. “Well, that’s the last Christmas card. I know just what she’d say now, too. She’d be 
telling us to stop wasting daylight because Christmas is coming and we have a house 
to decorate!”
   Tess completely agreed, letting her fingers play over the cardinal on the front of the 
card. She fully felt her grandmother was with them in that moment.
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Mancino’s 
Gift Card

$2500

1501 E. Main St., 
Owosso 

989-725-9999

5038 Miller Rd. 
810-720-0705

Get A 
FREE
16”

Grinder
With purchase of $25 

in Gift Cards!

Closed Sunday, Dine In or Carry Out
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm; 

Fri.-Sat. 11am-10pm 

Black Friday Shopping Tip
   Don’t go shopping empty handed. Shopping 
on Black Friday without a list can lead to ex-
cess spending on items you or your loved ones 
may not even need or want. Creating a shopping 
list in advance gives shoppers time to research 
the best deals and where to find them. That 

organized approach can increase the likelihood 
that they land the best deals on a day that the 
National Retail Federation reported brought in 
$6.2 billion in online sales alone in 2018. That’s 
stiff competition for deals that typically have 
limited supplies, which only highlights the im-
portance of shopping with a list in hand.
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Mon-Fri. 
Noon-5pm

Sat & Sun 
Noon-4pm

FREE 
Children’s Event

December 8th, 2-4pm

Over 90 Michigan Artists! 
Unique Gift Items • Silent Auction

Special Events • Classes • Gift Cards
Rent Facility for Parties

Public Welcome • Free Admission & Parking

31st Annual
Holiday at the Center

Now Thru December 31st
Sponsored by Memorial Healthcare 
Outdoor Decorating by Sunburst Gardens

Next to Curwood Castle in Owosso 
989-723-8354 • www.shiawasseearts.org

Keep Safety in Mind when 
H   Decorating for the Holidays   H

      Decorations help make the holiday season a magical time of year. Stores 
are awash in color and twinkling lights, and similar imagery is on display in 
private homes.
   Designing holiday displays can be a great way for families to spend time togeth-
er and kick off the celebration. In fact, according to Electrical Safety Foundation 
International, around 90 percent of Americans decorate their homes for the holidays.
When trimming the tree and decorating this holiday season, families must keep safe-
ty in mind. A little planning and some precautionary measures can ensure displays 
are enjoyed all season long. Travelers Insurance offers the following holiday deco-
rating safety tips.
H Do not overload outlets. Plan displays according to the number and location of 
available outlets.
H Never exceed the maximum number of light strands that can be attached together.
H Use lights and products that have been tested for safety. Certification marks like 
UL, ETL and CSA are from nationally recognized laboratories.
H LED lights should be used whenever possible. Such lights consume less energy 
and run cooler than other bulbs.
H The ESFI says candles start almost 50 percent of all decoration fires. Minimize 
the risk by using candles only when they can be monitored. Artificial candles can be 
used in place of real candles.
H Check for freshness in live trees. A fresh tree will last longer and is less of a fire 
hazard than an old tree.
H Place Christmas trees at least three feet away from all heat sources, including 
fireplaces and heaters.
H Use decorations that are non-combustible or made from flame-resistant materials.
H Pay attention to the age recommendations of decorations to see if they can be 
used in homes with young children. Some items, however common, are choking or 
strangulation hazards.
H Avoid putting small, “mouth-sized” decorations near the ground or on lower limbs 
of trees, where young children can easily reach them.
H Exercise caution when hanging decorations at high heights. Make sure the ladder 
is secured and have a spotter who can hold the ladder and pass items up safely.
H Outdoor electric lights and decorations should be plugged into circuits protected 
by ground fault circuit interrupters, or GFCIs.
H Exercise caution when decorating near power lines that extend to the house.
H Keep hung stockings far away from open flames so they do not catch any errant 
embers.
   These are just a few suggestions for decorating safely for the holiday season. HL19A270

     ETHAN CREATED THIS REINDEER project with his grandmother, Debra, 
during the Shiawassee Arts Center (SAC) holiday event for children last year.  
Another project available involved painting a small wooden ornament. Face 
painting was offered, as well.
   The 2019 Children’s Day at SAC is planned from 2 to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 8. and will also include art activities, refreshments, live music, a book sign-
ing, gingerbread house display and a visit from Santa.
   More information is available by calling (989) 723-8354 or visiting 
www.shiawasseearts.org.

(Independent File Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

Red Velvet Cake Balls
1 Red Velvet box cake mix
1 tub cream cheese frosting
White or dark chocolate chips
1 Tbsp. shortening

   Prepare cake according to directions on box. Bake as 
directed. Let cake cool completely. Crumble cake in pan 
with your fingers. Warm the frosting in microwave for 
20 seconds, then stir. (This will make the frosting easier 
to mix into cake crumbs.) Pour frosting over cake, once 
again use hands to mix thoroughly until moist. Shape into 
balls slightly smaller than a golf ball (approximately 2 
Tbsp). Cover and place in the freezer until set.
   In a shallow bowl, melt chips with shortening stirring 
after 30 second intervals in microwave. Place wax paper 
on sheet pans. Take cake balls out of freezer and dip into 
chocolate using 2 tsp. to completely cover each cake ball.
   Move to wax paper and continue until all balls are cov-
ered in chocolate. Place in refrigerator or cool place to set.

Submitted by Dawn Kelley, Chesaning

Recipe

Black Friday Shopping Tip
   Start early. The proverbial saying “the early bird catches the 
worm” is especially true on Black Friday. If you want to find 
the best deals, you should probably avoid sleeping in on the day 
after Thanksgiving.
   Black Friday has changed, but many of the strategies that 
worked in the pre-internet era can still help shoppers land the 
best deals today. 

Prevent 
Learning 
Loss over 

Winter Break 
      Children await winter’s 
arrival for many reasons. 
Those who live in cold 
climates may be anxious 
to see the snow and enjoy 
sledding or throwing snow-
balls with friends. The 
season also is prime time 
for magical holidays, like 
Chanukah, Christmas and 
New Year’s Eve.
   Another eagerly an-
ticipated component of 
winter is the break from 
school that typically coin-
cides with late-December 
holidays. Many children 
are often off from school 
from December 23 through 
January 2. Before school 
lets out for winter recess, 
lessons also tend to be 
shortened to make time 
for the many fun events 
that take place in schools 
to mark the holiday season 
- everything from sing-a-
longs to plays to craft fairs.
   The education experts 
at Brainly - the world’s 

Continued on Page 7



The Independent  d  Wednesday, Nov. 27, 2019   7

• Person 
   Centered Care
• Respite
• Short-term 
   Rehab 
• Memory Care
• Long-term Care 
• Hospice

989-288-3166
8750 E. Monroe, Durand

We accept Medicare, Medicaid and private insurance.

The Drury 
Group
Real Estate

Professionals

127 S. Saginaw St., Byron
810-266-5530  • Thedrurygroup1.com

EQUAL  HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

Kathy Drury 
Owner-Broker

810-241-3533

252 E. Grand River, Laingsburg
517-651-6608

FOOD & TOY DRIVE
bring in can goods or toys and get an

Eye Exam for $52!

Use 
Your Flex 
Spending 

Money

Supper With Santa 
Event Planned

   Santa Claus will be stopping at Redeemer Lutheran 
Church, 2510 N. M-52 in Owosso, on Sunday, Dec. 15 for 
the church’s annual Supper with Santa event. The evening 
starts at 6 p.m. Everyone is invited to have supper with 
Santa, and all the kids will have their chance to sit on 
Santa’s lap and let him know their Christmas wishes.
   This event is free, but tickets are required to guarantee 
seating. Call the church office at (989) 725-5442 today 
for tickets.

Prevent Learning Loss 
over Winter Break
Continued from Page 6

largest peer-to-peer learning community - indicate time 
outside of the classroom can have a big impact on stu-
dents. Even though the bulk of learning loss occurs over 
summer vacation, it can still be measurable during oth-
er school breaks. Students should be urged to keep their 
brains sharp even as they focus on fun and family during 
the holidays. Here are some enjoyable ways to ensure 
learning continues over winter break.
• Connect with the teachers. Parents can ask their chil-
dren’s teachers if there are any specific deficits their child 
is experiencing and whether he or she can recommend 
worksheets or online learning apps to help close any gaps.
• Take an educational trip. Use the break to visit a museum 
or historical landmarks in another town or city. Concerts 
or even nature walks can stimulate the brain as well.
• Visit a science center. Plan a visit to a museum geared 
toward science. 
• Build learning into holiday activities. Ask youngsters 
to count Christmas cards or multiply ingredients in cook-
ie recipes. Discuss the history of holiday traditions and 
customs. Have children read stories synonymous with the 
holidays so they learn some new words as they celebrate.
• Fill stockings with books. Give kids a few age- and 
level-appropriate books for the holidays. Encourage time 
away from toys and devices for an hour a day so they can 
catch up on reading.
   With some focus on fun educational activities, children 
can prevent learning loss during winter recess and re-
turn to school with sharp minds ready for more learning. 
TF19C545

Pack-A-Plane for Toys For Tots
   A Pack-A-Plane event is planned at Joe-Lee’s Crosswinds 
Café from 3 to 6 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 29. The public is 
welcome to stop out and help pack a plane for Toys For 
Tots. The café is located at 208 Airport Drive in Owosso. 
Both Joe-Lee’s and Oliver Woods Assisted Living are 
sponsoring the event.

Annual Living Nativity Planned
   On Saturday, Dec. 7 from 5:30 to 9 p.m., the Owosso First 
United Methodist Church will present “The Journey to 
Bethlehem,” a free, outdoor, drive-through event, follow-
ing along a candle-lit path which winds around the church 
parking lot. Nine-scenes will be featured and include live 
animals such as camels, donkeys and sheep, along with 
costumed actors, lighting and music. The entrance is via 
northbound Washington Street only. The route can only 
accomodate cars, personal-size vans, trucks, 15-passenger 
or non-commercial vans. No pedestrians are allowed.
   The church considers this event as a gift to the com-
munity, but if individuals wish to offer a donation, it will 
be accepted. Proceeds will be shared with those in 
need and a portion will be dedicated to future nativity 
productions.
   The Owosso First United Methodist Church is located 
at 1500 N. Water Street. More information is available by 
calling (989) 725-2201 or visiting owossofumc.org.

Upcoming “Longest Night” 
Special Service

   The Owosso First United Methodist Church is hosting a 
special service at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 19. The service 
is titled “The Longest Night” and recognizes the need for 
people to come together to acknowledge the sadness and 
loss that many experience during the holiday season. The 
public is welcome.  The doors are open to everyone. There 
is no need to RSVP.
Light refreshments and fellowship will follow the service.
   The Owosso First United Methodist Church is located 
at 1500 N. Water Street. More information is available by 
calling (989) 725-2201 or visiting owossofumc.org.

Seven Can Soup
16 oz. can of chili
16 oz. can of black beans
16 oz. can of great northern beans
16 oz. can of pinto beans
16 oz. can of corn
16 oz. can of diced tomates
10 oz. can of diced tonatoes with green chilies
8 oz. cream cheese, optional

Open cans (do not drain). Pour into large pan and stir un-
til mixed well. Heat over medium heat, stirring occasion-
ally. Cook for 20 to 25 minutes until thoroughly heated 
through. Cut cream cheese into 8 pieces. Stir in soup mix-
ture until cream cheese is thoroughly melted and mixed 
into soup.

Submitted by Doris Harper
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“I am grateful for what I have. 
My thanksgiving is perpetual.”

~ Henry David Thoreau

Date-Nut Log
1 cup light brown sugar
1 cup granulated sugar
1 1/2 cup milk
1/4 tsp. salt
2 Tbsp. butter
1 tsp. vanilla
3/4 cup finely chopped nuts
1 cup (7 oz.) finely cut dates

   Combine first 6 ingredients in large saucepan, stir un-
til blended well. Cook, stirring constantly to the softball 
stage. 
   Set in pan of cool water and cool to lukewarm. Spread 
nuts on board or wax paper. 
   Add vanilla to candy and beat vigorously until it begins 
to stiffen and lose shine. Stir in dates and turn mixture 
out on nuts.
   With buttered fingers, shape into roll 14” long, turning in 
nuts to coat the outside. Wrap in wax paper. Chill 2 hours. 
Slice and serve.

Submitted by Vivian Breining

Recipes

Pistachio Bread
1 yellow cake mix
1 pkg. pistachio instant pudding
4 eggs
1/2 pint sour cream
¼ cup vegetable oil
¼ cup water
2 drops green food coloring
————-
1 1/2 cup brown sugar
4 tsp. cinnamon

Combine first set of ingredients in a large bowl. Mix well. 
Pour 1 1/2 cups of batter in each greased bread pan. In 
a small bowl, combine brown sugar and cinnamon. Mix 
well. Sprinkle the mixture evenly into each bread pan. 
Pour remaining batter over top of cinnamon/brown sugar 
in bread pan, making sure to completely cover.
Bake at 350º for 1 hour.

Submitted by Dawn Kelley, Chesaning
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offi cial Toys for Tots drop off

your next Treatment 
when you donate 

a new, unwrapped toy 
to benefi t 

Shiawassee Co. 
Toys for Tots

Appointments must be booked by Dec. 20, 2019

Dr. Stephen Hoke, D.D.S.
1008 N. Shiawassee • Corunna • 989-743-5495

RECEIVE 
5% OFF

(can’t combine with any other offer)

• Housekeeping 
• Personal Care • Laundry 
• Meal Prep • Errands
• Medication Reminders
• Companionship 

Call for a 
FREE Info visit

989-277-0915• careNassist.com

101 S. Shiawassee St.
Corunna

Individually 
Owned 

& 
Operated

Give Your Birds Something to Sing About!
See Us For All Your Bird Feed Needs! 

417 S. Shiawassee St., Corunna

989-743-3110

Seed, Feed and More!

989-725-7117
2021 E. Main St., Owosso 

www.jacobsinsurance.com

Est. 1994

Monograms Etc...
EMBROIDERY & GIFTS

• T-Shirts • Hoodies • Company Logos
• Corporate Apparel • Varsity Jackets 
• Team Apparel • Personalized Gifts

989-743-5999
231 N. Shiawassee St., Downtown Corunna

www.monogramsetc.com
GROUP DISCOUNTS • ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS!

d   You Are Always Welcome in Corunna!  d
••• Corunna ••• 

Festival of Trees
The kick-off for the Annual Corunna Festival 

of Trees will be Friday, Dec. 6 at the 
Corunna Community Center in McCurdy Park.

The trees will be available for viewing 
 from 7 to 9 p.m, directly following the parade.

The trees will also be available to be enjoyed 
on Saturday, Dec. 7, Sunday, Dec. 8, Saturday, Dec. 14 

and Sunday, Dec. 15 ( from 6 to 9 p.m.).

This year is the 26th anniversary for the Festival 
of Trees, each individually decorated by Corunna 

students and sponsored by local merchants.

Breakfast
with Santa

Saturday, Dec. 14 from 9 to 11 a.m. in the 
Community Center in McCurdy Park!

Pancakes, sausage, juice or milk will be available!
Bring your cameras.

(Independent File Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)

Happy Holidays
from

Corunna!
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For additional information call 989-743-3650

Breakfast with Santa 
in the Community Center

December 14, 9-11 am Fireworks 
Dec. 15th 

9pm

Dec. 7, 3-9pm 
Christmas 
Craft Show 

in the Community Center

Entertainment 
Nightly

26th Annual 

Festival 
of Trees 
McCurdy Park, Corunna

Dec. 6, 7-9pm
Dec. 7-8,  6-9pm
Dec. 14, 6-9pm

Dec. 15, 6-8:30pm

Annual
Light Parade
Friday, Dec. 6 

6:30 pm

Rivers Edge 
Chiropractic
Harry L. Hadley Jr., 

D.C., M.S.
210 E. McNeil St., 

Corunna, MI 48817 
989-720-2227 

Gi�  Certi� cates Available
• Chiropractic Care • Therapeutic Massage 

• Sports Injury Care 
• Decompression For Herniated & Bulging Disc

NOW OFFERING 
Couples Massage
BOOK NOW & GET 
  $10 OFF Offer 

Expires 
12-15-19

    SANTA AND MRS. CLAUS were present during the Corunna Christmas at 
the Courthouse last December. Gathered with the popular couple were holiday 
helpers (from left) Cayden, Jack, Jillian, Emili, Dylan and Carson.

d   You Are Always Welcome in Corunna!  d

    CORUNNA’S ANNUAL COUNTRY CHRISTMAS AT the Courthouse is al-
ways a popular event. The 2019 Christmas at the Courthouse is planned for 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 7.
   Numerous crafters and vendors will be participating, selling homemade items, 
holiday decorations, glassware, baked goods, pens, books and much more.
  Shown is a view of the enormous central Christmas tree taken last December 
from the main floor of the historic building in downtown Corunna.

(Independent File Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)

Corunna Light Parade
Friday, Dec. 6 from 6 to 7 p.m. • Downtown Corunna

•••  Holiday Fireworks!!!  •••
Sunday, Dec. 15 at 8:30 p.m. in McCurdy Park

Come Enjoy and Celebrate Corunna’s Sesquicentennial!

   Corunna Historical Village
       It takes weeks to decorate, so please come and enjoy!

           HOURS:  Friday, Dec. 6 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
     (The Sheldon Family Singers will perform)
  Saturday, Dec. 7 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
     (The Sheldon Family Singers will perform, 6 to 8 p.m.) 
   Sunday, Dec. 8 from 6 to 9 p.m.
  Friday, Dec. 13 from 6 to 9 p.m.
  Saturday, Dec. 14 from 7 to 9 p.m. 
     (Andrew Maneley performs on the piano, 6 to 8 p.m.)
  Sunday, Dec. 15 from 6 to 8:30 p.m. – Closing for Fireworks!

