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Michigan Food and 
Ag Producers to 

Expand, Create Jobs 
with MDARD Grants

Source: Agriculture and Rural Development

    During its regularly scheduled meeting in March, 
the Michigan Commission of Agriculture and Rural 
Development voted to approve Food and Agriculture 
Investment Fund grants for eight food and agriculture 
projects in Michigan. The projects will help expand 
and grow companies in the processed meat, milk, veg-
etables, beer, and cider segments, as well as support the 
growth of innovative products that will lead to more 
efficient agricultural operations.  
   These projects include Foremost Farms, which will 
invest $58 million for a new dairy processing facility in 
Greenville, Michigan, under their subsidiary Greenville 
Venture Partners LLC. The other seven projects will 
create a total of 67 new jobs and lead to an investment 
of approximately $9.3 million in seven areas through-
out Michigan. 
   “One of the great things about these grant-supported 
projects is that they illustrate the limitless opportuni-
ties Michigan has to grow the food and ag industry 
and create jobs in rural areas,” said MDARD Director 
Gordon Wenk. “The Food and Agriculture Investment 
Fund grants are more than just an investment in busi-
ness. They’re an investment in the state’s economy, its 
people, and its future.”
   The Greenville Venture Partners LLC project 
will be supported by a $500,000 performance-based 
grant from MDARD to construct a 55,000 square-foot 
dairy processing facility. The new facility will help 
process a portion of the current excess milk supply in 
Michigan and will lead to the creation of 33 new jobs 
in Greenville. Its parent company, Foremost Farms, is 
a farmer-owned milk processing and marketing coop-
erative with approximately 1,500 members and annual 
sales of $1.5 billion. It is the nation’s eighth-largest co-
operative and ranks 25th in annual sales among the Top 
100 U.S. dairy processors. It focuses on the creation 
of tailored and innovative milk solutions that meet the 
needs of customers around the world. 
   Morgan Composting Inc. of Sears, Michigan, will 
receive a $50,000 performance-based grant for build-
ing renovations and new machinery and equipment to 
support the growth of a new pellet mill that will convert 
livestock waste into fertilizer material for the agricul-
ture industry. The project will require an investment of 
$421,000 and will lead to the creation of five new jobs 
at a facility in Marion, Michigan.
   Hausbeck Pickle Company of Saginaw, Michigan, 
will receive a $50,000 performance-based grant for 
new machinery and equipment to package products in a 
stand-up pouch. The project will require an investment 
of $475,300 and will lead 
to the creation of 15 new 
jobs at its existing facility 
in Saginaw.
   Big O’ Smoke House 
of Caledonia, Michigan, 
will receive a $50,000 
performance-based grant 
to expand their current 
operations and to add new 
machinery and equip-
ment. The project will 
require an investment of 

$356,800 and will lead to the creation of seven new jobs 
at their existing facility in Caledonia. The project will 
include a 2,100 square-foot expansion and the addition 
of new smokers, chillers, and freezers.
   Pigeon Hill Brewing Company LLC of Muskegon, 
Michigan, will receive a $50,000 performance-based 
grant to construct a new 15,000 square-foot office and 
brewery production facility and to install new machin-
ery and equipment in downtown Muskegon. The proj-
ect will require an investment of $1.8 million and will 
lead to the creation of five new jobs in Muskegon. 
   RRR Meat Processing of Buckley, Michigan, will 
receive a $50,000 performance-based grant to construct 
and equip a new 6,000 square-foot, USDA-inspected 
meat processing facility in Grayling. The project will 
require an investment of $354,150 and will lead to the 
creation of 10 new jobs at the new facility. 

Continued on Page 3
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• 24/7 Emergency Service
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.

115 North Washington
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Drought and cold weather may keep you from 
getting the best results from your crops. Inflation 
and other economic factors could keep you from 
getting the best results from your investments.

While we can’t control the weather or the markets, we 

can review your investments and help you prepare for 

retirement. 

We Want to Help 
Grow Your Portfolio.

