Honoring 100 Years Since the End of WWI.
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H The Roles of the Different Branches of the U.S. Military H
United States Navy

Serving to protect the freedom of the seas, the Navy
is another branch of the military that reports directly to
the Department of Defense. Among its many missions,
the U.S. Navy serves to make the seas safe for travel
and trade.

United States Air Force

The United States military is one of the most comprehensive, effective and respected armed forces in the world.
Without the tireless commitment of military personnel from the soldiers on the ground to the support staff behind the scenes - America could not be the world power
it is today.
Each branch of the U.S. military has a unique mission,
and here is a brief rundown of what those missions entail, courtesy of Military.com and the U.S. Department
of Defense.

United States Army

The Army is one of the three military departments that
reports directly to the Department of Defense. The Army
conducts operational and institutional missions around the
world, typically handling land-based missions. The Army
also guards U.S. installations and properties throughout
the world.

The Air Force also reports directly to the Department of
Defense and trains for and maintains global superiority in
air, space and cyberspace. Air Force personnel fly planes,
helicopters and even satellites.

United States Marine Corps

The Marine Corps is a component of the Department of
the Navy. It carries out global missions on both sea and
shore and serves as an expeditionary force. Marines are a
rapid-reaction team and are usually the first boots on the
ground in a conflict.

United States Coast Guard

The Coast Guard safeguards maritime interests through
both civil and military missions. The Coast Guard operates around the world and in domestic waterways
and ports.

United States Army National Guard

The oldest branch of the U.S. military, the National
Guard serves as a complementary force to active duty.
Those in the National Guard are trained to be versatile,
providing for humanitarian aid, domestic emergencies,
combat missions, and homeland security operations.
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The Air Force Reserve, Air National Guard, Army
Reserve, Coast Guard Reserve, and Navy Reserve are
the other branches made up of servicemen and servicewomen who primarily work civilian jobs but may be
called to full-time military duty if necessary.
The U.S. Armed Forces are headed by the President of
the United States. The Secretary of the Department of
Defense reports directly to the Commander-in-Chief. The
DOD controls each military branch, except for the Coast
Guard, which is overseen by the Department of Homeland
Security.
Learn more about the U.S. military at dod.defense.gov.
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The Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs and Services office, located on the third floor
at 201 N. Shiawassee St. in Corunna, is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m., with a lunch period from noon to 1 p.m.
Mike Reeve, the new director as of last March, is a retired U.S. Army major with a
27-year career. He was injured in 2007 from a rocket attack that left him 30 percent disabled, and this experience has allowed him a thorough understanding of the frustrations
that veterans often face. “I’ve walked in those shoes, so I can empathize with veterans,”
Reeve stated in April. His early goal was to have every veteran who visits his office to
understand how important they are to him, with a strong emphasis on empowerment and
making connections. That has not changed in the previous seven months. “My current
goal for our office for the upcoming year is to move to a new location in order to increase
the quality of service to our veterans, their dependents and spouses of the county,” Reeve
stated. “Additionally, I would like to assist in the creation of a Veterans Treatment Court,
a Vet-to-Vet Program, mental health and counseling opportunities within the county VA
department and the increase of transportation opportunities for both the veterans and our
volunteer drivers.”
Reeve also shared that the most common need or request by veterans visiting the office
today relates to seeking information on what benefits they might qualify for, how the office can assist them with an emergent need or help with the death of a veteran. Reeve continued to explain that the Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs and Services also assists
veterans with all forms of financial relief from medical bills, electric, gas or heat, house
and vehicle repairs, foreclosures and housing. They help homeless veterans in locating
temporary shelter until permanent housing can be found, as well.
Reeve elaborated on the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) van used for “transportation to and from medical appointments at either a VA hospital or to and from a medical
appointment referred by a VA facility.” The van is available Monday through Friday
from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. “If an individual either needs a ride or would like to volunteer,
please call our Transportation Coordinator, Paula Jager, at (989) 743-2346. We recently updated our pick-up locations from three in the local Owosso area to the following

locations within the county
– Bancroft, Bennington,
Burton, Byron, Carland,
Corunna, Durand, Easton,
Henderson,
Lennon,
Laingsburg, Morrice, New
Lothrop, Perry, Pittsburg,
Shaftsburg and Vernon,”
shared Reeve.
Since Reeve became director last spring, the office has
seen an increase in homeless veterans. As of October,
nine homeless veterans have
been identified, and along
with the “assistance of other
MIKE REEVE spoke briefly during Chamber AM
local agencies, churches and
in April 10 at the Owosso Big Boy. Reeve is the new
organizations,” the office has
director of the Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs and
found permanent housing for
Services office, located in downtown Corunna in the
eight of the nine homeless Surbeck building.
people. “We’ll assist with
(Independent File Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
their initial transitional stay,
food, gas and toiletries until referring them to the appropriate agency in the county for
follow up and continued care,” shared Reeve.
The Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs and Services office, under Reeve, currently
has three Veteran Service Officers (VSO), one county employee (Marc LeConte), two
“on loan” employees from the Marine Corps League (John Terrell and Jack Johnson),
one administrative assistant (Cindy Flury). Also included on the team in the office is
Transportation Coordinator Paula Jager along with drivers Chuck Hegg, Clayton Breiler,
Eugene Brown, Duane Rose, Douglas Johns and Richard Black. One VSO position is
open – that individual would “assist the veterans, their dependents and spouses with
benefits, claims, emergent needs and burials.” Flury, the administrative assistant, handles
the “day-to-day administration, office operations and all the Relief Fund Requests for a
veteran who has fallen on hard times.” Reeve is adamant in sharing “we never leave a
fallen comrade.”
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H Support Charities that Help Prevent Suicide H

