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Tires & Tubes
50 Different 
Brands Available
including Firestone, 
Goodyear & Titan

K&J REPAIR
Now Open in Morrice

WE BUY 
American, 

so you can too!

ENGINE REPAIR
REBUILDS • MACHINING

Mon-Fri. 9a-6p, Sat. 9a-2p
Sun. Call Kris 

989-251-8284

10929 Bennett Dr.
Morrice

517-625-8284

WE MAKE 
HYDRAULIC 
HOSES
1/4”-1” 2-wire

3/4”, 1”, 1 1/4” 4-wire

Alma Bolt Distributor
North American Made Hardware

Ron Keck cell 517-896-5261

Holes -n- More -LLC

Bobcat Service of all Types
 Concrete Tear-Out and Replace

New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

 “Your hole 
is our goal!”

Insured6 in.   12in.   18in.   24in.   30in.   Holes   

989-634-9156  Toll Free 888-926-8645

Matt Blight President

4530 Lansing Rd.
P.O. Box 128, Bancroft www.blightpropane.com

The Various Benefits of Farm-to-Table
  Few things are more satisfying than biting into a fresh tomato right from the 
garden or seasoning a meal with herbs picked from a windowsill greenhouse. 
Restaurants recognize the value of such experiences, and more and more are 
relying on locally sourced products in their kitchens.
  The farm-to-table movement is not new, but it has gained momentum as 
consumers become increasingly enamored with the flavor and environmental 
impact of locally sourced foods. Furthermore, the group says that one in five 
consumers are willing to pay more for local food, and 41 percent admit that locally 
sourced ingredients influence their decisions when choosing where to dine. 
  Newcomers to the farm-to-table dining experience may not understand all the 
fuss surrounding this popular trend. The following are some of the key benefits of 
farm-to-table.
• Peak freshness and ripeness: Local produce ripens on the plant and can be harvested 
at the last possible minute before it turns up on a plate. This helps ensure that it contains 
the highest amount of nutrients and flavor, according to the Harvard T.H. Chan School 
of Public Health. Food that has to travel further is often picked well before it is ready, 
ripening on the way to stores or other vendors.
• Better for the environment: Food that needn’t travel far before reaching diners’ plates 
saves roughly 500 gallons of diesel fuel to haul produce a distance of 1,500 miles. This 
conserves fossil fuels and prevents harmful emissions from entering the atmosphere.
• Supports neighboring farms: Supporting farm-to-table restaurants and other eateries 
keeps business local in two different ways. It not only benefits local restaurants, but it 
also directly supports neighboring farms, fisheries and other suppliers.
• Accessibility to seasonal choices: Farm-to-table eating provides a wide variety of in-
season foods. This can translate into tastier foods because they are grown and harvested 
during their optimal growing season.
• Reduces factory farming: According to O.info, the informational resource powered by 
Overstock.com, farm-to-table and local farming can reduce reliance on large, profit-driven 
corporations that may focus on maximum production over animal health and welfare. Local 
farms may be more inclined to treat their animals well and institute sustainable practices.
• Learn about the community: A person might live in an area and never know that 
a local vineyard is in the vicinity or that a producer of straight-from-the-hive honey is 
nearby. Exploring farm-to-table resources can open people’s eyes to local businesses 
doing great work in and around their communities.
  Farm-to-table is a popular movement that people are embracing for various reasons. 
TF187147

ExplorE a CarEEr 
in agriCulturE 
  The agricultural industry provides a variety of oppor-
tunities to professionals interested in this often misun-
derstood field.
  According to the employment resource AGCareers.
com, more than 250 career profiles are available to peo-
ple interested in a career in agriculture. And while jobs 
in agriculture may not be as prevalent as they were a few 
centuries ago, when 72 percent of the workforce was em-

