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Heritage Tire 

& Service Center
709 W. Broad, Chesaning • 989-845-3040

          (After Hours 989-274-1580)

Farm Use 

Hours: 
Weekdays 
8am-5pm

Sat. 8am-1pm
Sun. Closed

• Farm & Auto Tire 
  Sales & Service
• Farm Truck Tires 
• Alignments 
• Brake Service
• Oil Changes 

• Shocks/Struts 
• Batteries
• Exhaust Repairs
• Stihl Sales 
  & Service

www.heritagetireservice.com

 Baker Insurance Agency
 Call Bill, Jed, Bob, Pat or Tom

11927 Main St., Lennon  810-621-3400
We are independent agents proudly representing

District Year in review
  The Shiawassee Conservation District accomplished a lot in its 70th year. Throughout 
2018, the District assisted local farmers and landowners with undertaking many conser-
vation practices, making a positive impact on our environment and community.
  In 2018, the Conservation District assisted NRCS in bringing $1,007,672 in cost share 
to the county through funding from the Farm Bill. This allowed for the implementation 
of conservation practices on nearly 59,290 acres. Getting conservation on the ground in 
this manner is one of the best ways to protect our natural resources.
  As part of its effort to bring conservation education to the public, the District hosted nu-
merous workshops and outreach events in 2018. County residents learned about organic 
farming, high tunnels, forest management, and cover crops during a well-received Field 
Day in September. The Field Day also featured conservation program opportunities for 
all, with a focus on veteran farmers. Innovative conservation farming and wildlife habitat 
management were highlighted during the District’s winter workshop series. The District 
also offered well water screenings, educated youth about local conservation, and other-
wise spread awareness of the importance of conservation.
  The Conservation District’s youth education program had a great year. Nearly 450 stu-
dents from local schools were given a lesson on trees and received a seedling in celebra-
tion of Earth Day and Arbor Day. The Conservation District reinvigorated a partnership 
with the Shiawassee Family YMCA through a summer program at Camp Shiawassee. 
The program included educational sessions alongside a sustainable vegetable garden 
project funded through a Shiawassee Community Foundation grant. The Conservation 
District also continued its summer program with Shiawassee HOPE in the Pleasant 
Valley Neighborhood. The children attended hands-on education programs and partic-
ipated in two field trips to observe agriculture and conservation in Shiawassee County.
  During its annual tree sale, the District sold 17,920 bareroot trees and shrubs to resi-
dents in Shiawassee County. The dollars earned from our tree sale are utilized to fund 
operations and education programs, as well as used to leverage and secure grant funding 
for the District’s numerous programs. The District’s tree sale also gives county residents 
the resources needed for reforestation, wildlife habitat planting, and landscaping. 
  The District also conducted two electronic waste recycling events. Electronic waste can 
be extremely hazardous to the environment, and the District collected an amazing 72,584 
pounds of electronic waste during its two 2018 collection events which might otherwise 
pollute our environment. This program would not be possible without the financial con-
tribution from Waste Management and support of Shiawassee County.
  The Conservation District’s no-till drill rental program was utilized by local farmers 
to plant nearly 1,000 acres. No-till farming helps to prevent soil erosion and protect our 
water by greatly reducing ground disturbance. It can be used both for planting crops and 
grasses for conservation plantings.
  The Conservation District’s Upper Maple River Watershed Restoration Project was 
in full swing last year. This project includes the District’s Septic System Assistance 
Program, which offers financial resources for qualified homeowners to replace failing 
septic systems. The District funded 13 septic systems replacements, with seven other 
replacements either pending inspection or under construction. The program also allowed 
for 27 Home*A*Systs, which educates homeowners on the importance of environmental 
risks in and around the home. The project also includes an agricultural component to 
provide producers in the Maple River Watershed with resources to adopt conservation 
practices to reduce nonpoint source pollution. The project is funded through a grant from 
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality’s Nonpoint Source Program by the 
US Environmental Protection Agency and will continue through 2020.
  Once again, the District continued its work to provide local farmers with technical guid-
ance through the Michigan Agricultural Environmental Assistance Program (MAEAP). 
This year, the District completed 45 A*Systs with farmers in Shiawassee and Livingston 
counties. Thirteen new MAEAP verifications were completed in Shiawassee County in 
2018, and 16 systems were re-verified in Shiawassee and Livingston counties. MAEAP 
verification indicates that a farmer has taken the steps needed to address any potential 
environmental risks and means that they are in compliance with state and federal envi-
ronmental laws, and the Michigan Right to Farm Law.
  As the Shiawassee Conservation District looks forward and enters another decade of 
service to the community, we would like to thank everyone – past and present – who have 
supported our mission of providing care, informed usage, and protection of our natural 
resources. The District will continue to provide innovative assistance to address natural 
resource conservation.

Board Elections
  The Shiawassee Conservation District is led by a local-
ly elected five-member board, elected to four-year terms. 
Joshua Crambell and Thomas Braid are seeking re-elec-
tion to the Conservation District Board of Directors.
  Joshua, along with his father and brother, operates 
Crambell Farm which consists of dairy herds and 950 
acres of row crop farming. They practice conservation 
tillage and raise corn, soybeans, alfalfa, and wheat. When 
asked why he serves on the Shiawassee Conservation 
District Board, Josh says “I believe as a landowner I am 
responsible for protecting our natural resources. By serv-
ing on the district board I am able to help other Shiawassee 
County residents to do the same.” Josh has served on the 
Shiawassee Conservation District Board since 2015. He 
resides in Corunna with his wife Emily and two children.
  Tom, in partnership with his son Tom, nephew Rob, and 
brother Ed, operates Braid Farms, which consists of dairy 
and beef herds and 2,500 acres of row crop farming. They 
raise corn, soybeans, alfalfa, and wheat. Tom is a past 
president of the Shiawassee County Farm Bureau and is 
the current Chair on the Shiawassee Conservation District 
Board. Tom is proud of the conservation they maintain 
on the farm stating “We need to take care of the land to 
protect the natural resources for future generations.”  He 
has served on the Shiawassee Conservation District Board 
since 1987. Tom resides in Corunna with his wife Sandy.
  The director’s election will be held on February 21, 2019 
during the Shiawassee Conservation District Annual 
Meeting at the D’Mar Banquet & Conference Center, 
1488 M-52, Owosso beginning at 5:30 p.m. Contact the 
conservation district office for details and to RSVP.

Trees Help 
MainTain
WaTer HealTH
  Trees are amazing. They 
provide wildlife and people 
with food and other goods, 
and are also just pleasant to 
look at. But did you know 
that the trees around your 
house and in your woods 
also help to protect the 
quality of our water?
  Perhaps one of the most 
important things trees do 
to protect water quality is 
to slow the flow of rain-
fall. If you’ve ever sought 
shelter under a tree during 
a heavy rainstorm, you’ll 
know that you will end up 
just a little bit drier than if 
you stood directly under the 
sky. That’s because rain hits 
the leaves, branches, and 
the trunk of the tree, and 
will likely have to hit other 
leaves and branches on its 
way to the ground.

  A monarch caterpillar 
on a milkweed plant 
spotted during a field visit 
in August. Fencerows, 
filter strips, and areas 
not best suited for crops 
can make amazing 
pollinator habitat. The 
Shiawassee Conservation 
District can help develop 
a conservation plan 
to create and improve 
pollinator habitat.

  Tree leaves, including 
pine needles, slow the rate 
at which raindrops hit the 
ground, which can de-
crease erosion and runoff 
problems.

Continued on Page 7
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Serving 
Shiawassee 

County
989-413-0954

Garages
Driveways, 

Parking Lots
Decorative Concrete 

Colored Concrete
& More!