Note: The Corunna Historical Village is interested in new volunteers for next year!

We Write for You!
The Independent Newsgroup

• • • 989-723-1118 • • •
Facebook: Independent Newsgroup

www.owossoindependent.com
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Facebook: Independent Newsgroup
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Come In For A Real Taste of Mexico!
Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.

1706 W. Main St., Owosso
989-720-8226

Hours:  Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. 11am-10pm

Sat. 11:30am-10pm, Sun. 11:30am-9pm 

6104 Miller Rd., Swartz Creek
810-644-7066

For every 
$20 spent 

for gift cards, 
you’ll receive 

an extra 
$5 on 

the card

Purchase One 
Dinner Get 1 Dinner

1/2 Off!
Save up to $5

(Not valid with any other offers, one coupon per party)

BLACK 
FRIDAY 
ONLY
Extra $5

How to Create a Durable 
Gingerbread House

         Gingerbread cookies and houses are one of the many symbols of the holiday 
season, alongside Christmas trees and twinkling lights. In fact, few confections sym-
bolize the holidays more so than gingerbread.
   Many a child (or a child at heart) has spent hours carefully trying to create dec-
orative gingerbread houses. Although gingerbread recipes span various cultures, 
gingerbread houses originated in 16th century Germany. The fairy tale “Hansel 
and Gretel” helped solidify the popularity of gingerbread, which became part of 
Christmas traditions.
   Even though gingerbread houses can be fun to make, there’s no denying it can be 
exacting work - especially for those who strive for perfection. Prepackaged kits at-
tempt to take some of the guesswork out of the equation, but those who are crafting 
from scratch can employ these tips as they build their gingerbread houses.
•  Go for form and not flavor. Few gingerbread houses ever get eaten, so focus on 
finding a dough that will bake up rock hard as opposed to one that tastes good.
•  Get the right icing texture. Pastry artist Catherine Beddall says royal icing is the 
preferred “glue” to adhere gingerbread pieces. Beddall says icing should be thick like 
peanut butter and not runny.
•  Mind the dough. Do not roll out the gingerbread dough too thin or it may become 
brittle after being cooked. Always cut out shapes before the gingerbread is baked. Let 
the baked pieces sit overnight to cool completely before using them to build.
•  Patience is key. Allow the icing to dry for at least a couple of hours after adhering 
each piece and before moving and handling the house, says Beddall. Work in stages 
so that individual items can be decorated and allowed to dry. Then the walls can be 
put together, followed by the roof pieces.
•  Kids likely will need help. Children may not have the patience or steadiness to 
handle complete gingerbread construction. They can decorate the separate pieces of 
the house while the components are laying flat, which is easier for kids. Adults can 
do the main assembly later on.
•  Utilize a template. Free-handing may not be easy. Cut out templates using card-
board or posterboard for various gingerbread pieces.
   One of the most important tips is to have fun. Don’t take gingerbread house making 
too seriously as a novice. Rather, enjoy the experience and the centuries-old tradition. 
TF19C530

The Origins of Christmas Caroling 
      The festive nature of the 
holiday season makes it an 
ideal time to sing, especial-
ly in groups. Perhaps it’s no 
surprise then that caroling, a 
tradition that dates back many 
centuries, ultimately collided 
with Christmas.
   Caroling and Christmas car-
oling are two different things. 
According to History.org, the 
origins of modern Christmas 
caroling can be traced to was-
sailing, a term that has evolved 
for more than a millenium. 
What started as a simple greeting gradually became part of a toast made during ritual-
ized drinking. Time magazine notes that the word “wassail,” which appeared in English 
literature as early as the eighth century, eventually came to mean the wishing of good 
fortune on one’s neighbors, though no one can say for certain when this particular devel-
opment occurred.
   During medieval times, farmers in certain parts of Britain would drink a beverage 
to toast the health of their crops and encourage the fertility of their animals. By 1600, 
farmers in some parts of Britain were still engaging in this ritual, and some were by now 
taking a wassail bowl filled with a toasting beverage around the streets. These wassailers 
would stop by neighboring homes and offer a warm drink, all the while wishing good 
fortune on their neighbors.
   During this period, wassailing had nothing to do with Christmas, but that began to 
change in Victorian England, when Christmas became more commercialized and popu-
lar. It was during this time when publishers began circulating carols, forever linking the 
tradition of wassailing with Christmas.
   Christmas caroling as Victorian Englanders knew it might have fallen by the wayside. 
But while carolers may no longer go door-to-door singing Christmas songs and wishing 
their neighbors good fortune, those intent on seeing the modern manifestation of this 
tradition that dates back more than a millennium may be able to find some carolers at 
their local mall or church. HL19A338

Date Drop Cookies
1 1/2 cup sifted flour
3/4 tsp. soda
1/2 tsp. salt
2/3 cup butter
1 cup brown sugar, firm
2 eggs
1/3 cup water
3/4 cup chop nuts
1 cup (7 oz.) finely cut dates

   Sift flour with soda and salt. Cream but-
ter gradually, blend in sugar. Add eggs, one 
at a time and beat until light and fluffy. 
   Add sifted dry ingredients alternately 
with the water, beating well after each ad-
dition. Stir in nuts and dates. Drop by tsp. 
onto greased cookie sheets, 2 inches apart. 
Top with nut halves.
   Bake in mod oven at 350 or 400º for 12 
to 15 minutes or until brown.

Submitted by Vivian Breining, Owosso

Recipes

Best Peanut 
Butter Cake
2 cups sugar
2 cups flour
1 tsp. soda
1/2 tsp. salt
2 sticks oleo
1 cup of water 
1 cup of peanut butter
1 tsp. vanilla

Frosting:
1 stick of oleo (melted)
1/2 cup peanut butter
1 lb. powdered sugar (sifted)

   Melt oleo, water and peanut butter, bring 
to boil. Add dry ingredients, mix.
   Add 2 eggs and vanilla to mixture and 
mix all together. Pour in greased cookie 
sheet (11x17). Bake 20 minutes at 350º
   Cool cake. Melt oleo and add peanut 
butter, mix well. Add powdered sugar and 
enough milk or water to spread. Spread on 
cake.

Submitted by Sandy Maynard, Owosso

“Christmas is a season for kindling 
the fire for hospitality in the hall, the 
genial flame of charity in the heart.”

~ Washington Irving
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       STEVE TEICH AND KATHERINE GODBOLD were working magic helping 
with holiday decorations at the Shiawassee Arts Center just a few days prior to 
the opening of the 31st Annual Holiday Along the River exhibit. The new show, 
sponsored by Memorial Healthcare, will run through Sunday, Dec. 31.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

SAC Hosts the 31st Annual 
Holiday Along the River

   The 31st annual SAC Holiday Along the River will run through Sunday, Dec. 31. 
The show is generously sponsored by Memorial Healthcare with outdoor decorating by 
Sunburst Gardens. Over 90 Michigan artists will be displaying and selling their original 
artwork, unique gift items and holiday decorations.
   Special events during the show include the Children’s Day from 2 to 4 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 8 with art activities, refreshments, live music, a book signing, gingerbread house 
display and a visit from Santa.
   SAC is offering three children’s Gingerbread House classes beginning Thursday, 
Dec. 5 from 4 to 5:30 p.m. The second date is Saturday, Dec. 7 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. and 
also from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
   SAC will be offering exciting art items for bid in our annual silent auction. Bidding ends 
at 5 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 18. SAC gift cards are available. The Shiawassee Arts Center 
is available for rent for special events, meetings and holiday parties.
   SAC is located at 206 Curwood Castle Dr., Owosso and is open Monday through Friday 
from noon to 5 p.m. and on Sunday and Saturday from noon to 4 p.m. SAC features the 
artwork of local and statewide artists in eight galleries including the Frieseke Gallery 
and a specialty gift shop. The public is welcome and there is no admission charge.
   For more information, please call the Shiawassee Arts Center at (989) 723-8354 or visit 
www.shiawasseearts.org.

Candy Cereal Treats
Crust:
1/2 cup butter or margarine, softened
2/3 cup brown sugar
2 egg yolks
1 tsp. vanilla
1 1/2 cups of flour
1/2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. baking soda
3 cups miniature marshmallows

Topping:
2/3 cups corn syrup
1/4 cup butter or margarine

1 pkg. (10 oz.) peanut butter chips
2 tsp. vanilla extract
2 cups of crisp rice cereal
1 cup salted peanuts
1 cup plain M&M’s 

   Mix crust and put into greased 9x13 pan. 
Bake at 350º for 12 to 14 minutes, take out 
and sprinkle with marshmallows, bake 2 to 
3 minutes longer. Cool.
   Combine toppings and mix in a sauce-
pan until smooth. Then add vanilla, cereal, 
nuts and M&Ms. Pour over crust and cool. 
Makes 2 dozen.

Submitted by Cathy Baumgardner, Owosso

Recipes

Ma’s (Jo) Red Cinnamon 
Apple Sauce Salad
1 cup boiling water
1/4 cup red hot cinnamon candies
1 sm. pkg. raspberry Jello

   Add red hots and jello to boiling water, stir 
often till red hots melt. You can microwave 

mixture to warm it up to help melt red hots.
   Cool and add 2 cups apple sauce, (or add 
1 3/4*) stir and refrigerate.
*since some apple sauce is watery, I al-
ways add just little less than 2 cups to con-
firm it will set. 

So easy and so good.

Submitted by Sandra Jo Hall

Nut Goodie Bars
12 oz. pkg. of chocolate chips
12 oz. pkg. of butterscotch chips
2 cups of peanut butter
1 cup of margarine or butter
1/4 cup vanilla pudding mix (not instant)
1/2 cup evaporated milk
2 lbs. powdered sugar
1 tsp. maple flavoring
2 cups of peanuts

   Melt together chocolate and butterscotch 
chips, peanut butter and pour half in large 
cookie sheet. Put in refrigerator to set.
   Melt margarine in saucepan. Add pud-
ding mix and evaporated milk. Bring to a 
full boil, stirring constantly. 

Remove from heat, add powdered sugar 
and maple flavoring. Mix until smooth; 
spread over chocolate layer.
   For the third layer, add peanuts to re-
maining choclate mixture and spread over 
pudding layer. Put in refrigerator to set.

Submitted by Doris Harper, Perry

Chocolate Drops
1 lb. chocolate drops
1 cup crunchy peanut butter
2 1/2 Tbsp. butter
Melt together above ingredients in micro-
wave. Drop by teaspoonful onto wax pa-
per. Refrigerate until hardened.

Submitted by 
Doris Harper, 
Perry Letters to Santa in Durand

   Santa has asked the city of Durand to place his magic mailbox at Durand City Hall 
again this holiday season. Children can drop off their letters to Santa and city officials 
will see that Santa gets their letters before December 24.

Scavenger Hunt, Chili Cook-Off 
and Raffle Prizes Needed

   Donated items to be awarded as prizes during the 2019 Christmas Fantasy in Perry are 
needed for the Scavenger Hunt and Raffle. This year’s holiday event will be from 5:30 to 
8 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 14.
   The prizes will be used for the Scavenger Hunt, Chili Cook-Off and Free Raffle, and 
the donor may designate what event they would like their prize used for. The fire depart-
ment will be available as a warming center throughout the night. More details will be 
published when available.
   For further information, please call Perry City Hall at (517) 625-6155 between 8 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, or via email at events@perry.mi.us.

 Scotch Pine $30
Douglas Fir $35
Balsam Fir $35
 Fraser Fir $40

 Lennon Lions Club

CHRISTMAS TREE

•• SALE • •

OPENING SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
Open M-S 10am-Dark, Sun. Noon-Dark
On M-13 ~ Just South of Lennon

Storage Units across from USPS
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Enjoy a hot cocoa bar. 
  Write a letter to Santa.
     Many downtown festivities.
        Full menu of sandwiches 
        and soups.

200 N. Saginaw St., Durand
989-541-1550

Everyone’s Invited    
Nov. 29 & 30 from 4-7pm 

Coffee, Shakes, Malts, Sandwiches, Soups, 
Home of the Freak Shake

Free WiFi

 101 N. Saginaw St., Durand  989-288-2678
 We are independent agents proudly representing

105 N. Saginaw St., Durand
989-288-5055 

Shiawassee County’s 
Only Full Service Jeweler

IN STORE
BLACK FRIDAY 

SPECIALS

  THE DURAND BAND tree (seen above in 2018) is one of two cornerstone trees 
in the second level ballroom at Durand Union Station. Durand band alumni dating 
back to the 1960s are represented on the tree, which utilizes antique Durand band 
instruments, sheet music and marching uniforms dating back decades, and a variety 
of unique donated ornaments. 

  (Independent File Photo/Graham Sturgeon)

Visit & Enjoy Durand!
Santa’s Light Parade

Santa’s Light Parade will be held from 6 to 7 p.m., 
Saturday, Nov. 30 in downtown Durand.

Celebrate the season in Durand! The parade steps off on Monroe Street and turns 
down Saginaw as Santa heads toward the depot. The parade ends with a lighting 

ceremony for the downtown holiday lights and the annual “Santa at the Depot” event.
More information is available at www.durandunionstation.org.

Holiday Wine Tasting
The 2019 Durand Depot Holiday Wine Tasting event is 

planned for Saturday, Dec. 14 from 6 to 9 p.m.

Tickets are limited ~ Reserve yours today by calling 
(989) 288-3561 or visit the Durand Union Station.

All proceeds will benefit the Durand Union Station

Pottery Santa Workshop
Sunday, Dec. 1 from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Durand Union Station

Hosted by DaniJo Hawkins Pottery. Tickets available at Eventbrite.
Come create a Santa out of clay!

Be Sure to Visit These Participating 
Durand Merchants this Holiday Season ...
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Nov. 29-Dec. 1

989-288-6886
shawspharmacy.com

Downtown Durand

✳
✳

✳
✳

✳

✳

✳

Kitchen
Linens
$2.99

Fleece 
Lined 

Leggings
40% OFF

Prescription 
Refi lls via 

Pocket 
Rx App

Thompson 
Candles

40%
OFF

Melissa 
& Doug

Toys
40%
OFF

Butter
Soft 

Socks
$2.99

SPECIALS

✳ ✳

Hours: M-F 9-8
Sat. 9-5 • Sun. 11-3

 311 N. Oak St., Durand
Hours: 7AM-10PM 7 Days A Week 

989-288-3382 riversidemarket.net

USDA Choice Tender Ridge 
Angus Standing 
Rib Roast

 Double Coupons 
7 Days A Week

$899/lb

8900 E. Lansing Rd., Durand • 989-288-4832

Visit & Enjoy Durand!

   THE DURAND MADRIGALS provided entertain-
ment for families waiting to see Santa during Christ-
mas at the Depot last November. The group of Durand 
High School students set up in the Amtrak ticket lob-
by on the lower level of Durand Union Station, where 
the Christmas at the Depot experience begins. After 
listening to the Madrigals and snagging a Christmas 
cookie, children and their parents were then escorted 
to the Depot’s second level, where they listened to holi-
day stories read by Bart Harris and visited Santa in his 
elaborately decorated throne room.

(Independent File Photo/Graham Sturgeon)

Christmas Tree Viewing
at the Durand Union Station begins Friday, Nov. 29 

and goes through Tuesday, Dec. 31.
The event is open to the public.

Santa at the Depot
Santa will arrive at the Durand Union Station on Saturday, Nov. 30,

directly following the parade!
Santa will be available for photos until 9 p.m.

Parents with infants/toddlers are encouraged to visit Santa from 1 to 3 p.m.
Free admission – donations are always welcome!

The Durand High School Madrigals
The Madrigals will be offering entertainment at the 

Durand Union Station on Saturday, Nov. 30 until 9 p.m.

Durand Union Station Holiday Open House
The open house is planned for Friday, Dec. 13 and will include entertainment, 

snacks and sweets. The event is open to the public.
The Durand High School Madrigals will be on hand for this event, too!

“Happy, happy Christmas, that can win us back to the delusions of our 
childhood days, recall to the old man the pleasures of his youth, 

and transport the traveler back to his own fireside and quiet home!”
~ Charles Dickens

Durand 
Welcomes You 

During the 
Holidays and 
Throughout 

the Year!
Please 

Enjoy Our 
Community!



Visit & Enjoy Durand!
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Lansing Rd., Durand 
Exit 118 off I-69 • Open 24 Hours

989-288-2121

4530 Lansing Rd., Bancroft

989-634-9156

MONROE 
POINT
 SHELL

Products & Service 
You Can Depend On 

SINCE 1960

8600 Lansing Rd. • Durand 
989-288-2105    doormart@frontier.com

Jeremy Hart James Hart

 IRON HORSE PUB
Serving the Community for 42 Years

 Open Thanksgiving,
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day!

 Open 
- 7 Days -

 8 Page
Menu

 Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner ANYTIME!
 “Others Have Tried to Imitate But Just Can’t 

Duplicate Our Quality & Service”

 Uptown Durand • 989-288-2537

DISPLAY SALE 
NOW THROUGH 

DEC. 21
All Durand and Burton displays 

are marked down from order prices. 
Place your order this winter, and we will 

have it ready to be set this spring.

8966 E. Lansing Rd., Durand ❄ 989-288-5336
Open Daily 8am-5pm and evenings

Weekends by appointment

marshmonumentcompany.com

Closed Friday, Nov. 29

DEISLER 
ELECTRIC, INC.

Over 50 Years In Business Since 1962

We Offer A Full Line 
Of Automatic Generators

Residential, Commercial & Industrial
8978 E. Lansing Rd. • Durand • info@DeislerElectric.com

Visit our website: www.DeislerElectric.com

FREE QUOTES - CALL US! 
989-288-6993

Open 
Christmas Day!