FAYETTE SQUARE Veteran Memorial Plaza
was funded and designed by local Veterans, citizens and the city of Owosso, on May 29, 1950,
to honor those who served and in memory of
those who died. The park was again rededicated
in 2008. 		
(Independent File Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

Owosso Hosting the
2018 Countywide
Veterans Day Parade

Owosso will host the countywide Veterans Day
Parade this year on Monday, Nov. 12. The parade
will line up at Fayette Square on the corner of
Washington and Oliver Streets at 5 p.m with step-off
time at 5:30 p.m.
The public is invited to attend – and honor our
area veterans.

The recent rash of highprofile celebrity suicides
has put suicide in the limelight and underscored how
suicide is a problem that
affects people regardless of
personal wealth or stature.
Within the last year, designer Kate Spade, chef and
author Anthony Bourdain,
alternative rockers Chris
Cornell
and
Chester
Bennington, and popular DJ Avicii took their
own lives.
Suicide is a significant problem that impacts many
people. According to the National Center for Health
Statistics, suicide in the United States has surged to its
highest levels in nearly 30 years. For middle-aged women, the rate has increased by 63 percent, and for men in
the same age range it rose by 43 percent.
While suicide can be an uncomfortable subject, it
is important to speak about it so that those who need
support and possible care can find the help they need.
Mental health conditions such as depression, bipolar
disorder, schizophrenia, and substance abuse are risk
factors for suicide, which has climbed to the 10th leading cause of death worldwide, according to The World
Health Organization.
Offering support to people who are at risk for suicide,
educating yourself about signs of depression and limiting vulnerable people’s access to harmful substances
and items are some ways to reduce the risk of someone
you love committing suicide. In order to help as many
people as possible, the public also can choose to support

any number of charitable
groups that make it their
mission to address suicide
prevention.
The National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline provides free and confidential support 24 hours per
day for people in distress.
It also offers resources
for loved ones and information for professionals.
The lifeline is a national
network of local crisis
centers. Counselors are always needed, and volunteers can help at crisis centers
nationwide.
The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention is
another influential organization. People can participate
in programs such as walks to fight suicide, volunteerism and bringing prevention information to schools and
businesses. Part of ASF’s mission is funding scientific
research and rallying for public policies on suicide prevention to be implemented.
Befrienders Worldwide is an organization devoted
to suicide prevention around the world. Resources are
available in multiple languages, and crisis centers are located in 32 countries.
Veterans can seek help through the Veterans Crisis
Line, which helps veterans and active duty military personnel, as well as their friends and families, get the support they need.
These nonprofit organizations provide crucial assistance for millions of people and can offer alternatives for
those contemplating suicide. GB18B446
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Macomb County’s Sebille Manor Returns
to Service as Site of New Southeast
Michigan Veterans Home
The Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency announced in August it has acquired 103 acres
of land in Macomb County’s Chesterfield Township where it plans to build a new, state of
the art veterans home. The acreage is a former military housing complex that supported
the Army Garrison at Selfridge and is known as Sebille Manor. The State of Michigan
purchased the site for $820,000 from the U.S. Department of Defense.
“This acquisition realizes our goal to expand accessibility to long-term care facilities for Michigan’s veterans,” said Governor Rick Snyder. “Acquiring this property is a
significant achievement for the State of Michigan as we move forward to modernize and
expand long-term care services to Michigan Veterans.”
The Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency convened a work group in 2016 to study how
the state can move the operation of veterans homes toward sustainability and improve
long-term care for veterans. The work group recommended the construction of seven new
veterans homes over the next 10 years across Michigan. Their first recommendation was
to build two homes, one in the southeastern tri-county area (Prosperity Region 10) and a
new home to replace aging facilities in Grand Rapids (Prosperity Region 4).
“Acquiring Sebille Manor resulted from a substantial, bi-partisan team effort across
state government,” said Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency Director James Robert
Redford. “To get to where we are today has taken leadership from the Governor, support of our legislative partners in the Michigan House and Senate as well as members of
Congress and Michigan’s two Senators, the Michigan Facilities Board of Directors, and a
lot of dedicated effort from the DTMB Real Estate division and staff at MVAA.”
The site has strong military ties. Sebille Manor is named for Air Force Major Louis
Sebille, who was the first member of the United States Air Force to receive the Medal of
Honor since its establishment as a separate military service in September of 1947. He
was born on November 21, 1915, in Harbor Beach, Michigan, and was killed in action
near Hanchang, Korea, on August 5, 1950.
“It is a tremendous honor to build a new veterans home on a site that formerly housed
military servicemembers and their families and is named for a true Michigan hero,” said
Major General Gregory Vadnais. “I want to thank the Department of the Army for working with us to secure this purchase and return Sebille Manor to service.”
To facilitate the build and operation of the new veterans homes, the Legislature created the Michigan Veterans Facility Authority, which is housed within the Department of
Military and Veterans Affairs and governed by a nine-member gubernatorially appointed
board. The Adjutant General of Michigan designated that the Michigan Veterans Affairs
Director serve as his representative as chair of the Authority Board. Workgroup co-chair
and Senate Appropriations Chair Senator David Hildebrand authored the legislation creating the Authority which passed with strong bi-partisan support through both Chambers.
“The creation of the new authority and funding for the construction of two new
homes for our veterans was a top priority of mine,” said Senator David Hildenbrand (RGrand Rapids). “I am excited to see this important step accomplished so we can move
Continued on Page 8
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How to Help Veterans in Need