Tires & Tubes
50 Different 
Brands Available
including Firestone, 
Goodyear & Titan

WE BUY 
American, 

so you can too!K&J REPAIR
Now Open in Morrice

ENGINE REPAIR
REBUILDS • MACHINING517-625-8284

10929 Bennett Dr., Morrice
Mon-Fri. 9a-6p, Sat. 9a-2p

Sun. Call Kris 989-251-8284

WE MAKE 
HYDRAULIC 
HOSES
1/4”-1” 2-wire

3/4”, 1”, 1 1/4” 4-wire

Alma Bolt Distributor
North American Made Hardware

Your Land, 
Your Plan 
– The Final 
Decision 
is Yours
  A comprehensive conser-
vation plan is the first step 
to managing all the natural 
resources on your land. The 
Shiawassee Conservation 
District will walk the 
property with you and de-
velop options to address 
your needs. Their toolbox 
includes aerial photos, 
soil surveys, engineering 
solutions, and individual 
science-based analysis cus-
tomized for your property. 
Supported by Conservation 
District’s recommenda-
tions, you choose what op-
tions best meet your needs. 
These decisions become 
your conservation plan, a 
step-by-step guide to reach 
your objectives. The plan-
ning process also makes it 
easier to identify how and 
when you could qualify 
for Farm Bill conservation 
program assistance to help 
you install conservation 
systems, or receive incen-
tives for trying new ones. 
  The final plan provides a 
roadmap for keeping your 
land healthy and productive 
for generations to come. It 
includes helpful informa-
tion on each of your con-
servation practices, such 
as, how they benefit your 
farm, maintenance needs, 
and how they improve soil, 
water and wildlife.
  For more information 
on conservation planning 
contact the Shiawassee 
Conservation District. 

  Shiawassee Conservation District Board of Directors (left to right): Larry Lee, 
Treasurer; Duane Leach, Vice Chair; Amanda Martindale, Director; Tom Braid, 
Chair; Josh Crambell, Director.

  Martin, Helen, and Ken Smolek or Smolek Farms achieved MAEAP verification in 
both Farmstead and Cropping Systems in 2018. Their accomplishment is a positive 
reflection of their commitment to protect our environment and their continued part-
nership with the Shiawassee Conservation District.

  Chris Worst is the newest member of the conservation 
district team! Chris is the District’s Invasive Species 
Technician, and graduated from Michigan State with a 
degree in Forestry in 2018. He is eager to help residents 
with both invasive species and forest management. If 
you need help identifying invasive species, dealing with 
an infestation, or improving your woodlot, contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation District office to set up a field 
visit with Chris.

  A tamarack stands in Shiawassee County. While many 
people think “conifer” and “evergreen” mean the same 
thing, tamaracks lose their leaves each fall, despite be-
ing conifers.

MAEAP in Shiawassee County
  The Shiawassee Conservation District (SCD) assists farms of all shapes, sizes, and com-
modities work through the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 
(MAEAP). These services are free-of-charge and confidential. Working closely with the 
SCD, 141 MAEAP verifications on 73 farms have been completed in Shiawassee County 
to date.
  The following are the most-recent farms to receive the distinction of becoming MAEAP 
verified, and will be recognized at the 69th Shiawassee Conservation District annual 
meeting:
• Clay Nole Farm – Farmstead and Cropping Verification
• DeVries Nature Conservancy – Farmstead and Cropping Verification
• Fromm Farms – Farmstead Verification
• David Jacobs, Jr. – Farmstead and Cropping Verification
• Laetus Pullus Farm – Cropping and Forest, Wetland and Habitat Verification
• Smolek Farms – Farmstead and Cropping Verification
• Toy Box Farms – Farming and Cropping Verification

Continued on Page 5
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 ELSESSER’S INC. 
AUTO REPAIR & FABRICATING

Complete Auto Repair 
and Maintenance

2740 W. Lansing Rd., Perry
(517) 625-4278

Master ASE Technicians
Ron Keck 

cell 517-896-5261

Holes -n- More -LLC
Bobcat Service of all Types

 Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

 “Your hole 
is our goal!”

Insured

6 in.   12in.   18in.   24in.   30in.   Holes   

Demolition, Backhoe Work, Bulldozing, 
Backfilling, Landscape Materials and More

FISHERGRAVEL@YAHOO.COM ✧ 989-723-3152

John Fisher, Owner 2153 W. HIBBARD RD.
OWOSSO

DURAND MEAT PROCESSING, INC.

  Home Freezer Meats
 Custom Slaughtering
 Complete Cutting
 Wrapping & Freezing
 Meat by the 1/4 & 1/2

★

★

★

★

★

Pork Also
Available

6358 S. Reed Road, Durand • (989) 288-3403

 PERRY FFA
 27th Annual

 Farm Toy & Craft Show
 PERRY HIGH SCHOOL

 Saturday, March 24 • 8:30am-2:30pm

 Admission: $2.00 - Under 12 Free
 FREE Kids Pedal Pull 10am-12noon Ages 4-10

Pork Roast & Concession Stand
For more info, call 517-625-0030

New 
Lothrop 

Insurance 
Service, 

Inc.
Bryan Gross & 
Mike Zacharda   
Monday-Friday 

8am-5pm 
7499 Cherry St., New Lothrop • 810-638-5061

PENNINGTON 
FARM 

DRAINAGE, 
LLC

Offers expert tile drainage system installation 
through Central Michigan. 

Using GPS mapping and design, we can construct 
a tile drainage system to properly drain your fi elds, 

leading to higher yields and increased profi ts.

▼  75 Years of Combined Experience
▼  Tile Drainage System

▼  Excavating: Ditching, Land Clearing, Drain Fields, 
Commercial & Residential Site Work, Ponds

▼  GPS Mapping & Design

PENNINGTON 
FARM DRAINAGE, LLC

Call Mike for a FREE ESTIMATE
989-413-1940

18885 Sharon Rd., Oakley

▼ ▼ ▼  ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼

Talk to a Forester Before You Cut!
  Have you ever wondered if the trees in your woods are worth any money? Or have you 
ever wondered if your trees are healthy and being properly managed? If the answer to 
any of these questions is yes, then you should make sure to talk to a forester before you 
accept any offers to cut your trees.
Why?
  From a purely monetary perspective, the amount of money you receive can be dependent 
on the economic situation of the mill (or whomever else) buys your trees. If you have a 
woods full of beautiful black cherry or sugar maple trees, one buyer might offer you more 
than another for the same trees. By getting an offer from only a single buyer, you could 
potentially be missing out on a lot of money.
  If you hire a professional forester, they will likely put the sale of your timber out for bid. 
The bidding process essentially pits interested buyers against each other, and allows you 
to accept only the highest-offer bid. Sometimes the difference between the various offers 
is minimal, but sometimes the bidding process can end up earning you a lot more money.
  Foresters can also make sure the harvesting of trees on your property is done right. 
The process of harvesting timber may seem incredibly simple – a few guys go into the 
woods with some chainsaws and cut down some trees, right? – but when done correctly, 
it’s actually a carefully-planned science. A forester can help to prevent compaction and 
erosion of the soil in your woods during the harvest; make sure that the loggers don’t just 
take the best-quality trees and leave the bad ones; promote the growth of tree species that 
will benefit wildlife and the overall value of your woods; and do many other things to 
promote the health of your woods.
  It’s also a good idea to have a long-term plan for your woods. A forest management 
plan will help you to make sure you’re doing everything you can to make your woods 
both benefit the environment, and be ready to harvest again in the future. Contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation District at (989) 723-8263 ext. 3, and we can help you get in 
touch with a forester to write these plans.
  Just remember to talk to a forester before you cut!

  Talking to a professional forester can help you to un-
derstand what’s in your woods, and provide you with 
options to properly manage it.

Our Advertisers Bring This Issue of 
The Independent To You!

Our Advertisers Bring This Issue Of 
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Perry Plumbing, Inc.
-- Licensed Master Plumbers --

New Construction • Remodels • Service 
Boiler Heating Systems • In-Floor Radiant Heating

517-625-6133

Serving Your 
Farm 
Owners 
Insurance
& Business 
Auto Needs   

2021 E. Main St. 
Owosso
989-725-7117
www.jacobsinsurance.com

  The Asian Longhorned Beetle can be most eas-
ily distinguished from other longhorned beetles 
found in Michigan by the bluish coloration on 
its legs and antennae. Photo credit: Joe Boggs, 
Ohio State University, Bugwood.org

You Still Shouldn’t 
Move Firewood
  In October 2018, the Michigan 
Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development ended a quarantine on 
moving ash wood within the state – 
including firewood – that had been 
in place since the initial emerald ash 
borer (EAB) invasion in 2002. But 
despite the repeal, you still shouldn’t 
move firewood in Michigan, or any-
where else.
  Moving firewood is one of the best 
ways to spread a variety of forest 
pests, not just EAB. The first case of 
beech bark disease was reported in 
Ludington State Park in 2000, and it is believed that the beech scale insect responsible 
for infecting beech trees hitched a ride to the park on beech firewood. Beech bark disease 
was also first found in the Upper Peninsula in a campground, also likely due to moving 
firewood. Beech bark disease is now spreading throughout Michigan and is expected to 
decimate the state’s native beech trees.
  The odds of the same thing happening again with another invasive forest pest are high. 
Michigan State University has been actively looking for Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) 
in state parks across Michigan for several years, as campgrounds are among the places 
most likely to be infested first. ALB loves maple trees, and its introduction could be 
devastating to the state’s timber and maple syrup industries. ALB can burrow deep into 
a tree (unlike EAB, which stays just under the bark), making it hard to ensure its absence 
in firewood.
  Moving firewood is therefore just a bad idea. Even though some invasive insects like 
EAB are good flyers and can spread to new areas by themselves once they are established 
in the state, moving firewood can jumpstart an infestation and cause more problems, 
more quickly.
  But perhaps the scariest problem when dealing with invasive species is that we can’t 
know all the potential threats that exist. Seemingly innocuous insects, fish, or seeds could 
be shipped to Detroit from China or elsewhere and cause significant problems. Moving 
firewood can make a problem like this significantly worse by spreading the insects before 
anyone is aware of any threat.
  Moving firewood and other wood products from Michigan to other states is still reg-
ulated by a federal quarantine. If you think you’ve found an invasive species on your 
property, contact the Shiawassee Conservation District today.