The Durand Union Station is open on 
Christmas Day from 3 to 7 p.m.

Bring your family and friends!
200 Railroad St., Durand

More information is available by calling 
(989) 288-3561

Kids Christmas 
Party!

The Durand Eagles 3851
is hosting a Kids Christmas Party from 2 to 

4 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 22. The public is welcome.
Bring the kids in for a fun afternoon! 

Santa will be in attendance, too!
5240 S. New Lothrop Rd., Durand

(Independent File Photo/Graham Sturgeon)



The Cat that Adopted a 
Family for Christmas

a short story by Karen Mead-Elford

        Vicki vigorously stomped her snowy boots on the doormat as she entered her kitchen, 
tossing her keys in a nearby basket and hanging her purse over a chair. “I’m home,” she 
called to her daughter, knowing the teenager was hiding out behind the closed door 
to her bedroom.
   She ran her fingers through short, brown hair – damp from the early 
snowfall. It wasn’t even quite December, but it was Michigan, which 
meant snow could happen anytime and generally did. The roads had 
been lousy and her ten-year-old sedan wasn’t great on icy corners, 
but Vicki was grateful the discount store she managed was just a 
few miles from the house trailer she shared with her daughter.
   The kitchen, illuminated primarily by a dated fluorescent 
light, was cozy, at best. Vicki had painted the cabinets a few 
years back, but time and use had taken an obvious toll. Still, 
she was happy the trailer had sufficient cabinets for the two of 
them. Plus, the white refrigerator was new. She had purchased 
it with some of her tax return money just last spring, meaning 
that now all of her appliances finally matched and were in 
working order.
   Reflecting on the refrigerator and knowing that the freez-
er portion contained a frozen lasagna dinner, some pot-pies 
and burritos, and that none of that sounded appetizing for 
dinner, Vicki called out, “How about pizza? Do you want 
pizza tonight?”
   “Pizza again, Mom, really?” was the reply.
   Vicki had to agree, knowing she was never going to earn her 
mother-of-the-year badge based on her cooking or baking skills. 
She liked to think she brought other “motherly” elements into their 
home, though. As a single parent of a single child, Maddie didn’t have to 
struggle for attention. Though Vicki worked, Maddie was the sole recipient 
of her maternal affection.
   “You can have double pepperoni?” Vicki offered.
   Maddie opened her door: head poking out, straight brown hair tucked behind her ears. 
She smiled slightly. “Sure, whatever works, Mom.”
    In a rather uncharacteristic move, instead of retreating back to her room, Maddie posi-
tioned herself on a stool at the kitchen island.
    “How was your school day?” Vicki asked, as she always asked at some point in the 
evening. “Did you get your homework done?”
   Maddie just rolled her eyes and sighed. “School was school. No homework tonight.”
   It was the answer she expected. Maddie was a typical teen when it came to offering 
vague responses to her questions, which were rarely reciprocated with any demonstration 
of interest in her own daily activities. Yes, typical. However, Maddie was not typical in 
every way: shy to the point of being reclusive, lacking any close friendships, choosing to 
hide behind worn out sci-fi book covers. Maddie was the type of kid who rarely, if ever, 
drew interest from her teachers or the school staff. She was a moderate student, always on 
time, always respectful, but lacking any significant outward talents to distinguish herself.
   “So, have you thought about when we can go look?” Maddie asked, resting her chin 
on her hands. The nearby Christmas tree cast multi-colored pinpoints in her dark eyes. 
Always a fan of the holidays, Maddie had turned the tree on as soon as she came home 
from school.
   Of course, Vicki knew exactly what Maddie was asking. Weeks of lengthy discussions 
and cautious research had led them down this path.

   “You know it’s not recommended to adopt a pet at the holidays …” Vicki began.
   “Come on, Mom. We aren’t the family that’s going to pick out some random kitten and 
keep it just through Christmas. You know that. And that would be ridiculously cruel,” 
Maddie stated.
   Vicki studied her daughter. Maddie was fourteen and obviously lonely. She had decid-
ed some time back that they could look into adopting a cat through the local nonprofit 
animal shelter, but she had made Maddie do a lot of research on the subject. Their long-
time cat, Ernie, had died months ago. Ernie, who had come to them as an adult through 
a foster organization, had been a treasured companion for Maddie – the perfect addition 

to their small trailer-sized family. Vicki was somewhat hesitant to adopt another 
cat and find herself disappointed that the new feline wouldn’t live up to the 

expectations Ernie had established.
   The light of the Christmas tree made Maddie seem more youthful 

and full of hope, a combination that always triggered something in 
Vicki’s heart where her daughter was concerned. Still, she was de-

termined that if they were going to adopt, they needed to follow 
certain criteria and most of the research did mandate to be care-
ful about adopting at Christmas.
   “Don’t you think we should wait until January?” Vicki asked. 
“It’s only another month.”
   “Mom, we stay home for the holidays. You work. I have 
school, but mostly we’re home, so a new cat isn’t going to be 
left unattended. You know that. Also, it’s not like we have 
any huge family gatherings or parties that are going to stress 
out a new pet. At most, Grandma and Grandpa come over on 
Christmas Eve. Maybe Uncle Peter will stop by a couple times 
to play board games. Our home is calm, safe and we have the 

time to dedicate to this …” Maddie expressed her thoughts. “I 
don’t really want anything for Christmas, Mom. I don’t really 

need anything. I just miss Ernie, but I think we can do this. We 
just maybe can offer one cat a new home.”

   “I don’t know …”
   “Mom, please,” Maddie recognized she was pushing the topic. “It 

won’t hurt to look.”
   Vicki grinned at that. “Maddie, if we go, you and I both know it’s not 

likely just to look. I know you too well to believe that.” She hesitated. “We 
can go tomorrow. The shelter doesn’t close until six. I’ll give you some cash in the 

morning so you can walk to Nixon’s Pet Products after school to pick up new supplies. 
Then I’ll meet you there after work, ok?”
   Maddie being Maddie, and generally pragmatic, didn’t exactly jump for glee, though 
she did smile brightly. That unusually large smile was enough. Vicki would take smiling 
over eye teenage rolling any day, any time.

d d d d d
   The next afternoon came about rapidly. The discount store where Vicki worked had 
been unusually busy, even with Christmas still a few weeks away. Vicki’s feet ached from 
standing on tile flooring for hours and there was a tingle in her throat from the dry air. 
Overall, just another crazy day in her life: nothing unusual.
   She met Maddie at the pet store. Maddie had purchased a basic litter box, litter, a small 
bag of dry food and some toys as a starter kit in their cat adoption process.
   The teen loaded the items into the trunk and they were off to the shelter. Located just 
a few miles out of town, the tiny shelter was a completely unassuming facility, nestled 
down in some overgrown shrubbery. What it lacked in outward glamour on the outside, 
it made up for in tidiness on the inside.
   Vicki and Maddie entered the brightly lit, warm lobby area to be greeted by an attendee 
at the front counter. They offered her a brief synopsis for their visit. She introduced her-
self as “Pam,” sharing that she had worked for the shelter for several years. 
    While Vicki and Pam talked, Maddie found herself looking beyond the counter area. 
She was greeted by a desk with a neat stack of paperwork, an assortment of adoption 
posters on the walls, two empty pet crates in the corner and a pair of intensely green eyes 
watching her from under a chair. Though the eyes were definitely following her, they had 
a bored look behind them: completely disinterested, or so she thought. She checked it off 
in the back of her mind that the shelter must keep an office cat, which made sense. She 
had read that some shelters would do that with hard-to-adopt or senior residents.
   “If you go through the door and to the left, you will find our cat room,” Pam was saying 
when Maddie refocused on the conversation. “Actually, we do have a few cats back there, 
but many were just recently adopted at our weekend adoption event, so we might not have 
a match for you, but you can check them out.”
   Pam took them through the door toward the cat room. A door to the right of that led 
toward the dog kennels. A number of dogs barked as they entered, but once they moved 
into the cat room, it was far quieter. The cinder block walls muffled much of the noise.
   Vicki and Maddie moved up to the first caged area, keeping a bit of a distance so as 
not to rush at any of the cats inside. Vicki took the time to read the notes provided on the 
clipboard on the cage door, offering a name and whatever background information was 
available on the animal.

Continued on Page 16
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The Cat that 
Adopted a Family 
for Christmas
Continued from Page 15

   “It’s rather hard not to want to take all of them 
home,” Maddie shared, as she moved toward 
a second cage. A pink nose, a brown nose, 
a black nose: she found herself drawn to 
every face, as she knew she would even 
before coming to the shelter. She had 
been too young to recall her mother 
adopting Ernie. Ernie had just always 
been a part of her life. So she’d had no 
prior experience with the drawbacks 
of the process of adopting a pet – a 
little bit of niggling guilt that there 
was no possible way to adopt every cat 
and dog.
   “All of our cats are spayed or neutered 
and vaccinated,” Pam informed them. 
“If you find a good match, you have to fill 
out an application. We ask for vet references. 
Also, if you rent, we have to contact your land-
lord to confirm you are allowed to have a pet. There 
is a nonrefundable adoption fee. However, if you do adopt 
and it doesn’t work out, for whatever reason, we take the 
pet back.”
   “We have a house trailer and we can have a pet,” Vicki 
offered. “We had a cat, but he passed away.”
   As her mother started to tell Pam more about Ernie, 
Maddie was again aware of two green eyes on her. The of-
fice cat had appeared in the center of the cat room, sitting 
several feet away.
   Maddie could see him more clearly now. Two green eyes 
centered in a large, owlish head, all perched on a rath-
er nondescript feline form. Short, gray-brown fur, pointy 
ears and a thick tail – not a single marking to attract in-
terest or even pique the eye. Aside from the oddly intense 
stare – somehow both intense and still bored – the cat was 
physically quite plain.
   “That’s Indy,” Pam told Maddie, seeing her watching 
the cat.
   “Indy?”
   “Yes. Like Indiana Jones. He was a dump-off here a cou-
ple years ago. He met me at the door one morning when 
I was coming to work. Someone had left him in the park-
ing lot, which is illegal, by the way. We can prosecute for 
that.” Pam smiled, “I named him Indy because I’m old-
school and he seemed like he’d had an adventure or two. I 
thought he looked like Harrison Ford, more character ac-
tor than traditional lead man in appearance, but still able 
to hold his own, regardless.”
   Vicki chuckled at the description of the name. Maddie 
was actually only vaguely aware of the Indiana Jones 
character. Those movies had been popular long before her 
time, but she still gathered that Pam was talking about the 
cat’s appearance.
   “I always thought Indiana Jones was very handsome,” 
Vicki said.
   “Absolutely. Handsome, but not necessarily big movies-
tar handsome. Our poor Indy has mostly been ignored by 
everyone who comes looking for a cat, though. We sort of 
give him free reign of the place, now,” she explained.
   Maddie knelt down, holding out her fingers in the direc-
tion of the cat. Indy sort of ignored her. In typical cat fash-
ion, he did stand up and stretch from his sitting position.
   “Kitty, kitty …” she coaxed. He nonchalantly moved 
nearer to her outstretched fingers, still maintaining a bit of 
distance, as feline dignity required.
   “Come here, Indy,” Maddie encouraged. He extended 
his big head out a bit and her fingers were finally able to 

brush his fur. Then he moved in, once he had approved her 
presence, letting her scratch an ear.
   “He warms up to some people fairly quickly,” Pam 
shared. “He’s actually a very friendly cat. We think he’s 
maybe six-years-old, or so. We don’t know much about 
his past, obviously. He’s always well behaved in the office 
and around other cats, too. It’s just most people come in 
looking for a showier cat and then he gets overlooked.”

    “Is Indy available for adoption?” Vicki inquired, 
surprising herself with the sudden question.

   “To the right home, yes. I’d love to see this 
cat in a forever home.”

   “What do you think?” Vicki ques-
tioned Maddie. It was beyond her how 
anyone seeking the companionship 
of a pet, might base their preference 
on something as base as appearance. 
Personality was far more significant.
   “I really like him, Mom. But it’s 
something else. I think he likes us. I 
think Indy has actually decided to 
adopt us,” Maddie stated with a slight 
exuberance in her tone.

   Pam laughed, “You might be right. 
Cats are often kind of like that, anyway. 

No two cats are alike, but most of them are 
quite independently minded. They definitely 

develop their own opinions. I do think our Indy 
here seems to like you guys, and I would be thrilled 

to know he’s getting the great home he deserves.”
   Pam encouraged Maddie and Vicki to spend some fur-
ther one-on-one time with Indy in a quiet room off the side 
of the cat room to see if the match-up might work. Indy 
was soon willing to let Maddie pick him up, though he was 
a bit more hesitant with Vicki. Pam instructed them that it 
could take some time to let Indy bond with them, particu-
larly since he was an adult cat and quite accustomed to his 
life at the shelter.
   It was soon apparent that 
Indy had decided it was ac-
ceptable to go home with 
Maddie and Vicki, and 
likewise, they were pleased 
he found them acceptable.

d d d d d
   It was mid-morning on 
Christmas Day. Maddie 
and Vicki had opened gifts 
with Vicki’s parents and 
Uncle Peter on Christmas 
Eve, leaving Christmas 
Day open for relaxation 
and enjoyment. Vicki had 
decided to curl up on the 
couch with a new book and 
a hot cup of cinnamon stick 
tea. She was rather proud 
to have a ham and baked 
potatoes in the oven, hop-
ing that maybe on one day 
of the year she was eligible 
for that mother-of-the-year 
badge. Pizza could wait un-
til New Year’s Eve.
   Maddie was watching a 
Christmas movie on the 
television, sitting crossed-
legged on the floor with 
Indy curled up in her lap 
– the twitching end of his 
thick tail was the only cue 
he wasn’t quite asleep. 
Maddie’s straight brown 
hair, always tucked be-
hind her ears, all while her 

fingers slowly played with his short fur.
   Vicki took in the comforting sight, reflecting on the pre-
vious few weeks since the adoption. It had taken a period 
of time for the cat to adjust to his new home, but they had 
allowed him his space, letting him venture from room to 
room, exploring the newness of his surroundings. After a 
few days, he seemed to fall into a routine, not dissimilar 
from Ernie, seeking out various vantage points where he 
could sun himself or watch the squirrels from a window. 
As more time went by, Indy would tag along after either 
Maddie or Vicki, seeking affection when he decided he 
wanted it, or curling up beside them for a nap.
   Vicki found herself agreeing with her daughter. They 
had done the research and put in the effort, but the cat was 
really the one that had adopted them – and it was so nice 
to feel wanted.
Note: When considering a pet adoption, please do ade-
quate research in advance. If you have questions related 
to available dogs or cats, call the Shiawassee Humane 
Society at (989) 723-4262 or Community Cats of Owosso 
at (517) 303-1180.
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SHIAWASSEE 
FAMILY YMCA

515 W. Main St., Owosso

SHIAWASSEEYMCA.ORG  •  989-725-8136

When your friend joins the Y, you AND your friend earn 
20% OFF membership through the end of 2020! 

And we’ll waive the joiners fee for your friend, also!
IT’S EASY!
• Pick up a Referral Card from the Front Desk.
• Give the completed card to your friend.
• Have your friend bring the card when they sign up.  
• Once your friend joins, you both get 20% off your membership!

            *Offer good until 12/31/19. Call for details.

  Holiday 
Gift Certifi cates 

Available

20/20 MEMBER 
REFERRAL PROGRAM

Why wait until 2020 to start your 
New Year’s resolutions?

Black Friday Shopping Tips
   Shop local. Shoppers who want to venture out on Black Friday 
but still avoid crowds should skip shopping malls and big box 
stores in favor of local retailers. Shopping local is a great way 
to keep money in your community, and local shops tend to have 
more unique offerings than chain stores. One-of-a-kind gifts can 
be a great way to show loved ones how much you appreciate 
them. And local shopping districts likely won’t draw the massive 
crowds or produce the long checkout lines that consumers are 
likely to encounter at malls.
   Comparison shop. Comparison shopping can make Black 
Friday even more deal-friendly. If you’re stuck on a long check-
out line, use the time spent waiting for the next cashier to look 
for the same item online. You might find it’s less expensive some-
where else, and you can then present that price to the cashier at 
checkout. Many retailers are willing to match lower prices from 
other retailers, but you won’t know unless you ask.
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RadioShack 
Associate Store

Reg Hours: M-Th 9-6:30, 
Fri 9-7, Sat 9-6, 

OPEN Sun 11-5 Until Christmas

216 W. Main St.
Downtown 

Owosso
989-723-3794

Amour Duo Air 
Wire-Free Stereo 
Bluetooth® Earbuds 
w/microphone

Whistler Digital Radio Desktop 
      or Hand Held Scanner

 Reg. $399.99ea.

                   $239.99
Includes Programming 

$40 value 

3-inch Rechargeable 
Bluetooth®

Party 
Mini Speaker
with Disco Light

Reg. $19.99ea.

$9.99

37” Wall-Mountable  
Bluetooth® 
Soundbar
Reg. $99.99ea.

While supplies last. 
Prices valid in-store Fri., Sat. & Sun. 

Black Friday DEALS
FRIDAY 9AM-8PM

Fabrix Bluetooth® 
Speaker
Reg. $39.99ea.

Reg. 
$69.99ea

$49.99

1/2 OFF

$19.99 $49.99

114 N. Main St., Perry
517-625-4163 or 517-625-5049

ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!