ployed in farm occupations in the United States, agriculture remains a booming industry 
that greatly affects the nation’s economy. Today, one in 12 American jobs depends on 
agriculture, according to the career resource Payscale.
  The following are some potential professions for those considering careers in agriculture.
• Agricultural business manager: This person oversees the business operations of a farm 
by providing organization and leadership during the production process. He or she contacts 
creditors, selects seeds, buys new equipment, and ensures the distribution of product.
• Agricultural lawyer: Attorneys who specialize in agriculture deal with water and 
environmental issues, represent agricultural labor in disputes, ensure proper marketing 
techniques are followed, handle real estate and land use issues, and much more.
• Animal control officer: These officers enforce local and regional laws that pertain 
to the treatment and care 
of animals. They patrol for 
distressed animals and en-
sure cruelty-free practices 
are adhered to.
• Grain buyer: Grain buy-
ers build relationships with 
producers so they can pur-
chase grain for their partic-
ular companies. They nego-
tiate purchase agreements, 
source grain supplies and 
issue purchase orders.

Continued on Page 6

You'll �nd...
• Easy ordering
• Our blog 
• Installation videos 
• Coupons, tips... and much more

Order 24 hours a day!
Have you visited our website?
www.SteinerTractor.com

800-234-3280 • sales@SteinerTractor.com

1 YEAR
PARTS WARRANTY
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Michigan’s Largest Gas Tractor Show
FOR MORE INFO: MMOGTA.ORG

Featuring: International Harvester
Corner of Brennan and Ferden Roads, Oakley. Gate opens at 7am.

Live Harvesting & Tilling Demo • Petting Zoo • Veneer Mill • Tractor Raffl e • Bingo
Blacksmith Shop • Steam Engines • Sawmill  • Handle Mill • Tractor Pulls • Cidar Mill

Flea Markets • Arts & Crafts • Specialty Crop Exhibits • Primitive Camping Available
No ATV’s except handicapped. No pets allowed on grounds. Information: Jody 517-625-3263. Flea Market: Brad Lab 989-723-5546

Saturday Night 

Fireworks
Good Food on the Grounds

45th Annual Show

3-Day Pass
$20

August
16-18
2019

Donation: Adults: $10, 
13-18: $5, under 12: free. 

Seniors $5 on Friday

• Farm & Auto Tire Sales & Sevice
• Farm Truck Tires • Alignments 
• Brake Service
• Oil Changes
• Shocks/Struts
• Batteries
• Transmission Service
• Exhaust Repairs
• Stihl Sales & Service 709 W. Broad, Chesaning • 989-845-3040

heritagetireservice.com

We Know Farming is your Business!
So We Make It Our Business 
To Keep Your Tires Farming!

Heritage Tire 

& Service Center

  Extreme weather is seldom fun for anyone. Although 
people often have the means to escape inclement weather, 
animals are at the mercy of their caregivers.
  Protecting animals during extreme weather is not restrict-
ed to domesticated pets. Those who have livestock on their 
properties must recognize that these animals will need var-
ious levels of care as well. Animals such as chickens, cat-
tle, goats, and llamas can be adversely affected by extreme 
weather. Individuals can heed these safety guidelines to 
avoid subjecting such animals to the stress, discomfort and 
illness that can result from exposure to extreme weather.
Suitable shelter
  One of the best ways to safeguard livestock from extreme 
weather is to ensure they have a place to escape the elements. 
Animals can get sunburned and may overheat, so make sure 
shelters can block the sun’s rays on hot days while also al-
lowing for air to circulate through the dwelling. 
  It’s also key that the shelter be capable of accommodat-
ing all of the animals at the same time. 
  Livestock shelters do not have to be complicated. They 
can be as elaborate as a barn or as simple as carports or 
tarps and shade cloth.

