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114 N. Main St., Perry
517-625-4163 or 517-625-5049

ACCEPTING 
NEW PATIENTS!

REMAINING 
DAYS

39

      OWOSSO ARTIST TYLER GREGORICKA is 
one of 90 Michigan artists displaying original artwork 
during the 30th annual SAC Holiday at the Center in 
Owosso. Gregoricka describes her style as a form of 
“wood weaving” that is reflective of designs she has 
found in rugs or tapestries.
   Gregoricka actually has a background in healthcare, 
but has discovered art as a creative outlet.

(Independent Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)

   THE 30TH ANNUAL SAC HOLIDAY at the Center opened to the public on Sun-
day, Nov. 11. The Shiawassee Arts Center is truly decked out for the holidays – and 
that includes exceptional artwork from 90 Michigan artists.
   Memorial Healthcare is sponsoring the exhibit. More information is available by 
calling (989) 723-8354.
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The Drury 
Group
Real Estate

Professionals

127 S. Saginaw St., Byron
810-266-5530  • Thedrurygroup1.com

EQUAL  HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

Kathy Drury 
Owner-Broker

810-241-3533 Commercial, 
Residential, Auto
24 Hour Emergency Service
6058 N. Meridian Rd., Elsie 

517-230-3669

Stewart Carpet Cleaning

Pete Stewart, 
Owner/Operator

         THE OWOSSO MUSICALE celebrated Veterans Day on Monday, Nov. 12 at the Christ Episcopal Church 
with a special presentation by guest speaker CW2 Kimberly J. Ferrante, Commander of the 126th Army Band. 
The public was welcome to attend the event, which was oriented to inspire pride in military service.
   The 126th Army Band, which is one of 52 National Guard bands in the U.S. has been entertaining with 
music for over 50 years. The band is based just north of Grand Rapids.
   CW2 Ferrante enlisted in the U.S. Army as a musician in August of 1990. Eventually she obtained the rank 
of master sergeant and made the decision to become a warrant officer. She assumed command of the 126th 
Army Band in February of 2018.
   Owosso Musicale has served the Shiawassee area for over 80 years with the mission to “support and promote 
the music endeavors of all children, youth and adults within the club, community, country and beyond.”

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

         GUITARIST PAT CARMODY provided lovely 
jazz music during the public opening of the 30th an-
nual SAC Holiday at the Center on Sunday, Nov. 11. 
The exhibit will continue through Sunday, Dec. 30.
   Carmody often plays for the Shiawassee Arts Cen-
ter, along with a number of other venues throughout 
the year. 
   The Shiawassee Arts Center is located along the Shia-
wassee River at 206 Curwood Castle Dr., Owosso.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

The Most 
Downloaded 

Holiday Songs
   Music is integral to many celebrations during the 
holiday season. Whether you’re planning an office 
party, hosting friends and family at home or simply 
looking to get in the holiday spirit, you might want to 
explore this list of the most downloaded Christmas/
holiday songs on iTunes.
1.   All I Want For Christmas Is You - Mariah Carey
2.   Mary, Did You Know? - Pentatonix
3.   Christmas/Sarajevo 12/24 (Instrumental) - 
      Trans-Siberian Orchestra
4.   Mistletoe - Justin Bieber
5.   Christmas Canon - Trans-Siberian Orchestra
6.   Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree - Brenda Lee
7.   Believe - Josh Groban
8.   Last Christmas (Single Version) - Wham!
9.   Jingle Bell Rock - Bobby Helms
10. It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year - 
      Andy Williams
11. Hallelujah - Pentatonix
12. Wizards in Winter (Instrumental) - 
      Trans-Siberian Orchestra
13. Winter Song - Sara Bareilles & 
      Ingrid Michaelson
14. Hallelujah - Lindsey Stirling
15. Last Christmas - Taylor Swift
16. Feliz Navidad - José Feliciano
17. Santa Tell Me - Ariana Grande
18. A Holly Jolly Christmas - Burl Ives
19. The Christmas Song (Merry Christmas to You) - 
      Nat “King” Cole
20. Hard Candy Christmas - Dolly Parton
GG189338

~~ Norman Rockwell ~~
Christmas

    Certain holiday images have been ingrained in the 
minds of the public. Coca-Cola’s smiling bearded Santa 
Claus, in his now universally recognized red coat, helped 
create a model from which all other Santas evolved. And 
an early 20th century artist and illustrator helped to es-
tablish the feelings of the Christmas season for millions 
with portraits featured on the covers of The Saturday 
Evening Post.
    Norman Rockwell was born in New York City in 1894 
and dreamt of becoming an artist when he was young. 
Rockwell received his first commission at age 17 and il-
lustrated for Boy’s Life, the monthly magazine of the Boy 
Scouts of America. In 1916, Rockwell was hired by The 
Saturday Evening Post. When Rockwell began working 
for the Post, his humorous and dead-pan depictions of 
American life tugged at the heartstrings of the public - 

even if they weren’t so adored by art critics.
    Rockwell spent 47 years working for this iconic maga-
zine. Rockwell produced paintings for the Post and oth-
er publications that depicted key images in American 
history, including Charles Lindbergh’s crossing of the 
Atlantic, the Moon Landing and World War II. However, 
some of Rockwell’s most beloved work pertains to his 
holiday scenes.
    Rockwell used real people as his models, and every de-
tail in his reproduction paintings of photographs was fas-
tidiously planned, say biographers. Over time, Rockwell’s 
paintings helped define an idealized vision of American 
life and Christmas celebrations. Even now people seek 
to emulate the merriment and magic exemplified in 
Rockwell’s imagery - from tired toy store clerks to a boy 
discovering Santa kissing his mom to the great holiday 
dinner. Rockwell produced 29 Christmas covers as well as 
greeting cards and other holiday scenes.
    The holiday season would not be the same without the 
work of artist Norman Rockwell. His influential images 
helped reflect a glorified version of American life and 
have helped to make the holiday season even more special 
for millions of people. GG189331
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Heritage Tire

& Service Center

Automotive Tire
& Service

709 W. Broad St. 989-845-3040

FREY’S
Auto PARtS

202 N. Wood St., Chesaning
989-845-3071

Watch your mail for 

our next flyer

SLOAN’S
SEPTIC TANK
SERVICE (989) 845-6280  Oakley

Happy
   Holidays!

from

Dave Sanders
Sales Representative

M-52 & M-57, Chesaning
www.laclair.com

989-845-3057

Chevy • Buick

LET ME GET YOU
                   INTO A NEW CAR!

989-845-6810
205 N. Wood St., Chesaning

• 24 Hour Towing
• Windshields
• Collision Repair (light & heavy)
• Over 100 years combined experience
*Insurance work accepted

$2 Admission
(6 & Under Free)

NO Strollers Allowed

free shuttle buses between buildings

Middle School 431 N. 4th St.
High School 850 N. 4th St.

• More than 250 Vendors
• Concessions Available
• Proceeds Support Chesaning
  Music Programs

Chesaning Music Boosters
       - 35th Annual -

ARTS & CRAFTS SHOW
Friday, Nov. 23   10-5pm

Saturday, Nov. 24   10-4pm

• Family oriented rural facility
• Short-term rehabilitation
• Long-term care
• Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy
• Licensed nurses and certified nursing assistants 24/7
• Specialize in Auto accident rehab

Call Jeri for a tour! Your hospital to rehab to home provider.

989-845-6602 • www.chesaningnc.com
201 S. Front St., Chesaning

We look 
forward 

to seeing
 you!

Welcome ToChesaning
Happy 

Holidays!

Chesaning Candlelight Walk 
Celebrates 35th anniversary

    The Chesaning Chamber of Commerce Candlelight 
Walk committee is hard at work behind the scenes pre-
paring for the 35th annual Christmas Candlelight Walk, 
which is scheduled for Friday, Nov. 23 and Saturday, 
Nov. 24. Many new activities have been added to this 
year’s event to mark the special occasion, including a pet-
ting zoo, pony rides and the return of reindeer. Kringle’s 
Krossing, a special area for vendors and children’s’ activi-
ties, will offer free reusable shopping bags sponsored by 
local businesses and organizations (while supplies last).
    The Chesaning Christmas Candlelight Walk has be-
come a family tradition for many. Visitors stroll along 
the downtown business district and boulevard in the 
glow of hundreds of candles and thousands of tiny twin-
kling lights. Enjoy live music by the Jordan River Band 
and a special tree-lighting and sing-along at 6 p.m. each 
night. View displays created by local churches as they 
have a friendly competition to see who will win the trav-
eling trophy for this year’s Challenge of the Nativity. 
Relive days gone by on a free horse-drawn carriage ride 
while mingling with friends and family in the festive 
atmosphere.
    Activities on the boulevard that are sure to delight in-
clude the games “Penguin Bowling” and “Gift-Tac-Toe,” 
as well as special props for photo-ops. The creative gin-
gerbread houses decorated by local Chesaning Big Rock, 
Zion Lutheran and Christ Lutheran elementary school 
students will be on display in the windows of downtown 
businesses, and be sure to stop by Neu-Rich Jewelers 
from 6 to 8 p.m. to write a letter to Santa. Once again, 
the Chesaning Lions Club will be located downtown to 
offer roasted chestnuts and other treats for purchase. The 
Chesaning Historical Museum will also be open nightly 
from 5 to 9 p.m.
   This year is also the 20th anniversary of the Festival 
of Trees, a fan-favorite for Candlelight Walk attendees. 
At the Festival of Trees, held in The Public House at 
130 N. Saginaw St., there will be a fantasy of decorated 
Christmas trees, wreaths and gift items generously donat-
ed by the Chesaning business community and local orga-
nizations, all waiting to be raffled off to lucky winners just 
in time for holiday giving. Santa will be present to listen to 
children’s wishes, and the “Santa’s Secret Surprise” game 
returns with everyone receiving a small prize or possibly a 
gift of money. Enjoy hot cocoa provided by Zion Lutheran 
Church while browsing the selection of delicious treats at 
the bake sale by the Chesaning Historical Society.
  As guests make their way west along Broad Street, 
they will enjoy performances by carolers at differ-
ent locations along the route. Be sure to stop into the 
Chesaning First Church of the Nazarene and Core 
Fitness and Tanning to enjoy cookie decorating, a 
family-friendly magic show by Paul Martin, Jim Gengler’s 
Holiday Jam (Friday only), as well as other children’s ac-
tivities supported by church members and Chesaning High 
School National Honor Society students.
  Other activities during the weekend include the annual 
Chesaning Music Boosters Arts and Crafts show at the 
high school and middle school, and a craft bazaar offered 
by St. Peter’s Parish. Opening the same weekend, Santa’s 
Village at North Pole USA can be found at the Saginaw 
County Fairgrounds in Chesaning, featuring a model 
train display, Santa, a food court, carnival rides, Kris 
Kringle’s Market and holiday entertainment. Children’s 
rides and activities are included in the admission fee. 
For more information, contact the Saginaw Fair office at 
(989) 845-2143 or go to www.saginawcountyfair.org.
  The Candlelight Walk could not happen without 
the help of so many businesses, organizations and 

Continued on Page 5
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   Annie stretched her legs 
from the recliner that was 
her bed, tucked in the cor-
ner of the living space of 
the small one-bedroom 
unit on N. Ball Street. A 
streak of drab light from 
between the drapes an-
nounced that it was morn-
ing. Yes, another Monday morning had arrived and Annie 
felt like her joints were made of broken glass while the 
rest of her was made of tissue paper. The combination was 
never pleasant. It just was – and it was how she felt every 
morning, every afternoon, every evening and every single 
night. Her “best friend,” her rheumatoid arthritis, was a 
constant companion. At 42 years of age, she had known 
this “best friend” for quite some time. In fact, “he’d” prov-
en to be far more loyal to her than her husband had been. 
However, on this Monday morning none of this mattered. 
It would not matter on Tuesday or Wednesday, either. The 
only thing Monday meant to Annie was that it was time to 
force her failing body into the background and tackle the 
day. She had two kids sleeping in the only bedroom. They 
had school. They needed their mom to get them ready and 
to school on time. So, that is exactly what Annie did.
   After waking her kids and while they nestled on the 
couch eating toast, Annie rushed through a shower, mostly 
drying her short hair with a towel, she then applied gel 
to make it a bit spiky. She dressed in her nicest black 
jeggings, a black tunic and a knock-off pearl necklace. 
Applying a bit of blush and some lip color topped off the 
look. This was Monday. Annie had a job interview – and 
this was her best outfit.
   Having recently lost her retail job at the local garden 
store after that business had been bought out, Annie had 
been desperate to find employment. The garden store had 
been hard on her health, but it had guaranteed she paid 
her rent on time and supported her small family. Minus 
insurance, doctor trips and dental appointments had not 
happened regularly – particularly for her – but that was 
acceptable as long as her little ones were cared for.
   So, in searching for a new job, Annie had looked through 
the classified section in the weekly newspaper. She could 
not afford a daily, but the free community newspaper 
worked well in her single-parent world. The Help Wanted 
listings had offered openings for a local deer processing 
company, snowplow drivers, a few industrial positions 
and then one that simply stated “Hiring Immediately, No 
Experience Needed,” requesting resumes be emailed to 
silverbellshiring.com. Even after a brief google search, 
Annie did not have a clue what silverbellshiring.com was, 
but she guessed it sounded like seasonal retail, so had 
taken the risk and emailed in her resume.

   That had been mid-
November. Two days after 
she had emailed, she re-
ceived a call from an over-
ly enthusiastic receptionist 

who was exceedingly eager 
to set up a time for an inter-
view. Annie was not use to 
the amount of “sugar” the 
woman had dolled out in 
the brief conversation, but 
she had tried to be recep-
tive and equally friendly 
from her end of the conver-

sation. If the position was retail, Annie recognized that 
“sweetness and sugar” were often qualities potential em-
ployers were seeking out.
   “So let’s set up the interview for Monday at 10 a.m. at 
the N. Washington location I mentioned. Does that work 
alright for you, honey?” the receptionist had inquired.
   “Oh, of course. I can make that work,” Annie had ac-
knowledged. “Just one thing, though. Is it possible to tell 
me what this job might entail?”
   The secretary had laughed lightly, “Sweetie, you will 
find out on Monday at 10 a.m. Don’t worry about a thing. 
The interview will be short and this is a terrific company 
to work for. I promise.”
   Annie had accepted. She had absolutely accepted. She 
needed a job, and quite honestly, where her children were 
concerned, she was not going to be particular. Christmas 
was just a few weeks away.
   After dropping her kids off at the elementary school, 
where Annie had also left behind a small bag of canned 
goods for the food pantry collection and then written a 
check for $5 to go toward a donation for a sick teacher, 
Annie had driven downtown to the post office. A friendly 
Salvation Army bell-ringer had collected another dollar in 
change that she had salvaged from the bottom of her purse. 
She could never resist a friendly bell-ringer and was con-
sistently pleased to live in a community like Shiawassee 
County where people were so giving and supportive of 
nonprofits. Yes. It was true. Times were tough for her, but 
she always found a way to give. Always.
   From the post office, Annie made her way one block 
south to the variety store where she purchased the pep-
permint oil to make the hard rock candy she planned to 
give to the shut-ins from her church for Christmas. She 
had found a pair of gloves that looked warm and sturdy 
she wished she could buy for her arthritic hands, but $9.99 
wasn’t in the budget. She still had her dollar store gloves. 
They worked. Mostly.
   Another Salvation Army bell-ringer greeted her at the 
pharmacy. Annie once again scrounged inside of her purse 
to locate two dimes, feeling embarrassed that was all she 
had left. She put the dimes in the gentleman’s kettle and 
apologized to him, though he smiled gratefully. While in 
the pharmacy, she purchased her kids their seasonal al-
lergy medicine and a soda since she was thirsty, noting 
that she only had a couple checks left in her check book 
and with checks being expensive, that simply meant more 
trips for cash to the credit union, or relying on her debit 
card more often. She would have to postpone buying more 
checks until she regained employment.

   Stepping out from the 
pharmacy, Annie almost 
tripped over the legs of 
a vagrant man perched 
along the bottom wall of 
the store.
   “I’m so sorry,” she said 
to him. “I didn’t see you 
there.” After her statement, 
she realized how abso-
lutely dumb and insensitive 
her words really sounded. 
I didn’t see you there. 

Continued on Page 6
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Chesaning Candlelight Walk
Continued from Page 4

volunteers. Generous sponsors include Broad Street 
Events, CenturyLink, Chesaning First Church of the 
Nazarene, Core Fitness and Tanning, Chesaning Lions 
Club, Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, Home’s by 
Stoddards, LaClair Sales, M&T Tree Service, Nelson-
House Funeral Homes-Martin Chapel, Pintown Pizza & 
Lanes, St. Peter Parish, Santa’s Village at North Pole USA, 
Showboat Restaurant, Studio 124, The Silver Thimble, 
Valentine Mini Storage and Zion Lutheran Church.
  Call the Chesaning Chamber of Commerce for a com-
plete list of activities for the Christmas Candlelight 
Walk, which will be held the weekend of Thanksgiving, 
at (989) 845-3055, or visit the chamber’s website, 
www.chesaningchamber.org.

AGGRESSIVE TRIAL ATTORNEY
• Social Security Disability 
• Workers Compensation

• Auto Accidents • All Injury Claims
SPECIALIZING IN PERSONAL INJURY
FREE CONSULTATION
No Fee Unless You Collect

LAW OFFICE OF

Patrick Marutiak
1028 E. Main, Owosso 989-725-8118

30 Years 
Trial 

Experience

Broken Glass, Tissue Paper & Silver Bells
a short story by Karen Mead-Elford
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Perfect Smoked Turkey Brine
Ingredients
Brine:
1 c kosher salt
½ c maple syrup
1 gal vegetable stock - we used ‘better than 
bouillon” chicken/turkey/vegetable stock 
2 Tbsp black peppercorns
1 1/2 tsp thyme
1 tsp rosemary
2 tsp marjoram leaves   
1 gal iced cubes

Instructions
1. Bring all ingredients, except ice to a boil. After you 
reach a rolling boil, turn off heat and let cool.
2. Combine cooled brine with ice inside a garbage bag in a 
large beverage cooler. Submerge turkey and seal cooler. 