MAEAP in Shiawassee County 
Continued from Page 3

  Many other producers in Shiawassee County are working towards verification. While 
becoming MAEAP verified is not an easy task, it can benefit you and your farm in 
many ways.
  MAEAP is open to any Michigan farmer, and a farm can become verified in any of 
four categories: Cropping, Livestock, Farmstead, and Forests, Wetlands and Habitat. The 
SCD will work with you to identify environmental risks on your farm – with no risk of 
being reported for any regulatory violations – and will help you to complete the neces-
sary paperwork.
  Numerous farms in the state have already become MAEAP verified. Not only does it 
recognize you as a good steward of the land, but it also comes with certain regulatory 
benefits and additional access to financial assistance for other environmental programs. 
To learn more about MAEAP, contact the Shiawassee Conservation District today!

  Attendees toured small farmers two high tunnels systems during the Shiawassee 
Conservation Districts Conservation in Action tour held in September. The high 
tunnels were recommended in the farms conservation plan to extend the growing 
season and protect crops from climatic conditions. The farm will be able to grow 
more produce to sell at their farmers market stand.

What is a High Tunnel System?
  Although they may look like a greenhouse, high tunnels are different. Greenhouses are 
usually constructed of glass or metal, with plants grown in pots above the ground. High 
tunnels are polyethylene, plastic or fabric covered hoop structures, with plants grown in 
raised beds or grown directly in the ground. 
  High tunnels protect plants from severe weather and extend growing seasons. They 
improve plant and soil quality and improve water quality from reduced nutrient and pes-
ticide transport. Farmers can use precise tools like drip irrigation to efficiently deliver 
water and nutrients to plants. They also allow farmers a greater ability to control pests 
and protect plants from pollen and pesticide drift. 
  One of the most exciting things about high tunnel systems is that they help farmers pro-
vide their communities with healthy local food for much of the year—food that requires 
less energy and transportation inputs. 
  The Shiawassee Conservation District and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
can provide technical and financial assistance to implement and utilize seasonal high 
tunnels in a farming operation. Cover crops, crop rotation, nutrient management, pest 
management, irrigation system, mulching, and critical area planting are some additional 
conservation practices that can complement a high tunnel system and should be included 
in the conservation plan. Vents and shade clothes are options that can be included in the 
design if needed. In addition, a procedure and timing to remove or roll up the high tunnel 
cover prior to inclement weather, such as heavy ice or snow fall, should be outlined.
  High tunnel systems will be a featured topic at the District’s Small Farm, Big IMPACT 
workshop on March 27, 2019. Genesee Conservation District Technician Brian Schorr 
will share his expertise and experience with growing produce in high tunnel systems in-
cluding crop rotation, and soil preparation. Contact the Shiawassee Conservation District 
to RSVP by March 20, 2019.
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Final Date to orDer
april 5, 2019

Final Date to orDer seeD mixes:
march 15, 2019

SUPPLIES ArE LIMITED.
First orders received will take first priority. 

Payments can be made in cash, Check, or Visa/MasterCard

Send order form & full payment to:
Shiawassee Conservation District

1900 S. Morrice Rd., Owosso, MI 48867
Phone: 989-723-8263 Ext. 3

Pick up dates and times
Thurs., April 18, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
& Fri. April 19, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Orders can be picked up the 
Shiawassee County Fairgrounds

Draft Horse Barn
2900 E. Hibbard Rd., Corunna

      Age
1st number: years grown in seedling bed,
                    P=1 year grown in plug container
2nd number: years grown in transplant bed

Example: 2+1 is a 3 year old seedling, 
                 grown 2 years in a seedling 
                 bed and 1 year in a transplant bed

Spring 2019 
Tree Sale 
Order Form
Shiawassee 
Conservation District

Name_________________________________

Address _______________________________

City________________  Zip_______________

Phone-Day______________  Evening________

Email_________________________________

It is unlawful for these trees, shrubs and other plants to be re-
sold with the roots attached in accordance with the insect Pest 
and Plant Disease Act. PA 189 of 1931 as amended.
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Farm & Truck Tires
    “In the Field and on the Farm Sales and Service”

Serving you with 
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

of Farm and Truck Tires45 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

224 S. Cedar St., Owosso
989-666-0746

TERRY’S TIRE 
   SERVICE

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Farm & Volume Discounts • Front Discharge Mixers

1 & 2 Yard Long Concrete Blocks
Serving The Owosso Area For Over 50 Years

Phone:  (989) 723-1295 or 1-800-442-4541
441 Cleveland, Owosso

OWOSSO
READY MIX CO.

Owned & Operated by Bob Ardelean

FREE ESTIMATES

Hours: M-F 9am-5pm   Sat. 9am-1pm

Corunna Mills
417 S. Shiawassee St.
Corunna, MI 48817
Phone 989-743-3110

Fax 989-743-6204

Family Owned and Operated
Locally Grown Feeds

DEWEY’S 
TRADING POST

104 S. Maple Ave., Maple Rapids
989-682-4158

Meat Bundles
consisting of Chicken, 
Beef, Pork, Hot Dogs

35#, 40#, 45#, 50#, 55#
*please order meat bundles 

24 hours in advance.

Homemade

Smoked 

Sausages

AVAILABLE! 

Celebrating 62 Years
1957-2019 

GRAIN SHOW
March 14, 6-7:30pm

FFA Room 105

 Corunna FFA

Clare • DeWitt • Ionia
989-386-2192    517-669-5533     616-522-1450

cedealer.com

 Student Volunteer - 8 Hours to Highest Bidder
Buyers have one year to use workers. Money raised help send

FFA members to leadership conferences/conventions.

 BYRON FFA 
WORK AUCTION
 – Tim Narhi Auctioneer & Associates –

Tues.,  March 19 • 7:00pm
Byron High School Cafeteria

FARM OWNERS 

Insurance 
is Our Field

Insurance 
is Our Field

Sovis Insurance Agency
615 W. Broad St. • Chesaning, MI 48616

(800)-968-2080 • sovis@sovisins.com

Contact Us Today!

(989) 845-3400 • www.sovisins.com

Freezer Pork • Feeder Pigs • Hog Roasting
Jeremy McAllister • 989-666-0206 • Amber McAllister

  The Shiawassee Conservation District made wa-
ter quality bracelets with kids during the Shiawassee 
County Fair. Each bead symbolizes a different water 
quality topic, helping to teach kids things they can do 
to protect our water resources.

  The Shiawassee Conservation District will once again 
be at the Shiawassee Home & Garden Business Expo 
on March 9 and 10, 2019. Stop by and learn how the 
conservation district can help you to protect our nat-
ural resources. From conservation planning to septic 
system assistance, we are here to help you!

Trees Help MainTain WaTer HealTH  
Continued from Page 2
  This significantly slows the speed at which rain hits the 
ground. Slowing the speed of raindrops means that the 
raindrops will hit the ground with less force, which can 
help to decrease erosion. Preventing the rain from hitting 
the ground all at once also reduce runoff into rivers and 
sewer systems.
  Decreased runoff and erosion means less nutrients or 
pesticides will get washed into surface water. This is true 
not only in rural settings, where agricultural pesticides 
and fertilizers are of concern, but in towns and cities as 
well, where street trees slow the rate at which pollutants 
from lawn herbicides, parking lots, and other sources flow 
into sewer systems.
  So, trees are more amazing than you thought! If you’d 
like assistance planting trees on your property or would 
like to know which trees are right for where you live, con-
tact the Shiawassee Conservation District. And be sure to 
check out our annual tree sale this spring!