Call today to schedule a complimentary 
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Michigan Food and Ag Producers
Continued from Page 2

   Vander Mill LLC in Grand Rapids, Michigan, will 
receive a $50,000 performance-based grant for new 
machinery and equipment to support their growth in 
cider products. The project will require an investment 
of $252,400 and will lead to the creation of 10 new jobs 
at their existing facility in Grand Rapids.
   Prolime Agriculture LLC of Washington, Michigan, 
will receive a $50,000 performance-based grant to con-
struct and equip a new 38,000 square-foot facility to 
process pelletized lime and gypsum in Laingsburg, 
Michigan. The project will require an investment of 
$5.7 million and will lead to the creation of 15 new jobs 
at the new facility.   
   “These grants will have a significant impact on the 
ability of these Michigan companies to grow and 
innovate, as well as support their communities with 

jobs and local investment,” said Peter Anastor, Director 
of MDARD’s Agriculture Development Division. 
“We’re excited to watch these companies continue to 
grow, and we’re proud to help accelerate their efforts, 
which will continue to strengthen Michigan’s econo-
my and its reputation as a national leader in food and 
agricultural production.” 
    The Food and Agriculture Investment Program pro-
vides financial support for food and agriculture projects 
that help expand food and agriculture processing to en-
able growth in the industry and Michigan’s economy. 
Projects are selected based on their impact to the over-
all agriculture industry and their impact to food and 
agriculture growth and investment in Michigan.

“The farmer has to to be an optimist 
or he still wouldn’t be a farmer” 

~ Will Rogers

• Livestock Shows
• Monster Trucks
• Carnival Rides
• Superkicker Rodeo
• Country Music Artist - DeWayne Spaw 
• Commercial Vendors

• Livestock Auctions
  Friday & Saturday
• Free Entertainment Nightly
• Grandstand Excitement
• Flat Track Motorcycle 
  Racing in the Grandstand

Hours Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. by appt.

Doug Perry, Owner

Draw Tite Hitches, Meyer Plows, 
Wiring, Repair, Truck & Car Accessories

PH 989-725-9977
710 S. CHIPMAN ST., OWOSSO fax 989-729-6559

• Farm & Auto Tire Sales & Sevice
• Farm Truck Tires • Alignments 
• Brake Service
• Oil Changes
• Shocks/Struts
• Batteries
• Transmission Service
• Exhaust Repairs
• Stihl Sales & Service heritagetireservice.com

We Know Farming is your Business!
So We Make It Our Business 
To Keep Your Tires Farming!

 Baker Insurance 
Agency

 Call Bill, Jed, Bob, Pat or Tom
11927 Main St., Lennon  810-621-3400
We are independent agents proudly representing

Select the Right 
Fertilizer for Your Needs
   For plants to truly flourish, the right growing condi-
tions and soil that offers the right nutrients is of para-
mount importance. Fertilizer enhances soil so that 
plants and flowers can thrive. However, fertilizer is not 
a one-size-fits-all mix.
   Choosing fertilizer can be a little overwhelming 
thanks to the variety of formulations available at neigh-
borhood lawn and garden centers. Shelves contain all-
purpose products, such as those billed as vegetable 
fertilizer, and even formulations geared toward specific 
flower varieties. Others may feature buzz words like 
“all-natural” or “organic,” and consumers may not be 
sure just what they need to keep plants healthy. The fol-
lowing guidelines can help any would-be gardener or 
landscaper grow more vibrant plants.
Start with a soil test
   It’s difficult to determine what plants need without an 
accurate picture of what’s going on in the ground. A soil 
test can paint a picture of what’s going on and indicate 
if any nutrients are lacking. A common misconception 
is that gardeners fertilize plants. But fertilizer amends 
the soil that feeds plants, according to the soil-testing 
lab professionals at Virginia Tech. Soil types vary by 
region, and conditions may even vary between spots on 
a landscape. Testing where the plants will be placed can 
yield the most accurate results. Soil tests are available 
at gardening centers and online. Otherwise, landscap-
ing professionals can conduct tests.
Know the N-P-K ratio
   Most fertilizers will come with information con-
cerning the nutrients within. Most notably it will 

Continued on Page 6
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9701 Peet Rd., Chesaning
989-743-0033
beldygafarmtile.com

• State-of-the-Art AGPS 
  Controlled Installation
• 3” - 15” Single Wall Pipe
• Ditch Digging & Cleaning
• Land Clearing/Tree Removal
• Basements • Ponds

FREE 

ESTIMATES

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Farm & Volume Discounts • Front Discharge Mixers

1 & 2 Yard Long Concrete Blocks
Serving The Owosso Area For Over 50 Years

Phone:  (989) 723-1295 or 1-800-442-4541
441 Cleveland, Owosso

OWOSSO
READY MIX CO.