Submitted by Kimberly Warner, Durand 

Recipe
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Broken Glass
Continued from Page 5

That was an awful thing to say to a portion of the popula-
tion that many people often failed to acknowledge, par-
ticularly since she regularly believed she was only one 
months rent ahead of being homeless. She didn’t let her 
mind wander down that grim path, though.
   “It’s ok, ma’am,” he smiled up at her. He was quite filthy, 
though he had on a relatively nice jacket, probably one that 
had come from the homeless outreach store in Westown. 
Annie often donated clothing to the outreach, knowing 
that the items were free to people in need.
   “Um… No. It is my mistake,” Annie spoke warmly. 
She started to leave him, but then last second, decided 
to hand him her soda that she had just purchased. She 
had not opened it yet. Maybe offering the homeless man 
her soda was dumb, too, but she had a soda and, truth-
fully, she wasn’t going to have time to finish it before her 
interview anyway.
   “Are you sure?” he asked.
   “Of course,” she nodded. “You have a nice day.”
   Seeing the time on her phone, Annie headed to the in-
terview address on N. Washington Street. The address was 
an office location. She recalled it had previously been an 
insurance business, but as far as she knew, the office had 
been vacated for some time. Locating the correct door 
along a lengthy hallway, Annie somewhat hesitantly en-
tered and found herself in a cramped waiting area. Two 
plastic chairs faced a counter currently being handled by a 
small woman with white hair, a phone to her ear. She was 
obviously busy with a call, though she nodded at Annie 
when she entered. Annie took a seat on a chair, noting 
that there was only a foot between her and the counter. 
The counter had a plastic coin bank off to once side in 
the shape of a sad dog asking for money for the humane 
society. Annie was disappointed that she had nothing left 
to give to the sad plastic dog. The humane society was one 
of her favorite nonprofits.
   Eventually the receptionist finished her call. Annie rec-
ognized her as the overly enthusiastic receptionist she had 
initially spoken with a few days ago. As sweet as she was 
on the phone, her appearance was likewise as sweet. White 
hair framed a round, dimpled face with kind eyes accented 
by wrinkles that suggested a lot of laughter. Annie had 
wondered during the first conversation if the woman was 
at all genuine. It seemed she likely was sincere.
   “Hello. You must be Annie. How kind of you to come,” 
the receptionist spoke. “I will let the boss know you are 
here.” She left the counter, disappearing through a door 
in the back.
   Not seeing a coat rack, Annie unzipped her jacket and 
smoothed her black tunic out. She felt mildly nervous. 
This was hardly her first 
interview, but the situation 
was somewhat awkward. 
The tiny office offered not 
a single hint at what silver-
bellshiring.com could pos-
sible mean. That was still 
a big question mark in her 
mind. She only hoped the 
job in play might align with 
her previous retail experi-
ence since that was mostly 
what she had to offer. Her 
skill-set was somewhat 

limited. Single. Middle-aged. Arthritic. Mom. These were 
not necessarily characteristics most employers were seek-
ing. As for talents? Annie knew there was nothing out-
standing about herself. And education? She had an associ-
ate degree from the nearby business college. In her mind, 
in her heart, Annie intuitively labeled herself as “vanilla.” 
She was an extremely vanilla person – vanilla being sort 
of the mundane flavor that went great with all of the other 
flavors, but truly was rather nondescript as a stand-alone.
   A couple minutes later, the bubbly receptionist returned 
to lead Annie back into a secondary office room. Seated 
at a simple desk, silhouetted by a large window, a chubby 
man in a flannel shirt stood as Annie entered. He offered 
his hand.
   Somewhere in the back of her mind, Annie was aware 
that the room smelled of nutmeg and cinnamon, though 
she did not see any candles burning.
   “Hello, Annie. I hope you weren’t waiting long?” he 
questioned.
   “Not at all,” Annie shook the proffered hand. He was not 
a tall man, though he had extremely big, calloused hands. 
His hand consumed hers in a tight grip. Just what kind of 
work did he do? She wondered. His hands suggested more 
than a desk job.
   “Please …” he motioned to a chair in front of his desk.
   “Thank you.” She sat down.
   “So, Annie. Thank you for sending in your resume,” the 
round man said, as he returned to his desk chair.
   “Thank you for meeting with me,” Annie said, attempt-
ing to sound professional but friendly.
   “You are still seeking employment?”
   Well, that was an odd question. “Yes. I am looking for a 
position. Until a couple weeks ago, I worked at the garden 
center. I worked there for seven years, as you can see.”
   The man nodded. He had white hair, too. Fuzzy white 
hair that was too unruly for a typical businessman, she 
thought. And sitting in his chair behind the desk, he was 
hardly any taller than she was, and she was rather short.
   “Yes … so I read. But you know, resumes can say 
so much without really saying anything at all, don’t 
you think?”
   Huh? She swallowed. Was he suggesting he didn’t care 
for her resume? She wasn’t at all sure. She swallowed, “I 
tried to be as specific as I could.”
   He chuckled. It was a friendly chuckle, nothing in the 
tone hinted at anything else. “Tell me about your morning, 
would you?”
   “My morning?” She really was confused. “Sir, please, 
no offense … but I have been wondering what this job 
might be?”
   Again, he chuckled. “We will get there, Annie. Just tell 
me about your morning.”
   Okay. Her morning. “Well, it’s Monday, so I got my kids 
up and around and off to school…”
   He interrupted, “And at the school you donated to the 
food pantry? And then gave to a sick teacher?”
   Darn. This was creepy. Annie briefly thought about just 
leaving. Instead she asked, 
“How?” Just how did this 
stranger know anything 
about her day so far?
   “Then you gave at the 

post office, too? To the bell-ringer? In fact you gave to two 
bell-ringers today, Annie. Isn’t that true?” he asked. The 
questions were invasive but he asked them with kindness. 
The incongruity left her conflicted.
   Annie nodded, “I had very little to offer to the second 
bell-ringer. Were … were you following me?”
   “Peppermint oil? Annie, you make hard-rock can-
dy and give it away every single year, don’t you? And 
you always purchase it locally? Always supporting 
your community?”
   “Is this a joke of some kind, sir?” Annie asked. “I thought 
I was here to apply for a job?”
   “Not a joke at all, Annie. And it is for a job, I promise 
you. This interview is for a rather special job and it will 
take a special person,” he explained. “Oh, I don’t have to 
follow people to know what they’re doing. I always know 
what people are doing, Annie. Honestly, that is never 
meant to imply anything more than what it is. Just a state-
ment. It is a gift of the job, I suppose.”
   Annie shifted slightly in the chair, “Sir, what is 
the job?”
   “You know what really spoke to me the most, Annie?”
   “No.”
   “The soda. You gave your soda away to that man.”
   “Ah, yes. Not a big deal, really. I did not have much 
to offer him at all,” she shrugged. Inwardly, she was dis-
appointed, having concluded that a typical retail position 
was not to be found. She needed work. She wasn’t quali-
fied for much else.
   “But,” he pointed a thick finger at her, “but you gave 
what you had away anyhow, didn’t you?”
   “Ok.” Annie briefly reflected on how many steps it was 
for her to retreat out of the small office if she really needed 
to escape. She had read articles about human trafficking. 
Was this an odd set up for some type of illegal activity?
   “That’s what the job is, Annie.”
   “The job is giving soda away?” She sort of hoped her 
question didn’t sound overly sarcastic, but really?
   “The job is giving,” he chuckled. “Just giving and giving 
and giving. That is the business. How does that sound?”
   “I’m sorry. I’m a bit lost here. I thought this might be for 
a retail position.”
   “The position does call for a move, if you are interested. 
All expenses covered. You and your children would have 
a new home and I can guarantee, the schools are the best. 
We offer a community that is truly oriented around the 
needs and requests of children.”
   “This isn’t a retail job?”
   He winked at her, white hair highlighted from the win-
dow behind. It almost made him appear as if he had a 
halo. “Not a retail job. I hire people who love giving. Just 
giving. And right now there is an opening in the Silver 
Bells department. I need a very special someone, perhaps 
yourself, who would enjoy working in that department. 
My Silver Bells staff … you see they are just the best giv-
ers there are. You see, giving doesn’t just begin or end 

Continued on Page 9

Westmoreland 
Construction

5240 Morrice Rd., Webberville

517-468-3685

Classic Edge Outdoor Wood Furnace
• Rebates up to $1150 on select models*, OR
• 1 Year Same As Cash (S.A.C.) financing**, OR
• 6.99% Financing for 5 years***
*Save off the MSRP of select in-stock Central Boiler outdoor furnace models at participating dealers only. See dealer for details.
**At participating US dealers only. Loans provided by EnerBank USA (1245 Brickyard Rd., Ste. 600, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) on approved 
credit, for a limited time. Repayment terms vary from 24 to 132 months. Interest waived if repayed in 365 days. 16.89% fixed APR, effective as 
of February 2017, subject to change. ***At participating US dealers only. 6.99% financing for 5 years at participating dealers. Loans provided by 
EnerBank USA (1245 Brickyard Rd., Ste. 600, Salt Lake City, UT 84106) on approved credit, for a limited time. Repayment term is 60 months. 
6.99% fixed APR, effective as of February 2017, subject to change. The first monthly payment will be due 30 days after the loan closes.

CentralBoiler.com 

Save up to

$1150*
FOR A LIMITED TIME

HESLIP’S 
AUTO REPAIR
Jim Heslip, Owner • Certifi ed Technicians

Brakes • Maintenance • AC
Suspension • Exhaust • Alignment
1107 E. Main St., Owosso

989-723-AUTO  989-723-2886



   The week of Thanksgiving is a busy time of the year to 
travel that’s marked by a large number of people traveling 
to see loved ones. In 2017, AAA projected 50.9 million 
Americans would journey 50 miles or more from home on 
Thanksgiving. While many people look forward to see-
ing their loved ones, the sheer volume of cars on the road 
during Thanksgiving week makes it a dangerous time 
to travel.
   A recent study examining the previous five years of 
data on traffic crashes in Alberta, Canada, found that 
long weekends have 18 percent more deadly accidents 
than non-holiday weekends. According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Thanksgiving is 
the most dangerous holiday for driving. The most recent data 
available from NHTSA’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System indicates that there were 
764 crashes involving a fatality during Thanksgiving 2012. In comparison, there were 
654 crashes involving a fatality during Christmas that year.
   This Thanksgiving, drivers should make it a point to follow these tips to ensure they get 
to their destinations safely and soundly.
D Check the forecast before you go. Weather can be unpredictable around Thanksgiving. 
Conditions may be sunny one day and then cold and icy the next. Stay up-to-date on the 
latest weather forecasts and road conditions as you prepare for your trip, making sensible 
decisions about traveling if there is inclement weather.
D Get your vehicle inspected. Have your vehicle inspected in the days before you hit the 
road. A mechanic’s diagnostic checkup and routine servicing, such as topping off fluids 
and changing windshield wipers, can make driving safer.
D Keep your fuel tank more than half-full. FEMA suggests keeping the tank full when 
temperatures are extremely cold. This is because condensation can build up in near-
empty gas tanks, potentially freezing fuel lines and leaving you stranded.
D Opt for airline updates. Flights can be delayed or canceled when weather is poor. Many 
airlines will now text travelers who are subscribed to updates or frequent-flyer programs 
and apps. That’s a convenient and free bonus.
D Plan for stops. Drowsy driving and distracted driving are extreme dangers across 
North America. Take breaks to avoid drowsiness, and only use a mobile device when 

safely pulled over at a 
rest stop.
D Leave plenty of time. 
There are bound to be 
many travelers come 
Thanksgiving week. Build 
extra time into your trip so 
you don’t have to speed or 
rush to make it on time.
   Thanksgiving is a big 
travel holiday. Make it to 
family dinner safe and full 
of smiles by following vari-
ous safety trips during your 
travels. TF18B488
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Mancino’s 
Gift Card

$2500

1501 E. Main St., 
Owosso 

989-725-9999

5038 Miller Rd. 
810-720-0705

Get A 
FREE
16”

Grinder
With purchase of $25 

in Gift Cards!

Closed Sunday, Dine In or Carry Out
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm; 

Fri.-Sat. 11am-10pm 

Fresh Green Bean & 
Mushroom Casserole 
Ingredients
1 lb green beans fresh or frozen, 
sliced into 1-2 in. segments. 
2 Tbsp butter
8 oz mushrooms, sliced
sea salt
black pepper, freshly ground
8 oz cream cheese, room temperature
1 Tbsp white wine vinegar
2 cloves garlic, peeled and crushed
1 1/2 tsp onion powder
1/2 c chicken or vegetable stock, low salt
1/4 tsp sea salt or to taste
1 c parmesan cheese finely grated, quantity divided

Instructions
   Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Prepare a 8x8-in. baking 
pan by spraying it with coconut oil spray or greasing with 
butter. Fill lower part of steamer with 1 1/2 to 2 in. of 
water. Bring water to a simmer. When water has reached 
a simmer, place green beans in the top portion of the 
steamer. Sprinkle lightly with salt. Cover and place over 
the simmering water in the lower portion of the steamer. 
Steam beans until crisp-tender, about 8-10 min. Transfer 
beans to the prepared baking pan.
   Heat a large skillet over med-high. Add butter. When 
butter has melted and has stopped foaming, add mush-
rooms. Lightly season mushrooms with salt and pepper.
Cook mushrooms, stirring occasionally, until tender, about 
5 min. Transfer to baking dish.
   Meanwhile, In a large mixing bowl, whip cream cheese 
with a mixer until smooth. Blend in vinegar, garlic, and 
onion powder.
   Gradually add the stock, one Tbsp. or so at a time, mix-
ing until smooth after each addition. Stir in 1/2 cup of par-
mesan cheese. Taste and add salt if necessary.  Taste after 
salting and adjust seasoning if needed.
   Spread the cream cheese mixture over the beans and 
mushrooms in the baking dish. Sprinkle the remaining 
parmesan over top. Bake in the preheated oven until bub-
bly in the center and cheese is melted, about 35 min.
   If cheese topping is not browned to your liking, place 
under the broiler for 1-2 min. to brown. Allow to cool 
5-10 min. before serving.

 
Submitted by 
Kimberly Warner, Durand 

Recipe

Byron 
Plumbing

Licensed & Insured

810-266-4255 (O)  810-343-3591 (C)

• Water Softeners
• New Construction
• Sewage & Sump Pumps

• Bladder Tanks

• Tankless Water Heater

• Drain Cleaning/Video Inspection

• Repair
• Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates

Thanksgiving Travel Safety Tips Turkey Day
Trivia

• Americans consume 
around 17.6 lbs. of turkey 
per person every year.
• Domestic turkeys actually 
cannot fly.
• Turkey eggs are tan or 
beige with brown specks 
and are larger than 
chicken eggs.
• A turkey egg takes 28 
days to incubate.
• The heaviest known tur-
key ever raised was 86 lbs.
• Benjamin Franklin actu-
ally wanted the turkey to be 
the country’s official bird.
• A baby turkey is called 
a poult.
• Wild turkeys can fly for 
short distances.
• Some turkey fossils found 
in the southern U.S. date 
back to five million years.
• Only male turkeys gobble. 
Females make a clicking 
sound.

Watch for updates 
on Facebook®

Friend Us 
on Facebook®

Our Facebook®

page is a
direct connection

to community news,
highlighting our 

weekly newspaper
 publications! 

Share our Facebook®

page with your 
friends and family! 

••••• 989-723-1118
We Can Help You 

with Your Ads!

••••• 989-723-1118
Your Community
News Source!

We Write for You!
•• 989-723-1118 ••

1907 W. M-21
Owosso

Let Us Help With 
Your Advertising

989-723-1118

1907 W. M-21
Owosso

989-723-1118

Call Us
Today!

989-723-1118

We Write
for You!

989-723-1118

“Christmas is doing 
a little something 

extra for someone.”
~ Charles M. Schulz
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25th Annual 

Festival 
of Trees 

& Corunna
Historical 

Village
McCurdy Park, Corunna

Dec. 7, 7-9 pm
Dec. 8-9 & Dec. 14-16

Open 6-9 pm
(Festival of Trees not open on December 14)

For additional information 
call 989-743-3650

Annual
Light Parade
Friday, Dec. 7

6:30 pm

Entertainment 
Nightly

Breakfast with Santa 
in the Community Center

December 15, 9-11 am

offi cial Toys for Tots drop off

your next Treatment 
when you donate 

a new, unwrapped toy 
to benefit 

Shiawassee Co. 
Toys for Tots

Appointments must be booked by Dec. 21, 2018

Dr. Stephen Hoke, D.D.S.
1008 N. Shiawassee • Corunna • 989-743-5495

RECEIVE 
10% OFF

(can’t combine with any other offer)

Est. 1994

Monograms Etc...
EMBROIDERY & GIFTS

• T-Shirts • Hoodies • Company Logos
• Corporate Apparel • Varsity Jackets 
• Team Apparel • Personalized Gifts

989-743-5999
231 N. Shiawassee St., Downtown Corunna

www.monogramsetc.com
GROUP DISCOUNTS • ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS!

Give Your Birds Something to Sing About!
See Us For All Your Bird Feed Needs! 

417 S. Shiawassee St., Corunna

989-743-3110

Seed, Feed and More!

989-725-7117
2021 E. Main St., Owosso 

www.jacobsinsurance.com

Country Christmas at 
the Courthouse

Saturday, Dec. 1 is the date for the annual Christmas 
event at the Shiawassee County Courthouse

The Courthouse will be open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Vendors • Craft Items • Musical Performances • More

Festival of Trees
Dec. 7, 8, 9 and Dec. 15, 16 at McCurdy Park

in the Community Center
Two fun-filled weekends with Santa and Mrs. Claus pics, 

crafts, Christmas trees and local entertainment

Breakfast with Santa
Dec. 15 from 9 to 11 a.m. in the Community Center

Pancakes, sausage, juice or milk will be available!

Corunna Historical Village
www.corunnahistoricalvillage.org

It takes a month to decorate, so please come and enjoy!
Hours: Friday, Dec. 7 from 7 to 9 p.m., 

Saturday, Dec. 8 and Sunday, Dec. 9 from 
6 to 9 p.m. (The Sheldon Family Singers will 

be performing on the first weekend.),
Friday, Dec. 14, Saturday, Dec. 15, 
Sunday, Dec. 16 from 6 to 9 p.m.

Corunna Festival of 
Lights Parade
Friday, Dec. 7 at 6 p.m.

Downtown Corunna
*Applications still being accepted.

You Are Invited to CorunnA! 

Happy Holidays!
Corunna Looks Forward

to Seeing You!
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252 E. Grand River, Laingsburg
517-651-6608

FOOD & TOY DRIVE
bring in can goods or toys and get an

Eye Exam for $49!

2090 W. M-21 - Owosso
989-725-6931

Quality and Service First • James Krajcovic, Owner

OWOSSO CARPET CENTER INC.

Get a New Look for 
the Holidays with 
Flooring from...

Bring in this ad for 

15% 
OFF 

your total
purchase.