Shiawassee Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice road, Owosso, MI  48867

(989) 723-8263 ext. 3
www.shiawasseeccd.org
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 A Solid Investment!

• We will survey • Design system • GPS Mapping for customer
• We will submit a written proposal 

Call Dennis or Jim for a Free Consultation of your Water Management Needs.

 WATER MANAGEMENT 
SPECIALISTS, INC.

(517) 628-8001 • cell (517) 206-1245 • (517) 206-1243

 In today’s economy, every day and every dollar 
is precious. Getting your crop planted and 
harvested on time may mean the difference 
between a profi table year or a loss. A properly 
designed and installed water management 
(drainage) system can help make this difference. For 42 years we’ve been working with area 
farmers to help them increase crop productivity, resulting in increased profi tability.

 “Quality 
Is Our 

Number One 

Priority!”

 1596 S. College Rd.
Mason

Offering over 75 years of combined experience.

Investment and Insurance Products:

If your current fi nancial advisor doesn’t know the diff erence between a bale of straw or hay, give us a 
call. We understand your business and will develop a plan to help preserve your legacy. The Schluckebier 
Hood Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors has been advising farm families throughout 
Michigan for more than 30 years. Our knowledge of the needs of farm families, combined with a hands-
on approach to investing, have been a welcome change for our clients. And they can be for you, too.

The Schluckebier Hood Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
201 N. Washington St., Owosso, MI 48867
989-725-8131 • 1-800-725-8131
www.advisingfarmfamilies.com
www.wfadvisors.com/schluckebier-hood

  NOT  FDIC-Insured   NO Bank  Guarantee   MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member 
SIPC, a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affi  liate of Wells Fargo & Company. ©2019 
Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved. 0219-00871.

  

• Legacy/succession planning
• Retirement plans & Consolidation of retirement assets
• Strategies designed to help preserve accumulated wealth
• Investment management
• Cash Flow Management

Sharp small spikes

Bright-red
elongated
berries

  This Japanese barberry shrub was spotted in a Shiawassee County 
woodlot in January. Note the shape of the berries, and the sharp spikes.

Invaders in our 
Community
  Not every pretty plant you see in your 
woods is supposed to be there. Invasive 
plants are found in forests throughout 
Shiawassee County, and they pose a seri-
ous threat to native species.
  One such invasive plant you may find in 
your forest is Japanese barberry (Berberis 
thunbergii). Native to Japan, Japanese 
barberry is widely planted as a landscape 
shrub. Its berries are eaten by birds, which 
spread their seeds to new areas.
  So why is Japanese barberry a problem? 
If left to itself, it can become very dense 
and shade out native plants. Japanese 
barberry is also involved in increasing 
levels of Nitrogen in the soil, and is even 
associated with an increase in Lyme 
disease-spreading ticks in areas where 
it is found.
  Japanese barberry is easily identified by 
its tiny bright-red berries, which can be 
found well into the winter, if they hav-
en’t been eaten by birds or other animals. 
The plant also has very sharp, tiny spines 
which can be found just under the leaves. It is often found 
along the edges of forests and in open areas, but it can be 
found inside a forest as well.
  If you find a tiny Japanese barberry shrub on your prop-
erty, you can probably pull it out by hand. But be care-
ful of the spines, and make sure you wear gloves! Larger, 

more-established shrubs will likely require herbicide or 
more-intensive mechanical control.
  The Shiawassee Conservation District can help you 
to identify invasive species on your property, and work 
with you to develop a conservation plan to manage them. 
Contact the SCD today to get started!

  A cover crop of oats growing in between the corn rows in this Shiawassee County 
field. By aerial seeding the oats in August, the soil will be covered after the corn 
is harvested. Oats are very good for building soil, scavenging nitrogen, preventing 
weeds, and protecting soil from erosion.

  State Historic Preservation Office Archaeologist Sta-
cy Tchorzynski spoke at the District’s Farming for the 
Future workshop held in March. She talked about how 
conservation practices may impact cultural resources, 
and how farmers can learn to become more aware of 
their role in documenting historic finds. She brought 
along some historic finds to show the group, including 
arrowheads and chert.
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Applebee Oil 
& Propane
Volume Discounts 
On Farm Fuels

108 Mill St., Ovid
989-834-2828 or 800-882-0876

• SOY-DIESEL

• ETHANOL FREE 90 OCTANE 

  RECREATIONAL GASOLINE

At the forefront of 
Michigan Ag Marketing

®

(989) 720-SELL
www.sheridanauctionservice.com

  Shiawassee Conservation District staff and volunteers are dedicated to protecting 
our environment from harmful materials commonly found in electronic waste. Me-
lissa Higbee is pictured along with volunteers during the Conservation District’s 
recycling event in October 2018.

What You Might Not Know About Electronic Recycling
  In 2013, the Shiawassee Conservation District launched a highly successful electronic 
recycling program in partnership with Comprenew. Recently, the District sat down with 
Scott Vanerkooy at Comprenew to discuss electronic recycling and see what happens to 
the items that are dropped off during our collections.
Tell us about Comprenew. How long have you been around? What do you do there?
  Comprenew is a nonprofit electronic refurbisher and recycler, committed to giving re-
tired electronic devices new life, whenever possible. We maintain the highest internation-
al standards in electronics recycling and data security, ensuring your confidential data is 
never compromised.
  Comprenew was founded in 1986 as a for-profit refurbisher of mainframe computer 
equipment serving leasing companies, becoming the foremost refurbisher and repairer 
of IBM 5080 CADCAM equipment in the 1990s. In 2004, due to its shifting focus from 
for-profit to social enterprise, Comprenew became a nonprofit organization and expanded 
its activities to include programs through which we serve at-risk and marginalized pop-
ulations. Through our Service Learning program, we offer volunteer opportunities for 
schools, churches, businesses, and other organizations.
  Our motivation in becoming a nonprofit recycling company was that we recognized that 
electronics could cause great harm to the environment. This was because manufacturers 
were making items without the end of life in mind leading to an abundance of abandoned 
electronics entering landfills and dump sites overseas. 
Why should we recycle electronics? 
  Electronic waste, or e-waste is a growing concern that is exacerbated by our fast-

paced consumer cycle 
and product innovation. 
Cadmium, mercury, 
lead, americium, arsenic, 
beryllium oxide, and flame 
retardants are just a few 
hazardous materials com-
monly found in e-waste. 
It is essential that these 
harmful elements are kept 
out of landfills where they 
contaminate ground water 
and release toxic chemicals 
into the atmosphere.
  We actually promote reuse 
before recycling. Reuse ex-
tends the lifecycle of elec-
tronics and their value, and 
is a more environmentally 
sound approach. It reduces 
waste and manufacturing 

Continued on Page 11

  Oats and oilseed radish cover crop planted on a Shiawassee County farm. This 
mix was recommended in the producers conservation plan to break up compaction, 
scavenge nitrogen and improve overall soil health.
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Than� ��u t� �ur �ener�us �ee�n� S��ns�rs� 
Alderman’s • Applebee Oil and Propane • B & C Jeff Bartz & Co. 

Cesal Well Drilling • Corunna Mills • Fer�lizer Dealer Suppl� • Fisher Redi‐Mix 
Graff Chevrolet Durand • Greenstone Farm Credit Services • J & H Oil • JM Ag Service 

Luke’s Ag Solu�ons • Meal & More • Miller and Bartz Sep�c • Nutrien Ag Solu�ons 
Pennington Farm Drainage • Duane Leach, Washburn Seed • Zmitko Seed Farm 

Featured Presenta��n by� 
Jeremy Peters 

 
 
 
 

�he Na�onal Associa�on of 
Conserva�on Districts �NACD� is 
the nonpro�t organiza�on that represents America’s 
3,000 conserva�on districts. �he associa�on was 
founded on the philosoph� that conserva�on decisions 
should be made at the local level with technical and 
funding assistance from federal, state and local 
governments, and the private sector. As the na�onal 
voice for all conserva�on districts, NACD supports 
voluntar�, incen�ve‐driven natural resource 
conserva�on programs that bene�t all ci�zens.  

If you need accommodations to participate in this event, please contact the Shiawassee Conservation District at 
(989) 723-8263, ext. 3 by February 12, 2019. USDA is an equal opportunity employer, provider, and lender.  