Owned & Operated by Bob Ardelean

FREE ESTIMATES

New Location
1003 S. Washington St., Owosso

New, Used & Rebuilt Parts Sales
Tractor Repair - Free Estimates

Owossotractorparts.com

Bob Baumgras
Owner

989-729-6567

Hours: M-F 9am-5pm   Sat. 9am-1pm

Corunna Mills
417 S. Shiawassee St.
Corunna, MI 48817
Phone 989-743-3110

Fax 989-743-6204

Family Owned and Operated
Locally Grown Feeds

Farm & Truck Tires
    “In the Field and on the Farm Sales and Service”

Serving you with 
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

of Farm and Truck Tires42 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

224 S. Cedar St., Owosso
989-666-0746

TERRY’S TIRE 
   SERVICE

• Custom Machining & Fabricating
• Custom Welding

John Sawyer 989-277-9756
7820 S. Ruess Rd., Owosso
WWW.JSTOOLING.NET

Did You Know?
It is recommended 

that you clean 
your septic tank 
every 2-3 years 

for a family of four. 

SLOAN’S SEPTIC TANK SERVICE 
6453 N. Williamston Rd., Perry • 517-655-1632

Family Owned & Operated Over 60 Years

Sloan Septic

Safety Tips 
for Parents of 

Young Farmers
   People who live in cities, exurbs or 
suburbs may not come across farms 
very frequently. But millions of peo-
ple, including children, still live on 
farms. In fact, in 2009 the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
noted that more than one million 
children under the age of 20 lived, 
worked or had a regular presence on 
farms in the United States.
   Protecting children from injury 
on farms, especially those who 

perform work on farms, is of para-
mount importance. The American 
Society of Safety Engineers offers 
the following safety tips to parents 
of children who will be spending 
time on farms.
• Know and obey the laws. Various 
state and federal laws are in place to 
protect young children from farm-
related accidents and injuries. Age 
requirements dictate which jobs 
children can perform on a farm, 
and parents should adhere to those 
requirements. Asking children to 
do more than they’re physically ca-
pable of can lead to accident, injury 
or even death.

• Review equipment operation in-
structions. Before assigning chil-
dren a task on the farm, parents 
should review the equipment opera-
tion instructions. Doing so can help 
parents reacquaint themselves with 
tools and equipment they may not 
have used in awhile, and that can 
make it easier for them to teach 
kids how to use such equipment. 
In addition, reviewing equipment 
instructions may provide insight to 
parents unsure if their children are 
old enough to use certain tools.
• Inspect equipment. Before chil-
dren perform any tasks on the farm, 

Continued on Page 6

“No occupation is so delightful to me as the 
culture of the earth, and no culture comparable 

to that of the garden.”
~ Thomas Jefferson

20+ Years 
Experience

 Water Softeners, 5” to 12” Wells 
Agricultural, Commercial, Residential

5331 N. Byron Rd., Corunna • 810-250-1378

 Cesal 
Well Drilling, LLC
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Fast-growing Vegetables for 
the Impatient Gardener

   Stepping outdoors and picking a freshly grown vegetable is a joy for many hom-
eowners who like to garden.

   Growing vegetables 
at home offers many 
benefits. In addition to 
providing a worthwhile 
hobby that can increase 
your physical activity, 
having control over your 
own produce can reduce 
exposure to a number of 
chemical pesticides and 
fertilizers. This trans-
lates into foods that are 
healthier for the body and 
the environment. Gardens 
also can help the average 
person save money on of-
ten costly produce, all the 
while reducing gardeners’ 
carbon footprints.
   Waiting to reap the re-
wards of a harvest can 
try the patience of those 
accustomed to satisfying 
their needs on a moment’s 
notice. This is especially 
true for young gardeners 
who have grown up in a 