821 W. Main St. 
Owosso
989-494-0046

Broken Glass  Continued from Page 6

at Christmas. And that is what my Silver Bells people understand. The magic of Christmas 
happens every day of the year.”
   “Silver Bells department? Is that a nonprofit?” Annie inquired.
   “You could say that it is.”
   “Where is this move to?”
   There was a long pause – an awkwardly long pause, “The North Pole.”
   Annie immediately grabbed at her purse and stood to turn to the door. She had heard 
enough. The situation had become far too uncomfortable. 
   “Ask yourself, Annie, before you leave, how did I know? Take a moment. Ask 
yourself?”
   “You followed me.”
   “You wake up every morning feeling like your ‘joints are made of broken glass and the 
rest of you is made of tissue paper.’ Is that true, Annie?” He asked to her back since she 
had turned toward the door.
   How? How could this strange man in this tiny office know what the rheumatoid arthri-
tis felt like? How could he even begin to understand the pain and frailty and fatigue that 
came with the disease that she ignored. Seeing a rheumatologist was out of the question, 
of course, and she rarely if ever talked about the disease with anyone. Few people, if 
any, understood exactly how debilitating the disease could be. Also, Annie was not one 
to seek out sympathy. But, yes, amongst other characteristics, rheumatoid arthritis was 
exactly like having a body composed of broken glass and tissue paper. She had that very 
thought every single morning.
   “Annie, would you please turn to me?” his voice was soft. Gentle.
   “I’m too old for fairytales,” she said, not turning. “I mean, really, the North Pole?”
   “Please turn to me,”
   Gripping her purse, Annie obliged him. She turned. She gasped.
   The office was gone. The desk, the window … all gone. The short man with the white 
hair remained, but behind him was an evening view from a Rockwellian Christmas card. 
Stars, snow, a village, all accentuated by brightly illuminated Christmas trees and cheer-
ful decorations.
   “Annie, you know what this is? I know you do know what this is.” He smiled. “And you 
know who I am, too. You don’t have to say it. What you do need to realize is that giving is 
what keeps this place going,” he waved at the backdrop. “Giving is what keeps everything 
going. And giving above and beyond oneself, my dear, that is a rather rare thing. You of-
fer that rare characteristic.”
   Annie simply stood before him.
   “Annie, I would be honored if you would accept the position to work in the Silver Bells 
department. Is that something that just might interest you?” He asked.
   Still gripping her purse, Annie studied his face. He seemed earnest. She looked at the 
picturesque scenery, at the village, the cobblestone walks and the bright windows. Was 
this honestly the North Pole? Or had she had some type of mental breakdown? She did 
not know.
   He chuckled yet again. “Shall we talk about the details of a contract? Perhaps see if we 
can come to an agreement?”
   Annie nodded. Talking would not hurt. She could talk. It did not necessarily mean she 
was taking the job, but she could talk, right?
   The man held out his hand, gently taking hers in his grasp. “Let’s talk, then. Let’s figure 
out a way to use this amazing gift of giving you have to make this world an even better 
place.” He smiled. “Giving is what keeps everything going,” he repeated. “Oh, and we do 
have a rheumatologist at the North Pole.”
   He winked at her. She smiled. It was the first time she had fully smiled in quite some 
time, actually.

Red Cream Soda Punch
Prep: 5 min. & chilling
4 qts. cold water
2 cans (12 oz. each) frozen orange juice concentrate, 
thawed
1 can (12 oz. each) frozen lemonade concentrate, thawed
1/2 c sugar
1 bottle (2 liters) red cream soda, chilled
   In a large punch bowl or several pitchers, combine the 
water, concentrates and sugar; stir until sugar is dissolved. 
Refrigerate for 2 hrs. or until chilled. Just before serving. 
Stir in the cream soda. Yield: about 7 quarts 

Submitted by Kristy Sweers, The Independent

Recipes

Rosemary Citrus Sorbet
Prep: 10 min. Freeze: 1-3/4 hrs.
1/2 c sugar
1/2 c water
1-1/2 tsps.packed fresh rosemary leaves
1/2 c pink grapefruit juice
1 tsp. lime juice
   In a small saucepan, bring the sugar, water and rosemary 
to a boil. Remove from the heat; let stand for 2 min. Strain 
and discard rosemary. Stir in the grape fruit juice and lime 
juice. Pour into a shallow 1 qt. dish; cover and freeze for 
45 min. or until edges begin to firm. Stir and return to 
freezer. Repeat every 30 mins. or until slushy; about 1 hr. 
Yield: 2 servings.

Submitted by Kristy Sweers, The Independent

Turkey Day
Trivia

• Thanksgiving Day is a 
national holiday in the U.S. 
celebrated on the fourth 
Thursday of November.
•  Thomas Jefferson chose 
not to observe Thanksgiving 
though George Washington 
had proclaimed it a holiday 
around 1789.
• At first, Washington 
wanted Thanksgiving to be 
observed in February and 
it appears the holiday was 
shuffled around early on.
• Thanksgiving did not be-
come a federal holiday until 
1863.
• According to attendee 
Edward Winslow, the first 
“Thanksgiving” lasted for 
three days.
• After the Civil War, 
Thanksgiving traditions 
varied from region to 
region.
• In 1939, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt officially moved 
Thanksgiving from the last 
Thursday of November to 
the fourth Thursday.
• Green bean casserole was 
not introduced as a dish un-
til 1955.
• The Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade has been held 
annually since 1924.
• John F. Kennedy was 
likely the first president to 
spare a turkey given to him. 
Ronald Reagon was the first 
president to grant a pardon 
for a turkey.

Citrus Iced Tea
Prep: 20 min. and cooling
2 qts water, divided
6 individual tea bags
1 to 2 mint sprigs
1/2 oz sugar-free lemonade soft drink mix
2 c orange juice
   In a Dutch oven, bring 1 qt. of water to a boil. Add tea 
bags and mint. Cover and steep for 10 min. Strain; discard 
tea bags and mint. In a large container, combine lemonade 
mix and remaining water. Stir in the tea and orange juice. 
Cool. Serve over ice. Yield: 8 servings.

Submitted by Kristy Sweers, The Independent

We Write for You!
The Independent Newsgroup

• • • 989-723-1118 • • •
Facebook: Independent Newsgroup

www.owossoindependent.com

We Write for You!
The Independent Newsgroup
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We Write for You!
The Independent 
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  We Write For 

You!
• • • 989-723-1118 • • •

Facebook: Independent Newsgroup
www.owossoindependent.com

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Sit, Relax and 
Enjoy Your 

Newspaper!

989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup

Sit, Relax and 
Enjoy Your 

Newspaper!
989-723-1118

“Thanksgiving just gets me all warm and tingly and all kinds of wonderful inside.”
~ Willard Scott
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Now’s the perfect time to upgrade 
your old wood burning fi replace to 

a beautiful gas insert!
Call or stop by our showroom.

203 S. Water St., Owosso
(989) 723-4220

www.maurerheating.com

 Baker Insurance 
Agency

 Call Bill, Jed, Bob, Pat or Tom
11927 Main St., Lennon  810-621-3400
We are independent agents proudly representing

Find out how you can save 
money with Auto-Owners 

multi-policy discounts.

Appetizer Meatballs
Ingredients
1 lb ground beef 
1 egg
1/2 c soft bread crumbs 
1/4 c milk 
1/3 c finely chopped onion 
1 tsp garlic powder 
1/2 tsp salt 
1 tsp Worcestershire sauce 

Sauce: 
1/2 c ketchup 
1/3 c sugar 
1/3 c Apple cider vinegar 
1 Tbsp Worcestershire sauce 
1/8 tsp pepper

Instructions
   Combine first 7 ingredients, mix well. Shape into 1 in. 
balls. Brown meatballs in a skillet over med. heat; drain. 
Place meatballs in 2 1/2 qt. baking dish. Combine sauce 
ingredients. Pour over meatballs. Bake at 350 degrees for 
50-60 min. Or place in crockpot for 2 hrs. on low. Yields: 
3 dozen 

Submitted by Kimberly Warner, Durand 

Recipe

Top-selling Gifts From Years Past
   Many children who grew up in the 1980s hoped to find a 
wrapped Cabbage Patch Doll under the tree on Christmas 
morning, and many parents went to great lengths to pro-
cure such dolls for their children.
   Cabbage Patch Dolls are just one example of a toy creat-
ing    a shopping frenzy. Over the years, many toys have 
become the must-have presents of their times. The follow-
ing is a history of some of the more popular gifts from 
bygone years.
1984: Transformers were a must-have present in 1984. 
Originally produced by a Japanese toy company, 
Transformers were eventually produced by Hasbro and 
became so popular they were a toy that spawned an ani-
mated series (not the series leading to the toy) and later 
block-buster live-action movies.
1985: Just about every child, and maybe even adult, want-
ed a Nintendo Entertainment System for Christmas in the 

1980s. The system ushered 
in a new era of gaming, and 
helped make Super Mario 
Bros. a household name. 
NES continued its success 
for several years, selling 
seven million systems dur-
ing the 1988 holiday season.
1986: Introduced the pre-
vious year, Teddy Ruxpin 
was an animatronic bear 
that would tell stories from 
a cassette tape inserted in 
his back.
1990: Were you a fan of 
Michelangelo, Leonardo, 
Donatello, or Raphael? 
Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles were named after 
Renaissance artists, but they 
were just pizza-eating teen-
age heroes at the start of the 
1990s. Kids obsessed over 
these action figures and the 
animated series that fea-
tured them.
1992: Barbie has always 
been a popular holiday gift, 
but her reinvented Barbie 
Dream House was some-
thing girls were clamor-
ing for in the early 1990s. 
Barbie’s trendsetting home 
featured a ringing telephone, 
a working doorbell and a 
fireplace that lit up.

1993: The Talkboy was a portable audio cassette player 
and recorder made popular by the movie “Home Alone 2: 
Lost in New York.”
1995: Beanie Babies were a popular line of collectibles 
that enjoyed their heyday in 1995. Rare Beanie Babies 
would later be worth hundreds of dollars.
1997: Tamagotchi made its appearance and became a pre-
miere virtual “pet.” Industry insiders estimate that, at the 
height of its popularity, 15 Tamagotchis sold every minute 
across North America.
1998: Building on the Tamagotchi success, Furbies were 
poised to become a hit as well. And they did, as 27 million 
Furbies were sold in 1998 alone.
   Pokémon cards, Razor Scooters, Nintendo DS, Xbox 
360, PlayStation 3, and many other gifts have reigned su-
preme during the holiday shopping season. Last year L.O.L. 
Surprise Dolls were the sleeper hit, and who is to say which 
gift will capture the hearts of kids this year? GG189322

            THE DOWNTOWN CHRISTMAS TREE was dedicated to Joe Merkel 
in a ceremony on Wednesday, Nov. 7. The tree, located in the Main Street Pla-
za, has become a central feature of the Owosso holiday season. In 2017, Shar 
Haskins stepped forward with a donation of $12,000, contributed in honor of 
her late father, Joe Merkel (previous owner of Jumbo’s). Her donation was used 
to enlarge the tree on the corner of Main and Washington streets.
   This year, Owosso Main Street/DDA decided to name the tree after Joe Merkel 
who had a passion for supporting the Owosso community. 
   Haskins can be seen standing with Owosso Mayor Chris Eveleth during the 
naming ceremony.
   A plaque will be installed in the Main Street Plaza.
   The 10th Annual Glow Owosso parade is planned for Friday, Nov. 23 at 
6:30 p.m. After the parade, a public Owosso Christmas Tree lighting ceremony 
is planned. Don’t miss out. Santa will also be in attendance that evening.

(Courtesy Photo)

Gingerbread Goodness 

   Gingerbread is a broad term that can describe any-
thing from a firm and crispy cookie to a moist, soft 
cake. Traditionally, gingerbread is seasoned with ginger, 
cloves, nutmeg, and other aromatic spices. Molasses and 
brown sugar counteract the spice with sweetness. North 
Americans have been baking gingerbread in various 
shapes or forms for more than 200 years, and the recipes 
even pre-date the American revolution. However, ginger-
bread dates back even further to the Shakespearean era, 
with The Bard having mentioned it in one of his plays. 
Gingerbread’s name can be trace to medieval England 
and once referred to any kind of preserved ginger. The 
term went on to reference ginger-flavored cakes in the 
15th century, and gingerbread eventually became popu-
lar throughout the world. Even though gingerbread 

Continued on Page 11
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BIG MONEY 

P.O. Box 63 • 989-723-7377
Handicap Accessible

NEW 

LOCATION
Shiawassee 

Conservation Club

4247 N. M-52, Owosso

• Progressive Jackpot
• Larger Payouts
Tuesday 10:30am
Friday 6pm
Sunday 4pm

1-888-396-9580
Lake City, MI 49651  

“Rock of Ages” Dinner/Show  January 20

“Grease” Dinner/Show & Hoosier Casino March 12-14

Myrtle Beach Oceanfront Vacation March 31-April 6

New York City, NY   May 19-25

North Country Tours L.L.C.
All details at Northcountrytours.net

Gingerbread  Continued from Page 10

cakes and cookies have been made for centuries, Germans 
are often credited with creating gingerbread houses, ac-
cording to Smithsonian. They were probably modeled 
after the witch’s candy cottage in the German fairy tale, 
“Hansel and Gretel.” Even though gingerbread can be 
made any time of year, it is particularly associated with 
the Christmas season, with gingerbread men and other 
fanciful shapes turning up on cookie platters. TF18C573

Santa and Mrs. Claus to Visit Perry
  Santa (and Mrs. Claus) will make an appearance at 
the 2nd annual Christmas Fantasy in Perry, from 6 to 
8 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 8 at the Calkins-Macqueen 
House Museum, which is located at corner of E. First and 
S. Madison streets in Perry.
   Children will have the opportunity to deliver their wish 
lists, have a photo taken and receive a sweet treat from 
the jolly ‘ole elf. Parents are reminded to have their cam-
eras ready to capture the moment of their child’s visit 
with St. Nick.

Christmas Crafts at 
Owosso Library

  The Owosso branch of the Shiawassee District 
Library will host two Christmas craft sessions for 
adults and teens. Participants will be making a painted 
Christmas candle jar at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 6 and 
at 1:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 7. The cost is $5 per per-
son. Pre-registration is required. For more informa-
tion, or to register, please call the Owosso branch at 
(989) 725-5134.

Marines Corps 
Continues to 
‘Take Care 
of Those 

Forgotten’
by Graham Sturgeon, 

co-editor

  In 2005, U.S. Marine veter-
an Gerald Alcorn became the 
Shiawassee County Toys For 
Tots coordinator, and he has 
since partnered with Harold 
R. Cooley Detachment #841 
of the U.S. Marine Corps 
League and a host of other 
volunteers to greatly expand 
the reach of the countywide 
program to include more 
than 150 participating busi-
nesses and organizations. 
Together, the group collect-
ed and distributed 10,385 
toys to Shiawassee County 
children in 2017.
  With more and more 
Shiawassee County resi-
dents utilizing Toys For 
Tots every year, Alcorn’s 
team of dedicated volun-
teers has been instrumental 
in the program’s success 
over the years. The volun-
teer team is led by the Harold R. Cooley Marines, but 
also includes integral volunteers like logistics coordinator 
Torrie Frantz, of GST Michigan Works! in Owosso; vol-
unteer coordinator Christial Sierra, the founder of Angel’s 
Hands Outreach in Owosso; marketing coordinator Lance 
Gilmore of Gilmore International; warehouse coordinator 
Phil Heavilin with Shiawassee Health and Wellness; and 
Eric Sexton of Davis Cartage.
  And joining the team in 2018 is Christopher Owens, the 
secretary of Owosso Masonic Lodge #81, who coordinates 
his fellow brethren from lodges throughout the county to 
further enhance the Toys For Tots program.
  Each member of the team pulls their weight, in one way 
or another, but over the past 12 years, the Marines have 
done a lot of the heavy lifting. While much of the team 
works behind the scenes coordinating the organization’s 
countywide toy collection, signing up families for distri-
bution and staffing the Toys For Tots Toy Store, the Harold 
R. Cooley Marines have largely become the public face.
  The Marines all chose to serve their country when 
they took the Marine Corps Oath years ago, and for the 

members of Detachment #841, that dedication to their 
country has not waned. When they took that oath, they 
became public servants, a title they have each carried 
proudly throughout life.
  The Harold R. Cooley Marines support a number of 
causes throughout the county, providing color guard 
and funeral details, awarding scholarships, participating 
in fundraisers and donating time and funds to churches, 
youth programs and veteran services organizations.
   As Toys For Tots volunteers, the Marines from 
Detachment #841 have shouldered the load of deliver-
ing drop-off boxes and collecting toys from the 150-plus 
drop-off locations, which are located in every city and vil-
lage in Shiawassee County. For 12, going on 13 years, a 
long list of Marines have donated countless hours of their 
time driving from one corner of the county to the other, on 
their own dime, to ensure that every child in Shiawassee 
County has a present to open on Christmas morning.
  That list includes Harold R. Cooley Marines such as 
Pastor John Downing, George Ramos, Terry Anderson, 
Chuck Hendrix, Bill Chanda, Chuck Spring and 

Continued on Page 32

  THE TOYS FOR TOTS of Shiawassee County Toy Store has changed locations 
for 2018 to the Corunna Community Center in McCurdy Park, which is handicap 
accessible, is centrally located within Shiawassee County and has all the space nec-
essary to host the countywide Toys For Tots program.
  The 2018 Toys For Tots sign-up period began on Wednesday, Nov. 14 at the Co-
runna Community Center, 421 Emma Dr. in Corunna, and future sign-up dates are 
as follows:
• On Wednesday, Nov. 28 from 4 to 6 p.m.
• On Monday, Dec. 3 from 4 to 6 p.m.
• On Thursday, Dec. 6 from 4 to 6 p.m.
• On Saturday, Dec. 15 from 8 a.m. to noon
  To sign up for Toys For Tots, parents or guardians must bring ID and proof of 
child/children. Valid forms of identification include social security cards and 
birth certificates.
   Also, volunteers are always welcome, and volunteer information can be obtained 
by visiting the Corunna Community Center during the aforementioned sign-up 
dates and times, by calling (989) 720-8487, or by sending an email to info@t4ts.org.

(Courtesy Image)

Santa Clause is Coming to Morrice
  Santa Clause will be making a stop at the 
Morrice Community Park on Saturday, Dec. 1 
from 11 a.m. to noon. Children are invited to sit on 
Santa’s lap and enjoy a gift (gifts are for children 
under 12), candy cane and hot chocolate (while sup-
plies last). Parents are reminded to bring their cameras 
to preserve the memory for a lifetime. The Morrice 
park will glisten with Christmas lights throughout 
the month of December for all to enjoy, thanks to the 
Morrice DDA.
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Holiday Open House
Nov. 23-25

Durand
Railroaders

Apparel

Ombre Infinity Scarves 
$4.99

Kitchen Linens 
$2.99

Select Wallets $6.99

Select
Boot Socks

Buy 1 
Get 1  FREE

Christmas 
Fuzzy Socks

3 Pack
$5.99

989-288-6886
shawspharmacy.com

Downtown 
Durand

FREE Gift with $15 Gift Purchase(while supplies last)

✳

✳

✳

✳

Lansing Rd., Durand 
Exit 118 off I-69 • Open 24 Hours

989-288-2121

4530 Lansing Rd., Bancroft

989-634-9156

MONROE 
POINT
 SHELL

Products & Service 
You Can Depend On 

SINCE 1960

Knowing your local independent  
agent, and the company that stands  

behind them, has your family covered.

 101 N. Saginaw St., Durand  989-288-2678
 We are independent agents proudly representing

 IRON HORSE PUB
Serving the Community for 40 Years

 Open Thanksgiving,
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day!

 Open 
- 7 Days -

 8 Page
Menu

 Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner ANYTIME!
 “Others Have Tried to Imitate But Just Can’t 

Duplicate Our Quality & Service”

 Uptown Durand • 989-288-2537

Welcome to Durand
Durand Union Station Holiday Open House

Friday, Dec. 7 from 6 to 9 p.m.

Come celebrate the season at the depot. Enjoy snacks and sweets 
and get in the holiday spirit as you visit with family and friends in 

the beautifully decorated Durand Union Station ballroom.
Take a stroll and explore the rest of the trees and decorations throughout the building.

Live musical entertainment
For more information, please call (989) 288-3561 or visit www.durandstation.org

Wine & Beer Tasting at the
Durand Union Station
Saturday, Dec. 8 from 6 to 9:30 p.m.