REMAINING 
DAYS

34

• Handmade Wreaths
• Fresh Greens 
• Unique Gifts
• Holiday Decor

9008 Old M-78, Haslett
Holiday Hours Begin Nov. 29! 

Mon-Sat 9am-7pm; Sun 10am-6pm 

www.vanattas.com
or call 517.339.1142

OPEN YEAR ROUND

• Beautiful
  Poinsettias
• Christmas 
  Arrangements

BLACK FRIDAY ALL MONTH LONG
•• UP TO 20% OFF MOST 2019s ••

0% APR 
UP TO 72 MOS.

2019 SILVERADO
CREW CAB, 4X4, #9548

ONLY 
$265MO

ONLY 
$180MO

M-52 & M-57, Chesaning • www.laclair.com • 989-845-3057 
Al payments based on GM employee pricing, lease loyalty applies. $2,000 due at signing or trade equity. 36 or 24 month lease (term lessor of 
the two),  10,000 MPY lease, approved credit, vehicles may not be as pictured. Plus taxes and fees. All rebates to dealer. See dealer for details.

2019 S
CREW

ONLY

2019 BUICK ENCORE
 #9647

2019 MALIBU
REM. ST., REAR CAMERA 

#9449

ONLY 
$215MO

2020 TRAX
FWD #9662

ONLY 
$151MO

2020 EQUINOX
FWD #9641

ONLY 
$211MO

2019 SILVERADO
DOUBLE CAB #9245

ONLY 
$185MO

2019 COLORADO
CREW CAB, 4X4 #9445

ONLY 
$204MO

• Implants 

• Full Mouth Restorations 

• Complete Smile Makeovers 

• CEREC Technology
For Beautiful Crowns 

in Just One Visit!

989-743-4851
RiverviewSmiles.com

611 N. Shiawassee St., Corunna

Paul Kuhlman, D.D.S. • Dirk Rennick, D.D.S.• Curtis Neal, D.D.S.
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Visit vzw.com/digitalrebatecenter to redeem your offer. Receive a $100 Prepaid Mastercard® when you port in a 4G tablet on a new Verizon postpaid consumer account on an Unlimited Plan, between 10/1/19-12/31/19, using promo code BYOTABLET. All required materials must be submitted within 30 days of 
activation and your device must remain activated for 45 consecutive days. We reserve the right to chargeback the amount of the Prepaid Mastercard® Card if service is cancelled within 6 months. May not be combined with other promotional offers. Your Prepaid Mastercard Card will be mailed via the U.S. Postal 
Service within 8 weeks after receipt of claim and will be mailed to the billing address on file with Verizon Wireless. This card is issued by SUNRISE BANKS N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Mastercard International Incorporated.  Mastercard is a registered trademark of Mastercard International 
Incorporated. Cards will not have cash access and can be used everywhere Mastercard debit cards are accepted. Activation/upgrade fee/line: Up to $30. IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to VZW Agmts, Calling Plan, & credit approval. Up to $350 early termination fee. Offers & coverage, varying 
by svc, not available everywhere; see vzw.com. While supplies last. Restocking fee may apply. Limited time offer. © 2019 Verizon Wireless. © 2019 Samsung Electronics America, Inc. Samsung and Galaxy Tab S are both trademarks of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. Limited time offer. © 2019 Verizon Wireless.

Got a nice tablet? Keep 
it and switch to get $100 
on the network more 
people rely on.
With Unlimited.

Wireless Zone® is a Verizon Authorized Retailer.

1031 E. Main Street
Owosso, MI
989.723.9663

See store for details.

5301 N. US Hwy. 27, St. Johns 
989-224-8874

us27motorsports.com
Plus Doc. Tax, Freight, Registration. See dealer for details.

2019 Indy 
EVO
$5,199

2019 Switchback 
Pro S 800
MSRP $14,499
$11,495 Our Price

2020 Switchback 
Assault 800
MSRP 
$14,023
2020 RMK 
800
MSRP 
$14,722

2019 Switchback 
Pro S 600
MSRP $12,597
$10,294 Our Price

2019 Switchback 
XCR 600
MSRP $12,799
$9,497 Our Price

2020 SKS 
800 146
MSRP 
$14,421
2019 Indy 
800
MSRP $12,499
$9,774 Our Price

SAVE 
UP TO 

$1,000 
on 2019 models

Polaris recommends that all riders take a safety training course. Do not attempt maneuvers beyond your capability. 
Always wear a helmet and other safety apparel. Never drink and ride. 

5301 N. US Hwy. 27, St. Johns 
989-224-8874

us27motorsports.com

2020 MXZ 
Sport
$8,499
2020 Summit 
Sp, 850cc 146
$13,499
2020 Renegade 
Adrenaline 850cc
$13,199
2020 Backcountry 
600R
$12,199

2019 MXZ 
Blizzard 600
MSRP $12,299
$9,773 Our Price

2020 MXZ 
TNT 850
$12,849
2020 Backcountry 
850
$13,699
2020 Renegade 
Enduro 850
$14,799 

SAVE UP TO $1,400 on 
Remaining 2019 models

SAVE 
$2,500

Plus Doc. Tax, Freight, Registration. See dealer for details.
®TM and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier recreational Products Inc. or its affiliates.
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WITH RATES AS LOW AS 1.99% APR*
to buy A NEW CAR!

'�s the Season 

Qualifying borrowers can purchase a new or used vehicle, 2015 model 
year and newer, for the low rate of 2.24% APR* for terms up to 
60 months! Lower your rate to 1.99% APR* when you also open a 
Dort Federal checking account and sign up for direct deposit  
and elect auto pay! 

Members who currently have direct deposit into a  
Dort Federal checking account and elect  
auto pay also qualify for the 1.99% APR.*

Hurry limited time o�er!  
Apply on or before December 31, 2019  
and loan must close by January 17, 2020.

* Annual Percentage Rate (APR) and terms may vary 
depending upon credit qualifications, age of collateral, 
and Direct Deposit with AutoPay set up from a Dort 
Federal Credit Union checking account. Approximate 
monthly payment would be $17.53 per $1,000 borrowed 
at 1.99% APR for 60 months or $17.64 per $1,000 
borrowed at 2.24% APR for 60 months.

D O R T O N L I N E . O R G   |   8 0 0 . 5 2 1 . 3 7 9 6119 N. Washington St. • Owosso • 725-8450
Hours: Mon-Thur 9:30-6 • Fri 9:30-8 • Sat 9:30-5 • Sun 12-4

www.normhenryshoes.com

989-723-8927
sobakshomemedical.com

• Gift Certifi cates Available 
• Financing Available

Black Friday 

Now Thru
Nov. 30th

Owosso Store Only
Save Hundreds of $$$ on 

Orion with Twilight PR-405

HOME MEDICAL

Home Medical Inc.

www.goldentech.com/lift-chairs/signature-series/orion-with-twilight/

$1,199
Normal Retail $1,799

Standard
Chair

$1,499
Normal Retail $2,299

With Brisa 
Material
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www.sigautogroup.com 1960 E. Main, Owosso

Good Until 11-30-19 
$3,000 min. trade must 
drive and run 2006 or 
newer, no salvage title/
lease payments are 
plus tax 10,500 mpy 
See dealer for details. 
Prices plus tax, title.

989-725-2888 
or 

800-364-2868

“I’ve checked 
them twice, 

great savings 
for all and to all 
a good night”

45,000 FREE FORD PASS REWARD POINTS
Ford Pass Rewards on all new car lease or purchases/free maintenance and more!

LEASE OFFER

2019 FORD EDGE

LEASE OFFER

2019 FORD F-150 XLT

LEASE OFFER

2020 FORD EXPLORER

LEASE OFFER

2020 FORD FUSION

LEASE OFFER

2019 FORD FLEX

RETAIL OFFER

2019 FORD F-150

LEASE OFFER

2019 FORD EXPEDITION

LEASE OFFER

2019 FORD ESCAPE

SEL, AWDReturning Ford Lessees

$159/mo.
for 24 mos.
Ford Credit Red 
Carpet Lease
$4,122 
Cash Due 
at Signing 

SuperCrewReturning F-150 Lessees

$139/mo.
for 24 mos.
Ford Credit Red 
Carpet Lease
$4,259 
Cash Due 
at Signing 

XLT, 4X4Trade-In Customers & Current Lessees

$289/mo.
for 24 mos.
Ford Credit Red 
Carpet Lease
$3,489 
Cash Due 
at Signing 

SEReturning Ford Lessees

$139/mo.
for 24 mos.
Ford Credit Red 
Carpet Lease
$2,709 
Cash Due 
at Signing 

SEL, FWDReturning Ford Lessees

$179/mo.
for 24 mos.
Ford Credit Red 
Carpet Lease
$3,277 
Cash Due 
at Signing 

XLT, 4X4Returning Ford Lessees

$459/mo.
for 24 mos.
Ford Credit Red 
Carpet Lease
$3,869 
Cash Due 
at Signing 

/mo.
SE, 4WDReturning Escape Lessees

$159/mo.
for 24 mos.
Ford Credit Red 
Carpet Lease
$2,679 
Cash Due 
at Signing 

XLT, 302A

0% APR
for 60 mos.
Ford Credit 
Financing +
$2,250 
Bonus Cash +
$1,750 Ford Credit Bonus Cash

9/mo.
.
d 

/mo. 9/mo.

9/mo.
.
d 

,

APR
.

d Credit Bonus Cash

4x4

Destination 
Curwood 

Castle
submitted/written 
by Denice Grace, 
Head Docent at 
Curwood Castle

   They say every author has 
a story and that was defi-
nitely true of James Oliver 
Curwood. People used to 
ask him where he got his in-
spiration from. A lot of his 
stories were based on his 
own adventures that he had 
lived himself or from stories 
that he heard about others. 

He took extensive notes wherever he went. He knew a good author also had to also be 
a good listener and observer. Yes, every author has a story but I quickly found out that 
every one of our visitors has a story too and if you are willing to listen to them then they 
will share their story with you. So in the tradition of Curwood I love to get our visitor’s 
stories. Here are a few from this past year that have touched me the most. 
   One day I was sitting at my desk when a family of three adults and a young boy came in 
from Poland. The older lady of the group was the father’s aunt who had recently moved 
to Lansing. Her nephew, his wife, and son had come to America to visit her. One night 
at her house the name James Oliver Curwood came up in conversation. She told them 
that Curwood was from Owosso and his writing studio was only about a 40-minute drive 
away. So the next day they all came over to the Castle. We visited for quite a while when 
the father went back to his car to grab something. He returned with a Polish version of 
one of Mr. Curwood’s books. He had brought it with him from Poland because he was 
reading it to his son as a bedtime story. It was the same book that his father had read to 
him when he was a boy. Reading Curwood stories out loud were a tradition in his family.
About a year ago I had another family from Poland. They had won the Polish lot-
tery which had afforded them the chance to move to America. They had settled in 

Continued on Page 23

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
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Morrice
Barbershop

Jessica Rogers
morricebarbershop.com

Walk-Ins Welcome
Hours: Tue., Wed., Fri. 8am-5pm

Thurs.10am-7pm, Sat. 8am-12pm
306 Main St. • Downtown Morrice

517-625-5629

❄ ❄

❄ ❄

Auto-Glass Wrecker Service 
Your COMPLETE Auto Body Shop

 1788 W. Lansing Rd.
Perry

517-625-6340

Free Courtesy Cars
Free Estimates

Take A Drive Through Our Morrice 
Meadows Neighborhood & Enjoy 

Our Holiday Light Display!

335 E. 3rd St., Morrice
517-625-4840

Holiday Wish List 
Letters to the Editor 

from Area Nonprofits
‘Twas the month before Christmas, when out at DeVries
Supplies had run low; we were feeling the squeeze. 
Our stockings are hung by the chimney with care,
But we’re afraid no gifts will be there!
Will some kind soul donate the items we need
Such as food for our barn cat, craft sticks, and bird seed?
Mason jars in size “quart” or “pint”
Would go well with acrylic craft paint.
Canning supplies, a dehydrator for food,
Disinfectant wipes would also be good.
If the choices seem too hard,
Consider a Fairview Pet Center gift card.
Then we will exclaim in thanks and delight—
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night!”

Submitted by Jessica Hickey
DeVries Nature Conservancy

Independent Editor,
   As a part of #raiseUpshiawasee and the global #Giving 
Tuesday movement, the Shiawassee Arts Center partic-
ipated with 18 local area nonprofits for the Find Your 
Nonprofit SoulMate event on Tuesday, November 19 at 
the Owosso Armory. This event, in its second year, en-
courages individuals to identify the charitable organi-
zation(s) that might be the perfect match for their vol-
unteer time, talent and passions. Giving Tuesday will be 
Tuesday, Dec. 3.*
   The Shiawassee Arts Center is looking for caring and 
creative volunteers to assist with our SMARTS program 
(above photo). Whether it’s instructing or assisting the ac-
tual classes, helping to prepare the materials for the vari-
ous art projects or even just straightening up the art room, 
your time is valuable to us.
    As the population of seniors in our community grows, 
the Shiawassee Arts Center has had great success with our 
Shiawassee Mobile ART for Seniors (SMARTS I & II) 
programs since its inception in October of 2017. Seniors 
enjoy learning new skills or practicing old ones while 
making friends who have similar interests. Not only is it 
enjoyable, but extensive research has shown the positive 
effects of art on seniors, including better mental health 
leading to less doctor visits and more overall involvement 
in activities.  
   Please consider finding out more about this wonder-
ful, rewarding way to help our seniors. To learn more 
about our volunteer opportunities please call us at 
(989) 723-8354.  

The Shiawassee Arts Center
*The global #GivingTuesday movement – a way for people 
around the world to make an impact in their communities 
through giving and volunteering. The Giving Tuesday cam-
paign for Shiawassee County is called #raiseUPshiawas-
see. It includes the Soulmate event discussed above, as well 
as activities throughout the community on #GivingTuesday 
itself, which is on Tuesday, Dec. 3.

(Courtesy Photo)

Holiday Hosting 
in Small Spaces 

   Gatherings of family and friends are a 
big part of the holiday season. Hosting 
such gatherings can be a great way to 
show loved ones how much you appre-
ciate them, and hosting also saves hosts 
the trouble of traveling during one of the 
most hectic travel seasons of the year.
   When hosting a large crowd at home, 
space can be a difficult hurdle to clear. 
However, a few helpful strategies can help 
space-starved hosts pull off a holiday soi-
ree where everyone is comfortable.
• Pare down the menu. Holiday feasts 
don’t have to resemble medieval ban-
quets with excessive amounts of food and 
drink. Hosts with small kitchens and tiny 
dining quarters can pare down the menu, 
limiting offerings to just a single entree 

and a few simple side dishes, so everyone 
feels comfortable at the table and has am-
ple room to eat. A small menu also gives 
hosts more time to spend with their loved 
ones during the festivities.
• Don’t overdo it on drinks, either. When 
planning the drinks menu, avoid offering 
cocktails, which take time to prepare and 
often require guests to visit the kitchen 
for refrigerated ingredients. Limit drinks 
to wine, beer, water, and soft drinks, stor-
ing cold beverages in a cooler kept outside 
on a front or back porch or in an area out-
side the kitchen so cooks can work with-
out interruption.
• Move some furniture. If your main liv-
ing space is small, consider moving some 
bulky furniture into a bedroom or office 
where guests won’t be spending time. 
Then make better use of the open living 
space by placing folding chairs or other 
accommodations to ensure there’s ample 

seating for everyone. A single recliner 
can only be enjoyed by one person, but re-
moving it from a room may create enough 
space for as many as three folding chairs.
• Go small on decorations. If you know 
you’ll be hosting in advance of the holi-
day season, decorate with guests in mind. 
That might mean skipping a six-foot 
Christmas tree in favor of one that takes 
up less space. Avoid leaving any fragile 
decorations out, as adults or overexcited 
kids may knock them over as they try to 
navigate a cramped space.
   Holiday hosting can be fun, even in 
small spaces. A few simple tricks can 
make even the smallest spaces accommo-
dating. HL19A275

“I like the idea of putting your 
Christmas wish list up and 

letting people share it.”
~ Bill Gates

Welcome to ...   

     Morrice
Holiday Activities at 

the Morrice CDL
   • A Lotion Bars & Bath Fizzy Workshop will begin 
at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 4. Participants will have 
fun learning how to make a lotion bar and bath fizzy, 

both of which can be taken home or even used as a gift.
• A Wreath Making Workshop will be at 6 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Dec. 11 at the Morrice Senior 

Center, located at 101 W. Mason St. in Morrice. 
Pre-registration is required and the cost is $10 
per person. Payment is due upon registration.

• Story Time with Mrs. Claus will be at 8:30 a.m. 
on Thursday, Dec. 12. Youngsters are invited to 

come and listen to Christmas stories read by Mrs. 
Claus. Santa is busy at the North Pole, but Mrs. 

Claus will deliver the wishes of good little boys and 
girls. Call the Morrice branch to pre-register.

(517) 625-7911
Watch for more in upcoming issues of the Independent

Happy 
Holidays!

We look 
forward to 
seeing you!
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Promoting health, wellness and recovery

formerly Shiawassee County Community Mental Health

989-723-6791 1-800-622-4514 (TTY) 

www.shiabewell.org
Services and Crisis Intervention 24/7

DJ ROOT 
RECYCLING CENTER

ACCEPTING PAPER!!!
Newspaper, phone books, text books, receipts, magazines

(Not Accepting- plastic, metal, glass, styrofoam, etc.)

Drop Off Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 8a-3p  (West end of building)

1555 Industrial Drive, Owosso
989-723-0843

A vocational rehabilitation program preparing individuals for 
future employment in competitive community settings.