society that increasingly 
provides immediate grati-
fication.
   While tomatoes, peppers 
and watermelons require 
long growing seasons, 
many other fruits and veg-
etables grow much faster. 
This offers plenty of boun-
ty in a short time for those 
who may have gotten a 
later start on their gardens 
or simply don’t have the pa-
tience to wait on the more 
time-consuming growers.
• Arugula: Some people call arugula “rocket” because of just how quickly it grows. 
The green has been growing in popularity as a salad starter or vegetable side dish. 
Simply cut the leaves when they are large enough and as needed for recipes. Other 
fast-growing greens include kale, chard mustard greens and watercress.
• Radishes: Radishes are typically ready for harvest about one month after planting, 
making them among the fastest-growing vegetables around.
• Snap beans: Beans can be steamed, added to salads or eaten raw with dips. They’re 
often a summer staple. Some of the fastest producers are ready to harvest in about 
50 days.
• Turnips: Both the roots and the leaves of turnips can be eaten, and this old-fash-
ioned vegetable makes a great addition to soups and stews. Because the plants tend 
to be tolerant across many gardening zones, they’re handy and easy-to-grow even as 
the weather cools.
• Squash: Don’t mistake the squash in the garden for cucumber. Both look similar 
but green squash, or zucchini, can be much more versatile. Zucchini can be grilled, 
baked, sautéed, stuffed, fried, and even turned into noodles.
• Green onions: To add fresh flavor to foods, green onions (scallions) grow much 
more quickly than it takes onion bulbs to mature.
   Speak with a garden center expert to learn more about which vegetables, fruits and 
herbs grow quickly and will thrive in your home garden. TF178250

201 N.Washington Street • Owosso, MI
(989) 725-8131

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells 
Fargo Clearing Services, LLC, Member SIPC.

© 2017 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights 
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Applebee Oil 
& Propane

989-834-2828 or 800-882-0876

108 Mill St., Ovid
Volume Discounts On Farm Fuels

MOTOR OIL SALE Bulk or Barrel

• Shell • Phillips • Kendall • Proguard *call for pricing 

• RECREATIONAL GASOLINE (no ethanol) Good for small engines

• CORN DRYER PROPANE PRICING 

• DIESEL & SOY DIESEL

Certifi ed Estate Specialist
Farms, Business Liquidations
Real Estate, Appraisals 810.266.6474

info@narhiauctions.com
narhiauctions.com

Auction Service Beyond The Call

Maple Rapids
Lumber Mill

Bark • Chips
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

Sat. 8-12
6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.
maplerapidslumber.com

989-682-4225
Evening

989-330-1994

BUYERS 
OF STANDING

TIMBER

Ask about our hardwood fl ooring & trim.



Select the Right 
Fertilizer   
Continued from Page 3

have a breakdown of how much 
nitrogen (N), phosphorous (P) 
and potassium (K) is in the mix. 
Judging by the soil test, gardeners 
can choose a product that will give 
them the right ratio to amend the 
soil for the type of plant they are 
hoping to grow. Complete fertiliz-
ers often have NPK in the formu-
lation. Incomplete fertilizers may 
have only one or two nutrients. This 
allows a person to customize fertil-
izer even more without overdoing it 
with a particular nutrient.
Grow plant knowledge
   A cursory knowledge of 
the plants being planted 
in the garden also can 
be helpful. Gardeners 
must recognize that some 

plants will not tolerate excess 
amounts of a particular fertilizer 
component, while some may need 
more. Checking books out of the 
library, seeking information online 
and consulting with landscaping 
experts will help expand homeown-
ers’ knowledge about plant types 
and the needs of each particular 
plant they hope to grow.
Solid and liquid fertilizer
   Fertilizers are generally sold in 
pellets, spikes and liquid forms. 
Pellets or granules are dispersed 
over large areas and will gradually 
offer nutrients when the soil is wa-
tered. Liquid fertilizer is concen-
trated and fast-acting. These may be 

used for container plants or smaller 
areas. Spikes usually are placed in 
houseplants or to feed individual 
trees or shrubs. Depending on the 
formulation, fertilizer may need to 
be reapplied once a month or more. 
Consult the product packaging for 
the correct application advice.
   Fertilizer amends soil to grow 
stronger, more resilient plants. 
GT184839
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989-634-9156  Toll Free 888-926-8645