Millions of men and women serve in the military and make the sacrifices that such
service requires. Risking their lives to serve their countries, veterans sometimes endure
mental and physical trauma, returning home to face uphill battles as they deal with their
injuries.
Many veterans in need are not just in need of medical attention. Learning that their
efforts and sacrifices are recognized and appreciated by the ordinary citizens they protect can make a world of difference to veterans as they recover from their injuries. Men,
women and children who want to help veterans in need can do so in various ways.
H Visit a veterans hospital. Contact a local veterans’ hospital to inquire about their volunteer programs. The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs notes that each year more than
75,000 volunteers spend more than 11 million hours in service to America’s veterans.
Visiting veterans at the hospital to hear their stories can lift their spirits and aid in their
recoveries. In addition, veterans’ hospitals may have volunteer opportunities that make it
easier for hospitals to operate at optimal capacity.
H Help a neighbor. Unfortunately, many veterans return home with injuries that affect
their ability to make it through a typical day without assistance. Disabled veterans may
be unable to do their own grocery shopping or maintain their homes. If a neighbor or
nearby veteran is facing such hurdles, offer to do his or her shopping or mow his or her
lawn. Such tasks won’t take much time but can make a world of difference to veterans.
H Offer professional services free of charge. Professionals who want to help veterans can
offer their services free of charge. Accountants can offer to prepare veterans’ tax returns
for free, while attorneys can provide legal advice to veterans who need it. Contractors can
help disabled veterans by offering to make alterations to their homes for free or at cost.
H Employ social media to help local veterans. Many people who want to help local
veterans might not be able to do so more than one day per week. But some veterans may
require daily assistance. Men and women can start a locally-based Facebook group for
fellow members of their community who want to pitch in to help local veterans. Such a
group can make it easier to share information and arrange help for veterans in need.
Many veterans return home from serving overseas in need of help. Offering such help
can improve veterans’ lives while letting them know their efforts and sacrifices are appreciated. TF17B492
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Continuing
the Fight
for the
Blue Water
Vietnam
Veterans
by Karen Mead-Elford,
co-editor

ABOVE is a painting of the USS Edson DD-946, now
used in Bay City as a museum, showing the ship during
her service.
This Forrest Sherman-class destroyer, constructed
for the United States Navy, has an overall length of 418
feet and is 45 feet wide at the beam. When they entered
service, the Forrest Sherman-class destroyers were the
largest U.S. destroyers ever built with a standard displacement of 2,800 tons. They were highly armed. Out
of the 18 destroyers of this type that were completed,
three have become museums, including the USS Edson.
Over numerous deployments, the USS Edson DD946 earned the nickname “The Grey Ghost of the
Vietnamese Coast.” She was decommissioned in
December 1988.

Editor’s note: Though anonymity is not generally utilized at The Independent, the
Shiawassee County couple
highlighted in the following
editorial feature, requested
to remain anonymous because they still have a case
pending regarding the Blue
Water Vietnam Veterans Act
(HR 299). Substitute names
were used.

“This is not a fight I ever
wanted, but I know it’s a
fight that has to be done,”
(Independent File Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
shared Becky. Her husband,
Bill, served in the Navy from
1970 to 1974 on several different ships, all in close proximity to Vietnam.
The general background story of the Blue Water Vietnam Veterans involves those individuals who served aboard ships in territorial waters off Vietnam during the war and
now, today, suffer ailments associated with Agent Orange. In simple terms, Navy and
Coast Guard vessels desalinated ocean water that had been contaminated with the toxic
herbicide, and sailors ingested the desalinated water (directly taking the toxins into their
systems). It wasn’t until the Agent Orange Act of 1991 that medical provisions were
supported through scientific evidence connecting exposure and health issues to military
service, and actually the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs supported caring for all affected military service members up until the early 2000s. Around that time, Blue Water
Vietnam Veterans were no longer extended disability or health care benefits related to
Agent Orange.
Between January 9, 1962 and May 7, 1975, 20 million gallons of the toxic defoliant used to manage jungles was used in Vietnam. It has been suggested that the ships
never took on water within
a 12-mile radius of land,
which is considered a safe
distance, but there is a lot
of conflicting information
on that claim – primarily
since the vessels were almost always in the process
of using water.
Currently, approximately
90,000 Navy and Coast
Guard veterans are in line
989-288-3166
to collect on the Blue Water
8750 E. Monroe, Durand
Vietnam Veterans Act (HR
299), which has seen strong
bipartisan support. It is
In Memory of:
interesting (and tragic) to
note that thousands have
Sgt. Clay W.
passed away in this lengthy
Reeves
process, though a large
Weapons
Company,
number of wives are con1st
Battalion
tinuing the fight to see this
26th Marines
legislation pass. In June,
5th
Marine Division 1942-1945
HR 299 passed the House
unanimously, and it is
now held up in the Senate,
though some believe the
House passed it knowing
989-723-2040
it would be held up in the