SHREDDING SERVICES:
Public Drop Off and Business Site Pick Up 

Documents are secured and shredded or destroyed

PAPER RECYCLING SERVICES: 
Public Drop Off and Business Site Pick Up 

Office paper and cardboard is accepted & picked up. 
Newspaper drop off at VG’s recycling trailer at 

1341 North M-52, Owosso

Visit us at www.shiabewell.org for complete, acceptable recycling products

Bacon and Cheddar Dip
1 oz. ranch party dip
1 pint of sour cream
1/4 cup of bacon bits
1 cup of cheddar cheese, shredded

Mix together and chill. Serve with crack-
ers or veggies

Submitted by Cathy Baumgardner, 
Owosso

Recipes

Easy Creamy 
Cheesecake
8 oz. cream cheese, softened
1/3 cup of sugar
8 oz. Cool Whip, thawed
1 graham cracker or chocolate pie crust

Mix cream cheese, sugar and cool whip. 
Pour into pie crust. Refrigerate 3 hours or 
overnight. When ready to serve, top with 
favorite fruit pie filling.
Dollop of whip cream tops it off. 

Submitted by Cathy Baumgardner, 
Owosso

Help make Your Poinsettias Last Longer 
• Start with healthy plants that have full leaves, bracts and deep colors.
• Poinsettias do best when the temperature is between 65 and 75 degrees F. Temperatures below 
that or drafts from cold windows can cause leaves to drop.
• Position the plant in a room that gets indirect sunlight for at least six hours per day. If direct sun-
light can’t be avoided, diffuse the light with a sheer curtain.
• Poinsettias need well-drained soil. Overwatering or allowing roots to sit in wet soil can cause the 
leaves to fall off prematurely. Water thoroughly only when the pot looks dry. In households with 
temperatures around 70 degrees F, the plant should be watered about once a week.
• Fertilize the plant after the blooming season with a balanced, all-purpose fertilizer.
• Try placing poinsettias in or near a bathroom, as they prefer high humidity.

  It may be possible to get poinsettias to rebloom next season. Allow the poinsettias to dry out a 
little more in the spring. In May, cut about four inches from each stem to produce a lush, full plant 
during the winter.

Yummy Chicken Nachos
3 boneless, skinless chicken breasts
1 lb. shredded cheese
1 can black beans
1 bag of tortilla chips
10 oz. sour cream
2 cups guacamole
2 freshly diced jalapenos
2 cups shredded lettuce
1 diced tomato
1/4 onion, diced
2 cups salsa 
1 lg. cookie sheet

   Preheat oven to 350º. Grill chicken with 
cumin, onions, peppers and garlic. Place 
chips on cookie sheet, 1 layer cover with 
cheese and add second layer of chips. Place 
more cheese. Spread even layer of black 
beans onto chips add more cheese. Place 
sliced chicken breasts spread evenly over 
pan of nachos. Place in oven until melted 
about 5-10 minutes. Dice onions, peppers, 
and shred lettuce. 
   Remove from oven and garnish with 
lettuce, peppers, onions, jalapenos, salsa, 
sour cream and guacamole.

Unknown

Recipes

The Best Ever
Potato and Bacon Soup
8 slices bacon, chopped
1 cup onion, chopped
2 1/2 cups potatoes, cubed
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 cup sour cream
2 cup milk
salt and pepper (to taste)

   Fry bacon until crisp. Add onion and sau-
te 2 to 3 minutes. Drain. Cook potatoes in 
1-cup water for 10 to 15 minutes. Stir in 
soup, sour cream, bacon and onions. Add 
milk gradually, stirring constantly. Add salt 
and pepper to taste. Heat to serving tem-
perature. Do not boil.

Unknown

““The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be 
seen or even touched. They must be felt with the heart,”

~ Helen Keller
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Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

989.729.6060
www.oliverwoodsretirementvillage.com

Destination 
Curwood Castle
Continued from Page 20

Okemos and started a new life here. I told them about a rare 
Polish Curwood book that I was looking for. The mother 
offered to see if her mother back in Poland could find the 
book for me. I wrote down the title of the book and won-
dered if I would ever see them again. About a month later, 
they showed up with the exact book I was looking for. The 
mother had scoured Poland looking for it and had found it. 
They wouldn’t let me pay for it. A couple of months ago 
they showed up at the castle again and this time they had 
the Polish lady with them so I got to thank her in person. 
   One visitor whose story I will never forget is Daniel. As 
we got talking he told me that he had been born in South 
Korea and had been adopted by an American family. At the 
age or 2 or 3 his mother had turned him out of the house because she couldn’t afford to 
feed him. Somehow he found himself on a train and hid underneath one of the seats. A 
lady sat down in the seat he was hiding under and placed a basket of food on the floor 
near him. Not being able to help himself, he grabbed a sandwich out of the basket. After 
he had finished it he reached for another one. Only this time something grabbed him.    
   A priest pulled him out from under the seat and when the train stopped, dropped him 
off at an orphanage. There he was given only as much food as was needed to stay alive. 
One day he found out that he was going to be adopted. At first he didn’t believe it until 
the next morning when he was given a plate of eggs to help fatten him up. He told me 
his American family named him Daniel because he didn’t know his birth name and he 
doesn’t know when his actual birthday is.  
   These stories are from just a few of the people who come through the castle. Working 
here I have met people from all over the world. You never know who is going to come 
through the castle door next and what their story may be.   

   Curwood Castle is located at 224 Curwood Castle Dr., Owosso. For more information, 
please visit www.owossohistory.org or call (989) 723-2155. Visitors from around the 
world regularly travel to Owosso to enjoy this museum – a testament to the popularity 
of James Oliver Curwood and his creative works. Be sure to stop in during the holiday 
season and wish Denice the best!

(Independent Photo/
Karen Mead-Elford)

Holiday Wish List Letters to the Editor 
from Area Nonprofits

Independent Editor,
   The mission statement of Respite Volunteers of Shiawassee is: A gift of time and caring 
support to adults with persistent health needs, and their families. The program serves 
adults with health challenges throughout the county, providing a specific volunteer to 
help persons and their caregiving families each week for usually 1.5 to 3 hours a week. 
Volunteers provide primarily friendly visiting for the person, and respite for the family 
caregivers. Many family caregivers use this opportunity to do weekly grocery shopping, 
do errands, go to their own physician appointments, do yard work, or just have lunch out 
with a friend. Whether a volunteer helps in the office, visits an elderly neighbor, helps a 
24/7 family caregiver so they can get their grocery shopping done, or shovels snow at the 
office, all of these volunteer hours are helping the program provide more services, and 
conserve on costs. 
   The connections that our volunteers make with the families they serve, is integral to the 
success and perpetuation of our program. We all have the capacity to give a few hours 
of time a week and make a real and lasting difference. Additional volunteers are need-
ed throughout the county, and the next Volunteer Workshop is planned for Wednesday, 
Dec. 4 from 9 a.m. until noon at the Respite Volunteer office.  
   To receive services, volunteer, or donate call (989) 725-1127. The website is 
www.respitevolunteers.org. Persons can also stop by the office in Owosso, just east of 
Memorial Healthcare hospital, 710 W. King Street.

Respite Volunteers of Shiawassee

Independent Editor,
   If you choose to donate during the holiday season, consider donating to SafeCenter. 
SafeCenter provides emergency shelter, counseling services and more to survivors of 
domestic and sexual violence in both Shiawassee and Clinton Counties. It’s a sobering 
reality to know one in four women will experience domestic violence and one in three 
women and one in six men will experience some form of sexual violence in their lifetime. 
We’re available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year to support these survivors and their fam-
ilies. We provide resources, education and supports needed to assist survivors in making 
decisions that are right for them and their families.
    Some of our common donation needs include personal care items, cleaning supplies, 
trash bags, toilet paper and paper towels. In addition, some specialty items SafeCenter 
would appreciate include 18-gallon plastic totes, laundry baskets, laundry soap and chil-
dren’s outdoor winter clothing. Any donation to SafeCenter is appreciated! Your support 
allows us to continue the important work of supporting survivors in their healing journey.

Stephanie Molnar, LMSW
Program Director & Clinical Supervisor
Shiawassee and Clinton County SafeCenter

Independent Editor,
Shiawassee Family YMCA Wish List
   As part of our Giving Tuesday campaign, the Shiawassee Family YMCA is fundraising 
to cover costs associated with transforming our first-floor restrooms into ADA compliant 
family locker rooms. Stop by the Y or donate online at shiawasseeymca.org to help spon-
sor items for the new locker rooms!

Shiawassee Family YMCA

Amazing Fall Turkeys
1 family size pkg. of Oreos (44 cookies)
8 oz. pkg. cream cheese, softened
waxed paper
skewers
12 oz. brown candy melts
Pretzel sticks
Whoppers

   Start by blending Oreos in food proces-
sor until fine. Beat Oreo crumbs and cream 
cheese until smooth. Roll into 1 inch 
balls. Place on baking sheet covered with 
waxed paper.

   Chill for one hour or until firm. 
   Once done chilling, place candy melts in 
microwave, stirring every 30 seconds until 
smooth.
   Break pretzel sticks in half. Stick Oreo 
ball into skewer and dip in candy melt. Tap 
off extra mixture. Use fork to slide back 
into waxed paper. Stick pretzels on the 
back of the truffles like a turkey.
   Get a whopper for each one and put it on 
the front of the truffles.

Submitted by 
Hailey Jean Burgett, 
Age 9

Recipe
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YOUR HOMETOWN PLOW EXPERTS!
Draw-Tite Hitches, 

Meyer Plows, 
Wiring, Repair, 
Truck & Car 
Accessories

710 S. CHIPMAN ST., OWOSSO
PH 989-725-9977

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5, 
Sat. By Appointment

         THE ANNUAL OWOSSO TREE LIGHTING 
CEREMONY took place in the Main Street Plaza af-
ter the Glow Parade in November 2018. John Hankerd, 
owner of Hankerd Sportswear, took a few minutes to 
express his enthusiasm for all of the evening events and 
upcoming activities, as well.  
   Hankerd also offered his gratitude to the supporting 
merchants and also to the volunteers who assisted him in decorating downtown 
Owosso for the holidays.
   Pastor Deb Grazier from the First Congregational Church UCC offered an uplift-
ing community prayer. Owosso Mayor Chris Eveleth then introduced Santa Claus 
to the hundreds in attendance, just in time for the lighting of the 37-foot Christ-
mas tree. The tree is named in honor of the late Joe Merkel, who had previously 
owned Jumbo’s.
   After the tree lighting ceremony, Santa perched on a throne and greeted a long 
line of excited children while parents took keepsake photos. Horse-drawn carriage 
rides were also available at the corner of Exchange and Washington streets, allowing 
visitors to further enjoy the Christmas lights.

    THE 2018 GLOW OWOSSO PARADE stepped off from Fayette Square last No-
vember and went south down Washington Street in downtown Owosso. The parade 
included over 20 entries. 

(Independent File Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)

Owosso Welcomes You!

2019 Glow Owosso
The 11th Annual Glow Owosso Event!

Friday, Nov. 29 in Downtown Owosso
Visit with Santa • Horse and Carriage Rides

Shopping • More!

H 5K Glow Run/Walk H
5:30 p.m.

The parade will start at Fayette Square.
Cash prizes will be awarded to winning parade entries!

Join in all the fun!

H Glow Owosso Parade H
6:45 p.m.

H Tree Lighting Ceremony H
7:30 p.m.

Directly following the Glow Parade in the Main Street Plaza

HESLIP’S 
AUTO REPAIR
Jim Heslip, Owner • Certifi ed Technicians

Brakes • Maintenance • AC
Suspension • Exhaust • Alignment
1107 E. Main St., Owosso

989-723-AUTO  989-723-2886

Be Sure to 
Visit These 
Supporting 
Merchants 

Soon!
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AGGRESSIVE TRIAL ATTORNEY
• Social Security Disability 
• Workers Compensation

• Auto Accidents • All Injury Claims
SPECIALIZING IN PERSONAL INJURY
FREE CONSULTATION
No Fee Unless You Collect

LAW OFFICE OF

Patrick Marutiak
1028 E. Main, Owosso 989-725-8118

30 Years 
Trial 

Experience

Offering Comprehensive Eye Care services including: 
• Eye Exams
• Glaucoma & Diabetic Care
• Treatment of Eye Emergency
• Consultation For Lasik Eye Surgery
• Comanagement for Cataract Surgery

123 S. Shiawassee St., Owosso 
989-725-8422

25%
Springrove Variety

200 N. Washington St., Owosso • 989-725-8355
Mon.-Sat. 9-8 • Sun. 11-5

DISCOUNT on All 
Items in the Store!*

*Excludes Weekly Special. Must present coupon. 
Rewards Card may be redeemed - but no punches given for the day.

Customer Appreciation
FRIDAY, NOV. 29

Come in Between 
7am to 9am and Receive an 

Extra 5% Off

Light Luncheon 
Available

Holiday Cookie 
Walk & Bazaar
Sat., Dec. 14, 10am-1:30pm
First Congregational Church UCC 

327 N. Washington St.

Large Variety of Christmas Cookies,
 Candies & Baked Goods, 

Handmade Gifts, Attic Treasures
 & Large Door Prize

Owosso
Guitar
LESSONS - Guitar, 
Bass, Ukuele & Vocal
SALES - SERVICE
109 N. Ball, Owosso   989-627-9767

MENTION AD 
for lesson 
special!

Owosso Welcomes You!
H Small Business H 

Saturday
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 30

Shop local and support small businesses 
in downtown Owosso!

H Ugly Sweater H
Saturday

9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7
Wear your ugly sweater and visit downtown Owosso!

Will include horse and carriage rides.

H Christmas H
on Main

10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 14
Full day of Christmas spirit in downtown Owosso!

The event will include games and activities 
for kids of all ages, ice skating in the 

Main Street Plaza and horse and carriage rides!
Bring the little ones to visit with Santa!

H NYE H
Block Party 2019/20
The annual New Year’s Eve Block Party 
will begin at 10 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 31

Join everyone in downtown Owosso for the 
annual New Year’s Eve Ball Drop!

Ice Cream Cone Christmas Tree
Project at SDL

The Shiawassee District Library is hosting an Ice Cream 
Come Christmas Tree Project in the Owosso Children’s 

Department from 1 to 3 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 14.
Come and decorate an ice cream cone with 

frosting and candy. All supplies are donated by
Adiska Family Dental.

   THE SHIAWASSEE ARTS CENTER (SAC), located within Curwood Castle Park 
in Owosso, is always a festive location to visit. Outdoor decorating was provided by 
Sunburst Gardens.
   More on SAC is provided on page 11.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

Make and Take 
Christmas 

Crafts 
at SDL

The Shiawassee District 
Library is hosting a Make 
and Take Christmas Craft 

event in the Owosso 
Children’s Department 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Saturday, Dec. 21.
Come and make some 

Christmas crafts 
to take home!

   CURWOOD CASTLE 
is always decked out for 
Christmas so be sure to 
check out all of the dec-
orations and enjoy the 
ambiance of this local 
museum.

(Independent Photos/
Karen Mead-Elford)



   TOYS FOR TOTS Shiawassee County coordinator 
Gerry Alcorn (left) and his team of faithful volunteers 
from Harold R. Cooley Detachment 841 in Owosso took 
their annual shopping trip to the Owosso-area Meijer 
last December to load up on inventory for the coun-
ty’s Toys for Tots Toy Store, which was located at the 
Corunna Community Center in McCurdy Park.
   After arriving at Meijer on Tuesday morning, the 
group of Marines immediately made a plan. With tar-
geted age groups assigned, the shoppers proceeded to 
fill six carts with items that included personal care/hy-
giene essentials, styling tools, video games and sporting/
outdoor equipment, among many others.
   The group walked out an hour later having spent 
nearly $3,600, with the help of a $2,000 donation from 
Meijer and a significant contribution from American 
Legion Post 248 in Laingsburg. The Marines then com-
pleted the mission by transporting the two truckloads 
of Christmas gifts to the toy store, where more vol-
unteers were waiting to help unload and organize the 
new inventory.
      Alcorn can be seen checking out at Meijer, while his 
team of volunteers waits in line. The shoppers – Odell 
“Radar” Rogers, Bill Domby, Bill Brooks, and Ron and 
Nancy Anderson (not pictured) – are all members of 
Harold R. Cooley Detachment 841 of the Marine Corps 
League and all are experienced Toys for Tots shoppers.