Fresh water
  Access to fresh, clean water is also essential. Dehydration 
can set in, particularly for animals with thick coats or those 
that are young or elderly. Animals tend to expend a lot of en-
ergy to cool down or stay warm, so they will need an ample 
supply of water to remain hydrated and healthy.
  Standing water can become a breeding ground for para-
sites and insect larvae. Therefore, change water frequently to 
make sure it is sanitary. Some farm experts advise aerating 
troughs to help prevent algae growth or mosquito infesta-
tions. A small amount of raw apple cider vinegar may help 
as well. However, always discuss water sanitation methods 
with a veterinarian before testing them out on farm animals.
Mold-free feed
  Hot, humid temperatures can cause mold to grow on hay 
and other feed sources. Cows do not like to eat moldy hay 
and it can make horses ill. The University of Minnesota 
Extension says horses are particularly sensitive to dust 
from mold spores and can get a respiratory disease similar 
to asthma in humans called recurrent airway obstruction, 
or RAO, which is often referred to as heaves. 
  Hay needs to be dried out before it is fed to animals. Any 
feed should be stored in cool, dry conditions and inspect-
ed before being dispersed to livestock.
Hair cut
  Wooly animals may benefit from a shear prior to the on-
set of hot weather, advises the Maryland Small Ruminant 
group. Do not shear too short. For instance, a one-inch 
fleece can dissipate heat and help the sheep keep cool.
Rest
  Livestock should not be worked and handled during the 
heat of the day. Their productivity levels may be dimin-
ished, and the extra exertion may affect their health. Rest 
will help them stay happy and healthy until the extreme 
weather has subsided.  TF177164

  Animals such as chickens, cattle, goats, and llamas can 
be adversely affected by extreme weather. Individuals can 
heed these safety guidelines to avoid subjecting such an-
imals to the stress, discomfort and illness that can result 
from exposure to extreme weather.

How to Protect Livestock in Extreme Weather

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Farm & Volume Discounts • Front Discharge Mixers

1 & 2 Yard Long Concrete Blocks
Serving The Owosso Area For Over 50 Years

Phone:  (989) 723-1295 or 1-800-442-4541
441 Cleveland, Owosso

OWOSSO
READY MIX CO.

Owned & Operated by Bob Ardelean

FREE ESTIMATES

 Baker Insurance 
Agency

 Call Bill, Jed, Bob, Pat or Tom
11927 Main St., Lennon  810-621-3400
We are independent agents proudly representing
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Agriculture and 
the Economy

  Though it’s easy to look at the tech in-
dustry and think this increasingly influ-
ential sector is what makes the world go 
round, something closer to the very core 
of the Earth may be what’s driving your 
economy. 
  The agricultural sector plays a strategic 

role in a nation’s economic development and prosperity. From the earliest days, agricul-
ture has been heralded as playing a crucial role in North American culture. Farmers who 
grow produce and raise livestock for meats and other products have long exemplified 
what it means to work hard and take initiatives to be self-sufficient. 
  The symbiotic nature of agriculture and the economy is noticeable when examining the 
ups and downs of each. This is because food production and the potential of agriculture 
extends beyond the fields and local food stands. These resources impact supply chains 
and other markets. A strong agriculture base influences other employment sectors like 
food manufacturing, biotechnology, hospitality, machinery building, and much more, 
while a weak agriculture can adversely affect those sectors. 
  While it can be difficult for residents of developed nations to visualize agriculture’s 
effect, one only needs to turn to impoverished and developing nations to see just how big 
an impact agriculture can have on an economy. Agriculture provides food and raw mate-
rials, eventually creating demand for goods produced in non-agricultural sectors. Also, 
food provides nutrition that can serve as the foundation of a healthy nation. Earning a liv-
ing in agriculture strengthens purchasing power, which fuels other markets. Eventually, 
farming can pave the way for development, including roads, markets, shipping services, 
exporting, and many other sectors.
   Agriculture is an important economic building block. An especially important sector, 
the agricultural industry, when supported, can contribute greatly to sustained economic 
growth.  TF193779