Thank You!

Senate – so the item is languishing, at least for now. The Department of Veterans Affairs
continues to strongly disagree with the legislation, often using the argument that recordkeeping wasn’t accurate during the Vietnam War or that the health problems are more
likely related to the fact that these individuals are now old – so of course, they have health
problems. The overall attempt seems to be to put the burden of proof on the victims who
no longer have access to records from decades ago or they are now forced to prove that
their health problems are actually decades old – or both.
More information on HR 299 or the Blue Water Vietnam Veterans can be found through
a number of websites or also through social media contacts.
In discussing her husband’s history, Becky explained that Bill had his first heart attack while attending an out-of-state family event when he was just 49, though he was
diagnosed with a heart condition at 32, despite not having a single family member who
had heart issues. Bill, who is now 66, has had three heart attacks that have included several stints and a triple bypass. After a visit to the Saginaw VA in 2007 through a VSO
(Veterans Service Organization) representative, doctors concluded that Bill had four of
the “presumptive diseases” connected to Agent Orange – cardiac disease, ischemic heart
disease, diabetes and neuropathy. “Presumptive diseases” are those health issues identified as having been induced by Agent Orange. The couple then applied for VA assistance
and then waited for five years – yes, five years – before Bill was denied. They reapplied.
Ultimately, Bill has now been denied three times. Why? Somehow Bill’s service medical
records have disappeared along with any forms that can act as evidence supporting his
exposure during Vietnam.
Continued on Page 9
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TINY HOMES FOR VETERANS founder Les Schneider displayed a tiny home
prototype at the 2018 Shiawassee County Fair in August. Shown in front of the home
are (from left) Les Schneider, Collin Myers from Mobile Mitten Tiny Homes, Shiawassee County Fair Manager Ric Crawford, Tiny Homes for Veterans member Matthew
Shepard and Joe Blaharski from Mobile Mitten Tiny Homes.
(Courtesy Photo)

Veterans Helping Veterans
by Graham Sturgeon, co-editor

Veteran communities across the country face the challenges of high veteran unemployment and homelessness, and local veteran affairs offices and veteran service organizations have struggled to keep up with the growing need for veteran care services.
Shiawassee County’s veterans have not been immune to these national problems, but
the local veteran community has come together to pick up the slack in a number of
ways.
As is the case throughout the country, the members of Shiawassee County’s veteran
service organizations are aging and recruiting the help of younger veterans has been a
challenge. Over the years, it has become increasingly difficult to sustain an American
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THE DURAND
VFW AND AMVETS
took part in the Gaines
Memorial Day service in
2016 at the new Gaines
Veterans Memorial Park
on Genesee Ave. in downtown Gaines. The service
included an update on
the progress of the park
project by Dave Aurand,
music by the Gaines
Community Band, a salute by members of the
Durand VFW and AMVETS, and the placing of
a wreath at the head stone of Amos Weaver.
Durand VFW and Shiawassee County Veterans Honor Guard member Les Schneider
(shown at lectern) led the service, saying, “Within our two organizations are men and
women who have served under the flag of the United States overseas in many ways to
preserve American freedoms. Fighting under the flag of this nation is the privileged duty
of every able-bodied American, and the VFW and AMVETS will always honor those
who go forth in defense of our nation. They are the true guardians of freedom, justice,
and equality among men and women.”
(Independent Photo/Graham Sturgeon)

household on one income, so even the veterans who are well enough to assist their
veteran community oftentimes cannot find the time to volunteer at their local VFW or
AMVETS post.
These challenges have led the members of Shiawassee County’s veteran community to
adjust, and the county’s many veteran service organizations have teamed up to tackle the
community’s growing needs.
At the center of the effort to form a more cohesive support network for our county’s
veteran community are Les and Joe Schneider, two U.S. Air Force veterans from the
Durand area. Les is a former Shiawassee County commissioner and a current member of
the Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs Committee, and his son, Joe, is the commander
of the Shiawassee Regional Veterans Council and the Shiawassee chapter of the DAV
(Disabled American Veterans).
The father-son team has for years provided and installed handicap ramps for veterans
throughout the county. They also collect and distribute hospital equipment to veterans in
need, they are both members of the Shiawassee County Honor Guard, and they are working with churches and other community service providers to find emergency shelter for
Shiawassee County’s growing homeless population.
Requests for hospital equipment or handicap ramps (once the weather warms up) can
be made at any of our county’s veteran service organizations, and Les has emphasized
that all wartime and peacetime veterans, and their dependants, are welcome to request
assistance.
“It doesn’t matter if you served during war time or peace time,” explained Les. “Peacetime
veterans still go through all the training and have the same worries as wartime veterans.
They can get called to active duty at any time. When your car breaks down or your roof
starts leaking, it shouldn’t matter if you’re wartime or peacetime. The one common connection is that we’re all veterans, and we need to be taking care of our own.”
Approximately 14 years ago, Les and Joe, along with a handful of other local veterans, took the reigns of the Shiawassee County Veterans Honor Guard from Howard
Hosking, who coordinated the group for a number of years. The group has expanded
to 20 members since that time, and has remained quite active throughout the greater
Continued on Page 12
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Macomb County’s Sebille Manor
Continued from Page 5