(Independent File Photo/Graham Sturgeon)

Toys for Tots: 
Shiawassee County’s 

Christmas Magic Makers
by Graham Sturgeon, co-editor

   A small group of volunteers has been hard at work this 
fall organizing this year’s Toys for Tots toy collection and 
ensuring that all the children of Shiawassee County get to 
enjoy the wonders of the holiday season. Under the direc-
tion of Gerald Alcorn, in his 14th year as the U.S. Marine 

Corps’ Toys for Tots coordinator for Shiawassee County, 
this team of selfless Toys for Tots volunteer organizers look 
forward to providing Christmas presents to hundreds of 
children throughout the county.
   And while their annual efforts have been nothing short of 
heroic, Shiawassee County’s Toys for Tots team continues 
to build upon what they have established. By holding the 
Toys for Tots Toy Store in the Corunna Community Center 
in McCurdy Park last year, Alcorn and his team were able 
to partner with additional local organizations to provide 
more community resources to their shoppers, many of 
whom lack the wherewithal to seek out help on their own. 
Angel’s Hands Outreach and GST Michigan Works! set up 
tables in the Corunna Community Center last year to offer 
services, and Alcorn is happy to announce that a number 
of other community service organizations have expressed 
interest in working with Toys for Tots in a similar capacity 
this year.
   Alcorn may be the leader of the county’s Toys for Tots 
effort, but the success of the program in Shiawassee County 
is made possible due to the continued support of Harold 
R. Cooley Detachment 841 of the Marine Corps League, 
based in Owosso. Throughout the years, these veterans 
have logged countless hours placing toy collection boxes 
throughout the county and later collecting and delivering 
the toys to the county’s Toys for Tots Toy Store, despite 
challenges posed by inclement weather and health concerns 
of some of the detachment’s members.
   Lance Gilmore and Christial Sierra, of Angel’s Hands 
Outreach in Owosso, have also become an integral part 
of the team. As Alcorn’s two top lieutenants, Gilmore and 
Sierra have taken on a portion of the logistical work nec-
essary to ensure the program’s success, such as helping to 
organize drop-off locations, coordinate volunteer efforts 
and establish additional community partners. Additionally, 
the tech-savvy Gilmore has expanded Toys for Tots’ online 
presence and Sierra, as a member of the county’s nonprofit 
community, has been able to help secure partnerships with 
additional community ser-
vice organizations.
   As Toys for Tots contin-
ues to grow in Shiawassee 
County, the team has 
worked to find the perfect 
home for the Toys for Tots 
Toy Store. The Corunna 
Community Center, the 
location of the toy store in 
2018, provided handicap 
accessibility for the grow-
ing number of grandpar-
ents who serve as caregiv-
ers in Shiawassee County. 
This year, the toy store has 
moved just down the road 
to the Shiawassee County 
Readiness Center National 

Guard/MP facility, which is located at 675 W. Corunna 
Ave. in Corunna. Not only is the building handicap acces-
sible, but it also provides ample storage for toys and is cen-
trally located in the county.
   Toys for Tots of Shiawassee County has always prided it-
self on reaching “every burg in Shiawassee County,” but the 
team of organizers made it easier this year for families in 
need to access their services by holding sign-ups through-
out the county, rather than at one centrally located location.
   A complete list of the community service organizations 
that are partnering with Toys for Tots in 2019 and will have 
a presence in the toy store will be released shortly. For more 
information about Toys for Tots in Shiawassee County, or 
to volunteer, send an email to info@t4ts.org. Additional in-
formation can also be found by searching for “Toys for Tots 
Shiawassee County” on social media.
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WHO IS THRIVENT?

Thrivent.com • 800-847-4836

Contact me today to 
discover how I can help you 

be wise with money.

Thrivent is a  
membership organization 

of Christians.

We help members  
be wise with  

money …

And live 
generously.

The result is stronger 
members, families and 

communities. 

Aaron Klawuhn, Financial Associate
989-627-4715
aaron.klawuhn@thrivent.com
connect.thrivent.com/aaron-klawuhn
Facebook.com/aaron.klawuhn.thrivent

BIG MONEY 

P.O. Box 63 • 989-723-7377
Handicap Accessible

NEW LOCATION

Shiawassee 

Conservation Club

4247 N. M-52, Owosso

• Progressive Jackpot
• Larger Payouts
Friday 6pm
Sunday 4pm

St. Joseph Church Christmas
KOLACHE SALE 
NOW TAKING ORDERS
Homemade kolache – a light, buttery 
pastry fi lled with walnut fi lling (only).  

Place your order by calling the parish offi  ce at (989) 725-5215.  
MUST ORDER BY December 6. 

Orders will be ready for pickup on 
Thursday, December 12 - from 1-4:30pm & 

Friday, December 13 - from 8:30am-12:00pm and 12:30-4:30pm

$8.00 per 
dozen

At the St. Joseph Parish offi  ce 915 E. Oliver St., Owosso, MI

Toys for Tots
Drop Off List

BANCROFT
Windmill Point

BYRON
Byron High School 
Byron Masonic Lodge
Dollar General

CHESANING/OAKLEY
Chesaning Family    
   Medicine
Dollar General
Indian’s Café
D’s Party Store

CORUNNA
Applebees Bar & Grill
City of Corunna

Community District 
   Library
Corunna Dollar General
Corunna High School
Corunna Middle School
Corunna Police
Corunna Public Schools
Culver’s
Dowen Deluxe Barber Shop
Elsa Meyer Elementary
Family Farm & Home
Corunna Public Schools 
   - Children’s Services
Dr. Stephen Hoke DDS
Juddville United 
   Methodist Church
Lafcu
McNeil St. Market
Rivals
Riverbend Bowl
PFCU Credit Union

Continued on Page 28
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Storewide     

     Sale 
           at

FRIDAY
November 29

Early Bird! 7-9am

20% Off*!

9am-7pm

10% Off*!

Black Friday 
SPECIAL

25% Off
All Reg. Priced

Wrangler!

SATURDAY
November 30

Early Bird! 8-10am

20% Off*!

10am-5:30pm

10% Off*!

Super Saturday 
SPECIAL

25% Off
All Reg. Priced
Ariat Products!

SUNDAY
December 1

Noon-4pm

10% Off*!

Sunday 
SPECIAL

25% Off
All Reg. Priced

Twisted X Shoes 
& Boots!

Watch our 
Facebook page for...

Daily 
Doorbusters!

*Excludes saddles, Royal Wire, 
supplements, dewormers, consignments 

& special orders.

FIRST 20 CUSTOMERS 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

GET A FREE.... 
GOODIE BAG!

Shop online: www.thewirehorse.com
12500 Corunna Rd., Lennon • 810-621-5300

Email: thewirehorse@aol.com
Hours: Mon-Thurs. & Sat. 9:30-5:30, 

Fri. 9:30-7, Sunday Noon-4 
(Sundays Dec. 1 through Christmas)

Don’t Miss 
Black Friday 
Weekend at The Wire Horse!

Check out our 
Great Selection of 
NEW Wire Horse
Winter Blankets!

Great 
styles 

& colors 
in lots of 

sizes

CANNED FOOD 
DRIVE

Donate 3 items and 

receive an 

Extra 5% Off an item.

(Exclusions apply)

BOWDEN 
   BODY SHOP, INC.

Did you hit 
a DEER?

Call for money saving
details on 

collision repair.

Downtown Lennon
810-621-3332

810-621-3363

Happy

Chocolate Turtle Bars
1 pkg. German chocolate cake mix
½ cup of butter, melted and cooled
1 egg

   Mix ingredients in a large bowl. Reserve 
1 cup for the top of cake. Pat into a greased 
and floured 13x9 pan. Bake at 350º for 8 
to 10 minutes or until cake starts to rise. 
Remove from oven. While hot sprinkle 

with 12 oz. semi sweet chocolate bits and 
½ cup chopped nuts. Drizzle 6 ozs of car-
amel cream sundae topping mixed with 
3 Tbsp. of flour. Crumble the remaining 
cake mixture on top of middle mixture and 
bake at 350º for  another 15 to 20 minutes 
or until the caramel starts to bubble. Don’t 
overcook. Cool and enjoy!

Submitted by Carole Spencer, Oakley

Cereal Candy is Easy
  Melt chips (choc., butterscotch, vanil-
la, etc.) with 1/4 cup of cream. Pour your 
favorite cereal (Rice Krispies, Kix, Corn 
Flakes, Bran Flakes) in large bowl.

  Stir melted chips over ingredients. Drop 
on wax paper. Refrigerate 20 minutes 
until set.

Submitted by Vivian Breining, Owosso
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GivinG a 
LittLe More 
this hoLiday 

season 
   The holiday season is a 
time of giving. The gen-
erosity on display during 
the holiday season may not 
have an official start date, 
but the first Tuesday after 
Thanksgiving Day may be 
the unofficial beginning of 
the giving season.
   The first Tuesday following 
American Thanksgiving 
has been referred to as 
“Giving Tuesday” since 
2012. The event was start-
ed by the 92nd Street Y in 
New York City, the United 
Nations Foundation and 
the technology website 
Mashable as a response 
to the commercialization 
of the holiday season and 
the rampant consumerism 
that seems to start as soon 
as the last bite of turkey 
is digested. Today, Giving 
Tuesday harnesses the gen-
erosity of millions of peo-
ple around the world and 
helps millions of dollars to 
find its way into the coffers 
of organizations that need 
it most. Giving Tuesday 
inspires people to volun-
teer or give back to causes 
that are near and dear to 
their hearts.
   Thanks to technology, 
giving has the capaci-
ty to go viral and inspire 
others to engage in their 
own charitable efforts. 
Since its inception, Giving 
Tuesday has evolved. The 
event now underscores 
how communities can har-
ness the power of people 
working together to elicit 
great change.
   Even though Giving 
Tuesday may be the cata-
lyst for charitable efforts, 
it doesn’t need to end there. 
People are urged to be 

Continued on Page 28

Chicken & Stuffing
4 chicken breasts
2 cans of cream of chicken soup or 
   cream of celery
1 pint of sour cream
2 pkgs. of Stove Top stuffing 
   (chicken flavor)

   Cook chicken until done. Cool and cut 
chicken into bite size pieces; place in 

a 9x13 pan. Mix soups and sour cream; 
pour over chicken. 
   Prepare dressing according to package 
directions. Spread over top of soup mix-
ture. Bake covered at 350º for 45 minutes. 
   Uncover and bake an additional 15 min-
utes until brown. Serves 6 to 8 people

Submitted by Maggie Gerding

Recipes

Soft Chocolate 
Chip Cookies
3 eggs
3/4 cup brown sugar
3/4 cup sugar
1 cup butter, melted
3 cups flour
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. baking powder
2 tsp. baking soda
12 oz. pkg. chocolate chips
2 cups of crunchy peanut butter
1 cup of chopped walnuts

   Cream together eggs, sugars and butter. 
Mix flour, salt, baking soda and baking 
powder and add cream to mixture.
   Stir in chips, peanut butter and nuts. Bake 
at 375º on a greased baking sheet for 10 to 
12 minutes or until golden brown.
*Dough can be rolled up in wax paper and 
frozen for another time.

Submitted by Cathy Baumgardner, Owosso

“Christmas is doing 
a little something 

extra for someone.”
~ Charles M. Schulz
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GivinG a LittLe More 
this hoLiday season
Continued from Page 27

generous all year long, including throughout the holiday 
season. Here are some seasonally specific ways to give 
back a little more.
· Pay it forward by treating someone behind you in the 
checkout line to coffee, fast food, a candy bar, or whatever 
else suits you at the time. Perhaps he or she will do the 
same and keep the generosity going.
· Keep extra dollars in your pocket and be generous to 
charities seeking donations outside of stores. A cup of cof-
fee or hot chocolate goes a long way toward warming up 
the people manning the collection pots as well.
· Adopt a family who is less fortunate and purchase some 
gifts on their wish list. Many community centers and 
churches have contacts for needy families who could use 
some support this season.
   Giving can be the focus of the holiday season, and in 
ways that are meaningful to the people on the receiving 
end of the generosity. TF19C539

how to Care for wiLd 
Birds this winter 

   The arrival of winter forces everyone to confront the 
changes synonymous with the season, and local wildlife 
is no exception. Low temperatures, harsh winter storms 
and a scarcity of food can make it challenging for wildlife, 
including birds, to thrive throughout the winter.
   Even though several species of birds are migratory and 
travel to warmer climates to wait out winter, many others 
stay put. The Audubon Society says that keeping close to 
home helps some species of birds maintain their territories.
   Some birds will puff up to retain heat; others will seek 
shelter in dense foliage or cavities to avoid the elements. 
Many birds will huddle together to share warmth.
   Another way of keeping warm is building up fat as 
an insulator and energy source. The Audubon Society 

Continued on Page 32

Toys for Tots
Drop Off List
Continued from Page 26

CORUNNA
Shiawassee County 
   Road Commission
Shiawassee Dog 
   & Gun Club
Shiawassee RESD
South 401 Restaurant
Town Tub

DURAND
AMVETS Post 2273
Bertha Neal Elementary
Blackmore Rowe Insurance
Changes Barbershop
D Railed Bar
Dollar General
Durand High School
Durand Middle School
Durand Senior 
   Care & Rehab
Graff Chevrolet
Fifth/Third Bank of Durand
Hq Funbunker
Jim’s Pizza
Lodges of Durand 
Lodges of Durand 
   - Memory Care
quality Ace Hardware
PFCU
Reed-Raymond 
   Post 2272 VFW
Robert Kerr Elementary
Shaw’s Pharmacy
State Farm 
   (Bart Harris Agency)
Teasers Hair Salon

LAINGSBURG
American Legion Post 248
Laingsburg Elementary 
   School
Laingsburg High School
Laingsburg Middle School
Laingsburg Primary Care
Laingsburg Public Library
J & H Family Store
Central Pharmacy 
   of Laingsburg
Subway of Laingsburg

LENNON
Baker Insurance Agency
Dollar General
Fringe Salon
Lennon Cafe
Lennon Community 
   District Library
Lennon United 
   Methodist Church
Pure Image Salon
Steiner Tractor Parts Inc.
TVC, Inc.
VKT’s Barbershop

MORRICE
Chemical Bank
Morrice Bar
Buck Pole

NEW LOTHROP
Arthur’s Pizzeria

State Bank
Talk of the Town Salon

OWOSSO
Advanced Drainage System
Advance Auto Parts
American Made Tattoos
Angel’s Hands Uutreach
Arbys
Argus Press
Art Van & Schneiders 
   Appliance
Ashleigh’s Dance Shack
Avenue Bar
Beck’s Black Belt Academy
Bentley Bright Beginnings
Biggby
BJ’s Fine Foods
Bob Evans 
   Restaurant #2050
Bryant Elementary School
Cartronics/Wireless Zone
Central Elementary School
Chemical Bank
City of Owosso
Daystarr
D’s Party Store
Dollar General
Eagles
Eastside Market Shell
Edward Jones - Minarik
Edward Jones - Peter Keay
Edward Jones Investments
Emerson Elementary 
   School
Fairview Pet Center
Fifth Third Bank
Fresenius Clinic
Game Stop
Gilberts Hardware & Appl.
Greg & Lous 
   Family Dining
GST Michigan Works!
Hankerd Sportswear
Hardee’s/Red Burrito
Harrands Market
House of Wheels
His and Hers 
   Hometown Oddities
H&R Block/Hemenway 
   Business Service Inc.
Independent Newsgroup
It’s a Deli Thing
J’s Tux and Bridal Boutique
J & S Firestone
Joe-Lee’s Crosswinds Café
Kings Corner Store

Bea’s Bakery
LAFCU - West
Life Water Crossfit
McDonalds of Owosso
Memorial Healthcare
Memorial Rehab
Midwest Bus Corp.
Muffler Man
New & Old Unique 
   Treasures
Oliver Woods Retirement
Owosso Fire Department
Owosso Graphic Arts
Owosso High School
Owosso Mason Lodge #81
Owosso Middle School
Owosso School Admin
Owosso School    
   Transportation
PFCU
Pinecrest Animal Hospital
Planet Fitness Owosso
Premier Waste Services
Rainbow Bar
Reeves
S & K Farm & Yard
SATA
Shiawassee Conservation 
   Association
Shiawasee District Library
Shiawassee RESD 
   Transportation/SATA
Shiawassee RESD 
Shiawassee RESD    
   Transport
Signature Ford
Sobaks Medical
Sonoco
Student Learning Center
Tim Horton’s
Tractor Supply - TSC
Walmart
Wells Fargo Advisors
Westside Market Shell
Young of Owosso
Wakeland Oil (Hometown 
   Shell at Corunna/Wash)

PERRY
Perry Memorial Rehab
Perry East Elementary
Perry High School
Perry Middle School
Signature Ford
McDonalds of Perry
Smokin Johnny 
Charlie’s
VFW/AMVETS

VERNON
Harrands Market
Village Hair Shoppe
Vernon Bar/Irish Pub

Lennon UMC 
Presents 

Christmas in 
the Village

   The Lennon United 
Methodist Church (UMC) 
will host Christmas in the 
Village at 6 p.m. on Sunday, 
Dec. 8. Entertainment 
will be provided by Glenn 
Brittain, the Swartz 
Creek Bell Choir and the 
Compagner Sisters. A taco 
bar will be available from 
5 to 6 p.m.
   The event is open to the 
public, and everyone is en-
couraged to attend to “ring 
in the Christmas season” 
with a “wonderful night of 
Christmas music.” A free 
will offering will be tak-
en during the event. The 
Lennon United Methodist 
Church is located at 1014 
Oak St. in Lennon.

Owosso Food 
Pantry to 
Re-Open

   Trinity United Methodist 
Church/Our Father’s 
Cupboard, located at 720 S. 
Shiawassee St. in Owosso, 
will re-open its food pan-
try on Wednesday, Nov. 27, 
from 5 to 6 p.m.

   OL’ SAINT NICHOLAS was pleased to greet 
(from left) Olivia and Ariana during the Shiawas-
see Arts Center holiday party for children on in 
December 2018. 

(Independent File Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
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Welcome To

RIDENOURS
AUTO REPAIR, INC.

- All General Repair -
Celebrating 31 Years of Business in Perry! 

Auto Repair Since 1988

421 S. MAIN ST.,  PERRY
(517) 625-4210

Master Technician
MON.-FRI. 7:30AM-5PM

Free Cocoa & Coffee
During Perry Christmas Fantasy

Stop in for a free 
kids activity, too!

115 S. Main St., Perry
517-697-0295

Hours: Sun-Sat 7am-3pm

✳

✳

✳

✳
✳

✳

✳

Family Owned 
      For More Than 65 Years

Sloan Septic Tank Service
6453 Williamston Rd., Perry

517-655-1632

Auto-Glass Wrecker Service 
Your COMPLETE Auto Body Shop

 1788 W. Lansing Rd.
Perry

517-625-6340

Free Courtesy Cars
Free Estimates

Corner of M-52 & Lansing Rd.