Purchase tickets by calling (989) 288-3561 or visit the Durand Union Station
$25/person, $48/couple, $180/group of 8

All proceeds benefit the Durand Union Station
Featuring wine and beer from Fenton Winery & Brewery

Please Visit During the Holidays and Enjoy the Friendly Community Atmosphere!
Please Support These Participating Merchants



     SANTA’S LIGHT PARADE in the 
city of Durand will begin at 6 p.m. 
on Friday, Nov. 23, with the parade 
of lighted vehicles and floats travel-
ing south on N. Saginaw St. to the 
Sandula Clock Tower at the inter-
section of E. Main St., where Santa 
will help Durand Mayor Deb Doyle 
light the city’s Christmas lights.
  After helping the city kick off the 
2018 holiday season, Santa will then head to Durand Union Station to greet children as part of Christmas 
at the Depot. Santa will actually greet infants and toddlers at the Depot from 1 to 3 p.m. on Nov. 23, with all 
other children getting their chance to share their Christmas wish lists with Santa following the parade.
  Shown during Santa’s Light Parade in 2016 are annual parade entrants Shaw’s Pharmacy & Gifts (left) 
and the Durand Rotary Club.

(Independent File Photos/Graham Sturgeon)
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205 W. Main St. • Durand • 989-288-3711
Mon.-Fri. 9am to 8pm • Sat. 9am to 2pm

OPEN 
HOUSE 
Dec. 13 & 14

• Free Gift Box with Every 
Gift Card Purchase

• 20% Off All Retail
(including hot styling tools)

• Free Samples 
& Refreshments

• Lots of Great Gift Ideas

Come in for a Service & 
ENTER TO WIN 
our Holiday Basket! 
~ A $300 Value ~
Lots of Holiday Gift Packs from Redken, Pureology, Kenra

www.changesdurand.com

Buy a 
$50 Gift Card 

& Enter to Win 
a $50 Gift Card

Shiawassee County’s Only 
Full Service Jeweler

OPEN 
SATURDAYS
9:30am until 2pm 

thru Dec. 22

IN STORE
BLACK FRIDAY 

SPECIALS

105 N. Saginaw St., Durand
989-288-5055 

JimsPizzaDurand
JimsPizzaDurand@yahoo.com

11am until 11pm
215 N. Saginaw St., Durand

989-288-7878

 311 N. Oak St., Durand
Hours: 7AM-10PM 7 Days A Week 

989-288-3382
riversidemarket.net
 Double Coupons 7 Days A Week

We 
Now Carry 

Blue Buffalo 
Premium 
Pet Food

DISPLAY SALE 
NOW THROUGH 

DEC. 21
All Durand and Burton displays 

are marked down from order prices. 

Place your order this winter, and we will 
have it ready to be set this spring.

8966 E. Lansing Rd., Durand ❄ 989-288-5336
Open Daily 8am-5pm and evenings

Weekends by appointment

marshmonumentcompany.com

Closed Friday, Nov. 23

Welcome to Durand
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“Building Michigan Since 1949”

2  Bedroom 
Spacious 

Conveniently Located 
Minutes 

from I-69 in Durand 
989-288-6825

www.cvaptsdurand.com

 Commercial - Industrial
Conventional

Pre-engineered
Design/Build

Site Development
Road & Parking Lot Construction

 8888 E. Lansing Rd., Durand
989-288-6046 

www.perrinconstructionco.com

blackmore-rowe
insurance

 Durand 989-288-2654  
blackmorerowedurand.com

Stephanie Cleveland Yvonne Ryan

Byron 810-266-4892  
blackmorerowebyron.com

Tom Ray Beverly Miller

Call us for 
all your 

insurance 
needs

8600 Lansing Rd. • Durand 
989-288-2105    doormart@frontier.com

Jeremy Hart James Hart

Welcome to Durand
   DURAND UNION STATION (DUS) put on it traditional Christmas 
event on in November 2017 following the Durand Light Parade. After 
riding in the parade, Santa then made his way to the Depot, where he 
spent the rest of the evening greeting and visiting with children. The 
Depot was decked out in all the splendid holiday beauty it is known for, 
and some of the many Depot volunteers and Durand Rotary members 
chipped in to make the night memorable for everyone in attendance.
  The crowds of guests entered the Depot ticket lobby, where they were 
entertained by the Durand High School Madrigals while they waited for 
their turn to see Santa. Groups of children and their parents were then es-
corted upstairs to the Depot’s second level, where the guests were treated 
to story time with Bart Harris of State Farm Insurance of Durand, who 
can be seen reading “The Night Before Christmas” to children.
  Guests also made reindeer food, had cookies, and were given a stuffed 
animal as part of the Depot’s annual holiday event.

(File Photo)

Durand Welcomes 
You During the 

Holidays and 
Throughout 

the Year!
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Remember it Well…

Christmas Catalog Joy
by Elizabeth Wehman

   Call me greedy. Or better yet, commercialized, but as a child I liked 
nothing better than browsing through my latest Sears ‘Wish Book’ toy 
catalog during the holiday season. Like the Black Friday shopping ads 
of 2018, the ‘Wish Book’ was nothing more than my Christmas list ne-
cessity. Without my personal copy, it just wasn’t Christmas. 
   Who doesn’t remember the moment the ‘Wish Book’ catalog arrived 
via the mail or if you were lucky… you could pick up your copy at the 
store? The excitement of its arrival brought ideas beyond what I could 
imagine myself. Wrapped in the usual clear cellophane cover, holding it 
in your hands was magical and stirred emotions of have-to-haves faster 
than any Christmas commercial. It heralded the anticipation of the best 
holiday of the year.
   The cover art alone brought Christmas alive, like nothing else. It usu-
ally contained a child gazing at a toy placed directly under the prettiest 
Christmas tree ever to adorn a living room corner. Or better yet, the lat-
est snapshot of Santa himself. It could transport any child to a mystical 
Christmas morning just by admiring the ‘straight from the North Pole’ de-
sign. It held a special spot on a coffee table for months and it was the most sought after 
publication in homes during the 1960s and 70s holiday seasons. 
   The ‘Wish Book’ retail catalog began in the 1930s and by the 1960s more and more 
stores began trying to reinvent the masterful marketing tool. The effective advertising 
strategy helped to create children’s Christmas wish lists from Maine to Arizona. And the 
name alone elicited fond wishes for the upcoming season. 
   My list was specific. The doll featured on page 54, in the right hand corner. I would 
want two. One doll would suffice, but she’d do even better with a sister. I left nothing to 
Santa’s imagination or intuitive insight. Sure, I would be thrilled to have any baby doll, 
but the one on page 82 eats, moves, and wets. I would be sure Santa knew that if I did 
receive her, I’d need the five piece set of diapers on page 85. Oh, and a stroller in which to 
transport her to Grandmother’s house. A pink one, like the one displayed on page 96. 
   Surprisingly, it is reported that the holiday ‘Wish Books’ would end up in your home’s 
mailbox near the end of August or at the beginning of September. The result?  It was 
assured that by December 24, the dream catalog would have a missing back page, yet the 

clothing pages relatively in tack. Who wanted a turtleneck for Christmas anyway? By 
Thanksgiving, the pages had frayed edges as well as certain important pages missing. 
   The book contained more items than just the seasonal Christmas items. Space was 
given for Halloween costumes. I remember getting some of my best ‘Trick or Treat’ 

apparel ideas from the contents of the magical catalog. Better yet, if you 
missed the costumes, you could buy an entire set of red and green, flannel 
family pajamas. In every size; even for Dad. Some of the best Christmas 
card photos were brought about by the festive, footie nightly attire of
the 1970s. 
   Inevitably, my brothers would tear out the dirt bike ads to give Santa 
an enormous hint on which particular color, desired horse-power, specific 
style handlebars was desired for their Christmas dream come true.  Minus 
the price - conveniently cut away. Glue would be used to attach it to the 
top of their Christmas list. 
   The Christmas season hasn’t gotten any earlier as we tend to think each 
year, we just don’t have a ‘Wish Book’ to herald it any longer. I can re-
member my mother actually asking for the publication while shopping for 
school clothes. Had it arrived yet? When would it be available? If it was 
available, it was almost too much anticipation to get back to the car in 
order to pull it out to gaze at what Sears thought would make my holiday 
even brighter. And guess what, they were usually exactly right.  
   Perhaps without my awareness, it brought a sense of contentment to 

parents, knowing a catalog could keep their children’s attention for the next month or two. 
If the retailer were late in getting it printed, every family in America clamored for a pub-
lication date. 
   The publication brought anticipation that even though it was the beginning of a school 
year, Christmas vacation would follow sooner than later. The favorite holiday of the year. 
It heralded the anticipation of a ‘Merry Christmas’ better than the arrival of Christmas 
lights dotting each front porch in America. 
   The catalog would range from 400-500 pages, which was a smaller version than the 
regular Spring/Summer or Fall/Winter editions printed by the store. Each page high-
lighted a great Christmas gift idea for many members of the family, but often, the last 
two-third section was for the children. Dolls of every size, dump trucks with real working 
parts, Hot Wheels and Barbie dolls, train sets to construction site replicas were put on 
each page in anticipation that items from it would end up under your Christmas tree.
   It was the largest assortment of toys ever to be seen at one time and in one place. And 
amazingly, some of the toys had never been seen before. Their debut heralded the best 
of the ‘Wish Book’ contents. A little tiny plastic oven that could bake cakes and cookies 
just like mother, complete with pans and cooking utensils to keep a little girl happy for 

Continued on Page 16

Encouraging & 
Enriching Lives

989.723.3807

Owosso

www.welcomehomeassistedliving.net
• Delivery Available!

• Private Banquet Room

• Off-site Catering Available

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
November 16 - Chris & Matt Carl 7-9pm
November 17 - Monte Pride 7-9pm

romasbackdoor.com

Book Your 
Holiday Party Now!

Catering Party Packs
$2395

(Call for details.)

Starting 
at Off-Site

200 E. Comstock St., Owosso • 989-725-5767 • 7 DAYS A WEEK

YOUR HOMETOWN PLOW EXPERTS!
Draw-Tite Hitches, 

Meyer Plows, 
Wiring, Repair, 
Truck & Car 
Accessories

710 S. CHIPMAN ST., OWOSSO
PH 989-725-9977

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5, 
Sat. By Appointment
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URGENT CARE
Walk-In Care Center
9am-7pm Daily

Chiropractic

Lab & X-Ray

Physical Therapy  

Internal Medicine

989-723-8666 
Accountability • Affordability • Availablility

200 Health Park Dr., Owosso • www.owossomedicalgroup.com

-- ATTENTION --

NEW PATIENTS
Drawings for Festive Holiday Gift Basket
One chance to win. New Patients only. Drawing Held Dec. 19, 2018.

E
N

T
E

R

E
N

T
E

R

Pulmonary  

Sleep Center

Dermatology

CardiovascularOWOSSO MEDICAL  GROUP

Remember it Well Continued from Page 15

at least an afternoon. Or how about an odd warming box that transformed blocks 
of plastic, when warmed, into dinosaurs or odd flying creatures. Toys of every 
kind, like the Easy Bake Oven and the Strange Change machine, helped to keep 
children’s play times full of imagination and creativity. 
  Better yet, nothing helped Christmas shopping and gift ideas better than that book. 
If you were stumped as to what to buy Grandma, there were multiple ideas in the 
pages of the catalog. It was almost like that merchandizing phenomena begged 
viewers to consider something a little odd or different for gift giving that year.  
   I’m sure the catalog made Santa happy. Instead of trying to decide what each 
child would desire under their tree on Christmas morning, he just needed to head 
to Sears to pick up all the desired gifts on every child’s wish list. Surely, he appre-
ciated our attempts at making his job easier. Or, that’s what I thought as a child. 
It was my attempt to help. 
   Even after Christmas, the book continued to bring enjoyment to families. Some of 
my best wanna-be author or novel creation attempts took cut-out models from the 
catalog to create characters for possible published stories. Good displayed school 
projects revealed cut out photos from the ‘Wish Book’ despite its used and dog-
eared pages. What greedy child didn’t start to look for wishes for the next year or for 
that upcoming birthday? So really, it was a multi-functional book.
   The ‘Wish Book’ ceased publication in 1993, but 
launched again in 2007 due to the enor-
mous void it left. Many previous ‘Wish 
Book’ catalogs from the 1960s can now be 
found on the Internet and many go for as 
much as $350 as well as a website entitled 
the ‘Wish Book’ Web which includes high-
quality scans of Christmas catalogs from 
1933 to 1988.  If you can manage to find one 
still in pristine condition.
   Did any of us realize that it was only a 
glorified way to get you to buy merchan-
dise? Probably, to the adults… but to us… the 
children of the 60s and 70s, it was almost as 
great as Amazon. It was how many Christmas 
dreams came true. 

      THE 2017 CORUN-
NA CHRISTMAS at 
the Courthouse event 
was held on Saturday, 
Dec. 2 and included a 
wide array of vendors 
selling baked goods, can-
dles, jewelry and an as-
sortment of craft items. 
This is the view from 
the 2nd-floor rotunda 
overlooking the cen-
tral Christmas tree and 
1st-floor shoppers.
   The 2018 Country 
Christmas at the Court-
house is planned for Sat-
urday, Dec. 1.

(Independent File Photo/
Karen Mead-Elford)

“It’s like being at 
the kids’ table at 

Thanksgiving - you can 
put your elbows on it, 
you don’t have to talk 
politics... no matter 

how old I get, there’s 
always a part of me 
that’s sitting there.”

~ John Hughes
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Subject to Customer and device payment agreements and credit approval. Offers & coverage, varying by svc., not available everywhere. 
Activation fees apply. Activation fees apply. See vzw.com. © 2018 Verizon Wireless. See verizonwireless.com/bestnetwork for details. © 
2018 Verizon Wireless. © 2018 Samsung Telecommunications America, LLC. Samsung and Galaxy Tab are both registered trademarks of 
Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd. © 2018 Verizon Wireless.

While supplies last. Only at Wireless Zone® of Owosso.

Robert Zalokar, CFP®, CPA
Certified Financial Planner™

408 N. Water St.
Owosso, MI 48867 989-725-1116

Wishing All A 
Happy Thanksgiving!

   CHRISTMAS CAME EARLY TO OWOSSO once 
again, as over 250 Santas from the famous Charles 
W. Howard Santa Claus School in Midland visited in 
October to ride the #1225 Pere Marquette at the 
Steam Railroading Institute (SRI).
   Stopping at the SRI all the way from the North Pole 
on that Friday afternoon, though they sometimes spend 
their summers in Sioux Falls, SD, was Kris Kringle 
and his wife – who occasionally go by Bill and Jeanne 
Pattison. Kringle/Pattison shared that it is his goal to 
deliver “hope, inspiration, love and civility” to every-
one he meets because the world definitely needs more 
civility. So what are some of Kringle’s more interesting 
experiences? He has had many, including a visit from 
producer Steven Spielberg and also an unusually cold 
holiday season spent in Chicago in 2017. Requests? 
Kringle/Pattison has had children request everything 
from a steak to a vacuum cleaner. 

 (Independent Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)
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Laingsburg Author Emphasizes Balance
by Karen Mead-Elford, co-editor

   “This sand dollar is my gift to you,” is a simple statement accentuated in a 2011 book 
written by Michael Woodworth of Laingsburg. The book titled “The Sand Dollar” is the 
first in a series of four. The second book is named “The Crab” and will soon be available 
for purchase. However, it is The Sand Dollar that establishes the focus of the series: bal-
ance. That message is key.

Continued on Page 22

   MICHAEL WOODWORTH is shown holding his book “The Sand Dollar.” The 
illustrations from the book, seen on the left, were created by Craig Pennington.
   Woodworth is in the process of finalizing another book in the series titled 
“The Crab.”

 (Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

119 N. Washington St. • Owosso • 725-8450
Hours: Mon-Thur 9:30-6 • Fri 9:30-8 • Sat 9:30-5 • Sun 12-4

www.normhenryshoes.com
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989-723-8927
sobakshomemedical.com

• Gift Certificates Available 
• Financing Available

Black Friday 
Nov. 23rd

8:30am to
5:30pm

Owosso Store Only

Save Hundreds of $$$
on In-stock Lift Chairs!

HOME MEDICAL

Home Medical Inc.

   HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE gathered the day after Thanksgiving in 2017 to witness the 
downtown Owosso tree lighting ceremony in the Main Street Plaza.

 (Independent File Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)

   SANTA ARRIVED dur-
ing the Memorial Health-
care Auxiliary’s annual 
“Tree of Love” Christmas 
event in November 2017.
    Bentley Yerian (right), 
just 2 1/2 years old last 
year, greeted Santa with 
open arms for the first 
time. Bentley was previ-
ously intimated with other 
Santa-helper encounters, 
but faced with the “real 
deal” in the Memorial au-
ditorium, he was openly 
receptive. 
   Related information is 
on page 22.

 (Independent File Photo /
Karen Mead-Elford)

   THE HISTORIC PERE 
MARQUETTE 1225 is 
shown on a North Pole Ex-
press excursion in Novem-
ber 2017.
   The famed steam engine 
is located at the Steam 
Railroading Institute (SRI) 
in Owosso. More informa-
tion is available at www.
michigansteamtrain.com.

 (Independent Photo/
Karen Mead-Elford)

••••• 989-723-1118
We Can Help You 

with Your Ads!

••••• 989-723-1118
Your Community
News Source!

We Write for You!
•• 989-723-1118 ••

1907 W. M-21
Owosso

Let Us Help With 
Your Advertising

989-723-1118

1907 W. M-21
Owosso

989-723-1118

Call Us
Today!

989-723-1118

We Write
for You!

989-723-1118

Turkey Day
Trivia

• After the Civil War, 
geese, turkeys and chick-
ens became more common 
for Thanksgiving dinner. 

• Thanksgiving is still one 
of the busiest travel periods 
of the year.
• Thanksgiving is also one 
of the busiest nights of the 
year for bars and clubs.
• Because Thanksgiving is 
a holiday, all government 
offices close.

• Implants 

• Full Mouth Restorations 

• Complete Smile Makeovers 

• CEREC Technology
For Beautiful Crowns 

in Just One Visit!

989-743-4851
RiverviewSmiles.com

611 N. Shiawassee St., Corunna

Paul Kuhlman, D.D.S. • Dirk Rennick, D.D.S.• Curtis Neal, D.D.S.