forward on building much needed new, state of the art facilities for our veterans.”
State Representative Laura Cox (R-Livonia), House
Appropriations Committee Chair added, “With 33 percent of all Michigan veterans residing in the tri-county
area, selection of a site in southeast Michigan is important
in that it ensures veterans will have a place near home to
reside when they need skilled nursing services.”
In 2016, the Michigan Legislature approved $42 million
in state funds for new veteran home construction, paving the way for the state to apply to the VA State Home
Construction Grant Program for additional match funds
to build a new veterans home in Southeast Michigan and
build a new, modern home on 93 acres of state-owned
land the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans currently occupies. The VA Home construction grant provides up to
65 percent funding for approved projects and in April

2018 authorized up to $123 million for new veteran home
construction, $38 million for Grand Rapids and up to $42
million for Southeast Michigan.
State Senator Darwin Booher (R-Evart), co-chair of the
Joint Capital Outlay Committee and sponsor of legislation
that authorized up to $3 million dollars for the purchase
of property to build a new veterans home in Southeast
Michigan, is pleased with the purchase. “This is a solid
location with historic military ties near Selfridge Air
National Guard Base.”
The Michigan Veterans Facility Board of Directors reviewed national best practices for state veterans home design and operation. The Board has chosen the small house
concept for the two new
homes. Each home will
house 128 members who
will reside in four small
houses that provide each
member with their own
room and bathroom, and

common spaces that include a space to gather and a small
kitchen. The four small houses will connect to a community center that house clinical and therapeutic operations,
amenities like a barbershop and beauty parlor and a large
space for full membership and community gatherings.
Architectural concepts of the new homes are available. See
the artist concept drawings of the new Southeast Michigan
Veteran Home athttp://bit.ly/SEMichVetsHome-Aug18.
“I am excited about working with Macomb County
Executive Mark Hackel and Chesterfield Township
Supervisor Dan Acciavetti, their boards and staff on building the new Southeast Home,” said Redford. “The future
for veterans in Michigan is bright.”

Thank
You!

Conveniently located at:
2665 E. M-21, Corunna
1720 W. M-21, Owosso

• Safe & Secure Home-like Environment
• Community Activities
• Spacious Private & Semi-Private Living
• 24 Hour Personalized Care
& Assistance With All ADL’s
• Respite & Hospice Care
• Most Long Term Care Insurance Accepted
• Keypad Entry and Exit

521 E. First, Perry • 517-625-5650
Barrier
olivebranchassistedliving.com
Free

Quality Care For
Mid-Michigan Seniors

Federally Insured
by NCUA

lafcu.com | 517.622.6600

Byron Plumbing
★Salutes our Veterans★

Licensed & Insured ~ Free Estimates
• Tankless Water Heater
• Water Softeners
• Drain Cleaning
• New Construction
• Repair
• Radiant In-floor Heating
• Residential & Commercial
• Bladder Tanks

get connected

810-266-4255 (O) 810-343-3591 (C)

Save up to

1150*

$

FOR A LIMITED TIME

Classic Edge Outdoor Wood Furnace
• Rebates up to $1150 on select models*, OR
• 1 Year Same As Cash (S.A.C.) financing**, OR
• 6.99% Financing for 5 years***

Westmoreland
Construction

5240 Morrice Rd., Webberville

517-468-3685

*Save off the MSRP of select in-stock Central Boiler outdoor furnace models at participating dealers only. See dealer for details.
**At participating US dealers only. Loans provided by EnerBank USA (1245 Brickyard Rd., Ste. 600, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) on approved
credit, for a limited time. Repayment terms vary from 24 to 132 months. Interest waived if repayed in 365 days. 16.89% fixed APR, effective as
of February 2017, subject to change. ***At participating US dealers only. 6.99% financing for 5 years at participating dealers. Loans provided by
EnerBank USA (1245 Brickyard Rd., Ste. 600, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) on approved credit, for a limited time. Repayment term is 60 months.
6.99% fixed APR, effective as of February 2017, subject to change. The first monthly payment will be due 30 days after the loan closes.