517-625-1289 psfoodmart.com

&

        Tire Sales & Service
 2740 W. Lansing Rd., Perry

517-625-4278 www.elsesserauto.com

Auto & Pet

625 Main Str
Perry, Michigan 48

989.721.9189
517.625.4524

 WASH
Weggy’s

625 MAIN ST., PERRY (M-52)
Weggyswash.com

989-721-9189  517-625-4524

517-625-1181 
3034 Lansing Rd., Perry

 Buy 2 Subs Get 1 Free
---------

  10% Off Platters Expires 12-31-19

Perry
We look forward 
to seeing you!

Calkins-MacQueen 
Museum

Holiday Hours and 
Wreath Fundraiser

The Calkins-MacQueen Museum is 
hosting a Christmas Wreath Sale beginning 

11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 30, 
then 1 to 5 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 1 and 

also 1 to 5 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7.

The museum is located at 
127 E. First St., Perry.

Perry
Christmas 

Fantasy
Santa’s Coming 

to Town!
The Perry Christmas 
Fantasy is planned for 

5:30 to 8 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 14.

The mayor’s tree lighting 
ceremony will be at 5:45 p.m. at 

the Perry Fire Department.
   (Courtesy Photo)



This Wild, Precious Life
a short story by Karen Mead-Elford

           There were six members of the Collins clan gathered around the dining table for 
a Thanksgiving feast – marking the first time in three years that everyone had been able 
to return home for the holiday. Mom, Brenda and Lil’ Ben had invested several hours in 
the kitchen, just beyond the dining area, preparing all of the traditional dishes 
one could expect for Thanksgiving; turkey, mashed potatoes, macaroni and 
cheese, stuffing, homemade rolls … seemingly every dish was accounted 
for. More significantly, every member of the family was accounted for 
and that alone was pause for celebration. The four Collins children had 
reached an age, all in their early twenty-somethings, when other ac-
tivities or work sometimes took precedence over holiday happenings.
   Flynn Collins, eldest of the Collins’ kids, found his way into the 
dining room after Dad had hollered up the stairway for him. Flynn had 
arrived home from college the evening prior, but had found himself 
caught up in a collection of poetry by Mary Oliver. The American 
poet had only passed away a few months ago, but Flynn, always the 
dreamer in the Collins clan and perpetually attracted to the arts, had 
recently found himself absorbed by her words. His “nerdy” passion for 
literature, as his sister Sam called it, was rather uncharacteristic for the group, 
since most of them were drawn to more practical interests. Flynn didn’t care. Sam 
had her opinions. He had his.
   Each Collins took their routine seating location at the table with Dad at the head, near-
est to the living room where he could sneak a peak at the football game, and Mom in front 
of the kitchen door, so she could run for any missing items.
   As always, Dad offered the prayer. It was brief and well rehearsed, having been stated 
and re-stated at every family dinner as the kids grew up, but it still had meaning and 
came from the heart. Prayer had always been central to dinnertime.
   “Before everyone begins,” Mom jumped in right after the prayer. “It is Thanksgiving 
and I still think traditions matter. I really want to hear from each of you what it is you are 
most grateful for this year.”
   “Seriously, Mom?” Brenda asked, a slight hint of sarcasm to her tone. Lil’ Ben was the 
youngest, but Brenda was the youngest girl in the family, and though she was 22-years-
old, she could easily act like a teen from time to time.
    “Brenda, just do it,” Lil’ Ben advised. “It’s been three years since we’ve all managed to 
be together for Thanksgiving. We always say what we are thankful for.”
   “Would you go first?” Mom asked of Lil’ Ben.
   He smiled, “I guess. Uh, well, I’m happy for my new job at the lumberyard. You guys 
know how much I like working with my hands and college wasn’t my thing. I like what 
I do at the lumberyard. Also, I’m happy I met my girlfriend, Jan, though she couldn’t be 
here today. You know I’m not much for words, but I can’t wait for everyone to meet Jan. 
She’s just great. You will like her. So … I have some good things to be thankful for this 
year.” Ben ended. There was an awkward pause, so Ben nudged Brenda. “It’s your turn, 
Sis. Get it going so we can eat.”
   Brenda sighed, dramatically shoving her hair back from her forehead. “Fine. Well, I 
don’t really like my job. Retail is sort of yuck, you know. Still, it’s a job and it looks like a 
marketing position might be opening up and I’m hoping I’m up for it. I guess I’m thankful 
for the opportunity. I’m also happy with my new apartment. I don’t have a view of the 
dumpsters anymore. And that is the all.”
   Sam was quick to express her gratitude. “I was just offered the assistant director posi-
tion at the office, which means better benefits and more vacation time. That’s exciting. 
I’m thinking of moving out of the condo the first of the year and looking for a little house 
to fix up. I’m already signed up for three marathons this year and my training is going 
well. Life is good.”
   “It’s your turn, now,” Dad directed Flynn. The other three Collins’ kids had spoken.
   “Would it be okay if I do mine last?” Flynn asked.
   “Tradition, Flynn. Remember?” Brenda piped in, again with a dash of sarcasm. 
   “I think that would be fine,” Mom stated. Nobody argued with the family matriarch.
   “So I will go,” Dad said. “I’m just happy for this home, this food and this family. That’s 
what I’m happy for today.”
   Every member of the Collins clan had already known exactly what Dad’s response was 
going to be. He didn’t disappoint. Simple. Straightforward. No embellishments.
   “And I’m particularly grateful to have all four of my kids finally home today,” Mom 
chimed in. “I miss having all of us together at this table. I miss having all of us together 
in this home, even though I could not be more proud of each and every single one of you 
and what you are doing with your lives. I am very blessed.”
   Flynn smiled softly, “I am thankful, too. There are endless things to be thankful for. 
Um, but I want to add something into the mix of all of this. I want to share a small portion 
of a poem I just read by Mary Oliver.”
   Brenda and Sam both half-heartedly groaned.
   “Girls, shush. Let Flynn finish,” Mom said. At least his mother had an appreciation for 
his interest in poetry – either that, or she was simply very patient.
   “Who is Mary Oliver?” Sam inquired. Always the athlete, she had zero interest in the 
arts; poetry included.

   “Mary Oliver was a famous poet. Think ‘Emily Dickinson,’ but even earthier,” ex-
plained Flynn. “I’m not an expert, really. I’ve just been inspired by her lately, so I wanted 
to share this bit … ‘I don’t know exactly what a prayer is. I do know how to pay attention, 
how to fall down into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, how to be idle and bless-
ed, how to stroll through the fields, which is what I have been doing all day. Tell me, what 
else should I have done? Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon?” Flynn paused, 
“’Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?’ These are all 

Mary Oliver’s words.”*
        “And?” asked Brenda, somewhat unimpressed.

      “So what is it each of us is going to do with this one life we have? We 
are obviously blessed, but there is more – more than jobs and girlfriends 

and apartments and marathons. Those are great things, but what else 
can each of us do? It’s a very significant question,” Flynn spoke. “There 
is so much out there to do, just to make the world a bit better.”
    Mom smiled. Reaching across the edge of the table, she gently patted 
her son’s hand. “That’s beautiful, Flynn. We each do have ‘one wild 
and precious life.’ It is critical to remember that going forward. Each 
member of this family has the ability to make changes, to help. Thank 

you, Flynn. And really, thank you to Mary Oliver, too.”
    All six member of the Collins clan sat at the table and enjoyed a 

Thanksgiving feast – marking the first time in three years that everyone 
had been able to return home for the holiday, marking the opportunity for 

reflecting on blessings. Mary Oliver’s words, shared by Flynn, played out in their 
ongoing conversation, as they enjoyed the turkey and mashed potatoes and each of the 
fantastic dishes. Brenda poked fun at the words, though just in a little-sisterly fashion. 
Dad spoke the least, peaking his head at the television from time to time to keep up on 
the football game. Sam, in her typical way, bluntly stated that poetry wasn’t “her thing,” 
but reticently admitting that she “of course, planned to make the most of her life.” Mom 
told a short tale about how she had once really enjoyed a poetry class she had taken in 
high school and recalled Mary Oliver poems from days gone by.
    Flynn listened to his family. Taking it all in, collecting the moment and all of the 
nuances and escorting the thoughts to a portion of his brain where – just maybe – he 
realized he might write a poem of his own later in the day. Just what was it he planned 
on doing with his “one wild and precious life?” To start, perhaps he’d become a writer. 
Perhaps, he’d become a poet.

*Mary Oliver passed away January 17, 2019. The excerpt discussed in the above short 
story is from her poem titled “The Summer Day.”
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Licensed & Insured ~ Free Estimates

810-343-3591

Byron Plumbing

Happy Holidays

• Water Softeners
• New Construction
• Bladder Tanks
• Drain Line Videoing 
  & Locating

• Tankless Water Heater
• Drain Cleaning
• Repair
• Residential & Commercial

Church Window 
Cookies
1 12 oz. pkg of chocolate chips
1 stick of oleo
1 cup chopped walnuts
1 pkg. small colored marshmallows
coconut

   Melt oleo in top of double broiler, add 
chocolate chips and melt until smooth. Let 
cool. Then add marshmallows and nuts. 
On wax paper sprinkle coconut. Divide 
mixture into 2 parts, form log onto coco-
nut and wrap with wax paper. Freeze. This 
recipe makes two logs.

Submitted by Carole Spencer, Oakley 

Recipes

Buffalo Chicken Dip
8 oz. cream cheese
2 cans chicken, drained
1 cup shredded Colby Jack cheese
1 cup ranch dressing
1 cup Franks Red Hot Buffalo

   Soften cream cheese in microwave for 1 
minute. Stir in cheese, ranch dressing and 
buffalo sauce, return to microwave for an 
additional minute. Add drained chicken, fold 
into mixture. Microwave 3 minutes. Ready 
to eat with tortilla chips or pita chips.

Submitted by Dawn Kelley, Chesaning

Cranberry Salad
3 sm. pkgs. of red gelatin
3 cups of sugar
3 cups boiling water
1 pkg. of cranberries
3 apples, unpeeled
3 oranges, unpeeled
1 cup of chopped walnuts

   Mix together and dissolve gelatin, sugar 
and boiling water. Grind together cranber-
ries, apples, oranges and walnuts and add 
to jello mixture. Refrigerate and let set up.

Submitted by 
Doris Harper,
Perry

Peanut Clusters
4 oz. milk chocolate candy coating
4 oz. white candy coating
1 can (16 oz.) salted peanuts (2 1/2 cups)

   In a microwave, melt candy coatings, 
stirring often until blended. Stir in the pea-
nuts until coated. 

   Drop by tablespoons onto a waxed pa-
per-lined baking sheet. Refrigerate until 
serving. Makes 3 dozen.

Submitted by 
Cathy Baumgardner.
Owosso

Tips for Baking Better 
Christmas Cookies

    Cookies and other baked treats are everywhere come the holiday season. It’s not 
uncommon to give cookies as gifts or arrive at holiday gatherings with cakes and 
other decadent desserts.
   Cookies are a classic holiday treat, and some families even build entire traditions 
around baking Christmas cookies.
   Novice bakers making cookies for the first time may be a little overwhelmed 
when perusing recipes. Baking is a science, and sometimes it takes practice to 
get the results just right. However, there are some tips that can help yield better, 
buttery bounties.
Handle butter with care
   Butter can make or break a cookie recipe, as butter is often the glue that holds the 
cookie together. Therefore, it is key to follow the directions carefully regarding how 
to handle butter. Smithsonian.com says to leave butter at room temperature for 30 
to 60 minutes to properly soften it. This takes patience, but fiddling with butter too 
much can damage its delectable integrity. While purists may say butter is best, mar-
garine may be acceptable if it has a high fat content; otherwise, cookies may spread 
out and flatten.
   When it comes time to cream the butter with sugar, be sure to do so thoroughly to 
incorporate air into the butter and remove the grainy texture of the sugar.
Measure flour properly
   Measuring flour the right way can ensure cookies come out right. The Cooking 
Channel says to spoon the flour lightly into a dry measuring cup, then level it off with 
a knife. Do not dip the measuring cup into the flour or tap the knife against the cup.     
This will pack too much flour into the measuring cup and result in dry, tough cookies.
Slow down the eggs
   Add eggs one at a time to make sure each will emulsify properly with the fat in the 
butter. Adding eggs all together may cause the emulsification to fail.
Chill out
   Follow recipes that call for chilling cookie dough carefully. This process is im-
portant for making sliced and shaped cookies. By chilling, the dough becomes more 
malleable for rolling and even slicing.
Use a bottom rack
   Too much heat may compromise cookie integrity. The food experts at Delish say to 
try moving cookies onto a lower rack in the oven if they aren’t retaining their shape 
when baked. Put an empty cookie sheet on the top rack. That will block the cookies 
from the most intense heat that rises to the top of the oven.
   Mastering cookies takes a little patience and some trial and error. Once bakers get 
their feet wet, Christmas-cookie-baking becomes even more special. HL19A281

did you Know? 
   The holiday season is rife with tradition. Some holiday 
traditions, such as holiday lighting displays, are impos-
sible to miss, while others are more subtle and possibly 
even unknown to many celebrants. One tradition that falls 
into the latter category involves the placing of oranges into 
Christmas stockings. The origins of Christmas stockings 
are rooted in legend, and one of the more popular tales in-
volves a widowed father of three beautiful girls. According 
to Smithsonian.com, this father was struggling to make 
ends meet and was concerned that his financial struggles 
would affect his daughters’ ability to find a spouse. As 
the legend goes, St. Nicholas was wandering through the 
man’s town and heard of his concerns. Recognizing that 
the man was unlikely to accept charity, St. Nicholas slid 
down the chimney of his house and placed three gold 
balls in the girls’ recently laundered stockings, which 
were hanging by the fire to dry. The value of the gold 
balls, which were discovered the following morning, was 
enough to ensure the girls could eventually wed. So what 
does that have to do with oranges? Those who wanted to 
replicate the tale could not so easily come upon gold balls 
to place in stockings, so they chose something similar in 
appearance: oranges. HL19A287

Upcoming 2019 Laingsburg Winterfest 
   The 2019 Laingsburg Winterfest is planned for 4 to 8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 7 in downtown 
Laingsburg. The event is hosted by the Laingsburg Business & Community Association. 
The public is welcome to stroll through downtown, enjoy a visit with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus, play some games or ride in a horse-drawn buggy. Activities will include tree dec-
orating, ugly sweater competitions, cocoa, bonfires and other contests.

“It’s true, Christmas can 
feel like a lot of work, 

particularly for mothers. 
But when you look back 
on all the Christmases in 

your life, you’ll find you’ve 
created family traditions 

and lasting memories. 
Those memories, good and 
bad, are really what help 
to keep a family together 

over the long haul.”
~ Caroline Kennedy
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how to Care for wiLd 
Birds this winter
Continued from Page 28

says more than 10 percent of some birds’ winter body 
weight may be fat. That can be challenging to maintain 
when common sources of food, such as insects and ber-
ries, disappear as winter wears on. This is when some 
human intervention can prove handy, advise ornitholo-
gists. A few simple efforts may benefit birds and other 
wildlife that may not hibernate winter away or escape to 
the tropics.
• Have a supply of food, bird feeders, houses, and any 
other bird-related gear at the ready before the storms 
really rev up.
• Invest in nutritious food, such as black oil sunflower 
seeds or blends that are 
high in black oil sunflower 
seeds. You also can make 
available more foods that 
are high in fat, such as suet, 
peanut butter or even whole 
peanuts. Mother Nature 
Network also suggests add-
ing meal worms if they can 
be found.
• Choose feeders that will 
keep seed dry; otherwise, 
it will be prone to bacterial 
and fungal growth.
• Don’t discard fallen 
leaves or any downed twigs 
or pruned boughs from 
trees. This will give birds 
material for creating shel-
ter or hiding away when 
the weather gets especially 
brutal. When the Christmas 
tree is finished for the sea-
son, place it in the yard as a 
windbreak for birds.
• Put shallow water sources 
around so birds can drink. 
Replace them frequently if 
water freezes.
   Wild birds can benefit 
from some help when the 
temperatures start to drop 
in winter. TF19C540

Baubles and Bags 
Coming to Memorial

   The Memorial Healthcare Auxiliary will be host-
ing a Baubles and Bags event from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 11 in the Memorial Healthcare audito-
rium. Proceeds from this event will benefit ongoing reno-
vations throughout the hospital. Jewelry, purses, scarves, 
luggage and more will be available for purchase at this 
popular event. The public is encouraged to attend. Cash, 
checks, credit/debit cards and payroll deduction for quali-
fied Memorial Healthcare employees will be accepted.

Get In the Holiday Mood 
with the Laingsburg 
Community Singers

   As the holiday season approaches, some have trouble 
finding that holiday spirit, for one reason or another. 
Luckily, the Laingsburg Community Singers have offered 
just the remedy for anyone not yet fully embracing the ex-
citement of this festive time of year.
   The Laingsburg Community Singers, under the direc-
tion of Steven J. Easterling, proudly present “Follow That 
Star, A Celebration of the Season.” Concerts will be held 
on Saturday, Dec. 7 at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 8 at 
4 p.m. at St. Isidore Catholic Church, which is located at 
310 Crum St. in Laingsburg.
   For further information, please contact Janice Hurst at 
(517) 651-5937. As always, admission is free and good will 
offerings are welcomed. This event is open to the public.

Closed Thanksgiving Day
   The Independent Newsgroup will be closed Thursday, 
Nov. 28 so our team can spend the holiday with family and 
friends. The Owosso office will reopen on Friday, Nov. 29.

ChristMas at the MuseuM
   The Perry Historical Society is busy decorating The 
Calkins-Macqueen House Museum for the upcoming 
holiday season. Society members are happy to announce 
that they will again this year offer beautiful fresh balsam 
wreaths. These beautiful wreaths, along with the perma-
nent wreaths available, have been a Perry decorating tra-
dition for 30 years. All profits of the wreath sale will go to 
operation and restoration of the Calkins-Macqueen House 
Museum.
   The Perry Historical Society has announced special 
holiday hours for the museum from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 30, and from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 1; 
Saturday, Dec. 7; Sunday, Dec. 8; Saturday, Dec. 14; and 
Sunday, Dec. 15.