SHIAWASSEE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
CELEBRATING 

70 YEARS OF CONSERVATION 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 
 

Doors open at 5:30 PM, Dinner served at 6:00 PM 
D’Mar Banquet & Conference Center 

1488 N. M‐52, Owosso MI  48867 
 

RSVP by February 12, 2019 
Shia�assee ��nser�a��n �istrict (989) 723‐8263 x3 

Kenneth Allen 
will be honored as the 

2018 ��nser�a��n Farmer �� the �ear 

   KENNETH ALLEN (right) is the 2018 Conservation Farmer of the Year. Allen 
is shown in a 2017 photo beside his father, Edward, who passed away just last De-
cember. Both gentlemen have been lifelong farmers and conservationists, living in 
Hazelton Township.

(Courtesy Photo)

2018 Conservation Farmer of the Year
   The Shiawassee Conservation District awarded the 2018 Conservation Farmer of the 
Year to Kenneth Allen. Allen will be recognized for his conservation practices in the 
upcoming annual meeting to be held on Thursday, Feb. 21.
   As the 2018 Conservation Farmer of the Year, Allen is a lifelong farmer – 3rd gen-
eration in his family to farm in Hazelton Township. His daughter and son-in-law are 
now representing the 4th generation to farm in the township, and his grandchildren have 
expressed an interest in farming, as well. Allen’s great-grandfather farmed elsewhere, 
though Kenneth grew up in Shiawassee County, under the guidance of his grandfather 
and father.
   Currently Allen farms around 350 acres, alternating between wheat, corn and soybeans, 
with a stronger focus on soybeans and corn in recent years.
   Allen is verified under the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 
(MAEAP) in farmstead, cropping, and in forest, wetland and habitat systems. He stores 
pesticides and liquid fertilizers in an agrichemical handling facility, while loading his 
sprayer inside of the facility – reducing the risk of spills during product mixing, and the 
risk of pollution to surface water, groundwater, air and soil.
   Allen shared that his grandfather and father had installed “grass and waterways which 
were still there when I bought the farm, so I still maintain those,” referencing structures 
that are in place to prohibit erosion along creeks. 
   Related to these early practices, Allen now utilizes cover crops as seasonal vegetative 
cover which again offers the benefit of reducing erosion (due to wind or water) while also 
improving soil quality, protecting water quality, minimizing soil compaction and reduc-
ing weed pressures. In conjunction with this, nutrient and pest management plans are in 
place. According to Allen, the pest management plan identifies and outlines measures to 
control weed problems.
   Allen has an on-farm secondary containment facility for petroleum based fuel tanks. 
These tanks are double walled and are situated on a concrete pad, again minimizing the 
risk of accidental leaks that might threaten ground waters/surface waters.
   In discussing wildlife habitat and woodlands, Allen explained that he has plans un-
derway to plant small trees in 2019 to help improve his seven-acre wooded area. It is his 
estimate that decades ago, his woods were pastured, meaning that the current trees are 
mostly all of the same size and age because the underbrush was eliminated by livestock 
(cows). He hopes to create new habitat for rabbits, deer and other wildlife. He has been 
working toward removing invasive species, as well. The new trees and shrubs along with 
conservation cover should work toward creating a better habitat for pollinators, too – ob-
viously essential to agriculture.
   Reflecting on woodland changes he has witnessed, Allen said he recalls that as a teen, 
it was really something if he saw four or five deer together. Now, the deer herds are much 
larger – sometimes nearing forty or more.
   As well as being a lifelong farmer and conservationist, Allen owned and operated 
a residential construction company for numerous years. He is now semi-retired from 
construction. He has two adult daughters and five grandchildren, ages seven to 15, and 
he resides, along with his wife, just barely to the northwest from the property that his 
grandfather and father both farmed. 
   Allen discussed his connection with the NRCS, the Shiawassee Conservation District 
and also the Farm Service Agency (FSA), of which he is a board member. “Farming is 
just in your blood,” he shared.
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www.greenstonefcs.com

costs, requires less energy and provides job opportunities.
What does it mean to be certified by responsible 
recycling (r2) and e-Steward Standards?
  Comprenew is the only nonprofit electronic recycler in 
the world, and the only recycler in Michigan, certified   by 
both R2-Responsible Recycling© and e-Stewards Standard 
for Responsible Recycling and Reuse of Electronic 
Equipment®. Both standards guard against electronics 
going to the landfill or exported to another country. 100 
percent of our recycling occurs in the United States. Data 
security is also a component of these certifications. These 
standards ensure that all data is completely sanitized and 
removed before items are recycled or refurbished. The 
final aspect of these certifications is that we ensure the 
health and safety of our workers from collection sites all 
the way downstream of recycling.
  Certified electronics recyclers must demonstrate through 
audits and other means that they continually meet specif-
ic high environmental standards and safely manage used 
electronics. Once certified, continual oversight by the in-
dependent accredited certifying body holds the recycler to 
the particular standard.
Where does the recycling take place? 
  Our main facility is located in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
We break down as much as possible at the facility it-
self. Nothing that we take in leaves this country, which 
is ensured through the R2-Responsible Recycling© and 
e-Stewards® Standards certifications. 
  We have 23 permanent collection sites in Michigan 
and numerous single event collections across the state 
throughout the year. For these single collections, sorting 
begins during the event. As items are taken in, staff sepa-
rates them and begins to assess what will be recycled and 
the process by which it will be broken down. This is cru-
cial to keeping costs of recycling residential electronics as 
low as possible. 
What are the costs to recycle electronics? 
  At Comprenew, we have a two-source approach to re-
cycling: corporate and residential. We strive for a 50/50 
split between these two sources. We do this because 

recycling electronics is very expensive and residential 
items are typically cost negative materials. This means 
that it costs more to recycle an item than could ever be 
recovered. For example, a Cathode Ray Tube (CRT) TV 
contains between 4 and 8 pounds of lead. It is very ex-
pensive to extract and recycle this dangerous metal. Other 
examples of cost negative materials taken in during a res-
idential collection are printers, hair-dryers, and vacuum 
cleaners. These items contain lots of plastics and offer 
little value in recycling. Another high cost of residential 
collections comes from moving the items. The costs to 
package and truck materials is something that continues 
to grow. 
  Once the trucks are back at our main facility in Grand 
Rapids, staff removes and begins to break down items. 
It is important that items are carefully sorted during the 
collection, because it speeds up the process of recycling 
right from the truck and allows us to keep costs lower for 
residential collections.
  We offset some of the costs of residential collections 
by servicing corporate operations. Items typically taken 
in from corporations are laptops, computer towers, and 
network items. These items are easier to break down. 
Furthermore, after the items are completely free of data 
through our sanitation process we are able to offer them 
as refurbished items. In this way we are extending the life 
of electronics and reducing the stream of items that need 
to be recycled through promoting reuse.
The District holds collections at a secure/gated loca-
tion. Why is it important to have a secure site for a 
collection?
  Security during a recycling collection event is crucial. 
Unsupervised sites are susceptible to theft and breaches of 
data. Having a secure location during a collection also pro-
tects the community from injury and escape of potentially 
harmful materials into the environment. Comprenew ap-
preciates the location that the Conservation District uses. 
It allows for collection of items beyond what can be loaded 
into the trucks brought on collection day. Having a secure 
location is also a benefit to the public, as more items can 
be taken during a single day event. This site, in particular, 
is nice because it has a hazardous waste facility and is a 
locked and gated location.
  The District’s next Electronic Recycling event will be 

held on Saturday, May 4, 
2019 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the Chippewa Trail lo-
cation just north of VG’s 
Grocery on M-52 in 
Owosso. The electronics 
recycling program is coor-
dinated by the Shiawassee 
Conservation District, 
with financial assistance 
provided by Shiawassee 
County because of the 
generous corporate dona-
tion provided by Waste 
Management-Venice Park. 
Contact the District office 
or visit their website at 
www.shiawasseeccd.org 
for more information.