Pets and Holiday Gifting
     The American Pet Products Association says pet own-
ers spend billions of dollars 
on their pets each year. The 
majority of pet owners plan 
to gift their pets on holi-
days such as Valentine’s 
Day, Halloween and 
Christmas. DogTime.com 
says that pet presents are 
not a North American phe-
nomenon, either. Pet own-
ers in the United Kingdom 
are expected to spend the 
equivalent of $46 U.S. per 
pet on gifts.
   While dog owners are 
more likely to buy their 
pets gifts, cat owners have 
been closing that gap over 
the years. Some pet parents 
even offer Christmas cards 
or hang Christmas stock-
ings for their pets.
   According to data from 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
shoppers between the ages 
of 17 and 21 are willing to 
spend more than anyone 
else ($70) on holiday gifts 
for their pets.
   Gifting pets has become 
the norm, but various ani-
mal welfare organizations 
advise that giving compan-
ion animals as pets should 
be avoided. Pets given as 
gifts may be at a higher risk 
for surrender to shelters by 
families who miscalculat-
ed the amount of time and 
money that’s necessary to 
care for pets. Welcoming a 

pet into the family is often a personal decision, and one 
that should be weighed carefully by all members of the 
household. HL18A362
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HARDWARE & APPLIANCE

Mon.-Fri. 8am-8pm, 
Sat. 8am-5:30pm, 
Sun. 10am-4pm

113 W. Main St., Downtown Owosso
      989-723-2330

gilbertshardwareandappliance.com

Scratch ‘n Dent, Special Buys, 
Blems, Closeouts 

& One-of-a-kind Appliances
30-50% Off

Regular Price • full Warranty

Stainless
Steel

Dishwasher
Reg. $899 SAvE $400
GDT655SSJSS

nOW
$498

Black Friday 
& Small Business Saturday

Easy CrEdit tErms
Use your American Express Card on Business Saturday & 
Receive a $25 Credit from American Express, Sat., Nov. 24

12 Month Interest Free

lAUNDRy pAiR
WaSheR & DRyeR
WTW4616FW  WED4616FW

Only
$856

$498

Over 600 TVs & Appliances in Stock 
& Ready for pick-up or Delivery

REg. $1,170

Other Dishwashers Priced from $288

18 Cu. ft. Refrigerator
Refrigerator
Glass Shelves
FFTR1821Tw
Reg. $819

electric
Range
ACR4303MFw
Black or white Available

$379

CheCk Out the 
DealS On leD tVs

&
15 mODElS TO
ChOOSE fROm

• Visits With Santa
• Carousel 

• Bounce House
• Giant Slide • Food

• Model Railroad Display
• Holiday Crafts For Kids

• Entertainer Joel Tacey

The large, heaTed exhibit hall
at the Saginaw County 
Fairgrounds in Chesaning, 
Michigan is transformed into 
Santa’s Village complete with 
holiday
decorations and Kris Kringle 

Four Weekends

nov. 24-25
dec. 1-2, 8-9, 15-16

noon-7pm

Admission includes:
Rides, Crafts & Entertainment

www.santa.saginawcountyfair.org

Tickets available 
at door!

Military FREE
with I.D.

every weekend, as our 
gift for their service. 

compliments of

Santa’s Village 
North Pole USA

adults & Children 6 & over $10
Children 3-5 $5

Children 2 & under FRee

For more information
Santa’s Village North Pole USa

11350 Peet Rd., Chesaning
989-845-2143

Like us at 
Santa’sVillageChesaning

   IT’S STARTING TO LOOK LIKE the holidays, particularly from along the Shiawassee River behind The Armory in 
Owosso. This exterior photo of the Shiawassee Arts Center shows Christmas lights as they were reflecting in the snow 
and water on Tuesday evening, Nov. 13.

 (Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
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Elsesser’s
AUTO REPAIR & FABRICATING INC.

Master ASE Technicians
2740 W. Lansing Rd., Perry

517-625-4278 www.elsesserauto.com

Complete Auto Repair

& Maintenance
Tire Sales & Service

Auto-Glass Wrecker Service 
Your COMPLETE Auto Body Shop

 1788 W. Lansing Rd.
Perry

517-625-6340

Free Courtesy Cars
Free Estimates

Entire Frame Lines of Latest styles will
be on display

Morrice
Barbershop

Jessica Rogers
morricebarbershop.com

Walk-Ins Welcome
Hours: Tue., Wed., Fri. 8am-5pm

Thurs.10am-7pm, Sat. 8am-12pm
306 Main St. • Downtown Morrice

517-625-5629

517-625-6133• New Construction
• Remodels
• Service

Welcome To Morrice
Happy

Holidays

we look 
forward to 
seeing you!

Offering Comprehensive Eye Care services including: 
• Eye Exams
• Glaucoma & Diabetic Care
• Treatment of Eye Emergency
• Consultation For Lasik Eye Surgery
• Comanagement for Cataract Surgery

123 S. Shiawassee St., Owosso 
989-725-8422

Cut-out Sugar Cookies
1 c oleo
1 c white sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp vanilla
3 c flour
1/2 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp salt
Cream first four ingredients. Add next four ingredients. 
Roll out dough on floured surface (I pat out dough with my 
hands). Cut in shape wanted and frost when cool.
These are so good and easy to make!

Sandy Maynard, Owosso

Recipes

Kate’s Strawberry Dream Cake
1 yellow cake mix
1/2 c chopped walnuts
1 c crushed pineapple, drained
1 sm box strawberry gelatin
10 oz strawberry pop
1 c hot water
12 oz container of whipped topping
2 c milk
1 lg box instant vanilla pudding
Fresh strawberries and kiwi for garnish
   Bake cake according to box directions, add nuts and 
pineapple to batter and place in a 13x9-in pan. Let cool, 
pierce cake with a fork. Mix gelatin with hot water, then 
add the pop. Pour over cake. Mix whipped topping, milk 
and pudding together and spread over the cake. Let stand 
in refrigerator at least 2 hrs. Garnish with fruit when ready 
to serve.

Cathy Baumgardner, Owosso

   SHIAWASSEE YOUTH ADVISORY Council (YAC) members gath-
ered  in December 2017 at the downtown Owosso office to wrap Christ-
mas gifts for 101 Shiawassee County children. After originally planning 
to sponsor 76 youngsters through the Capital Area Community Ser-
vices’ Christmas Wishes program, a successful Giving Tuesday allowed 
the YAC to spend nearly $3,500 on toys for the 101 children. YAC mem-
bers, many of whom had never wrapped presents before, bravely dove 
right in to wrap the mountain of toys, after having shopped for the toys 
the previous weekend.
    The YAC is led by advisor Jessica Hickey. This year, the YAC is hop-
ing to give gifts to 120 area children. The wrapping event will be held 
on Sunday, Dec. 9 at Memorial Healthcare in the auditorium. Volunteers 
are always needed. If interested in volunteering, donating, or becoming 
a member, please call (989) 720-7441. The YAC accepts new members 
throughout the year. 

(Independent File Photo/Graham Sturgeon)

“I saw the angel in the marble and carved until I set him free.”
~ Michelangelo



How to Time Holiday Shopping Right 
   The holiday season begins at the end of November and stretches into the first week 
of January. But this five-week stretch may not necessarily be the best time for everyone 
to shop.
   Harvard Business Review says that the retail industry has been turned on its head in 
recent years, and shoppers and retailers may want to rethink their approaches to the 

Continued on Page 23
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St. Joseph Church Christmas

KOLACHE SALE 
NOW TAKING ORDERS
Homemade kolache – a light, buttery 
pastry fi lled with walnut fi lling (only).  

Place your order by calling the parish offi ce at (989) 725-5215.  
MUST ORDER BY December 7. 

Orders will be ready for pickup on 
Thursday, December 13 & Friday, December 14, 2018.

Offi ce will be open from 8:30am-12:00pm and 12:30-4:30pm
At the St. Joseph Parish offi ce 915 E. Oliver St., Owosso, MI

$7.50per 
dozen

Laingsburg Author   
Continued from Page 18

   Michael and Gina Woodworth, Laingsburg residents, 
have shared much together. Michael, originally from 
Corunna and Owosso, was a successful attorney for over 
four decades. Gina, a paralegal, also owned and operated 
a popular Laingsburg retail store. Many people fondly 
recall Totally Toys, which was open in Laingsburg for 
numerous years and did not close until 2015. The couple 
still owns that Laingsburg location, having more recently 
utilized it as a law office. Also owning rural acreage in the 
area and having raised their family there, the Woodworths 
truly feel a part of the Laingsburg community – and have 
been exceedingly supportive of Shiawassee County and 
particularly appreciative of the intrinsic elements of na-
ture found throughout the region.
   The Sand Dollar is actually set along the beautiful Sea 
of Cortez and explores the relationship between a man 
searching for seashells and the sea – as the sea reaches 
out to the man with a special message, a special gift. The 
Sea of Cortez might be the backdrop for the story, but the 
message of the book, which covers the need to maintain 
balance, could take place anywhere and is applicable to 
everyone, young and old. So, the book is universal and for 
any age group.
   “I kind of want to bring some sanity back to environ-
mentalism,” Michael shared, discussing the series. “I do 
think our climate is changing. I don’t necessarily care 
about why it’s changing. Just that we need to adapt. And 
if there are things we need to do, if we need to change our 
lifestyles. Let’s accept we have this challenge ahead of us 
and let’s figure it all out.”
   The couple is “really enthusiastic about transitioning” as 
they are moving beyond Michael’s law career to focus on 
the continuing book series.
   “My favorite thing is to sit and wait for someone to 
read The Sand Dollar and see their reaction in the end,” 
Gina shared during the conversation. “I always want to see 
their reaction.” The Sand 
Dollar does have a particu-
larly meaningful conclu-
sion, and though the story 
is quite obviously about 
nature and responsibility, 
the story is not actually 
portrayed in a judgmental 
way, which falls back to 
Michael’s statement about 

“sanity” and “environmentalism.”
   “Mike has this cute presentation when he goes to 
schools,” Gina explained. The couple enjoys taking the 
story to schools. “He covers his eyes and tells the kids he 
can disappear.” The children, literal thinkers, are not ac-
cepting of the disappearing trick as they realize that just 
because Mike does not see them with his eyes covered, 
does not mean he has disappeared, even as he insists that 
he has disappeared. “It leads into the idea that if you dig 
a hole and put your water bottle in it and bury it, it seems 
gone, but is it really gone? No. It’s still there.”
   The Woodworths shared a story about a walk along Lake 
Michigan when they came upon a water bottle that was 
buried four or five layers down, entangled in roots. That 
walk along Lake Michigan and that water bottle made it 
quite clear what is really located underneath the sand. The 
water bottle had not gone away.
   For those that might not be familiar, sand dollars are 
rather interesting, diverse creatures. When they’re alive, 
they often have a velvet-like skin and come in various 
colors. When they die, the skeleton or “test” is eventually 
bleached by the sunlight where it is found along beaches. 
The test consists of plates that are arranged in a five-fold 
radial pattern. When the test is broken, five small pieces of 
jaw can be found in the center resembling doves. The Sand 
Dollar offers considerable symbolism behind the test and 
its components.
   The Sand Dollar is exquisitely illustrated by Craig 
Pennington, a Michigan artist. The Crab is being illustrat-
ed by Morgan Ferland, a Laingsburg area artist. The Sand 
Dollar, published under Bella Vista Books, LLC, is available 
through Amazon.com or at bellavistabooks.com, but be sure 
to continue to watch for The Crab, The Pelican and The Sea 
Turtle.
   The 2018 Laingsburg Winterfest is planned for Saturday, 
Dec. 1. Michael Woodworth will be available for a book 
signing at 101 E. Grand River Rd., Laingsburg (the former 
Totally Toys building).

      THE MEMORIAL HEALTHCARE AUXILIARY 
hosted the “Tree of Love” Christmas tree lighting cer-
emony and related happenings in November 2017 in the 
main lobby. During the tree lighting, the Owosso Catho-
lic Youth Choir, performed joyful holiday songs.
   The 2018 Tree of Love ceremony is planned for 6 p.m., 
Wednesday, Nov. 28 in the Memorial Healthcare Lob-
by. Directly following, the auxiliary “elves” will escort 
everyone to the auditorium to visit with Santa and for 
more holiday music performed by the Owosso Catholic 
Youth Choir. Pictures with Santa will be available for a 
$5 donation. 
   Donations from this year’s “Tree of Love,” which will 
be decorated with snowflakes, will be used toward the 
renovation of the emergency department.
   A “Kids’ Tree of Love” will similarly be decorated with 
hearts.   

(Independent File Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

Photos with Santa Claus
   The Memorial Healthcare Auxiliary is once again wel-
coming Santa Claus in for photos with children. The pho-
tos will be taken in the Memorial Healthcare Mitchell 
Auditorium at 826 W. King St., Owosso. Available dates 
are Thursday, Dec. 6 from 6 to 8 p.m., Wednesday, 
Dec. 12 from 3 to 5 p.m. and Thursday, Dec. 13 from 
6 to 8 p.m.
   For a $5 donation, individuals or groups will receive a 
photo with Santa Claus. All proceeds will go to the emer-
gency department renovation project. Since this is a fund-
raising effort, parents/guardians are welcome to take their 
own photo only with a photo purchase.
   For more information or to register, please call 
(517) 881-2585.

DJ ROOT 
RECYCLING CENTER

989-723-0843
ACCEPTING PAPER!!!

Newspaper, phone books, text books, receipts, magazines
(Not Accepting- plastic, metal, glass, styrofoam, etc.)

Drop Off Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 8a-3p  (West end of building)

1555 Industrial Drive, Owosso
A vocational rehabilitation program 

preparing individuals for future employment 
in competitive community settings.

Visit us at www.shiabewell.org for 
complete, acceptable recycling products

SHREDDING SERVICES:
Public Drop Off and Business Site Pick Up 

Documents are secured and shredded or destroyed

PAPER RECYCLING SERVICES: 
Public Drop Off and Business Site Pick Up 

Offi ce paper and cardboard is 
accepted & picked up. 
Newspaper drop off at 
VG’s recycling trailer at 

1341 North M-52, Owosso
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WHATEVER YOUR FINANCIAL GOALS ...

We’ll help you reach them.

Thrivent Financial offers a full range of products, 
services and tools to help you achieve fi nancial 
security, including:
• Life insurance        • Mutual funds
• Retirement options • Estate and legacy strategies
• Annuities                • Education funding options
• Health insurance    • Managed accounts
• Retail brokerage

We’ll create a financial strategy that reflects your 
goals and values.

Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial, the marketing 
name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products 
are available in all states. Securities and investment advisory services are 
offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., 
Minneapolis, MN 55415, a FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned 
subsidiary of Thrivent. Thrivent Financial representatives are registered 
representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc. They are also 
licensed insurance agents/producers of Thrivent.

Thrivent.com • 800-847-4836 20328 R4-18

Aaron Klawuhn
Financial Associate
3410 Belle Chase Way, Suite 400
Lansing, MI 48911

989-627-4715
aaron.klawuhn@thrivent.com
connect.thrivent.com/aaron-klawuhn
Facebook.com/aaron.klawuhn.thrivent

          Now Offering 

Gift Certifi cates 
            starting at $50 

$100 or more limited offer. Call Today!

What are you going to get your 

older family members 
that have everything?

What better way to say “I love you.”

There are multiple person-centered 
choices to fi t your lifestyle and needs 
for service. 

Call us today for gift certifi cate 
options 989-277-0915

101 S. Shiawassee St., Corunna • 877-743-4434

How to Time Holiday    Continued from Page 22

holiday shopping season. Consumers are no longer interested in 
retailers dictating their shopping schedules, and some people have 
grown accustomed to buying products when they want them - es-
pecially when price is of no concern.
   Even budget-conscious shoppers have changed their habits, says 
the shopping advisor RetailNext. Many holiday shoppers are de-
laying their shopping until January to take advantage of post-sea-
son sales.
   Holiday shopping need not wait until after the holiday season, 
either. A 2017 RetailMeNot survey found that 45 percent of U.S. 
consumers said they planned to start shopping before November 
1. One-quarter of the survey respondents said they planned to start 
shopping before October, and 12 percent started shopping for the 
holidays in the summer.
   So when should consumers do their holiday shopping? It all 
depends on what fits a person’s individual needs.
• Shop sales, not schedules. If budget is a big concern, shoppers 
should grab items that are on sale whenever they are available. 
That can mean shopping at any time of the year. People can try 
making a master shopping list early in the year and saving it on 
their mobile phones. While shopping throughout the year, items 
from the list can be purchased and stored until the holidays.
• Shop your strengths. Those who get a thrill from tackling their 
entire shopping list in one haul can still do that. Shopping in this 
manner can help shoppers focus on the task at hand and reduce the 
likelihood of wasting time. But keep in mind that, according to a 
survey conducted by Business Wire, 65 percent of holiday shop-
pers scramble to complete their purchases in the last two weeks 
before Christmas, so shoppers who delay may be stuck in long 
lines at the mall.
• Embrace in-store pickup. Many retailers are merging their online 
and brick-and-mortar operations. Shoppers have the convenience 
of price-comparison and online shopping, with the physical enjoy-
ment of going out to the store to complete their purchases. In-store 
pickup often enables shoppers to avoid hefty shipping fees, as in-
store pickup is free. Plus, scoping out items online - and ensuring 
they’re in stock - saves the hassle of making a trip in vain.
   Shoppers can look beyond the conventional holiday season to get 
the best prices and deals that fit their shopping needs. GG189253

Creamy Chicken and 
Vegetable Medley
1 can golden corn soup
1/2 c milk
1 bag (16 oz) frozen broccoli, carrots and cauliflower
2 c white chicken, cooked and chopped
1/2 c shredded cheddar cheese
   In saucepan, mix soup, milk and vegetables. Over med. 
heat, heat to a boil. Cover and cook over low heat for 15 
min. or until vegetables are tender, stirring occasionally. 
Remove from heat and add the chicken and cheese. Pour 
in to casserole dish and bake 30 min. at 350 degrees. 
Yield: 6-8 servings.

Cathy Baumgardner, Owosso

RecipesHoliday Clam Chowder
1/2 c chopped onions
1/2 c chopped celery
1 Tbsp butter
1 can (14.5 oz) potatoes, drained and diced
1 c ham, diced
2 c milk (1/2%) and/or half & half
1 can (15.25 oz) mexican style corn
1 can (14.75) cream style corn
   Cook onion and celery in butter in large saucepan until 
tender. Add potatoes, ham, milk and corn. Cover and sim-
mer 10 min, stirring frequently (do not boil) Season and 
taste with salt and pepper. Yield: 4-6 servings.

Cathy Baumgardner, Owosso

Tips for Holiday Hosting
• Plan menus well in advance of guests’ arrival. One of 
the more time-consuming tasks associated with holiday 
hosting is cooking. Hosts who plan their holiday menus 
in advance can get started on prep work several weeks be-
fore guests arrive. Choose dishes that can be prepared in 
advance and then frozen, so dishes need only be defrosted 
and cooked once guests arrive.
• Let guests pitch in. Some hosts may feel obligated to 
cater to all of their guests’ needs during the holiday sea-
son. But many guests want to pitch in any way they can. 
If guests offer to do some holiday baking or take the fam-
ily out for dinner during their visits, allow them to do so. 

This takes a little responsibility away from hosts while 
also allowing guests to show how much they appreciate 
the hospitality of their hosts.
• Plan a night out. Another way to make hosting friends 
and family for the holidays less taxing is to plan a night 
out for everyone. In lieu of cooking at home, dine out at 
an affordable, family-friendly restaurant before taking ev-
eryone to a local holiday light display or bazaar. This gets 
everyone out of the house and allows hosts to showcase 
their hometown pride.
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Enjoy the Glow in Owosso

118 S. 
Washington St.

Owosso 

989-721-5006

Infant - PreTeen - ChildrensWear

$5 OFF your purchase 

of $25 or more

Valid Nov. 23, 2018 through Nov. 24, 2018

*coupon must be present at time of purchase. Limit one per person.