Maintenance 
Key to 

Functioning 
Farms

  The family automobile is 
not the only piece of equip-
ment that requires routine 
upkeep to ensure it is oper-
ating properly. 
  Life on a farm can come 
to a screeching halt if 
farm equipment is not 
properly maintained. 
Farmers invest hundreds 
of thousands of dollars 
on agricultural equip-
ment, such as tractors, til-
lers, hoppers, and dozers. 
Adhering to maintenance 
schedules can prevent 
breakdowns and decrease 
the need for potentially 
costly emergency repairs.
Keep it clean
  Cleaning the surface of 
equipment can go a long 
way toward keeping it op-
erating smoothly. Use a 
pressure washer to remove 
caked-on mud and other 
debris. Titan iron suppliers 
recommend quickly wash-
ing equipment after usage 
so that substances do not 
have the chance to harden. 
Learn the equipment
  Over time, it is possi-
ble to employ your sens-
es of sight, sound and 
even smell to determine 
if equipment is work-
ing properly. Familiarize 
yourself with the owner’s 
manual so you can trou-
bleshoot minor problems. 
Any unusual sounds, 
odors or responses from 
the gear should be noted. 
Routine 
maintenance checks
  Routinely inspect hoses, 
fittings, and seals to ensure 
they are in good working 
condition. Be sure fluids, 
such as coolant and oil, are 
at the proper levels. Check 
and replace filters as need-
ed. Tires need to be prop-
erly inflated, and inspect 
the battery for corrosion or 
other signs that it may need 
to be replaced. Check belts 
for cracks. Tour the exterior 
of the equipment looking at 
signals and lights to ensure 
they are in proper working 
order. Hardware should be 
tightened and any missing 
pieces replaced.
  Heavy farm equipment 
needs motor oil, hydraulic 
oil and filters changed 

more frequently than 
automobiles. Such 
equipment also may need 
more frequent lubrication 
of chains and cables. 
Always check and inspect 
equipment prior to jobs 
requiring heavy and 
extended usage.
Expect some welding
  Have a knowledgeable 
welder on call to make 
repairs as needed, or 
develop your skills to 
a point where you feel 
comfortable making your 
own spot repairs. The 

experts at Miller, producers 
of welding equipment, say 
cleaning the surface area 
and removing any paint, oil 
or corrosion from the metal 
area that needs repairing 
can make for smooth, 
durable welds. Multi-
process welding generators 
and accessories can ensure 
the right welds for repairs 
in the field or in the shop.
  Maintenance on farm 
equipment helps keep 
operations running along 
and protects expensive 
investments.  FC18A406



Applebee Oil 
& Propane

989-834-2828 or 800-882-0876

108 Mill St., Ovid • Volume Discounts On Farm Fuels

MOTOR OIL SALE Bulk or Barrel

• Shell • Phillips • Kendall • Proguard *call for pricing 

• RECREATIONAL GASOLINE (no ethanol) Good for small engines

• CORN DRYER PROPANE PRICING 

• DIESEL & SOY DIESEL

Hours Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. by appt.

Doug Perry, Owner

Draw Tite Hitches, Meyer Plows, 
Wiring, Repair, Truck & Car Accessories

PH 989-725-9977
710 S. CHIPMAN ST., OWOSSO fax 989-729-6559

 A Solid Investment!

• We will survey • Design system • GPS Mapping for customer
• We will submit a written proposal 

Call Dennis or Jim for a Free Consultation of your Water Management Needs.

 WATER MANAGEMENT 
SPECIALISTS, INC.

(517) 628-8001 • cell (517) 206-1245 • (517) 206-1243

 In today’s economy, every day and every dollar 
is precious. Getting your crop planted and 
harvested on time may mean the difference 
between a profi table year or a loss. A properly 
designed and installed water management 
(drainage) system can help make this difference. For 42 years we’ve been working with area 
farmers to help them increase crop productivity, resulting in increased profi tability.

 “Quality 
Is Our 

Number One 

Priority!”

 1596 S. College Rd.
Mason

  Urban 
sprawl is a 
complicated 
issue that 
has its 
proponents and 
its detractors. 
To many 
environmentalists, 
urban sprawl has the potential 
to be very problematic.
  As more people try to find more 
breathing room and larger homes in 
areas beyond urban centers, housing 
developments continue to rise up from 
the ground, potentially impeding on land 
that was once home to natural habitats 
or farming communities. Migrations of 
people from densely populated towns 
and cities to lower-density residential 
developments requires these rural areas 
to change in order to be able to provide 
the resources necessary to accommodate 
an influx of new residents. These changes 
might be positive for people, but they can 

have potential 
drawbacks 
for animals, 
plants and the 

environment in 
general.