CentralBoiler.com

God Bless our Men and Women in Uniform.
Past, Present and Future.
Thank you for your service!
989.720.6000

DayStarrFiber.net

Watch for updates
on Facebook®

Continuing the Fight

Share our Facebook®
Our Facebook®
page with your
page is a
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friends
and family!
direct connection
to community news,
highlighting our
•• World War I Ended 100 Years Ago ••
weekly newspaper
On thepublications!
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918, World War I

Honor Veterans on Veterans Day

Continued from Page 6

“We’re not alone in this,” Becky said. “We know of many very similar stories.” She
has spent countless hours on the phone with the Department of Veterans Affairs, researching old paperwork, medical papers, social media forums, whatever she can do
to help her husband.
After filing a Notice of Disagreement (NOD) in 2014, the couple had a hearing in
Detroit in 2017, which resulted in another denial, even after medical documentation was
Friendwere
Us “more
supplied exhibiting the statement by a doctor that Bill’s health problems
®
on
Facebook
likely than not caused by his exposure.”
Becky refuses to give up, however. She continues to call the Department of Veterans
Affairs every month, sharing that it is sometimes “like pulling teeth. I tell them every
month when I call them, ‘It’s ok. I’m not going away. I will call again. I’ve watched this
man suffer long enough.’”
Along with the Department of Veterans Affairs, Becky has also called Senator Debbie
Stabenow, Congressman John Moolenaar and Rep. Ben Frederick – all have tried to help
the couple in one way or another.
It is interesting to note
that the Australian government has moved forward in
recognition of treatment re“Where Quality Is No Accident”
lated to its Blue Water mili• COURTESY CARS
tary personnel and Vietnam
• Free Estimates
Agent Orange exposure.
• Auto Glass • Wrecker Service

JOE’S BODY SHOP INC.

Hours: Mon., Wed., Fri. 8-5:30
Tues., Thurs. 8-6:30 Winter Saturday Hours: 9-1

fighting ceased. The war, which had raged on throughout Europe for a little more than
four years, claimed the lives of more than nine million combatants and seven million
civilians. The Allies squared off against the Central Powers of Germany and AustriaHungary, and the conflict involved nations from all over the world.
H Treat a veteran. Take a soldier out for a meal or pay the restaurant bill anonymously. If
a family member or friend is presently in the military or retired from the service, learn
his or her interests and plan a special, stress-free day.
H Share a servicemember’s story. Speak with a service person who served about his or
her military service, and chronicle this person’s story into a living history. Encourage
children to take part in learning about this person’s history and experiences.
H Volunteer at a veteran’s association. Find a department of veteran’s affairs and see
what you can do to assist veterans. If you have specialized skills, offer your services free
of charge to former soldiers.
H Show your patriotism. Be proud of your heritage and the rich history of the country.
Fly the flag, participate in the voting process and teach children about the country’s
founding principles and how much the nation has evolved. Read up on current events and
take an interest in domestic and foreign affairs.
H Establish your own traditions. Create your own way to celebrate Veterans Day. This
may include a day of contemplation, spending time with family, visiting historical sites,
or watching documentaries on the life-changing wars that transformed the world.

All Makes And Models
Recommended By Most Insurance
Companies

517-625-6340

TF16B575

1788 Lansing Rd., P.O. Box 135 • Perry

• Roofing
• Metal Roofing
• Concrete

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE!

810-621-3363

PROUD OF OUR VETERANS!

T&J Builders
and Excavating

• Demolition
• Masonry
• Rough Framing

Joe Huff • (989) 666-6529

Encouraging
& Enriching Lives

211 Corunna Ave. • Owosso, MI

989-725-2410
Thank You For Your Service!

DEWEY’S
TRADING POST
104 S. Maple Ave., Maple Rapids

989-682-4158 deweystradingpost.biz

Thank You For Your Service

www.jasoncarlsondds.com

Owosso 989.723.3807

www.welcomehomeassistedliving.net

ELSESSER’S

AUTO REPAIR INC.

Ovid Service Agency
Ovid • 989-834-2288

Master ASE Technician

Complete
Auto Repair & Maintenance
2740 W. Lansing Rd., Perry

517-625-4278

www.elsesserauto.com

e
Meat Bundles
Homemad
Consisting of Chicken, Beef,
Smoked
Pork, Hot Dogs
Sausages
35#, 40#, 45#, 50#, 55#
!
LE
B
A
IL
A
AV
*please order meat bundles 24 hours in advance.

205 W. Main St.
Downtown Owosso

989-725-5088
LiveInOwosso.com
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Land of the Free, Home of the Brave