Closed Sundays, 
Mondays & 
Christmas Eve

Christmas Cutout Cookies
Unfrosted, 

You Decorate!
$12 per dozen

Frosted 
& Ready To Go
$18 per dozen

309 N. Washington St., Owosso • 989-720-2254

icing not included

Antiques
Vintage

Furniture
Handcrafted 

Items

202 W. Exchange St., Owosso
989-980-1744

10%-25% OFF 
Storewide 

Selected items
Check us out on 

Owosso
Guitar

Guitar Lessons
Sales - Service
Custom made guitars
Mon.-Sat. 2p-8p or by Appointment

109 N. Ball, Owosso   989-627-9767

Gift
Certificates!

   CURWOOD CASTLE is completely decked out for the holidays – and well worth a 
visit to check out the Christmas splendor.
   The annual Christmas at the Castle Holiday Party & Silent Auction is planned for 
Thursday, Dec. 6 from 5 to 9 p.m. and will be held in the Curwood Castle Writing Studio 
Museum. Admission is $10 with all proceeds going to the maintenance, renovation and 
restoration of Owosso’s four historical museums (Curwood Castle, Woodard Paymaster 
Building, Amos Gould House and the Comstock Pioneer Cabin).
   Gourmet appetizers, hors d’oeuvres and beverages will be served that evening.
   For more on the Owosso Historical Commission and the museums, please call 
(989) 720-HIST (4478) or visit www.owossohistory.org.

 (Independent Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)
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Enjoy the Glow in Owosso

814 W. Main St., Owosso 

In 
business 

since 
1972

200 S. Washington St., Downtown Owosso

989-729-0707Burgers & Brew

*not valid with any other 
offers or coupons

FUN FOR ALL - ALL THE TIME! GIVE FUN WITH GIFT CARDS!

Group Holiday Parties • Reserve Now for NYE Bowl!

219 S. Washington, Owosso
 989-725-7717 • capitolbowl.net

25%

Springrove Variety

200 N. Washington St., Owosso • 989-725-8355
Mon.-Sat. 9-8 • Sun. 11-5

DISCOUNT on All 
Items in the Store!*

*Excluding “Count on Us” Merchandise and Weekly Special. Must present 
coupon. Rewards Card may be redeemed - but no punches given for the day.

Customer Appreciation
FRIDAY, NOV. 23

Come in Between 
7am to 9am and Receive an 

Extra 5% Off

More than just a Tea Room
breakfast - lunch

Let Us Cater
Your event

at Our Place 
or Yours! 

Gifts
Gift Certificates 

115 E. Main St.
989-723-5746

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 
10am-4pm,

Sundays by 
Appointment

Everything made 
from scratch!

Light 
Luncheon 
Available

Cookie Walk & Craft Bazaar
Sat., Dec. 8, 10am-2pm
First Congregational Church UCC 327 N. Washington St.

Large Variety of Christmas Cookies, 
Candies & Baked Goods, 

Handmade Gifts, 
Attic Treasures & Gift Baskets

2018 Glow Owosso   •   Friday, Nov. 23
The 10th Annual Glow Owosso Event

5K Glow Run/Walk
Starting at 5:30 p.m. • Exchange St., downtown Owosso

Join in and burn off your Thanksgiving dinner. The race will be professionally timed by the 
Michigan Running Foundation and results will be posted during the race at playmakers.com

Assorted Events -
Cookie Decorating

Shiawassee District Library
Children’s Department

Saturday, Dec. 15 from 1 to 4 p.m.

VFW Craft Show 
& Bake Sale

Owosso VFW Post 9455 • 519 S. Chipman St.
Saturday, Dec. 15 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Glow Owosso Parade

Starting at 6:45 p.m.
The parade will start at Fayette Square 

(corner of Washington, Oliver and Park streets)
and continue down Washington Street to the Main Street Plaza.

Cash prizes will be awarded to parade entries this year! Join in all the fun!

Christmas Tree Lighting
Directly following the Glow Parade in the Main Street Plaza

Small Business Saturday
Saturday, Nov. 24 at 10 a.m.

Customers with a purchase of $25 of more will get a free #shopsmall tote bag 
at participating locations and while supplies last!

SS

S

S

S

Visit These Participating 
Merchants!

S
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Come In For A Real Taste of Mexico!
Happy Hour Sun.-Thurs.

1706 W. Main St., Owosso
989-720-8226

Hours:  Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm
Fri. 11am-10pm

Sat. 11:30am-10pm, Sun. 11:30am-9pm 

6104 Miller Rd., Swartz Creek
810-644-7066

for only

$2499

Wednesdays 
& Thursdays

   in November 
2- 12oz. Margaritas
2- Create Your Own

Pick 2 Dinners:

BLACK 
FRIDAY 
ONLY

Double Your 
Gift Card Value!

Purchase One 
Dinner Get 1 Dinner

1/2 Off!
Save up to $5

(Not valid with any other offers, one coupon per party)

   THE ANNUAL GLOW 
PARADE was held in 
downtown Owosso on 
Friday, Nov. 24 last year. 
The parade had its way 
down Washington Street 
as thousands of people 
watched from the curbs. 
The holiday festivi-
ties, evening downtown 
shopping and relatively 
warm November weath-
er had likely inspired 
many people to visit 
Owosso, which was bril-
liantly illuminated with 
Christmas lights.
   This year the Glow 
Parade will be Friday, 
Nov. 24. More informa-
tion on Owosso Glow 
events are on page 25.

(Independent File Photos/
Karen mead-Elford)

   THE FIRST EVER ARMORY MARKET was held in downtown Owosso on Thursday, Nov. 8 from 5 to 
8 p.m. Presented by the Downtown Owosso Farmers Market, the new event was extremely successful. Over 1,500 
people visited, enjoying three floors of shopping opportunities with various vendors. While many visitors came 
from around Shiawassee County, the Armory Market brought in guests from throughout mid-Michigan. Several 
of these guests expressed that they would be returning to visit Owosso.
   The Downtown Owosso Farmers Market, under Tracey Peltier, is endorsing the pledge to “shop small, spend 
local, eat local and enjoy local” through supporting local businesses and the community.

(Independent Photos/Karen mead-Elford)

••••• 989-723-1118
We Can Help You 

with Your Ads!

••••• 989-723-1118
Your Community
News Source!

We Write for You!
•• 989-723-1118 ••

1907 W. M-21
Owosso

Let Us Help With 
Your Advertising

989-723-1118

1907 W. M-21
Owosso

989-723-1118

Call Us
Today!

989-723-1118

We Write
for You!

989-723-1118

Pumpkins - Did You Know?
• Indigenous to the western hemisphere, pumpkins have 
been grown in North America for 5,000 years. But while 
they might be indigenous to the west, pumpkins can be 
grown in the eastern hemisphere as well.

• History.com notes that pumpkin seeds do not have a long 
planting season. Ideally, seeds should be planted between the 
last week of May and the middle of June. That gives pumpkin 
lovers precious little time do their planting. Once seeds are 
planted, pumpkin lovers must wait somewhere between 90 
and 120 days for the pumpkins to grow. That makes October 
a great and popular time to do some picking.

• Pumpkin weighoffs have become popular events in many 
communities. At such events, growers of giant pumpkins 
bring their largest ones to be weighed. In 2016, Belgian 
Mathias Willemijns grew a pumpkin that is believed to 
be the biggest ever grown. That pumpkin weighed an eye-
popping 2,624.6 pounds.

• Pumpkins support heart health. Perhaps because they’re 
most often associated with pumpkin pie and pumpkin-
flavored beer, the health benefits of pumpkins might go 
unnoticed. But pumpkins are rich in antioxidants that can 
help prevent damage to the eye, and the potassium found 
in pumpkins can have a positive impact on blood pressure. 
Pumpkins also are a great source of beta-carotene, and 
some studies have linked diets rich in beta-carotene with 
a reduced risk of prostate cancer. TF18A385
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Oatmeal Pudding Cookies
2 c oats
1 1/4 c flour
1 tsp baking soda
1 c butter or margarine
1/4 c sugar
3/4 c brown sugar
1 sm box instant vanilla pudding
2 eggs
1 c raisins (optional)
   Mix flour with soda. Combine butter, sugars and pud-
ding in large bowl. Beat until smooth and creamy. Beat in 
eggs. Gradually add flour mixture, then stir in oats and 
raisins. Bake at 350 degrees for 10-12 min. or until done.

Cathy Baumgardner, Owosso

•• Recipes ••

Mom’s Shrimp Dip
Ingredients:
3 oz cream cheese
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1/2 tsp lemon juice
1/2 cup chopped green onion
1/2 cup chopped celery
4 oz. can shrimp

Directions:
   Mix together and chill. Serve with crackers

Submitted by Dawn Kelley, The Independent

Cheesecake Bars
20 vanilla wafers*  (2-2/3 c crushed) 
3 Tbsp butter, melted 
3 bricks (8 oz each) cream cheese, softened 
3/4 c sugar or 1/2 c honey 
1/2 tsp almond extract 
1/2 tsp vanilla 
3 eggs 

   Combine crumbs & butter. Press into 9x13-in. pan. Bake 
at 350 degrees for 10 min. 
   Meanwhile mix cream cheese, sugar & extracts until 
fluffy. Add eggs, one at a time. Mixing after each addi-
tion. Carefully spread over crust. Bake at 350 degrees for 
20-23 min. 

*Homemade Vanilla Wafers 
1/2 c butter 
1/2 c sugar 
1 egg 
4 tsp vanilla 
1 Tbsp milk or cream 
3/4 tsp baking powder 
1 1/2 cups and 2 Tbsp flour

   Mix all ingredients. Shape into balls and flatten slightly. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 15 min. 

Submitted by Kimberly Warner, Durand

OPEN YEAR ROUND

• Handmade Wreaths
 • Fresh Greens
   • Unique Gifts
     • Holiday Decor
       • Beautiful Poinsettias
         • Christmas Arrangements

9008 Old M-78, Haslett
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-7pm; Sun 10am-6pm 

For more details visit www.vanattas.com
or call 517.339.1142

1 Hour Dinner Rolls 
3-1/2 to 4 c flour 
2 pkgs yeast 
2 Tbsp sugar 
2 tsp garlic salt 
1 tsp Italian seasoning 
1 c milk 
1/2 c water 
2 Tbsp butter 
1 egg, optional 
3/4 c grated Parmesan cheese 
2 Tbsp butter, melted 

   Mix all ingredients. Knead slightly. Let rise in warm 
oven. Turn dough out onto lightly floured counter. Divide 
into 16 pieces, dip into melted butter & cheese. Place in 
greased 9x13-in. pan., let rise 10 min. Bake at 375 degrees 
for 20-25 min. 

Submitted by Kimberly Warner, Durand

Sweet Potato Hummus  
2 cans (15 oz each) chickpeas, rinsed & drained 
1 c cooked & mashed sweet potato
3/4 c olive oil 
3 Tbsp lemon juice 
2 Tbsp almond butter 
1 Tbsp maple syrup 
1 Tbsp cumin 
2 garlic cloves, peeled & minced 
1/2 tsp salt 
1/4 tsp smoked paprika 
1/4 c pine nuts, toasted 

   In a food processor, combine first 10 ingredients. Cover 
and process until smooth. Transfer to a service bowl. 
Garnish with pine nuts. Serve with pita wedges. 
Yields: 4 cups 

Submitted by Kimberly Warner, Durand

Campfire Taco Salad  
Prep/Total Time: 25 min
6 snack-size bags (1 oz each) corn chips
1 can (15 oz) chili without beans
3 c (12 oz) cheddar cheese, shredded
3/4 c sour cream
1 jar (8 oz) mild salsa
1/2 med head iceberg lettuce, shredded
   Cut the top off each bag of chips; set aside. Place chili in 
a saucepan; cook on a grill over med. heat for 10 min. or 
until heated through, stirring occasionally. Spoon about 2 
Tbsp. of chili into each bag of chips. Top with cheese, sour 
cream, salsa and lettuce. Yield: 6 servings.

Submitted by Kristy Sweers, The Independent
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Turkey Day
Trivia

• Canada also celebrates 
Thanksgiving, though it is 
celebrated on the second 
Monday of October.

• In 2013, Thanksgiving 
coincided with Hanukkah 
due to the vagaries of the 
Hebrew calendar.

• Turkeys have been known 
to be aggressive to humans 
and pets.

• Wild turkeys have a social 
structure called a pecking 
order.

• Sweet potatoes are a sweet, 
tuberous root. It is often 
called a “yam” in parts of 
North America, but the 
sweet potato is botanically 
distinct from the yam.

• Sweet potatoes were do-
mesticated in either Central 
or South America.

“I think there’s just one 
kind of folks. Folks.”

~ Harper Lee
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Storewide     

     Sale 
           at

FRIDAY
November 23

Early Bird! 7-9am

20% Off*!

9am-7pm

10% Off*!

Black Friday 
SPECIAL

25% Off
All Reg. Priced
Justin Boots!

SATURDAY
November 24

Early Bird! 8-10am

20% Off*!

10am-5:30pm

10% Off*!

Super Saturday 
SPECIAL

25% Off
All Reg. Priced
Ariat Products!

SUNDAY
November 25

Noon-4pm

10% Off*!

Sunday 
SPECIAL

25% Off
All Reg. Priced

Twisted X Shoes 
& Boots!

Watch our 
Facebook page for...

Daily 
Doorbusters!

*Excludes saddles, Royal Wire, 
supplements, dewormers, consignments 

& special orders.

Shop online: www.thewirehorse.com
12500 Corunna Rd., Lennon • 810-621-5300

Email: thewirehorse@aol.com
Hours: Mon-Thurs. & Sat. 9:30-5:30, 

Fri. 9:30-7, Sunday Noon-4pm 
(Sunday Hours Nov. 25 through Christmas)

Don’t miss 
Black Friday 
Weekend at The Wire Horse!

Check out our 
Great Selection of 
NEW Wire Horse
Winter Blankets!

Great 
styles 

& colors 
in lots of 

sizes

CANNED FOOD 

DRIVE

Donate 3 items and 

receive an 

Extra 5% Off an item.

(Exclusions apply)

BOWDEN 
   BODY SHOP, INC.

Did you hit 
a DEER?

Call for money saving
details on 

collision repair.

Downtown Lennon
810-621-3332

810-621-3363

Happy

Aloha Bread
Ingredients:
1/2 cup butter
1 cup sugar
2 eggs
1 ripe banana
2 cups flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. baking soda
7 oz. can crushed pinapples and juice
1/2 cup flaked coconut

Directions:
   Pour into greased loaf pan. Bake at 350º for 1 hr.

Submitted by Dawn Kelley, The Independent

Pecan Pie Bars
Crust: 
1 c butter, softened
1/3 c brown sugar 
2 2/3 c flour 
1/2 tsp salt 
 
Mix together until fine crumbs form. Press into greased or 
parchment paper lined 9x13-in. pan. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 20 min. 

Meanwhile on stovetop in pan over med. heat, combine:

Topping: 
1/2 c butter 
1/2 c brown sugar 
1/3 c honey 
2 Tbsp heavy cream 
2 c chopped pecans 

Bring to a boil. Simmer for 1 min. over med. heat. Stir 
in pecans, immediately pour over baked hot crust. Bake 
20 min. 

Submitted by Kimberly Warner, Durand

Recipes Venison Taco Pie
Prep: 10 min. Bake 25 min.
1 lb ground venison
1 can (11 oz) Mexicorn, drained
1 can (8 oz) tomato sauce
1 envelope taco seasoning
1 tube (7-1/2 oz) refrigerated biscuits
1 c (4 oz) shredded cheddar
  In a large skillet, cook venison over med. heat until no 
longer pink; drain. Stir in the corn, tomato sauce, taco sea-
soning; keep warm.
   For crust, press biscuits onto the bottom and up the sides 
of an ungreased 9-in. pie plate. Bake at 350 degrees for 
5 min. Spoon venison mixture into crust. Sprinkle with 
cheese. Bake for 20-25 min. or until filling is bubbly and 
biscuits are golden brown. Let stand for 5 min. before 
serving. Yield: 6 servings.

Submitted by Kristy Sweers, The Independent

Garden-Fresh Bruschetta
Prep/Total Time: 30 min.
1 garlic clove, peeled and halved
14 slices French bread (3/4 in. thick)
4 med tomatoes, seeded and diced
1/4 c chopped red onion
2 Tbsp olive oil
1 Tbsp minced fresh basil
1/4 tsp salt
1/8 tsp pepper
14 fresh basil leaves
   Rub cut side of garlic over one side of each slice of 
bread. Place bread, garlic side down, on an ungreased bak-
ing sheet. Bake at 350 degrees for 5 min on each side or 
until lightly browned. In a bowl, combine the tomatoes, 
onion, oil, minced basil, salt and pepper; spoon about 2 
Tbsps. onto each piece of toast. Top each with a basil leaf. 
Yield: 14 servings.
 
Submitted by Kristy Sweers, The Independent

Making Foods Healthier
• Choose crunchy foods. Those who are prone to snacking 
can reach for noisy foods. These include crunchy items 
like apples, carrots and pretzels. Scientists say that when 
people listen to what they are chewing - called the “crunch 
effect” - they eat less of that item.

• Stock up on yogurt. Greek and other varieties of yogurt 
can replace sour cream and mayonnaise in many dishes.
TF18C521
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Auto & Pet

625 Main Str
Perry, Michigan 48

989.721.9189
517.625.4524

WASH
Weggy’s

625 MAIN ST., PERRY (M-52)
Weggyswash.com

989-721-9189  517-625-4524

Cash or Coin

517-625-1181
3034 Lansing Rd., Perry

 Buy 2 Subs Get 1 Free
---------

  10% Off Platters Expires 12-31-18

Elsesser’s
AUTO REPAIR & FABRICATING INC.

Master ASE Technicians
2740 W. Lansing Rd., Perry

517-625-4278 www.elsesserauto.com

Complete Auto Repair

& Maintenance
Tire Sales & Service

RIDENOURS
AUTO REPAIR, INC.

- All General Repair -
Celebrating 29 Years of Business in Perry!

Auto Repair Since 1988

421 S. MAIN ST.,  PERRY
(517) 625-4210

Master Technician
MON.-FRI. 7:30AM-5PM

517-625-6133• New Construction
• Remodels
• Service

Swan Creek Candle of Perry
Candles Gifts Decor Antiques & Vintage Goods

517-625-8992 • 102 S. Main St., Perry
swancreekcandleperry@gmail.com

Black Friday
OPENING EARLY

8am-8pm
Early Bird Giveaway

with every purchase of 
$15 or more until 10am 

(one per customer)

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY
Early Bird Giveaway

with every purchase of $15
or more from 9am-Noon 

(one per customer)

Coffee, Cookies & Refreshments

Gift
Drawings

Candle Giveaways 
throughout the day

 Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning • Steam Cleaning
Tile & Grout Surface Cleaning

517-420-6878 or 517-420-6885

“Our Reputation is Spotless”
Get the best... 
or just settle 
for the rest.