Increased reliance 
on automobiles 

Suburbs and more rural 
areas often do not have the 

extensive public transportation systems 
commonly found in cities. Furthermore, 
stores and other businesses are spread 
out among the community, making it 
challenging to walk to these places. As a 
result, residents of these areas must use their 
cars more often, which can contribute to air 
pollution from auto exhaust. In addition, as 
populations in developments grow, traffic 
soon follows. Smaller communities often 
cannot handle the influx of cars on rural 
roadways. That can lead to further depletion 
of land to make way for larger roadways 
that can more capably accommodate all the 
extra traffic.

Environmental Side Effects of Urban Sprawl

Continued on Page 7
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EXCELERATOR® 8005 
VERTICAL TILLAGE SYSTEM
• Excalibur® blade captures and sizes residue
• Adjustable gang angle varies soil movement and residue mixing
• Star Wheel™ treaders aggressively mix soil and residue while sizing clods
• 24/7 dual range conditioner provides fi nal clod sizing and fi rming
11’ to 50’ WORKING WIDTHS

LLOYD MILLER & SONS, INC.
989-743-4049 • 3695 E. M-21, Corunna

www.lloydmillerandsons.com
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• Livestock Shows
• Monster Trucks
• Carnival Rides
• Superkicker Rodeo
• Country Music Artist - DeWayne Spaw 
• Commercial Vendors

• Livestock Auctions
  Friday & Saturday
• Free Entertainment Nightly
• Grandstand Excitement
• Glassblowing 
  Demonstrations

Invasive Species “Watch List”
The following information is presented as a guide for reporting     
occurrences of select invasive species of concern in Michigan.

  The invasive species included on the watch list are pri-
ority species that have been identified as posing an im-
mediate and significant threat to Michigan’s natural re-
sources. These species have either never been confirmed 
in Michigan or have very limited distribution, or are local-
ized. Early detection and timely reporting of occurrences 
of these species is crucial for increasing the likelihood of 
stopping an invasion and limiting negative ecological and 
economic impacts. Species are listed below by category. 
The invasive species below should be reported immediately 
and directly to staff. Please use the contacts below each cat-
egory to report a possible detection of a watch list species.
InSEctS And tREE dISEASES (Tree diseases list the   
scientific name for the pathogen or fungus associated with the disease)
• Asian longhorned beetle (Anoplophora glabripennis)
• Balsam wooly adelgid (Adelges piceae)
• Hemlock wooly adelgid (Adelges tsugae)
• Thousand cankers disease (Geosmithia morbida)
• Spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula)
Report the species above to Mike Bryan – MDARD Plant 
Industry Section, bryanm@michigan.gov, (517) 284-5648
MAMMALS
• Nutria (Myocastor coypus)
Report the species above 
to Greg Norwood – 
DNR Wildlife Division, 
norwoodg@michigan.gov, 
(517) 342-4514
tERREStRIAL 
PLAntS
• Asiatic sand sedge (Carex 
kobomugi Ohwi)
• Chinese yam (Dioscorea  
oppositifolia L.)
• Himalayan balsam 
(Impatiens glandulifera)

• Japanese stiltgrass (Microstegium vimineum (Trin.) A. 
Camus)
• Kudzu (Pueraria montana var. lobata)
• Mile-a-minute weed (Persicaria perfoliata)
• Japanese chaff flower (Achyranthes japonica)
Report the species above to Greg Norwood – DNR Wildlife 
Division, norwoodg@michigan.gov, (517) 342-4514
AquAtIc PLAntS
• Parrot feather (Myriophyllum aquaticum)
• Yellow Floating Heart (Nymphoides peltata)
• European frog-bit (Hydrocharis morsus-ranae)
• European Water-clover (Marsilea quadrifolia) – This 
species is currently allowable for sale and possession. 
Please contact the DEQ if these plants are observed out-
side of cultivation.
• Brazilian elodea (Egeria densa)
• Hydrilla (Hyrdrilla verticillata)
• Water chestnut (Trapa natans)
• Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) – This species is cur-
rently allowable for sale and possession. Please contact the 
DEQ if these plants are ob-
served outside of cultivation.
• Water lettuce (Pistia stra-
tiotes) – This species is cur-
rently allowable for sale and 
possession. Please contact 