We Live in the Land of Free because of the Brave,
Because they went so far and near, to our Veterans we hold so dear,
Patrick Henry shouted, “Give me Liberty or Give me Death!”
The Fight for Freedom began,
God granted us the Rights of Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,
When on July 4th of 1776, in a patriotic land, Americans took a stand,
With an independence Declaration, America became a Free Nation
The Fight for Freedom continued
George Washington led the Fight, inspiring many along the way
From Lexington to Bunker Hill , they would fight for another day
Even though in despair, Washington crossed the Delaware
The Fight for Freedom must go on
From battles in Bennington, Saratoga, Savannah, and Charleston
Through courage they would persevere, as the Victory was so clear
With the British in Yorktown on a dare, Freedom they would declare
The Fight for Freedom was recalled
We were battled and torn, yet The Star-Spangled Banner was born
As written by Francis Scott Key, we achieved Victory,
“Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just,
And this be our motto: ‘In God is our trust.’
And the Star-Spangled Banner in triumph shall wave
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!”
The Fight for Freedom must remain
Here at home and far away, battles were fought and Freedom sought
When America needed a courageous edge, our Veterans took the Pledge
We shall protect our Freedom from all enemies foreign and domestic
The Fight for Freedom has cost much
We have sacrificed our own, for Liberty and Freedom the price has sown
All have given some and some have given All
Remember our Veterans who would not let Freedom fall
Take not too lightly the Freedom for which you crave
For we live in the Land of the Free because of the Brave
May God Help Preserve our Liberty—Matthew Shepard, Perry, MI
Written on the dawn of Veterans Day, Wednesday, Nov. 11, 2015

Remembering
Throughout
The Year

THE TRADITIONAL MEMORIAL
DAY CEREMONY, hosted by members of Corunna VFW Post 4005 and
Auxiliary, was held at the WWII monument in McCurdy Park early Monday,
May 28. An “honor roll” offers the names
of Corunna area veterans memorialized
on the monument.
(Independent File Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

RAUCH-TOWER VFW POST 5822 can be seen
marching through the Byron cemetery on Memorial
Day on Monday, May 28 after honoring Ellen May
Tower, a Byron resident who served in the SpanishAmerican War and passed away from typhoid fever in
1899. The veterans then proceeded to the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier before conducting a rifle salute over
the Byron Mill Pond.
(Independent File Photo/Graham Sturgeon)

Honoring ALL Veterans!
IN HONOR OF MEMORIAL DAY
members from Owosso VFW Post 9455,
Auxiliary and Owosso Middle School
students put out 1,980 flags on the gravestone markers of veterans at both Oak
Hill and Hillcrest cemeteries in Owosso.
The auxiliary had purchased the flags.
Shown are Larry Thayer, Matt
Shepard, John Gorte, Mike Parks and
Larry Harvey.

Maple Rapids
Lumber Mill

(Independent File Photo)

BUYERS
OF STANDING
TIMBER

Bark • Chips
Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. 8-12
6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

maplerapidslumber.com

989-682-4225
Evening

989-330-1994

Perry Dental would like
to thank all of our
Veterans & Active Military
personnel for their service.

114 N. Main St., Perry
517-625-4163 or 517-625-5049

Saluting Our Vets
Building Michigan Since 1949

101 N. Saginaw St., Durand • 989-288-2678

8888 E. Lansing Rd., Durand • 989-288-6046

info@perrinconstructionco.com • perrinconstructionco.com
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Fun Facts about America’s
National Anthem
• America began its fight for independence from Great
Britain in 1775, and the Declaration of Independence was
signed in 1776 to identify the 13 colonies that succeeded
in winning their independence from Britain. However, the
battles with Britain stretched on. Fights over territories
kept disputes between the British Empire and the newly
formed United States raging on, and it was during one
such fight, and not during the Revolutionary War as some
may think, that “The Star Spangled Banner” was written.
• The War of 1812 was declared by the United States to
set right some of the issues that were not resolved after the
Revolutionary War. Francis Scott Key was an American
lawyer at the time of this war, negotiating for the release of
an American hostage being held by the British. Although
Key won the hostage’s release, he was not able to leave the
British fleet where the negotiations took place until the
British completed their attack on Baltimore. Key witnessed
the British fiery bombs on Ft. McHenry at Chesapeake
Bay. Just before dawn on the morning of September 14,
1814, Key was said to have noticed a huge American flag
still waving above Ft. McHenry in defiance to the British
attack. This imagery helped inspire the words of a poem
that eventually would become the national anthem.
• Key penned the poem on the back of a letter he held
in his pocket. After the battle was over and Key was released, he completed the poem at the Indian Queen Hotel,
where he was staying. The poem was titled, “Defense of
Fort M’Henry.” The poem was put to music to fit the popular melody “The Anacreonic Song” by English composer
John Stafford Smith. Key’s brother-in-law, Judge Joseph
H. Nicholson, anonymously made the first printing of
the lyrics to the melody, and the song was printed in two
newspapers. The song quickly became popular, and soon
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DURAND VFW 2272 Commander Dennis Martin
can be seen leading the Memorial Day services in Durand on Monday, May 28. The ceremony was held in
the Durand Veterans Memorial Park and the Durand
VFW was joined by members of the Durand VFW
Auxiliary and the Durand AmVets.
after, Thomas Carr of the Carr Music Store in Baltimore,
Maryland published the words and music under a new
title, “The Star-Spangled Banner.”
• “The Star-Spangled Banner” became one of the nation’s
most beloved patriotic songs in the 19th century. According
to Smithsonian, the song gained special significance during the Civil War, a time when many Americans turned to
music to express their feelings for the flag and the ideals
and values it represented. The military used the song for
ceremonial purposes, requiring it be played at the raising
and lowering of the colors. But many versions of the song
were used during these ceremonies and celebrations.
• By the 20th century, President Woodrow Wilson wanted
to establish a standard version, so he tasked the United
States Bureau of Education to provide an official version. In response, the Bureau of Education enlisted the
help of five musicians, including Walter Damrosch,

YOUR HOMETOWN PLOW EXPERTS!