CALL FOR SPECIALS

Auto-Glass Wrecker Service 
Your COMPLETE Auto Body Shop

 1788 W. Lansing Rd.
Perry

517-625-6340

Free Courtesy Cars
Free Estimates

Family Owned 
      For More Than 65 Years

Sloan SepticTank Service
6453 Williamston Rd., Perry

517-655-1632

447 N. Main St., Perry

517-625-5151 • 1-800-605-5532

Floral Gallery
Your Full Service Florist

Mention this ad & receive 10% OFF
Free Delivery To Local Cemeteries

Order Your
Grave

Blankets,
Pillows 

& WreathsWelcome To

Perry

Christmas Fantasy in Perry
   The spirit of Christmas will be stronger than ever 
throughout the uptown area in Perry this year, with the 
majority of the businesses participating in the 2nd annual 
“Christmas Fantasy.” This year’s event will be from 5:30 
to 8 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 8, beginning at the fire depart-
ment with the arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus.
  Christmas carols, provided by the Perry Elementary 
Music Program, will fill the air at the new “cus-
tom-made” Christmas tree created and donated by 
the Michigan Laborers Training Center and Institute 
in Perry Township.

  Santa and Mrs. Claus will be at the Calkins-Macqueen 
House Museum to visit the children and the (live) reindeer 
will be stabled next to the museum. The local museum 
will also have live Christmas music and a book signing 
by local writers. The Perry Historical Society will also 
be conducting its annual fundraiser featuring the sale of 
fresh balsam wreaths and other holiday decorations.
   Perry Baptist Church will return with the “Live Nativity” 
set-up on the south end of the fire department.
    Dr. Dave Mika of Mika Orthodontics has agreed to 
sponsor the scavenger hunt again, and Dr. Tammy Mika of 
Perry Dental has agreed to sponsor the horse and wagon 
to escort Santa and Mrs. Claus, as well as wagon rides 

during the event.
  The Singing Adelines is a new feature to debut at this 
year’s event, and the chili cook-off will be held at the fire 
department. Details are pending.
  Other confirmed activities taking place uptown include 
a silent auction, cookie decorating and live harp mu-
sic (at the library); a snowman toss, selfie station with 
antique tractor (Spalding Insurance); and unwrapped 
toys for the local children collection and free hot cocoa 
(Mugg ‘N Bopps).
  Also featured will be a grocery bag decorating con-
test (Carl’s Market); an ornament painting event 

Continued on Page 30
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Mon-Fri. 
Noon-5pm

Sat & Sun 
Noon-4pm

FREE 
Children’s Event

December 2nd, 2-4pm

Over 90 Michigan Artists! 
Unique Gift Items • Silent Auction

Special Events • Classes • Gift Cards
Rent Facility for Parties

Public Welcome • Free Admission & Parking

30th Annual
Holiday at the Center

Now Thru December 31st
Sponsored by Memorial Healthcare 
Outdoor Decorating by Sunburst Gardens

Next to Curwood Castle in Owosso 
989-723-8354 • www.shiawasseearts.org

Applebee Oil 

  & Propane www.applebeeoil.com

 108 N. Mill St., Ovid • 800-882-0876   
603 E. Steel St., St. Johns • 800-200-3378

Serving You for 
Over 43 Years! 

Budgeting for Charity 
Ultimately Pays 

   According to data from Charity Navigator and Giving USA, slightly more than $410 
billion was given to charitable causes in 2017. Philanthropy helps nonprofit groups and the 
people they serve, and such charitable efforts also benefit donors.
   Perhaps the greatest benefit of charitable giving is helping others and the way that 
makes volunteers and donors feel. But there is also a financial benefit to charitable giving. 
Charitable donations are often tax deductible, and budgeting for such donations can teach 
people how to properly manage their money.
   Donors who want to make the most of their charitable dollars can consider the follow-
ing tips.
• Stick to one or two causes. Being a “giver” doesn’t mean you have to contribute to every 
cause that draws your attention. It is important to believe in the cause you’re donating to 
and that the message and efforts resonate with your values. This way you can focus your 
attention directly, and it will not seem like a financial burden. That might require you to 
narrow your donations down to one or two causes.
• Treat charitable giving as any other monthly bill. Look at giving to charity as a neces-
sity rather than a luxury. Create a recurring “bill” that you pay each month and factor it 
into your overall spending budget. Some charities may even be able to arrange for auto-
matic deductions from your bank account.
• Set up a specific savings account. Much like you might create a separate account for a 
Christmas club or vacation savings, create an exclusive account for charitable endeavors. 

Christmas Fantasy in Perry
Continued from Page 29

(the Children’s Theater and Darling Art); free popcorn (Darling Hardware); donut holes 
and cider (EyeCare Associates); and a craft party for the kids and a free membership 
give-away for the adults (Funxtional Fitness).
  Additionally, the event will include a make and take event (Pink Shear Pet Spa); a free 
give-away (the Candle Store); and the Floral Gallery will participate in an activity at 
Spalding Insurance in addition to donating for the raffle.
  Other businesses that have agreed to host an activity and/or give away free goodies 
include: 52 Tattoo, Brent’s Pizza, Charlie’s Bar & Grill, Hemenway Business Services, 
Perry’s Downtown Diner and Joyful Soul and Lockhart’s Authentic Grooming.
  There will also be a large raffle drawing for a chance to win one of numerous prizes, 
and the fire department will be available as a warming center throughout the night. More 
details will be made available in the coming weeks. Prizes to use for the scavenger hunt, 
chili cook-off and/or the large raffle are still needed.
  For further information, please call Perry City Hall at (517) 625-6155, ext. 235, between 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through Friday, or send an email to events@perry.mi.us.

   THE SHELDON FAMILY SINGERS performed in the historic Christ Evangelical 
German Lutheran Church in December 2017 as part of the annual “Christmas in 
the Village” festivities in McCurdy Park.
   The church was built in 1888 and was moved to the park from Brady Township 
in 1991. 
   In the above photo, the Sheldon Family Singers, a Christian group from Owosso, 
had invited children to the front of the church to perform with them. 
   The Sheldon Family Singers will be returning to perform from Friday, Dec. 7 to 
Sunday, Sec. 9. More information is on page 8.

(Independent File Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

Over time, that account balance will grow and the money can be used for whichever 
causes you deem fit.
• Donate what you can. You need not donate hundreds of dollars to make a huge dif-
ference. Organizations can benefit greatly from small donations. Do not avoid donating 
because you think your donations are too small to make a difference.
• Find out if your company will match. Ask your employer to match your donations. Even 
if they decline, drawing attention to a cause may inspire your bosses and coworkers to 
donate. Nonprofits benefit greatly from word-of-mouth. Simply talking up a charity to 
others can make a big impact. GB18B451
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“The artist is a receptable for emotions that 
come from all over the place: from the sky, 
from the earth, from a scrap of paper, from 

a passing shape, from a spider’s web.”
~ Pablo Picasso
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Seasoned Fish Crackers
Prep: 10 min. Bake: 15 min. and cooling
3 pkgs (6 oz each) bite-size cheddar cheese fish crackers
1 envelope ranch salad dressing mix
3 tsps dill weed
1/2 tsp garlic powder
1/2 tsp lemon-pepper seasoning
1/4 tsp cayenne pepper
2/3 c vegetable oil
   Place the crackers in a large bowl. Combine the remain-
ing ingredients; drizzle over crackers and toss to coat 
evenly. Transfer to two ungreased 15x10x1-in. baking 
pans. Bake at 250 degrees for 15-20 min., stirring occa-
sionally. Cool completely. Store in an airtight container. 
Yield: about 2-1 /2 qts.

Submitted by Kristy Sweers, The Independent

White Bean Chicken Chili
Ingredients:
48 oz Great Northern White Beans 
16 oz can low-fat chicken broth (I use 32 oz) 
2 fresh chicken breasts, cut into small cubes 
1/2 small onion, chopped 
4 stalks celery, sliced 
1-1/2 tsp cayenne pepper (optional) 
1 c sliced baby carrots 
2 cloves garlic, crushed salt and pepper (to taste) 
chili powder (optional) 

Instructions:
   In large crock pot add all ingredients. Cook on high for 
about two hrs. Reduce heat to med. and simmer for four 
additional hrs.

Submitted by Kimberly Warner, Durand

Recipes

Working Together to Address 
Hunger - Loaves & Fishes

   “It takes a community” to provide emergency food to 
1,600 people, and that is what this community and Loaves 
& Fishes accomplished during the past year. Funded 
solely by donations and staffed exclusively by volunteers, 
Loaves & Fishes exists only to address food insecurity 
affecting citizens of Bancroft, Byron, Durand, Gaines, 
Lennon and Vernon.
   Established in 1957 and re-organized in 1992, Loaves 
& Fishes Emergency Food Bank, Inc. is a nonprofit 
charitable organization headed by members of Durand’s 
Ministerial Association who, along with other willing 
volunteers serve as its governing board.
   While Loaves & Fishes is supported by countless busi-
nesses, organizations and individuals, a special thanks 
goes to Riverside Market for its regular and generous 
food donations. Just a few other generous supporters in-
clude Durand area schools, children and Scout groups, 
churches, the United States Postal Service, and by the 
businesses that provide drop-off areas for nonperishable 
food items. Thanks and recognition go to all who con-
tinue their support.
   Loaves & Fishes food pantry is located in the Vernon 
United Methodist Church in Vernon, 202 E. Main Street. 
Pantry hours are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. every Wednesday. 
Proof of residence in any of the six communities served 
is required, and families leave with a generous supply of 
nonperishable foods (canned fruits, vegetables, cereals, 
peanut butter, jelly, etc.) as well as fresh items such as 
milk, bread, eggs, margarine, and chicken. Families can 
return every 30 days if they have recurring need.
   Donations are welcome and tax deductible. To con-
tinue helping others, monetary donations may be mailed 
to Loaves & Fishes, 702 N. Oak St., Vernon, MI 48429. 

Nonperishable foods may be dropped off at Durand 
Memorial Library and 5/3 Bank or brought to the pantry 
location between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. any Wednesday.
   For further information please contact Pastor Marsh, at 
(989) 288-2123.

Christmas Angel Sewing Class Offered
   The Corunna Branch of the Community District 
Library will host a sewing class on Tuesday, Nov. 27 and 
Wednesday, Nov. 18 at 10:30 a.m. In this two-part class 
sewers will make a Christmas Angel wall hanging us-
ing chenille material and embellishments. All supplies 
will be provided and the cost is $15 per participant. A 
knowledge of sewing with a machine and preregistration 
are required.
   The library is located at 210 E. Corunna Avenue. The 
phone number is (989) 743-4800.

Holiday Stress-busting
   Many people find the holiday season can be stressful. 
Holiday hosts may bear the brunt of seasonal stress, but 
the season also may be challenging for those who have 
lost loved ones or do not have close families to celebrate 
with. When holiday hustle leads to frayed nerves, there are 
some things people can do to reduce their stress.
H Hit the gym. The American Society for Exercise 
Physiologists says exercise has been shown to increase 
one’s sense of well-being, mood, self-esteem, and stress 
responsivity. Stress can rev up adrenaline, and exercise 
can help relieve any pent-up energy and frustration.
H Eat the right foods. Stay hydrated and eat plenty of fi-
ber, fruits and vegetables. This can help stabilize blood 
sugar levels and decrease cravings for comfort foods. Do 
not turn to caffeine, sugary sweets and alcohol to reduce 

stress, as such foods and 
beverages may only com-
pound the problem.
H Get ample rest. Go to 
bed and rise at the same 
time each day. Many 
adults function best when 
they get between seven and 
eight hours of sleep per 
night, and a good night’s 
rest can help in the fight 
against stress.
H Engage in activities you 
enjoy. Make time for activi-
ties that you like to do, such 
as crafts, hobbies and lis-
tening to music. Take time 
away from holiday tasks to 
give yourself a break.
H Skip the need to be per-
fect. Christmas movies and 
holiday ideals portrayed in 
advertisements can put un-
due pressure on the average 

SHIAWASSEE 
FAMILY YMCA

515 W. Main St., Owosso

SHIAWASSEEYMCA.ORG  •  989-725-8136

When your friend joins the Y, you AND your friend earn 
10% OFF membership for as long as you both are members!

IT’S EASY!
• Invite your friend to join the Y.
• Complete the referral card and have your friend return it to the 
  Front Desk at the Shiawassee Family YMCA at the time they join.
• Once a friend joins, you AND your friend receive 10% OFF monthly   
  discount for as long as you both are members.              *call for details

  Holiday 
Gift Cards Available

10/10 MEMBER 
REFERRAL PROGRAM
What’s better than 10% OFF at the Y?

SHARING 10% OFF WITH A FRIEND...OR TWO!
person. Ignore any perceived pressure to have a perfect 
holiday season, instead resolving to enjoy the time with 
family and friends.
   Stress can impact the ability to enjoy oneself during 
the holidays. But stress can be overcome, even during this 
busy time of year. HL17A373

Making Foods Healthier
• Increase fiber content. Fiber helps one feel fuller lon-
ger and can also be helpful for digestion and heart health. 
Choose the “brown” varieties of rice, pasta and breads.

• Fry with care. Use healthy 
oils like olive or coconut 
sparingly. Many foods that 
are traditionally fried also 
can be lightly coated with 
cooking spray and baked 
for a crunchy texture.
TF18C521

We Write for You!
The Independent Newsgroup

• • • 989-723-1118 • • •
Facebook: Independent Newsgroup

www.owossoindependent.com

We Write for You!
The Independent Newsgroup

• • • 989-723-1118 • • •
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  We Write For 

You!
• • • 989-723-1118 • • •

Facebook: Independent Newsgroup
www.owossoindependent.com

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Sit, Relax and 
Enjoy Your 

Newspaper!

989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup

Sit, Relax and 
Enjoy Your 

Newspaper!
989-723-1118

“The greatest thrill is not 
to kill, but to let live.”

~ James Oliver Curwood
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Transportation/Errands/Appts.

989.721.6230
rightathome.net/central-michigan

Bathing Assistance
Meal Planning and Preparation

Laundry and Light Housekeeping
Ambulation Assistance
Meal Preparation

Marines Corps Continues   Continued from Page 11

Charlie Dodd, community leaders who are no longer with us. The list also includes active 
Marines such as Bill Domby, Ron Anderson, Bill Brooks, Dave Graham, Gary and Carol 
Gross, Greg Young, Jim Henderson, Gerry Cook, Pete and Paul DeRossier, Tom Gomos 
and Odell “Radar” Rogers, among many others.
  So, what is it that keeps these volunteers coming back every year to make Toys For Toys 
a successful program in Shiawassee County?
  “We all realize that there are plenty of folks out there who have it a lot worse than we 
do, explains Bill Domby, the Harold R. Cooley Detachment’s liaison to Toys for Tots. 
“As Marines, we like to take care of those who are forgotten or cannot fully provide for 
themselves, whether that’s clothes or food to get through the season, or toys to open on 
Christmas. We can’t be there to watch the children open their gifts, but it makes us happy 
that our efforts helped put a smile on kids’ faces on Christmas morning.”
  Alcorn cannot say enough about his team of volunteers and the community that has 
embraced the Marine Corps Reserve Toys For Tots program in Shiawassee County over 
the past 12 years.
  “First and foremost, it must be said that the Marine Corps Reserve Toys for 
Tots program is and always will be a collaborative community effort; an ef-
fort for us as human beings to reflect on the blessings that we have throughout 
the year and to pause, even for a moment, to help those of us who are less fortunate,” 
shared Alcorn.  “I believe that in a simple act of kindness, such as a gift to a child, one 
can change a child; change a family; change the world.
  “As for all of our volunteers, businesses, organizations and individuals who work with 
us, the countless individuals who, with a selfless gift of a toy, bring so much hope, love 

   MEIJER in Caledonia Township donated $2,000 to Toys For Tots of Shiawassee 
County in 2017, and members of Harold R. Cooley Detachment #841 of the U.S. 
Marine Corps League gathered with Shiawassee County Toys For Tots coordinator 
Gerald Alcorn to use the donated funds to shop for toys. Several Detachment #841 
members and their significant others got together to do the shopping, with the group 
picking out $2,353.40 worth of toys. After shopping for and loading the toys into 
their trucks, the Marines transported and unloaded the toys at the Toys For Tots 
Toy Store for distribution.
  After they finished their shopping, Alcorn (top left) and the Marines gathered with 
Meijer leadership members and employees for a photo. Included in the photo is   
former store director Susan Merkel, retail administrative assistant Vicky Alvarado 
and service coordinator Kathy Ellithorpe, among others; along with Detachment 
#841 members Odell “Radar” Rogers, Bill Brooks, Ron Anderson and Bill Domby.

(Independent File Photo/Graham Sturgeon)

and joy to the children and families they will never meet,” continued Alcorn. “They all 
define what our country and the world is so desperately in need of – hope for the future 
– and it all starts with a small act of kindness today. Whether it is in the form of time, 
talent or treasure, everyone has something to give. For me, personally, I am just blessed 
to play a small role.”

  THE SHIAWASSEE AREA 
WRITERS’ Christmas tree (left) is 
one of nearly 50 trees filling Durand 
Union Station this holiday season, and 
the tree can be found in Santa’s throne 
room (board room) on the second floor 
of the Depot.
  The Shiawassee Area Writers (SAW) 
was formed in May of 2017, and the 
group includes approximately 20 
Shiawassee County-area writers. 
Impressively, a little more than one 
year after the group’s formation, 18 of 
SAW’s members released a Christmas/
winter-themed anthology titled 
“Winter in the Mitten,” which debuted 
during the Durand Union Station’s 
Sunday Market on Sept. 30.

  HAROLD R. COOLEY Detachment #841 
of the Marine Corps League has decorated 
a tree (right) at the Depot in Durand. The 
tree is featured in the second floor grand 
ballroom in Durand Union Station, along 
the south wall. The Harold R. Cooley tree is 
one of nearly 50 trees on display inside the 
Depot this year. The trees and the rest of the 
Depot’s holiday decorations can be viewed 
throughout the month of December, every 
Thursday and Friday evening, and on the 
evenings of Saturday, Dec. 15 and 22.

  BART HARRIS STATE FARM has again decorat-
ed one of the two cornerstone Christmas trees (left) 
in the upstairs ballroom of Durand Union Station 
for the holiday season. All of the Depot’s approxi-
mately 50 trees will be on display beginning Friday, 
Nov. 23 and throughout December.
  Durand Union Station will host Christmas at the 
Depot on the evening of Friday, Nov. 23, following 
Santa’s Light Parade, as well as a Holiday Open 
House from 6 to 9 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 7. The open 
house will feature entertainment by the Durand 
Concert Band.

(Independent Photos/Graham Sturgeon)
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The Independent Newsgroup is expanding 
our sales team. We are looking for 

sales-minded, successful candidates.
Part-time or 

Independent Contractors

SALES

www.owossoindependent.com

Send resume and cover letter to:
Sales Manager

1907 W. M-21 • Owosso, MI 48867
kim@owossoindependent.com

Professional

Multitasker

Goal-oriented 

Self-starter

Energetic

Motivated

✓
✓
✓

✓
✓
✓

Join Our Team!

FUNERAL MONUMENTS 
4 SALE. 1/2 off Retail 
Pricing, Laser Ready, 

Gloss Black, singles and 
doubles at huge savings, 

Free Delivery in
Mid MI, $900-$1800 each. 
Laser Art Engraving also 

available for fee.
Cliff  810-543-5799, 

email - remmemorials.com

8 WOOD FENCE
Panels. 

6 ft. high x 8 ft. long. 
Never used. 

Primed and stored inside. 
989-413-9305.

Start Saving BIG On 
Medications! Up To 90% 
Savings from 90DAY-
MEDS! Over 3500 
Medications Available! 
Prescriptions Req'd.  
Pharmacy Checker Ap-
proved. CALL Today for 
Your FREE Quote. 
855-398-4002.