the DEQ if these plants are observed outside of cultivation.
• Water soldier (Stratiotes aloides)
Report the species above to Aquatic Nuisance Control 
Program – DEQ Water Resources Division, DEQ-WRD-
ANC@michigan.gov, (517) 284-5593
FISH And otHER AquAtIc AnIMALS
• Invasive carps
• Silver carp (Hypophthalmicthys molitrix)
• Bighead carp (Hypophthalmichthys noblis)
• Grass carp (Ctenopharyngodon idella)
• Black carp (Mylopharyngodon piceus)
• Northern snakehead (Channa argus)
• Red swamp crayfish (Procambarus clarkii)
• New Zealand mud snail (Potamopyrgus antipodarum)
Report the species above to Seth Herbst – DNR Fisheries 
Division, herbstS1@michigan.gov, (517) 284-5841 or for 
invasive carp report electronically at www.michigan.gov/
asiancarp
  For more information, please visit: www.michigan.gov/
invasives.

0% APR
FOR 60 MONTHS1

PLUS UP TO 

$800 OFF1,2  
WITH THE PURCHASE OF TWO
OR  MORE IMPLEMENTS
1025R COMPACT UTILITY TRACTOR
•  23.9-hp (17.8-kW) Tier 4 diesel engine
•  Quik-Park™ Loader and AutoConnect™ 

Drive-over Deck compatible
•  Covered by a 6-year powertrain 

warranty*

DEALS THAT DO
THE HEAVY LIFTING.

3025E COMPACT UTILITY TRACTOR
• 24.7-hp (18.4-kW) Tier 4 diesel engine
•  Hydrostatic, 2-range transmission
• Covered by a 6-year powertrain warranty*
0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS1 AND
UP TO $1,500 OFF1,2

WITH THE PURCHASE OF 2 OR  MORE IMPLEMENTS

2038R COMPACT UTILITY TRACTOR
• 37.3-hp (27.4-kW) liquid-cooled diesel engine
• Quik-Park™ Loader and AutoConnect™
   Drive-over Deck compatible
•  Covered by a 6-year powertrain warranty*
0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS1 AND
UP TO $1,500 OFF1,2

WITH THE PURCHASE OF 2 OR  MORE IMPLEMENTS

1 Offer valid on qualifying purchases made between 1 February 2019 to 30 April 2019. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial, for 
consumer or commercial use only. No down payment required. $16.67 per month for every $1,000 financed. Fixed rate of 0.0% APR for 60 months only. Taxes, 
freight, setup and delivery charges could increase monthly payment. Available at participating U.S. dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. 
2 Offer valid on qualifying purchases made between 1 February 2019 to 30 April 2019. $500 off implement bonus is in addition to low-rate financing and requires 
the purchase of two or more qualifying John Deere or Frontier implements. In addition to implement bonus and low-rate financing, get $300 off 1025R Tractors, 
$1,000 off 3E Series Tractors and 2038R Series Tractors. Prices and models may vary by dealer. Some restrictions apply; other special rates and terms may be 
available, so see your dealer for details and other financing options. Available at participating U.S. dealers.
*All compact utility tractors purchased new from an authorized John Deere dealer come standard with a 6-year/2,000-hour (whichever comes first) powertrain 
warranty. See the LIMITED WARRANTY FOR NEW JOHN DEERE TURF AND UTILITY EQUIPMENT at dealer for details.
John Deere, the leaping deer symbol, and green and yellow trade dress are trademarks of Deere & Company.