ON WEDNESDAY, June 6, the 74-year anniversary of
D-Day, the Durand Memorial branch of the Shiawassee
District Library unveiled and dedicated its new plaque
honoring veterans of World War I, World War II and the
Korean War. The ceremony was attended by dignitaries
from several levels of government and residents from all
over the greater Durand area.
The new plaque was purchased with funds from the
Friends of Durand Memorial Library and the city of
Durand Parks and Recreation board. It replaces the building’s original plaque that was moved to the new Veteran’s
Memorial Park.
The library opened in the spring of 1954 as a memorial to veterans of World War I, World War II and the
Korean War.
(Independent File Photos/Graham Sturgeon)

Will Earhart, Arnold J. Gantvoort, Oscar Sonneck and John
Philip Sousa, to agree on an arrangement. This new standardized version was first played on December 5, 1917, at
Carnegie Hall.
• It wasn’t until March 3, 1931, that “The Star-Spangled
Banner” became the official national anthem of the
United States when President Herbert Hoover signed this
designation into law.

Remember Those
Who Served

Draw-Tite Hitches,
Meyer Plows,
Wiring, Repair,
Truck & Car Accessories
710 S. CHIPMAN ST., OWOSSO

PH 989-725-9977

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. By Appointment

4530 Lansing Rd., Bancroft 989-634-9156

SALUTING
Our Fellow Veterans
-Sgt. Sean Stout, USMC
-Cpl. Heidi Stout, USMC

FOREIGN OR DOMESTIC • AUTOMATIC OR STANDARD
Transmissions, Transfer Cases,
Differentials, Clutches & More...
4345 W. Lansing Rd., Perry

517-625-6966
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ON JUNE 4, 2018,
and for the second consecutive year, the Shiawassee County Veterans
Honor Guard provided
military honors for the
Laingsburg American
Legion’s Memorial Day
celebration. The ceremony’s keynote speakers included State Representative Ben Frederick, who
spoke about “how our remembering the veterans
who died should inspire
action – action in how we
conduct ourselves in our communities, within our families and on how we approach the
world around us. In our actions, we remember and honor those fallen veterans.”
Additionally, past Disabled American Veterans state commander Les Schneider called
on the crowd to remember the names of the many veterans who have sacrificed their
lives for our freedom, and local veteran Matthew Shepard recited a moving poem he had
written for the occasion titled “Land of the Free, Home of the Brave.”
The Laingsburg High School band provided patriotic music. Following the ceremony
and traditional flag raising at the American Legion Post, a luncheon was served for all.
Shown during the Memorial Day ceremony are (from left) Laingsburg American Legion Commander Ward Coon, Gordy Tyler, Brad Schlicker, Paul Davis, Gary Coe, Joseph Schneider, Dave Hilliker, Jesse Anguiano and Bob Crawford.

Veterans Helping Veterans

Joe Schneider and recent addition Johanna Gomez, are in their 30s, and the group’s eldest
members are WWII veterans Irene Hosking and Hank Bastian. While Les has taken the
lead in organizing the group’s appearances, the humble public servant does not think of
himself as the group’s leader.
“It’s not just Joe and I,” shared Les. “We are all working together to get things accomplished. We’re not real concerned with who is in charge, but rather what gets done. We
all believe that our veterans deserve the best, and we are just one big group of veterans
helping veterans.”
Additionally, Les and local veteran Matthew Shepard recently started Tiny Homes for
Veterans, and with the help of Joe Blaharski and Collin Myers of Mobile Mitten Tiny
Homes, the two are working to provide small homes on wheels for veterans in Shiawassee
County. They have collected approximately two-dozen trailers and have amassed building
supplies to put their plan into action, and they have begun taking requests from Shiawassee
County residents. And while donations have been plentiful, Les acknowledges that he
could use more help building the homes. Anyone interested in donating to Tiny Homes for
Veterans is asked to contact Shepard at (989) 413-9952, or Schneider at (989) 429-4310.
Requests for hospital equipment, handicap ramps (once the weather warms up) and Tiny
Homes for Veterans can be made at any of the county’s veteran service organizations.

(Courtesy Photo)

Continued from Page 7

Shiawassee County area. They provide rifle salutes for 160 to 165 military funerals every
year, at the Great Lakes National Cemetery in Holly and for Shiawassee County veterans.
They also assist in veteran memorial dedications, Memorial Day and Veterans Day services,
they participate in parades and they have also presented the colors during sporting events.
The group consists of veterans from all of the branches of the military, hailing from
veteran service organizations all over Shiawassee County. The group’s younger members,
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Thank you for
your service.
517-625-1181
FREE
Coffee or
Fountain
Drink on
11-11-18 for
All Veterans.
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rry Corners
e
P
DINER

517-625-5540

Open
24 Hours

corner of M-52 and I-69