What You Might Not Know About 
Electronic Recycling
Continued from Page 9

Shiawassee Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice road

Owosso, MI  48867
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3

www.shiawasseeccd.org

Save the Oaks!
  If you care about the oak trees on your property, you 
should be careful about when you cut or prune them. 
Wounding oak trees at the wrong time could lead to their 
infection by a deadly disease.
  Oak wilt threatens oak trees in Shiawassee County and 
the rest of Michigan. While the disease is caused by a fun-
gus, it’s spread by tiny beetles called picnic beetles. Picnic 
beetles are attracted to chemicals released by oak trees 
when they are wounded or already infected with oak wilt, 
so cutting an oak tree during the wrong time of year great-
ly increases the chances of your trees becoming infected.
  Oak wilt was first found in Michigan in the 1970s, and 
has been in the United States since at least the 1940s. The 
exact origin of the fungus which causes the disease is un-
known, but the current research suggests it is likely not 
native to the United States. The United States is, however, 
the only country in which the fungus has been found, add-
ing to the mystery.
  The disease primarily affects oaks in the red oak group, 
including northern red oak, northern pin oak, black oak, 
and several others. Oaks in the white oak group – includ-
ing white oak, swamp white oak, bur oak, etc. – are con-
sidered less susceptible, but can still become infected.
  Once an oak tree is infected with oak wilt, it can infect 
nearby trees by spreading the fungus through their roots. 
This is especially concerning in a place like Shiawassee 
County, where red oak is a common species in woodlots. 
One infected tree can potentially kill every red oak in a 
forest, if not caught early.
  So what should you look for in your forest when scouting 
for oak wilt? The most obvious symptom will likely be 
dying leaves on what should be an otherwise healthy tree. 
The leaves will begin to die from the top of the tree and 
move downwards. The dying tree will also likely drop its 
leaves, which can look green, brown, or green with brown 
along its edges.
  The best time to look for symptoms of oak wilt is June 
through the end of August. The disease can act fast, so a 
tree that appears healthy in the early spring may appear 
dead by the end of summer.
  To help prevent the spread of oak wilt, you definitely 
shouldn’t cut oak trees while the picnic beetles are most 
active (mid-April through mid-July), and you still really 
shouldn’t cut oaks until they’ve lost their leaves for the 
year. Ideally, you should only cut oaks from November 
(again, after the leaves have fallen) to about mid-March. 
Entomologists at Michigan State are currently conducting 
research to see if these dates can be refined, but nothing 
new has been determined yet.
  Oh, and of course, don’t move firewood! If you move fire-
wood from an infected oak tree, it can lead to the infection 
of a new area. Moving firewood is a bad idea generally, as 
it can spread other diseases and invasive insects, not just 
oak wilt.
  To date, there have been no confirmable cases of oak 
wilt in Shiawassee County, however there have been con-
firmed cases in Livingston County, and unconfirmed cases 
in Gratiot County.
  A tree in the red oak group that becomes infected will 
die, as no treatment currently exists to destroy or inhibit the 
fungus in an infected tree. It is therefore very important to 
catch a potential outbreak early. If you think you have a tree 
that has been infected with oak wilt, contact the Shiawassee 
Conservation District know, and we can assist you.
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OVER 60,000 ACRES SOLD AT

AUCTION
Pavlik Auction & Real Estate is an Auction Company and Real Estate Offi ce 
based in Alma, Michigan.

We’re privileged to have had the opportunity to achieve the following:

1. An uninterrupted history for conducting real estate auctions for over forty 
(40) years with a proven specialty focus of selling farmland.
2. The sale of over 60,000 acres of land in Central Michigan and the 
surrounding regions.
3. Representatives of market leaders in banking, new business 
development, legal services, trust departments and countless individuals.
4. A track record of auctions that capture a selling price above Seller’s expectations.
5. Complete protection for the Seller - if we don’t realize a satisfactory price on the Seller’s real estate, they do 
not have to sell.

Farm values are at an all time high. If the time is right for you to consider
selling your farm, put our experience to work for you.
“Let’s talk it over about selling your farm AT AUCTION”

Pavlik Auction
& Real Estate L.L.C.

John Pavlik • John Pavlik, Jr.
Realtor • Auctioneer

Phone (989) 463-4903
Fax (989) 463-1393

637 Wright Avenue • Alma, Michigan 48801
www.pavlikllc.com

Hours Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. by appt.

Doug Perry, Owner

Draw Tite Hitches, Meyer Plows, Wiring, 
Repair, Truck & Car Accessories

PH 989-725-9977

710 S. CHIPMAN ST. 
OWOSSO

fax 989-729-6559

  For the second summer, the Conservation District 
worked in partnership with Shiawassee HOPE to 
bring conservation education to the Pleasant Valley 
Neighborhood. The District brought hands-on activi-
ties that covered invasive verses native species, reduc-
ing, reusing and recycling, understanding water, and 
wildlife conservation. The kids also participated in two 
field trips to observe agriculture and conservation in 
Shiawassee County, including I’m All Ears Popcorn 
Farm (pictured) and Green Meadow Farm.
  “This youth education program is successful because 
it helps to bridge the summer learning gap through 
education and exposure to conservation in Shiawassee 
County,” states Conservation District Board Treasurer 
Larry Lee, “We are proud to be able to offer this pro-
gram without charge to this neighborhood. Funding 
comes from community donations made during elec-
tronic recycling and other District events. We thank 
the community for your support in making this pro-
gram possible!”

Wildlife 
Food Plots
  Good wildlife habitat 
must provide cover, wa-
ter, space, and food for the 
desired wildlife species. 
If any of these elements is 
missing, that element be-
comes a limiting factor for 
the wildlife population. If 
food is a limiting factor, 
food plots may be planted 
to improve the habitat.
  Food plots should be 
nourishing, readily avail-
able, and near cover. They 
should be at least 1/4 acre 
in size and no larger than 
five acres. Generally, it is 
better to have small food 
plots scattered throughout 
good cover than to have 

one large plot adjacent 
to cover. Smaller plots 
can often be incorporat-
ed within or adjacent to 
secure winter cover, such 
as switchgrass and brush-
lands. Song-birds, for 
example, rarely venture 
to food sites more than a 
quarter-mile from secure 
winter cover. 
  Palatability of food plot 
plantings vary from one 
wildlife species to another. 
Therefore, food plot seed 
mixes and planting loca-
tion should be targeted to-
wards the desired wildlife 
species. Careful planning 
will attract wildlife and 
provide nourishing food 
throughout the year, in-
cluding through the critical 
winter months. Consider 

alternating strips of first 
and second-year food plots 
to increase food diversity 
for wildlife species. 
  There are two main types 
of food plots, grain plots 
designed to provide seed, 
and green browse food 
plots which offer vegeta-
tion for wildlife forage. 
A grain food plot offers 
wildlife a place to forage 
for food in late fall, win-
ter, and early spring after 
field crops are harvested. 
Green browse food plots 
provide attractive and nu-
tritious forage for wildlife 
grazing, and supply seeds 
for wildlife in the fall and 
winter. They also attract 
an abundance of insects 
which are vital for game 
birds such as turkey and 

pheasant in the spring and 
summer months. 
  Site conditions such as 
potential weed problems, 
drainage, erosion and soil 
type should be considered 
before planting. Proper 
soil pH and fertility are 
necessary for the intended 
crop. A soil test will de-
termine pH needs and rec-
ommend rates of nutrient 
applications. 
  If herbicides are need-
ed before planting, follow 

label guidance. Perfectly 
weed free plantings are 
not critical for food plots. 
Adding diversity to cover 
and providing protein-rich 
seeds have wildlife value. 
If weeds take over only 10 
to 30 percent of your food 
plot, you may not have to 
be concerned. Slightly re-
duced yields that result 
from some weed competi-
tion are still acceptable for 
wildlife value.

 The Shiawassee 
Conservation District is 
offering five food plot seed 
mixes through their spring 
tree sale. Forage pea and 
bean mix, no-till deer plot 
mix, fall and winter mix, 
deer screen switchgrass 
blend, and game bird mix. 
Contact the conservation 
district office at (989) 723-
8263 ext. 3 or www.shi-
awasseeccd.org for mix de-
tails. Seed mixes must be 
ordered by March 15, 2019.
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 LLOYD MILLER 
& SONS, INC.

TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT COMPANY
989-743-4049  

3695 E. M-21, Corunna
www.lloydmillerandsons.com

EXCELERATOR® 8005 
VERTICAL TILLAGE SYSTEM
• Excalibur® blade captures and sizes residue
• Adjustable gang angle varies soil movement and residue mixing
• Star Wheel™ treaders aggressively mix soil and residue while sizing clods
• 24/7® dual range conditioner provides fi nal clod sizing and fi rming
11’ to 50’ WORKING WIDTHS

�������
Rentals

Licensed
Repairs

�������
�����������

Trucks 
Trailers

989-288-2611

Industrial
Waste Hauling Inspections

Lowboy Transport

Site Clearing

Excavation

Ponds

Family owned & locally 
operated  business.BR0THERS

6619

11950 East Newburg Road • Durand, MI  48429

�������������������������������������

Women for the Land
AGDAILY.com
  American Farmland Trust published its Women for the 
Land program report, “Testing the Women Landowner 
Conservation Learning Circle Model.” The report, along 
with illustrative profiles and videos, further supports 
previous research that lady landowners are important in 
the broader implementation of conservation practices on 
farms. The interviews also show women-only learning 
circles work as a means for expanding conservation ac-
tions and that women who participated want to learn more.
  Nearly 301 million acres of U.S. land — about a third of 
the nation’s land in farms — are now farmed or co-farmed 
by women, and at least 87 million additional acres are in 
the hands of women landowners. Research shows many 
women farmers and landowners have a strong conserva-
tion and stewardship ethic. They are deeply committed to 
healthy farmland, farm families, and farm communities. 
However, women face gender barriers affecting their abil-
ity to manage their land for long-term sustainability. And 
while women increasingly are the primary decision mak-
ers on farms and inclined towards conservation, they are 
underrepresented in use of USDA conservation programs.
  To help address these issues, AFT launched Women for 
the Land. Inspired by the Women, Food and Agriculture 
Network’s Women Caring for the Land program, the initia-
tive includes women-only learning circles designed to break 
down gender gaps and expand women landowners’ knowl-
edge and confidence. Between 2014 and 2017, AFT, WFAN, 
and USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service facili-
tated 13 learning circles in Illinois and 31 in Indiana.
  The results of the participant interviews published in this 

report reveal the value of the program and the real-life 
impact it can have on the land. Women reported taking ac-
tion as a result of attending the learning circles, including 
talking to family members about conservation, speaking 
with their renter specifically about conservation or imple-
menting conservation measures on their land.
  “We know from previous survey work done by WFAN 
that anywhere from 50-70 percent of women who attend 
a conservation learning circle take a conservation action 
within 6-12 months of attending,” said Jennifer Filipiak, 
AFT Midwest director.”
  According to NRCS Illinois State Conservationist Ivan 
Dozier, “Our agency and the programs, assistance and 
practices we offer can’t accomplish anything without will-
ing and interested private landowners. To find a new and 
motivated customer base that needs and wants to do the 
right thing to protect soil and water resources? Nothing 
could make me happier.”
  In the works are materials to help landowners “start the 
conversation” with their farmers and vice versa. AFT 
learned some women are hesitant to talk to their tenant — 
most all of whom are male — as they don’t want to imply 
that he’s not a good farmer. They view the farmer as the 
expert. And, on the farmer side, these conversations can 
cause him to fear he will lose the land to another tenant. 
Providing a tool that helps to address these questions and 
move forward together, AFT believes, will facilitate more 
productive conversations.
  AFT is also expanding the program to additional 
states — currently running learning circles in Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Ohio, and California. To identify 
regional differences and plan for further expansion, AFT 
is conducting a survey of non-operating landowners across 
11 states where there is a high percentage of rented land.

The Shiawassee Conservation 
District will hold a discussion on 
women in agriculture during its 

Small Farm BIG IMPACT 
workshop on 

Wednesday, March 27 from 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the 

Shiawassee County 
Fairgrounds.  

rSVP by calling the 
District by March 20.

Shiawassee Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice road

Owosso, MI  48867
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3

www.shiawasseeccd.org
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Diverse Forests are 
HealtHier Forests
  When the Emerald Ash Borer invaded Michigan, it 
decimated our native ash trees. But some forests were 
more impacted by EAB than others, in large part due 
to forest diversity. Managing your woods to make them 
more diverse can increase their resilience to invasive 
pests and diseases.
  Diversity, in this context, refers to the mix of different 
tree species you have in your forest. Some trees – like 
our native ash species – are susceptible to varying in-
vasive insects. This is true for certain diseases as well, 
such as oak wilt; oak species more closely related to 
red oaks are more susceptible than those more closely 
related to white oaks. Having a forest with a greater 
mix of different species can help to prevent your entire 
forest from being killed in the event of an invasive – or 
native – insect or disease infestation.
  This is true when it comes to planting street trees as well. 
Before the EAB invasion, Detroit had many streets which 
were lined entirely with ash trees. When EAB made its 
way to Detroit, the result was entire neighborhoods which 
not only suddenly lost their shade, but a very expensive 
cost of removal for the city. A very similar situation oc-
curred earlier in the 20th Century when Dutch Elm 
Disease arrived in the state.
  Generally, it is best to think of monocultures as danger-
ous. Sometimes they are necessary; red pine, walnut, and 
other high-value timber species are often planted in large 
plantations, and some species – such as quaking aspen – 
grow in stands that are genetically nearly identical to each 
other. But for the northern hardwood forests most com-
mon in Shiawassee County – forests containing maples, 
beech, oaks, etc. – more diversity is typically better.
  Do you know what you have in your woods? Contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation District if you would like assis-
tance managing your forest.

The poo Code 
  Septic systems are wastewater treatment systems that use 
septic tanks and drain fields to dispose of sewage. They 
are typically used in rural areas where a sanitary sewer is 
not available. When a septic system is correctly located, 
adequately designed, carefully installed and adequately 
maintained, it can treat wastewater for 3 or more decades. 
Knowing the in’s and out’s of a septic system, can help the 
homeowner make sure their system lasts as long as possi-
ble, while protecting water quality.
  If you would like to learn more about septic systems, plan 
to attend the Poo Code on March 14. This workshop will 
cover the basics of a septic system and break down the 
Shiawassee County Sanitary Code. Those who attend will 
have the opportunity to have their well water screened for 
nitrates and nitrites during the workshop.
  Watershed boundaries do not adhere to county lines. 
Water flows from the headwaters of the Maple River in 
Shiawassee County through Clinton and Gratiot Counties 
before joining the Grand 
River in Ionia County to-
ward Lake Michigan. The 
Shiawassee Conservation 
District and Clinton 
Conservation District have 
both been working in the 
Maple River Watershed to 
address issues affecting 
water quality. At the work-
shop, both Shiawassee 
and Clinton Conservation 
Districts will give an up-
date on watershed pro-
grams available in their 
counties. 

  For a limited time, the Shiawassee Conservation District 
is offering the Septic System Assistance Program to 
Shiawassee County residents located in the Maple River 
Watershed. Septic systems must be in a state of failure 
and service a currently occupied primary residence. The 
program will be discussed at the upcoming workshop.
  The Poo Code is planned for March 14 from 6 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Owosso Charter Township Hall. There 
is no cost to attend. For more information about the 
Poo Code workshop or to reserve your spot, contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation District at (989) 723-8263, 
ext. 3 by March 7.
  The Workshop is a part of a larger effort by the 
Conservation District to address nonpoint source pol-
lution in the Maple River Watershed. Funding for this 
program comes from a Conservation District grant from 
the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality’s 
Nonpoint Source Program by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

Organic Farming
  Organic farming is one of the fastest-growing segments of agriculture. It is an eco-
logically-based system that relies on preventative practices to deal with weeds, insects 
and disease. Organic practices require the use of cultural, biological, and mechanical 
procedures that support the cycling of on-farm resources, promote ecological balance, 
and preserve biodiversity. To be “certified organic,” producers must follow regulations 
outlined by the UDSA National Organic Program (NOP).
  Healthy soil is the foundation of organic farming. Diverse crop rotations, cover 
crops, nutrient management and conservation tillage are examples of practices that 
feed the soil, reduce erosion, improve soil structure, and enhance nutrient cycling 
and water retention. 
  An obstacle organic farmers face is weed and pest management. If not dealt with in 
time, weeds can challenge the farmers for years to come. Instead of using chemical 
herbicides, organic farms can implement a variety of conservation practices that sup-
press weeds while building soil health. Practices such as cover crops, crop rotation, 