1025R

www.dgequipment.com

1047 N. Shiawassee St. • Corunna
989-743-8844

2x5.25

Farm Fuel 
& Lubes

Recreation Gas
Pacifi c Pride Fuel 

Reliable Quality 
917 E. Main St., Owosso
989-723-8831
Locally Owned
Serving The Community 
Since 1969!

Albrecht Auction Service
(989) 823-8835   

Email: info@BidNow.us

Call Now to Book your Summer/Fall Land or Farm Equipment Auction! Also Accepting
Consignments for our Next Statewide Online Consignment Auction - Where You Can 
Leave the Equipment on Your Farm to Sell w/NO Commission Charged to the Seller!

ONLINE AUCTIONS @ www.BidNow.us

Monthly 
Statewide 

Online 
Equipment
Auctions!

The
Equipment
Stays On

Your Farm!

SOLD! BY ONLINE AUCTION

ExplorE a CarEEr 
in agriCulturE 
Continued from Page 2

• Poultry hatchery man-
ager: Hatchery managers 
oversee all of the aspects 
involved in poultry hatch-
ing. These can include 
management of person-
nel, handling and sorting 
of eggs, maintenance of 
equipment, coordination 
of pick-ups and deliver-
ies, and overseeing quality 
control.
• Soil scientist: Among 
the many tasks they might 
perform, scientists in the 
field of agriculture test soil 
samples for minerals and 
contaminants. By study-
ing the soil, scientists can 
recommend which crops 
the land can support, how 
much livestock can feed 
in an area and the implica-
tions of agriculture on the 
area as it pertains to man-
aging natural resources.
  A career in agriculture 
presents many exciting op-
portunities in a number of 
different applications. It’s 
a vast industry that utilizes 
professionals with an array 
of skillsets.   TF193781
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Freezer Pork • Feeder Pigs • Hog Roasting
Jeremy McAllister • 989-666-0206 • Amber McAllister

Thomas S. Bridges
 Attorney & Counselor At Law

Over 37 Years Trusted Experience

244 N. Main St., Perry • 517-625-4117

 • Wills & Probate
• Personal Injuries
• Real Estate
• L.L.C./Corporations

• Estate Planning
• Small Business
• Living Trusts
• Estate Settlement 

Auto & Pet

625 Main Str
Perry, Michigan 48

989.721.9189
517.625.4524

 WASH
Weggy’s

625 MAIN ST., PERRY (M-52)
Weggyswash.com
weggysauto•petwash

COMPLETE SITE WORK
www.hedrichexcavating.com
Commercial • Residential

Licensed & Insured

CHESANING, MI

SAND & GRAVEL - BACKHOE
& DOZER WORK 989-845-2146

Sand • Stone • Gravel • Topsoil
• Basements • Driveways • Drain Fields • Septic Tanks 
• Water/Sewer • Ponds • Demolition • Land Clearing

Hedrich
EXCAVATING

Perry Plumbing, Inc.
-- Licensed Master Plumbers --

New Construction • Remodels • Service 
Boiler Heating Systems • In-Floor Radiant Heating

517-625-6133

Facts and Figures on Farm Safety
  According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, agriculture is among the most hazardous indus-
tries. Fatal and nonfatal injuries pose a significant threat 
to farmers, including the many young people who work on 
farms. The National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health, in an effort to promote productive and safe work-
places, supports programs that conduct research on injuries 
associated with agriculture, as well as pesticide exposure, 
pulmonary disease, musculoskeletal disorders, hearing 
loss, and stress. Studying the results of such research, 