Book Page Wreaths 
at Durand Library

   The Durand Memorial Branch Library will host a free 
book pages wreath-making program at 6:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Dec. 3. The class is free, but advance registra-
tion is required to ensure enough materials are prepared. 
Book pages will be provided, but participants will need to 
bring a glue gun and glue sticks. A sample of a book pages 
wreath is on display in the library.
   For more information or to register, call the library at 
(989) 288-3743.

      THIS YEAR’S Shiawassee County Old Newsboys 
Christmas for Kids program is again being sponsored 
by Durand Eagles Aerie 3851 and will include:
• The Durand Eagles’ annual Old Newsboys Paper 
Drive on Friday, Dec. 13. Volunteers will be on corners 
in Durand, Vernon, Byron and Perry greeting pass-
ers-by with the Old Newsboys newsletter and collect-
ing for the kids’ Christmas packages.
• Aerie 3851 will then host a lasagna dinner and silent 
auction on Saturday, Dec. 14. The event will begin at 
4:30 p.m. with a lasagna dinner for $8 per plate, fol-
lowed by a live auction starting at 6:30 p.m.
   Last year, Aerie 3851 collected over $11,000 and pro-
vided warm clothes, personal items and an age appro-
priate gift for 272 children in Shiawassee County. The 
group’s goal for 2019 is to increase that amount, since 
there is still a real need for assistance for struggling 
families in Shiawassee County.
   All proceeds from both fundraisers will go to the Shi-
awassee County Old Newsboys program and all events 
are open to the public at the Durand Eagles club-
house, which is located at 5240 S. New Lothrop Rd. 
in Durand.
   Questions can be directed to Shiawassee County 
Old Newsboys Program Director Laura McGuire at 
(810) 853-0061.
   Durand Eagles member Jayne Atwell can be seen 
near the intersection of Durand and Lansing roads in 
Durand while participating in the group’s 2018 Old 
Newsboys Paper Drive.

(Courtesy Photo)
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“One of the most glorious messes in the world is the mess created 
in the living room on Christmas Day.

Don’t clean it up too quickly.”
~ Andy Rooney



AMISH BUILT mini 
cabins or storage sheds 
delivered to your site 
anywhere in Michigan! 
Starting at $2,500.00.  
mynextbarn.com   
989-832-1866.

WE BUY LIFE INSUR-
ANCE POLICIES WORTH 
$100K OR MORE! If you 
don't need or can't afford 
your policy, call:             
877-326-2028.

FARMERS, LANDSCA-
PERS or GARDENERS, 
did you or a loved one use 
Roundup Weed Killer and 
were diagnosed with 
NON-HODGKINS LYM-
PHOMA (Cancer)? You 
may be entitled to compen-
sation. Call Attorney 
Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727.
………………………………
Health

STAY IN YOUR HOME
longer with an American 
Standard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the 
tub and installation! Call us 
at 1-855-271-8452.
………………………………
Medical

OXYGEN - Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill.  
No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 
855-970-1066.

VIAGRA & CIALIS Alterna-
tive, 60 pills for $99. 100 
pills for $150 FREE ship-
ping.  Money back guaran-
teed! Save Now!  Call To-
day 1-844-743-8144.
………………………………
Miscellaneous

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING forever! Leaf-
Filter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off and 0% financing 
for those who qualify. 
PLUS Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call             
1-844-369-2501.

Get NFL Sunday Ticket 
FREE w/ DIRECTV Choice 
All-Included Package. 
$59.99/month for 12 
months. 185 Channels 
PLUS Thousands of 
Shows/Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. Call 
1-888-351-0154 or 
satellitedealnow.com/CPMI

065 Miscellaneous

HOBBY FARM OR HUNT-
ING Camp Live Estate 
Auction. Saturday, Novem-
ber 30, 2019, 10:00 AM.  
30 acres farmland, 10 
acres woods 2838 S. Wis-
ner Rd. Ithaca, MI. Single-
wide, steel building, per-
sonal property. 
SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com
989-763-7157.

ESTATE AUCTION Satur-
day, November 23, 10:00 
AM 17020 Williams Dr., 
HOLLY, MI 48442. 1939 
Buick Special, 1985 GMC 
2500, Trailers, GUNS, Pa-
rade Train, Construction 
Equipment, Tractor, Me-
chanics Tools.    
810.266.6474 -
NarhiAUCTIONS.com
………………………………
Auto's Wanted

CASH FOR CARS: We 
Buy Any Condition Vehicle, 
2002 and Newer.  Com-
petitive Offer! Nationwide 
FREE Pick Up! Call Now 
For a Free Quote!  
888-366-5659.
………………………………
Buildings

BUILT BEST BARNS 
Michigan's Largest Pole 
Barn Company Best Qual-
ity, Best Service, ORDER 
NOW for BEST PRICING! 
License/Insured 
1-877-802-9591 (Office) 
989-205-2534 (Cell).

METAL ROOFING regular 
and shingle style, HALF 
OFF ON SPECIAL COL-
ORS! Also, lifetime asphalt 
shingles available. Li-
censed and insured build-
ers. Quality work for 40 
years!  517-575-3695.   
………………………………
Mattresses

ADJUSTABLE BED 
BRAND New with Imcom-
fort gel memory foam 
mattress. Retail Cost 
$3,995.00, sacrifice for 
$575.00.  Call for showing 
or delivery:  989-615-2951.
………………………………
Medical

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 100 Generic Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. 24/7 CALL NOW!          
888-835-7273 Hablamos 
Espanol.
………………………………
Miscellaneous

PIONEER POLE BUILD-
INGS Free Estimates Li-
censed and Insured. 2x6 
Trusses. 45 Year Warranty 
Galvalume Steel-19 Col-
ors. Since 1976 #1 in 
Michigan Call Today 
1-800-292-0679.

065 Miscellaneous

Auctions

WANTED: Collectors, 
Re-sellers, Bargain Hunt-
ers. NOTICE: Weekly On-
line Estate Sales & Collec-
tor Auctions. Full Homes, 
Themed Collections, Com-
mercial. Local Pickup or 
Worldwide Shipping!  
Checkout our Current & 
Upcoming Auctions: 
EstateAuctionExperts.com    

065 Miscellaneous
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REMODELED 
COMMERCIAL OFFICE

For Rent. 
Excellent location. 

2276 East M-21, Owosso.
Contact Mike: 

989-725-1296, ext. 201.

480 Commercial Space

55-&-OLDER 
COMMUNITY WOODS &

FIELDS WEST
site #38 has a rare 

beautiful 3 bedroom, 2 bath 
home with new roof, 

fireplace, island kitchen, 
stove, refrigerator, 

microwave, washer & 
dryer, pantry, nice master 
suite, a/c, deck and shed. 

Priced to sell! 
www.owossohomes.net

Call Randy 989-245-2117 
EHO

SITE 301 IN WOODS & 
FIELDS EAST

Big home with carport, 
fireplace, TV, 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, living room and 

family room, formal dining 
room, big country kitchen 
with full appliances includ-
ing washer & dryer, a/c, 

deck and shed all located 
on a beautiful perimeter 
site. Clearance Priced!   
www.owossohomes.net

Call Randy 989-245-2117 
EHO

BRAND NEW 2019 HOME
1,300 sq. ft. 3 bedroom 2 

bath home with a desirable 
open floor plan, full kitchen 

appliances, maple cabi-
nets, huge breakfast bar, 

formal dining room, 
beautiful master suite with 

deep soaker tub, big 
walk-in shower with seats, 

double sinks, insulated 
vinyl stone skirting located 

on perimeter site # 273. 
Here's your chance to buy 
an affordable brand new 

home for what most people 
are paying to rent. 

www.owossohomes.net
Call Randy at 

989-245-2117 EHO

3-YEAR LEASE TO 
OWN OPTION! 

Check our refurbished and 
single and double wide 
manufactured homes. 

Quiet Cove 
Colby Lakes Sales 

12675 S. Colby Lake Rd., 
Laingsburg (517) 675-5267

Quietcove.net

470 Manufactured Homes

GINGER SQUARE 
APARTMENTS in Owosso 

is now accepting 
applications for 2, 3 & 

4 bedroom units.
All units equipped with A/C, 

kitchen appliances, free 
utilities, and laundry 

hook-ups in each unit.
Income based rent.
Stop in to pick up an 

application.
1200 Penbrook Dr. 

Owosso 989-723-1331
TTY #711

Equal Housing Opportunity

2 BD APARTMENT 
IN OWOSSO.

Includes everything. 
$675/mo. Real Check.

(989) 277-1714
(989) 529-0740.

2 & 3 BEDROOM 
IN DURAND.

Heat included. No Pets. 
Real Chek member. 

989-288-6825.

395 Rentals

CASH FOR JUNKERS
Crashed-running or not!

Up to $1,000!!!
989-666-6365.

24hr. Light & Heavy 
Towing 

Ditch Recoveries
* Tire Changes

* Motorcycle towing
* Jump Starts

* Vehicle unlocks
* Buy/tow junk cars

* Long distance towing
* Flatbed available

989-743-5768
maxtowmi.com

320 Automobiles

NAPIER MUSIC:
New and used string 

instruments and accessories.
LESSONS: Guitar, 5-string 
& Tenor Banjo, Mandoline, 

Dobro, Ukelele & Bass. 
8315 S. M-52, Owosso.  

517-625-4954.

305 Musical Instruments

THE INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPERS are 

brought to you by our 
valued advertisers. Tell 

them thank you and 
that you found them in 

the Independent!

THE INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPER Group is 

seeking additional 
driving-route carriers in the 
Shiawassee County area. 

Interested individuals 
please call 989-288-3196.

THE INDEPENDENT
NEWSGROUP

is Expanding its Sales 
Team. We are looking for 
sales-minded, successful 

candidates for Part-time or 
Independent Contractor 

sales positions.
Are you:

Motivated?
A Self-starter?

Energetic?
Goal-oriented?

Then please email your 
resume and cover letter to:
kim@owossoindependent.com

NOW HIRING
TRUCK DRIVER

Regional, Michigan driving 
or CLASS A OTR

CALL 517-675-5847 or
517-881-1544
Apply online

www.transfleet.com

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE
effective and easy. 
$16.50 for the first 14 

words and 20 cents/word 
for each additional word.  
Call the Independent 

Newsgroup to place your 
classified ad today!

989-723-1118, 
classifieds@owossoinde-

pendent.com

170 Help Wanted

HELP WANTED FOR
the following positions at 

Chesaning Schools:
Bus Drivers: Regular 

routes, extra trips 
(athletics, field trips, etc), 
substitutes. We will pay 

for your training!
For more information on 
any of these positions, 
please visit our website 

at www.chesaningschools.
net or call Central Office at 

989-845-7020.

FULL TIME 
NURSE AIDS WANTED
to work with the elderly.
Med passers starting at 

$13.50/hr, Direct care giver 
starting at $12/hr. 401K 
with employer match.

For more information call
517-625-5650, ext. 3.

DO YOU HAVE
an open position on your 
staff that you need to fill? 
Let us find you the perfect 
person. Our classified Help 

Wanted ads reach over 
31,000 homes weekly. 

CDL-A OTR 
FLATBED DRIVER

Full or part time. Home 
most weekends. Benefits 

avail., Min. 2 yrs OTR exp. 
Wm Bruckman Trucking. 

1876 Krouse Rd., Owosso 
989-723-2399

170 Help Wanted

AKINS OUTDOOR 
SERVICE

Landscaping, Tree Work 
Concrete Work, 

Demolition Work, Clean Up 
and Hauling. 

(989) 277-5771

128 Landscaping

RLP FORESTRY
TREE

trimming and 
removal. 

20 years experience. 
Hedge trimming and 

removal, gutter cleaning, 
Certified journeyman 

climber. 
Free estimates. 
989-666-3447.

125 Trees / Stump Service

JIM'S STUMP GRINDING
989-539-2243
Call Sean for a

FREE ESTIMATE
Serving all of Mid Michigan

DRIMBY’S TREE 
SERVICES

989-666-3620
YouTube “Living Our 

American Dream #114”. 
Check out our video!

125 Trees / Stump Service

SUPERIOR PAINTING
&

DRYWALL
25 Years Experience
FREE ESTIMATES

Robert Gos
989-288-5307

STEEL ROOFS
We put steel roofs 

on high barns. 
Free Estimates. 
John Reurink 

(616)527-3635

LENON ELECTRIC & SON
989-640-5169.

Residential, Commercial, 
Emergency Calls. 
24-hour service,.

Licensed and Insured.

CARPENTRY*ROOFING*
POLE BARNS
989-743-4040

110 Building / Home Imp.

TRI-CITY TRADING POST
Annual Inventory 

Reduction AUCTION
Sat, Evening, Nov. 30
6:00 PM - VFW Hall,
1148 N. Leroy St., 

FENTON, MI 48430
OVER 25 Guns, Lots of 

TOOLS, Hunting & 
Sporting Equipment, Yard 
Machines, Coins, Jewelry, 

Collectibles & More!

810.266.6474 
NarhiAUCTIONS.COM

105 Auctions

MEET SINGLES right now! 
No paid operators, just real 
people like you. Browse 
greetings, exchange mes-
sages and connect live. 
Try it free. Call now: 
855-247-5909.

EARTHLINK High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Tech-
nology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 
1-844-275-3510.

A PLACE FOR MOM has 
helped over a million fami-
lies find senior living. Our 
trusted local advisors help 
solutions to your unique 
needs at NO COST TO 
YOU!  Call 517-348-0526.

DISH Network $59.99 For 
190 Channels! Add High 
Speed Internet for ONLY 
$19.95/month. Call Today 
for $100 Gift Card! Best 
Value & Technology. 
FREE Installation. Call 
1-866-950-6757 
(some restrictions apply).

REACH ACROSS MICHI-
GAN with a MegaMarket 
Statewide Classified Ad!  
Over 1.9 million weekly 
in-home circulation just 
$249 per week!  Buy 3 ads 
- Get 1 Free!  
Call 800.783.0267.

DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off for 
your taxes. Running or not!  
All conditions accepted.  
Free pickup. Call for de-
tails. 855-413-9672.

DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month.  
65 Channels. Stream 
Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On De-
mand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-833-716-0515.

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! Publications 
sold at all major secular & 
specialty Christian book-
stores. CALL Christian 
Faith Publishing for your 
FREE author submission 
kit. 1-866-945-3813.

A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation's largest senior liv-
ing referral service. Con-
tact our trusted,local ex-
perts today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. CALL 
1-855-776-6459.

065 Miscellaneous
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LLC

Call Your 
Advertising 
Expert... Tracy

Hilgendorf
Advertising • Print • Classifi eds

989-723-1118
tracy@owossoindependent.com

The Independent Newsgroup

Call Your 
Advertising 
Expert... Dawn

Kelley
Advertising • Print • More

989-723-1118
dawn@owossoindependent.com

The Independent Newsgroup

Call Your 
Advertising 
Expert... Kim

Lazar
Advertising • Print • More

989-723-1118
kim@owossoindependent.com

The Independent Newsgroup

Call Your 
Advertising 
Expert... Teresa

Esch
Advertising • Print • More

989-723-1118
teresa.independent@yahoo.com

The Independent Newsgroup

Call Your 
Advertising 
Expert... Ivy

Tingay
Advertising • Print • More

989-723-1118
ivy@owossoindependent.com

The Independent Newsgroup

“Humor is reason 
gone mad.”

~ Groucho Marx
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youngautosales.com

1500 E. Main St., Owosso, MI
989-725-2184 • 800-725-2188 

2019 Chevrolet 
Blazer
FWD, Cloth

$206*
mo.

$2,000 down

$281*
mo.

$0 down

2020 Chevrolet 
Trax LS

 

$125*
mo.

$2,000 down

$185*
mo.

$0 down

2020 Chevrolet 
Equinox

2020 Chevrolet 
Silverado Crew Cab

Custom 4WD

$239*
mo.

$2,000 down

$293*
mo.

$0 down
*All prices/payments based on in-stock availability. 

Must be GMS Eligible, includes GM Lease Loyalty, 
$2,000 down, 10,000 miles per year. 

Plus tax, title, fees.
See dealer for complete details.

$

2

$

b

o....

*All prices/payments based on in-stock availability.

$171*
mo.

$2,000 down

$233*
mo.

$0 down *CTP Unit

11/19

Federally 
Insured by 

NCUA

* O�ers valid at di�erent promotional time frames. Visit lafcu.com/deals for details. Other restrictions apply.
+ Subject to credit approval.

Visit lafcu.com/deals

Dashing  Through  
the  Deals

Make your holidays bright with great deals from LAFCU.

•   Holiday Loan*+ 

•   2.99% APR Balance Transfer*+

•   Sprint O�er* 

•   And More
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Accepting new patients 
with most insurances:

MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE 
CENTER FOR ORTHOPAEDIC 
AND SPORTS MEDICINE
Mitchell Medical Building
802 W. King Street, Suite G (2nd Floor)

(989) 729-7780

Memorial Healthcare Center for Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine is an employed physician 
practice of  Memorial Medical Associates, an outpatient department of Memorial Healthcare.

memorialhealthcare.org

EXPERTISE IN:
 

 replacement (partial and total)

Direct anterior approach (minimally     
 invasive) total hip reconstruction

Arthroscopy for the shoulder and 

Reverse and total shoulder 
 reconstruction

Reconstructive ACL repair

Sacroiliac fusion