mulching, and conservation tillage practices such as the roller crimper all work to-
gether to manage weeds. Attracting beneficial insects, like ladybugs, can biologically 
control pests. Companion cropping and installing nesting sites such as bat and owl 
boxes can also help. 
  The process of transitioning land to an organic system takes three years, and the 
application includes: a detailed description of the operation; history of substances ap-
plied over the past three years; organic products grown, raised or processed; and an 
Organic System Plan describing practices and substances used. The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service and the Shiawassee Conservation District can help farmers de-
velop a Conservation Activity Plan for Organic Transition. The plan can serve as a 
portion of the Organic System Plan, which is required for certification.
  More and more farmers will be transitioning to organic practices across the nation 
to meet growing consumer demand. The Conservation District and Natural Resources 
Conservation Service offer technical and financial assistance to develop and implement 
conservation plans for both organic and non-organic producers, which could include 
the practices listed above. Contact the Conservation District office for details.
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Conserving Water At Home
  The average household uses 400 gallons of water per day! Conserving water used at 
home will not only help to keep your water bill lower, but it’s also better for the environ-
ment. When you save water, you reduce pollutant runoff into lakes, rivers, and streams 
as well as extend the life of your sewer or septic system. If you’re considering a water 
conservation plan for your house, there are several tips and tricks you can use to reduce 
your water consumption. Once you make these practices a habit, you’ll be surprised at 
just how much water you can save.
  Most people know to turn the faucet off when brushing their teeth, but there are many 
other ways to reduce your water load. For example, many aren’t aware that old style toi-
lets use 5.5 gallons of water per flush. That is a huge amount of water! New lower flow 
toilets use a fraction of this water that is pressurized, greatly reducing water use. If a new 
toilet is not practical, place a plastic bottle filled with water or a toilet dam in the tank 
to save water. Low-flow plumbing fixtures such as faucet aerators and low-flow shower 
heads combine air with water, which helps prevent splashing and cuts water use.
  For homes with private wells, there are extra considerations to conserve and protect 
drinking water. Contaminants may enter drinking water from many sources. Having 
your water tested regularly is the best way to ensure your well water is safe. Testing for 
nitrates and coliform bacteria are the most common, as they are the primary indicators 
of trouble. Arsenic is a naturally occurring carcinogen in Michigan’s soils. Testing well 
water for arsenic is also recommended. For well owners, water conservation not only 
means less water wasted, but also less wear and tear on your well’s pump and electrical 
components, saving energy and money. 
  There are many more ways to become more water conscious, including reducing use in 
the yard and garden. Using native plants when landscaping reduces the need for watering 
because these plants are adapted to local rainfall amounts. Composting is a way to com-
bine indoor and outdoor water conservation. Not only does composting appropriate food 
scraps and other materials create excellent fertilizer for gardens, but it also reduces the 
amount of trash and material put down the drain. 
  Rural homes without access to municipal sewer likely have a septic system to treat 
household wastewater. It is important to follow a water conservation plan and a septic 
system maintenance schedule to ensure wastewater is properly treated. Pumping your 
septic tank often, protecting the drainfield, conserving water, and know the signs of trou-
ble are all important. Signs of trouble include, slow drains, mushy drainfield, standing 
water in yard, and foul odors in home or yard. 
  A failing septic system and irresponsibly using water are not good situations for the home-
owner or water quality. The Shiawassee Conservation District offers a free in-home con-
sultation to learn more to protect your family from environmental risks in and around the 
home. This Home*A*Syst is free and confidential for homeowners in Shiawassee County. 
  Homeowners in the Maple River Watershed can also inquire about the District’s Septic 
System Assistance Program, which offers financial assistance to homeowners with fail-
ing septic systems. Since launching the program in 2017, 28 homeowners have partici-
pated in a Home*A*Syst. Of the 20 homeowners that enrolled in the program, 13 failing 
septic systems have been replaced and seven more are pending. 
  To learn more about water conservation at home, contact the Conservation District 
to schedule a free Home*A*Syst. The District will be offering a free well water 
screening for nitrates and nitrites at the Shiawassee Home Garden Business Expo 
March 9 and 10. 
  This information is a part of a larger effort by the Conservation District to address non-
point source pollution in the Maple River Watershed. Funding for this program comes 
from a Conservation District grant from the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality’s Nonpoint Source Program by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.

Invasive Plants: Myth vs Fact
  Invasive plants are non-native species that cause harm to the environment, economy or 
human health. Although some may be pretty to look at, they are a major threat to wildlife, 
our communities, yards, and ecosystems. If left unchecked, they can outcompete the nat-
ural landscape and change the diversity of plants and animals to one that can not support 
many organisms, such as beneficial insects and pollinators.
MYTH: It is natural for plants and animals to move around. When people introduce a 
new species, it’s no different than the natural process of species movement.
FACT: People are moving far more species at a much faster rate than any natural colo-
nization of range expansion. By bombarding our ecosystems with many new, aggressive 
species over a short time span, we are exposing them to conditions that would never occur 
without human intervention.
MYTH: All non-native species are bad.
FACT: Many non-native species do not cause problems in the areas where they are in-
troduced and can be important for agriculture, horticulture, medicine, or other uses. The 
species that become invasive are the concern. Invasive species take over native ecosys-
tems, crowding out native species. 
MYTH: I live in an urban area, so I can plant invasive plants in my yard. They will not 
spread to natural areas.
FACT: Your yard can be a source of invasive plants, even if you don’t live near a natural 
area. Invasive plants can be spread many ways, including birds eating fruit and depos-
iting seeds elsewhere, water carrying seeds from your yard to sewers that lead to rivers 
or streams, or by car tires or shoe treads when you travel to parks or recreational areas.
MYTH: Cutting, hand-pulling, or mowing are the best ways to control invasive plants.
FACT: This may be true for some species, but not all. Cutting some plants, such as the 
Canada thistle will only stimulate growth and produce more plants.
MYTH: Biological control methods such as insects are the answer to invasive plant 
problems.
FACT: There is no one miracle fix for controlling invasive plants. Relying on a single 
control method is unlikely to be successful. The best approach is a management plan tai-
lored to specific sites and species that includes a combination of methods. For example, 
mechanical plus chemical control can be an effective way to control autumn olive. Stems 
can be cut and then a herbicide can be painted on the stumps.
You can be part of the solution! 
• Learn how to identify native plants in your area and how to control them.  
• Do not plant invasive plants in your landscape, instead plant a diversity of native plants.
• Remove the invasive plants as soon as you can. It is much easier and less costly to con-
trol a small patch rather than a large one. 
• Make sure seeds are not stuck on your clothes or gear. You do not want to spread them 
into other areas. The same goes for your vehicle, boat and even pets. Clean them before 
entering public land and new rivers, lakes and streams.
• Spread the word! Educate others about invasive plants.
  Contact the Shiawassee Conservation District for assistance with identifying and con-
trolling invasive plants on your property. 

  In 2018, the Conservation District brought back youth conservation program to 
Camp Shiawassee. Working in partnership with the Shiawassee Family YMCA, the 
Conservation District visited the camp throughout the summer season to educate 
young campers about conservation. The program was supported in part by a grant 
from the Shiawassee Community Foundation to establish permanent raised gardens 
to compliment weekly education sessions.
  The Conservation District looks forward to working with the Shiawassee Fami-
ly YMCA to continue educational programs at Camp Shiawassee. The permanent 
raised bed gardens remain at Camp Shiawassee as a means to educate youth about 
conservation and sustainable agriculture. Furthermore, tending to the gardens, in-
creases confidence in raising and preparing locally grown food, and improves like-
lihood of young people making healthy choices. They serve as a symbol of partner-
ship, connecting Conservation District and Shiawassee YMCA goals of a healthy 
youth population contributing toward a healthy environment.

Teresa Esch
Sales Representative

Dawn Kelley
Sales Representative

Kim Lazar
Sales Manager

989-723-1118
1907 W. M-21
Owosso

www.owossoindependent.com
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• Leave equipment at your location - eliminate 
   transportation costs!
• NO commission charged to the seller! (Low entry fee.)
• E-mail photos & descriptions to us or call us to take 
  the photos for a small fee.
• Give us a try and fi nd out why thousands across 
  Michigan and beyond are using our site to buy & sell 
  their equipment!

Albrecht Auction Service
989-823-8835 • www.BidNow.us

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED
Statewide Farm and Construction Equip. Online Auction

@ www.BidNow.us
CALL NOW TO LIST YOUR EQUIPMENT

  The Shiawassee Conservation District can work with landowners to develop and 
implement conservation plans to manage their woods. Properly managing woods 
has many benefits including improved wildlife habitat, more profitable timber sales, 
and adding beauty to your landscape. Contact the Conservation District office for 
details and to get started.

  Greg Lienau, NrCS Soil Conservation Technician and Amanda Martindale, Shi-
awassee Conservation District Board Director packaging fruit trees during the Shi-
awassee Conservation District’s 2018 Spring Tree Sale. Orders are being accepted 
through April 5, 2019 and will be ready for pickup April 18 and 19, 2019.  Contact 
the Conservation District for details.