compiled by NIOSH, may compel veteran and novice 
farmers to further emphasize safety measures and promote 
practices that can reduce risk for accidents on the farm.
• Estimates indicate that there were roughly 2.1 million 
full-time workers employed in production agriculture in 
2017 and between 1.4 and 2.1 million hired crop workers 
employed annually on crop farms in the United States.
• An estimated 893,000 young people under 20 years of 
age resided on farms in 2014. More than half of those 
young people performed farm work, and an additional 
266,000 youth were hired to work on farms in 2014.
• Each day, roughly 100 agricultural workers suffer inju-
ries that cause them to miss time at work.
• In 2014, 12,000 youth were injured on farms, and 4,000 
of those youths could trace their injuries to farm work. 
• In 2016, 417 farmers and farm workers died from 
work-related injuries. Tractor overturns and other trans-
portation incidents were the leading cause of death for 
these farmers and farm workers.
• A rollover protection system, or ROPS, is a structure, 
similar to rollcages and rollbars in cars and trucks, in-
tended to protect farm equipment operators from injuries 
caused by overturns or rollovers. NIOSH notes that an 
ROPS is the most effective way to prevent overturn deaths. 
Despite that, in 2014, only 62 percent of tractors used on 
farms in the U.S. were equipped with an ROPS.  TF189300

disappearing farmland and 
natural areas
  Sprawl is claiming farmland at the rate of 1.2 million 
acres a year, says National Geographic. When habitats 
are removed, wildlife is displaced and it can cause quite 
a ripple. Humans often have more run-ins with wild 
animals as these animals seek out new homes and food 
sources. For example, in many areas urban sprawl and 
more roads being built through wildlife habitats have 
displaced deer from their natural habitats, leading to a 
rise in deer-vehicle collisions, according to the Insurance 
Information Institute. Around one million deer-vehicle 
collisions occur each year in the United States. 
More environmental waste
  Where there are more people, there will be more garbage. 
That increases the chances of urban run-off, which is the 
run-off of chemicals, including heavy metals, motor oil, 
gasoline, and housing products, into water sources and 
natural landscapes.
  Urban sprawl can have a positive impact, but it’s 
important that the effects of such sprawl on the planet not 
be overlooked.  TF172795

Environmental Side Effects of Urban Sprawl 
Continued from Page 5
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Are Backyard Chickens 
Right for You? 
  Raising backyard chickens has been a growing phenome-
non for several years. Many cities have passed laws legal-
izing backyard chickens, encouraging many to raise chick-
ens as a rewarding hobby. 
  One of the biggest benefits to raising backyard chickens is 
that their eggs are fresher and often tastier than store-bought 
varieties. Hens can lay one egg per day. Multiply that egg per 
hen, and breakfast is always available. 
  Another benefit to chickens is they produce a natural fertilizer that can be used in gar-
dens. “The Old Farmer’s Almanac” says chicken manure can be composted, aged and 
eventually added to the garden. In about six months, a person will accumulate about 
one cubic foot of manure per chicken. Egg shells and other compostable material can be 
added to create an even richer formula.
  Chickens also can help control bugs around the yard, offers the experts at Tractor Supply 
Company.
  Before investing in back-
yard chickens, people 
should determine if chick-
ens will fit with their life-
style. Costs and care are a 
big consideration. 
  Each chick will cost any-
where between $3 to $5 a 
bird. Then there’s feed to 
consider. The most expen-
sive item will likely be the 
coop. The experts at The 
Happy Chicken Coop, a 
resource for raising chick-
ens and starting coops, says 
handy men and women can 
build homemade coops, 
but ready-made ones will 
cost a few hundred dollars. 
The coop will need to of-
fer around four square feet 
of space per chicken (or 
what’s recommended for 
the breed). 
  Despite being seemingly 
independent birds, chick-
ens  need people to be 
active caregivers. They re-
quire feed and water daily. 
The chickens will need a 
caregiver while you vaca-
tion. People who are fre-
quently away from home 
should reconsider chickens.
  Chickens also are prone to 
worms, parasites and lice. 
They need to have rear feath-
ers trimmed to stay clean 
and sanitary, and they will 
require an area where they 
can “dust” and self-groom. 
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention ad-
vises not to cuddle and kiss 
chickens like pets because 
they can carry salmonella. 
Not every coop is complete-
ly varmint-proof, and some 
chickens may succumb to 
predators. Squeamish or 
sentimental folks may find 
chickens aren’t the right fit.
Chickens require commit-
ment and care that many 
people can provide. It is 
essential to do one’s home-
work to ensure that back-
yard chickens are a sound 
investment. TF194846
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