METAL ROOFING & 
SIDING. The last roof 
you'll ever need! 1/2 OFF 
Special Colors. Also, 
Complete Tree Service.  
Removal, trimming, 
mulching, etc. Call: 
517-575-3695.

PIONEER POLE 
BUILDINGS Free 
Estimates Licensed and 
Insured. 2x6 Trusses. 45 
Year Warranty. Galvalume 
Steel-19 Colors. Since 
1976. #1 in Michigan. Call 
Today: 1-800-292-0679.

Call Empire Today® to 
schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 
1-855-404-3569.

065 Miscellaneous

Reach Across Michigan 
with a MegaMarket State-
wide Classified Ad! Over 
1.2 million weekly circula-
tion just $249 per week!  
Buy 3 - Get 1 Free! Call 
800.783.0267.

BUILT BEST BARNS 
Michigan's Largest Pole 
Barn Company Best 
Quality, Best Service, 
FALL SALE GOING ON 
NOW! Call for Special 
Pricing! 24'x24'x8', 
24'x32'x8, 24'x40'x10', 
30'x40'x10', 30'x40'x12' 
32'x48'x12'. Completely 
Built (Concrete Floor Op-
tional). License/Insured. 
1-877-802-9591 (Office). 
989-205-2534 (Cell).

Spectrum Triple Play! TV, 
Internet & Voice for $29.99 
ea. 60 MB per second 
speed. No contract or 
commitment. More 
Channels. Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice.  Call 
1-866-729-0394.

DONATE YOUR CAR 
TO CHARITY. Receive 
maximum value of write 
off for your taxes. Running 
or not!  All conditions 
accepted.  Free pickup.  
Call for details. 
855-413-9672.

DIRECTV NOW. 
No Satellite Needed. 
$40/month. 65 Channels. 
Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & On 
Demand Titles. No Annual 
Contract. No Commitment. 
CALL 1-844-279-7390.

065 Miscellaneous

DIRECTV CHOICE 
All-Included Package. 
Over 185 Channels! 
ONLY $45/month (for 24 
mos.). Call Now -Get NFL 
Sunday Ticket FREE!  
CALL 1-888-351-0154.  
Ask Us How To Bundle 
and Save!

Meet singles right now! No 
paid operators, just real 
people like you. Browse 
greetings, exchange mes-
sages and connect live. 
Try it free. Call now: 
855-247-5909.

AT&T Unlimited Talk and 
Text. Get a new device 
every year with AT&T 
NEXT! Call us today. 
1-888-654-1709.

Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.). Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today. 
1-844-275-3510.

A PLACE FOR MOM 
has helped over a million 
families find senior living.  
Our trusted local advisors 
help solutions to your 
unique needs at NO 
COST TO YOU!  Call: 
866-760-7235.

DISH Network. 190+ 
Channels. FREE Install. 
FREE Hopper HD-DVR. 
$49.99/month (24 months). 
Add High Speed Internet - 
$14.95 (where avail.) 
CALL Today & SAVE 25%!  
1-866-950-6757.

065 Miscellaneous

Medical
VIAGRA & CIALIS 
Alternative, 60 pills for $99. 
100 pills for $150 FREE 
shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Save 
Now! Call Today! 
1-800-610-4820.

OXYGEN - Anytime. 
Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill.  No deliveries.  The 
All-New Inogen One G4 is 
only 2.8 pounds!  FAA 
approved! FREE info kit: 
855-970-1066.

VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! 100 Generic 
Pills SPECIAL $99.00, 
FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-835-7273 
Hablamos Espanol.

Suffering from an 
ADDICTION to Alcohol, 
Opiates, Prescription 
PainKillers or other 
DRUGS? There is hope! 
Call Today to speak with 
someone who cares. Call 
NOW 1-866-887-0799.
………………………………
Miscellaneous
If you or a loved one were 
diagnosed with ovarian 
cancer after use of TALC 
products such as Baby 
Powder or Shower to 
Shower, you may be enti-
tled to compensation. 
Contact Charles H. 
Johnson-1-800-535-5727.

MobileHelp, America's 
Premier Mobile Medical 
Alert System. Whether 
You're Home or Away. 
For Safety and Peace 
of Mind. No Long 
Term Contracts! Free 
Brochure! Call Today!
1-866-983-2939.

065 Miscellaneous

AMISH FURNITURE
AN AMISH LOG 
HEADBOARD AND Queen 
Pillow Top Mattress Set. 
Brand new-never used, 
sell all for $275. Call 
anytime 989-832-2401.
………………………………
Auto's Wanted
CASH FOR CARS: 
We Buy Any Condition 
Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 
Competitive Offer! 
Nationwide FREE Pick Up! 
Call Now For a Free 
Quote!  888-366-5659.
………………………………
Financial
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? 
We can help stop foreclo-
sure. We can help you 
with Loans Modifications. 
Foreclosure Defense 
Helpline. Call is absolutely 
free. 1-800-582-5804.
………………………………
Health
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 
1-855-271-8452.
………………………………
Mattresses
Adjustable Bed Brand New 
with Imcomfort gel memory 
foam mattress. Retail Cost 
$3,995.00, sacrifice for 
$575.00. Call for showing 
or delivery: 989-615-2951.
………………………………

065 Miscellaneous

ARE YOU TIRED of Sticky, 
Smelly pop bottles 

and cans?
Call us! 989-721-9161

030 Announcements
Watch for updates 

on Facebook®

Friend Us 
on Facebook®

Our Facebook®

page is a
direct connection

to community news,
highlighting our 

weekly newspaper
 publications! 

Share our Facebook®

page with your 
friends and family! 
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Letters to the Editor 
are only published under the discretion of the editors (Graham or Karen). 

We reserve the right to edit content for accuracy/clarity.  
A maximum of 400 words is allowed. 

Every letter must include the full name of the writer, home address, 
and phone number (which will not be published). 

Submission will never guarantee publication.
Valid identification MuSt be supplied and will be kept on file.

All editorial content (including photographs and art) 
is published under the discretion of the editors. Content is proofread.

The Independent Newsgroup utilizes a modified Associated Press format.

All rights reserved. 
Reproduction is available only with publisher consent.
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“I stopped believing in 
Santa Claus when I was 
six. Mother took me to 

see him in a department 
store and he asked 
for my autograph.”

~ Shirley Temple
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WOODS & FIELDS
WEST #66:

(55 and older community) 
newly refurbished 

2 bedroom home with a 
steel roof, carport, shed, 

a/c, new paint, flooring and 
counter tops throughout for 

just $9,900.00. 
www.owossohomes.net

Call Randy: 989-245-2117. 
EHO

NEW HOME FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS: 

Woods & Fields 
Communities in Owosso 

and  Maple Leaf 
Community in Ovid have a 
great selection of homes to 

fit every budget. There's 
still time to celebrate the 

holidays in your new home. 
www.owossohomes.net

Call Randy: 989-245-2117. 
EHO

470 Manufactured Homes

THE INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPERS are 

brought to you by our 
valued advertisers. Tell 

them thank you and 
that you found them in 

the Independent!

SOUTH EAST OF Durand. 
1-Bedroom Apartment with 
deck, walk-in closet, appli-

ances. Water, sewer, 
trash included. 

No pets. $425/month. 
989-271-8412.

REASONABLE RENTAL 
RATES for Showers, 

Birthday's, Graduation, 
Wedding Receptions and 

more contact 
Durand Senior Center 

989-288-4122
Owosso Senior Center 

989-723-8875
Morrice Senior Center 

517-625-4270

BUILDING/STORAGE 
FOR LEASE

50000sq.ft. with 1200sq.ft. 
Heated. 6 mo. minimum. 

Class A road. Paved drive. 
734-604-3994

395 Rentals

GINGER SQUARE 
APARTMENTS in Owosso 

is now accepting 
applications for 2, 3 & 

4 bedroom units.
All units equipped with A/C, 

kitchen appliances, free 
utilities, and laundry 

hook-ups in each unit.
Income based rent.
Stop in to pick up an 

application.
1200 Penbrook Dr. 

Owosso 989-723-1331
TTY #711

Equal Housing Opportunity

395 Rentals

TRANSMISSIONS
517-625-6966.

4345 W. Lansing Road,
Perry, MI 48872

•Over 20 Years Experience
•Standard 36Month/36,000  
Mile Warranty on Overhauls
•Ask About Free Towing 
with Major Repair
•Foreign or Domestic
•Automatic or Standard
•Transmissions, Transfer  
Cases, Differentials & More

SERVING 
SHIAWASSEE COUNTY 

AND 
SURROUNDING AREAS

CASH FOR JUNKERS
Crashed-running or not!

Up to $1,000!!!
989-666-6365.

24hr. Light & Heavy 
Towing 

Ditch Recoveries
* Tire Changes

* Motorcycle towing
* Jump Starts

* Vehicle unlocks
* Buy/tow junk cars

* Long distance towing
* Flatbed available

989-743-5768
maxtowmi.com

320 Automobiles

NAPIER MUSIC:
New and used string 

instruments and accessories.
LESSONS: Guitar, 5-string 
& Tenor Banjo, Mandoline, 

Dobro, Ukelele & Bass. 
8315 S. M-52, Owosso.  

517-625-4954.

305 Musical Instruments

FOR SALE
AIR compressor 

CH Extreme 4-gal., 
Grasshopper Mower-Zero 
Turn (18hp., 770 hrs.-48”, 
RanchKing Rototiller-24”, 

Bikes: Huffy, 
Bajua, Magna; 

Antique Crosscut-
2-Handled 66” Saw, 

Helmets: HJC, GMAX.
810-659-4819

180 For Sale

THE INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPER Group is 

seeking additional 
driving-route carriers in the 
Shiawassee County area. 

Interested individuals 
please call 989-288-3196.

THE INDEPENDENT
NEWSGROUP

is Expanding its Sales 
Team. We are looking for 
sales-minded, successful 

candidates for Part-time or 
Independent Contractor 

sales positions.
Are you:

Motivated?
A Self-starter?

Energetic?
Goal-oriented?

Then please email your 
resume and cover letter to:
kim@owossoindependent.com

NOW HIRING
TRUCK DRIVER

Regional, Michigan driving 
or CLASS A OTR

CALL 517-675-5847 or
517-881-1544
Apply online

www.transfleet.com

170 Help Wanted

SHIAWASSEE FAMILY 
YMCA is seeking a 

Senior Program Director. 
Full-time position, includes 

some evenings 
and weekends. 

Minimum of 4 years 
management experience, 

bachelors degree required; 
application deadline 

11/23/19. 
Apply through this link: 

https://ww.indeedjobs.com/
shiawassee-family-ymca

PROBATION OFFICER
66TH District Court 
Shiawassee County 

is accepting applications 
for the position of 
Probation Officer. 

Interested applicants 
should visit 

www.shiawassee.net 
for job details and 

applications.

NOTICE OF POSITION
VACANCY

Do You Enjoy Driving?
Shiawassee Area 

Transportation Agency
is seeking Part-Time and 
Substitute Bus Drivers.

Need EXTRA CASH? 
Enjoy working with people? 

Recently retired? Do you 
desire a flexible work 

schedule? SATA is hiring 
bus drivers! CDL preferred, 

but will train. Excellent 
driving record, ability to 
pass background check, 

physical exam & drug 
screen. Apply by 

November 21, 2018 at
180 N. Delaney Road., 

Owosso or 
rschoch@satabus.org.

LAWN CREW NEEDED
to finish our fall work and 

SNOWPLOWERS & 
SNOWSHOVELERS 

needed for 
upcoming season. 

Immediate positions 
available. Apply at: 

Landmark Landscape, Inc. 
9576 Old M-78, Haslett, MI 

517-339-7577.

DO YOU HAVE
an open position on your 
staff that you need to fill? 
Let us find you the perfect 
person. Our classified Help 

Wanted ads reach over 
31,000 homes weekly. 

170 Help Wanted

EXPERIENCED
FLATBED TRUCK

DRIVER 
Preferred

Home Weekends. 
Benefits Available. 

Direct Deposit. 
Top Pay! 

WILLIAM BRUCKMAN 
TRUCKING

989-723-2399.

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE
effective and easy. 

$16.50 for the first 14 
words and 20 cents/word 
for each additional word.  
Call the Independent 

Newsgroup to place your 
classified ad today!

989-723-1118, 
classifieds@owossoinde-

pendent.com

170 Help Wanted

PERRY CAR CARE-
SHRINKWRAPPING

Auto and Boat detailing. 
Perry, Michigan.
989-627-8646.

See Us On Facebook.

165 Misc. Services

DRIMBY’S TREE 
SERVICES: 989-666-3620, 
Corunna. Tree & stump 
removal, Lot and Fence 
Row Clearing. I have a 
65ft. bucket truck. Insured. 
Call for free estimates. 
Over 40yrs experience. 
10% discount for Senior 
Citizens when mentioning 
this ad.

125 Trees / Stump Service

THE LADY WHO Paints
~Marita Rodgers~

Interior Painting
with Terry Rodgers 

Construction
*Now scheduling for Fall*

Serving Shiawassee 
County since 1945

Call us for all your Painting 
and Building projects.
Licensed & Insured

989-729-1945

110 Building / Home Imp.

SUPERIOR PAINTING
&

DRYWALL
20 Years in Business
Highly Recommended

Robert Gos
989-288-5307

CARPENTRY*ROOFING*
POLE BARNS
989-743-4040

110 Building / Home Imp.

LIVE AUCTION
SATURDAY, 6:00pm, 

Nov. 24
VFW Hall, 

1148 N. Leroy St. 
Fenton, MI 48430

TriCity Trading Post 
Inventory Reduction
Guns, Tools, Snow 

Blowers, Instruments, 
More!

NarhiAuctions.com - 
810.266.6474 #6

JIM GRANET ESTATE
ONLINE AUCTION
PREVIEW: Friday, 

Nov. 23 2:00pm - 6:00pm
6197 Sober Rd. 

Fowlerville, MI 48836
1991 GMC 1/2-ton 4x4 

Ext Cab, SNAP-ON 
20-Drawer Tool Chest 
w/Stainless Steel Top, 

A Large Accumulation of 
SNAP-ON & BLUE POINT 
TOOLS, License Plates, 

Coins & MUCH more!
BID ONLINE Nov. 22 - 26 

at NarhiAuctions.com

810.266.6474

105 Auctions

LLC
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teresa.independent@yahoo.com

The Independent Newsgroup
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ivy@owossoindependent.com
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“Train up a fig tree in 
the way it should go, 

and when you are old sit 
under the shade of it.”

~ Charles Dickens

“Happiness is a butterfly, 
which when pursued, is 
always just beyond your 
grasp, but which, if you 

will sit down quietly, 
may alight upon you.”

~ Nathaniel Hawthorne

“It is time for parents 
to teach young people 

early on that in 
diversity there is beauty 
and there is strength.”

~ Maya Angelou



There is Room 
for Everyone on 
the Nice List! 6.75%

* Annual Percentage Rate. Rate available until December 24, 2018. Subject to 
credit approval. Rates, term and conditions are subject to change. 

Loan payment example: $2,000 at 6.75% APR for 12 months = $172.82. 
Federally Insured by NCUA.

APR*

www.pfcu4me.com

Holiday Loan Special

RadioShack
Associate Store

989-723-3794
Reg Hours: M-F 9-7, Sat 9-6, 

OPEN Sun 11-5 Until Christmas
Limited Quantities. No rainchecks. Colors may vary by store. Offers/prices not available in all stores.

216 W. Main St.
Downtown

Owosso

AfterShokz Trekz Titanium 
Bone Conducting Headphones

$89.99

RadioShack Z-Wing 
Drone w/multicolored LEDs
- Impact-resistant materials
- Auto-hovering 
- 100 ft. range

Whistler Digital Radio Desktop 
     or Hand Held Scanner

 Reg. $399.99ea.

$249.99
Includes Programming 

$40 value 

RadioShack UFO
Hoverbot
perfect for 
beginning flyers.
-infrared remote
  w/variable speeds
-25 ft. range
-colored LED lights
Reg. $17.99ea.

$10.99

- Bone conduction technology delivers music through 
  cheekbones, ensuring ears remain completely open to 
  hear ambient sounds
- Lightweight, flexible titanium wrap-around headband 
  for durability & portability 
- Wirelees Bluetooth® 4.1 connectivity & convenient multpoint pairing Reg. $129.99ea

$29.99

Sylvania SP328 
Bluetooth® Speaker
w/speaker phone
Reg. $59.99ea.

Reg. $99.99ea.

$29.99

While supplies last. 
Prices valid in-store Fri., Sat. & Sun. 

Black Friday Deals
Friday 9am-8Pm

RadioShack Flip Flop 
Stunt Drone
with FREE Extra Battery 
and Crash Pack  
- 120 ft. range

Reg.
$59.99ea

$24.99
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   THE CORUNNA HISTORICAL VILLAGE will once again be a major holiday feature.
This interior photo from 2017 is from the parlor in the historic Spencer-Gould Storrer 
home, circa 1840, which is one of the first frame houses built in Owosso. It was originally 
located on Main Street (M-21) in the vicinity of where McDonald’s now sits. The home 
was moved to the village in 1991. 
   Related information is on page 8.

 (Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

M-52 & M-57, Chesaning • www.laclair.com • 989-845-3057 
PAYMENTS BASED ON GM EMPLOYEE PRICING. $1,000 DOWN OR TRADE EQUITY. 36MO,  10,000 MPY LEASE IN HOUSEHOLD APPLIES. 
VEHICLES MAY NOT BE AS PICTURE. APPROVED CREDIT. ALL REBATES TO DEALER. PLUS TAXES & FEES. SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. 

MODEL YEAR END CLEARANCE
UP TO 20% OFF 2018 TRAX • UP TO 16% OFF 2019 EQUINOX

DOWN PAYMENT 
ASSISTANCE

2018 CHEVY CRUZE
$0 DOWN 

ONLY $206MO
OR $18,093

2018 CHEVY 
SPARK
ONLY 

$13,531

2019 CHEVY SILVERADO
DBL CAB

$0 DOWN 

ONLY $229MO

2019 CHEVY EQUINOX
REMOTE START, REAR CAMERA

 $0 DOWN 

ONLY $209MO

2018 CHEVY MALIBU
REMOTE START, REAR CAMERA

$0 DOWN 

ONLY $209MO

#8651

#8844

#8762 #8727

#8489 #8929

#8791

2018 CHEVY TRAX
$0 DOWN 

ONLY $16870
MO

OR $19,542

2018 CHEVY 
SILVERADO

CREW CAB

SAVE OVER 

$14,000

2019 ALL NEW CHEVY 
SILVERADO
STOP IN TODAY 
FOR A TEST DRIVE!



Choose The Best. 
Choose Memorial.
Choose The Best. 

Choose Memorial.

At Memorial Healthcare, we understand the power of 
compassion and are committed to being there for 
your family. That’s why we have a location right 
around the corner, with excellent providers you can 
trust, people who know you as neighbors, because 
this is more than us helping patients, this is family. 
We are always there when it counts. 

Find a provider that’s right for you and your 
family by visiting our all new web site at 
memorialhealthcare.org.

What if everyone cared like family? 

For more information, 
visit memorialhealthcare.org
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