Matt Blight President

4530 Lansing Rd.
P.O. Box 128, Bancroft www.blightpropane.com

Safety Tips   Continued from Page 4
parents should inspect the equipment their children 
are likely to use to make sure each tool is safe. Make 
sure tools are in proper working order, as broken or 
poorly working equipment increases the risk of ac-
cident or injury.
• Enroll children in farm safety camps. The ASSE rec-
ommends that parents contact their local Cooperative 
Extension and Farm Bureau offices to enroll children 
in farm safety camps. Such camps can teach kids safe 
farming techniques and the proper ways to use age-ap-
propriate tools.
• Set a positive example. Another way for parents to 
protect their children on the farm is to set a positive 
example. Parents can do so in various ways. Using 
equipment properly, removing tractor keys from igni-
tions when tractors are not in use and exercising caution 
when using hazardous materials shows kids the impor-
tance of caution when working on farms.
  Hundreds of thousands of children perform jobs on 
farms across the country. Parents who want to teach 
their kids to farm should always do so with safety in 
mind. TF185005

CREATING CHEMISTRY
IS ALWAYS IN SEASON.
Chemical Bank aims to create a personal bond with each community 
we serve and every small business, family or customer that walks in 
our door. Learn more at ChemicalBank.com.
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“I want it said of me by those 
who knew me best, that I always 

plucked a thistle and planted 
a flower where I thought 
a flower would grow.”

~ Abraham Lincoln

Ron Keck cell 517-896-5261

Holes -n- More -LLC

Bobcat Service of all Types

 Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

 “Your hole 
is our goal!”

Insured6 in.   12in.   18in.   24in.   30in.   Holes   

Specialized Services:
Custom Cutting • Rolling • Bending 

Shearing • Burning 
Hole Punching • Metal Shop Services

Portable Welding • Farm Repairs
Fabrication • Laser Burning

sales@slandh.com
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M-F 8am-5pm
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Tips for 
Novice 

Composters
   The United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency notes that food 
scraps and yard waste ac-
count for between 20 and 
30 percent of what we 
throw away. But thanks 
to composting, such waste 
can be put to work rather 
than discarded.
   Compost is organic 
material that helps plants 

grow when added to soil. 
Benefitting the planet in 
myriad ways, compost 
enriches the soil by help-
ing it retain moisture. 
The EPA notes that com-
posting also reduces the 
need for chemical fertil-
izers while also suppress-
ing plant diseases and 
pests. In addition, when 
homeowners compost, 
they inadvertently reduce 
methane emissions from 
landfills, thereby lowering 
their carbon footprints.
   Homeowners who do 
not know how to compost 

can consider the following 
tips as they start compost 
piles on their properties.
• Choose an accessible 
spot on your property. 
When looking for a spot 
on your property for your 
compost bin, choose a 
location that’s easily ac-
cessible. The less acces-
sible the bin is, the less 
likely you are to stick 
with composting over the 
long-term. The EPA also 
recommends placing a 
compost bin or pile in a 
dry, shady spot near a wa-
ter source.
• Add the appropriate 
materials. Animal waste, 
cooked foods, diseased 
plants, and fresh weeds 
from perennial plants 
should not be added to a 
compost pile. The EPA 
recommends moisten-
ing dry materials as 
they’re added and adding 
brown and green materi-
als as they are collected. 
Examples of green waste 

include grass clippings, 
weeds from annual plants 
and plant trimmings. 
Brown materials include 
dead leaves and shredded 
cardboard. Chop or shred 
large pieces before adding 
them to the pile.
• Give the pile structure. 
Layering materials can 
give compost piles better 
structure. The EPA sug-
gests burying fruit and 
vegetable waste under 10 
inches of compost mate-
rial, including brown and 
green waste.
• Turn and aerate the pile. 
Using a garden fork, peri-
odically turn the compost 
pile. This aerates the heap 
and provides oxygen that 
can accelerate the decom-
position of the pile. Piles 
that are not periodically 
turned and aerated may 
grow malodorous, which 
can be unpleasant for 
homeowners who hope 
to add materials to their 
piles on a regular basis. In 
addition, without the heat 
produced by aeration, 
composting piles will 
break down very slowly.
• Recognize when the 
material is ready. The 
EPA notes that compost is 
ready to use when materi-
als at the bottom of a pile 
are dark and rich in color. 
According to the EPA, 
this can take anywhere 
from two months to two 
years, so composters must 
be patient.
   More information about 
composting can be found 
at www.epa.gov. GT174909
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2’x2’x6’ Concrete Blocks (As Shown)

Great for making storage bins & retainer walls.
Concrete Supplies - Wire Mesh - Fiber Mesh - Farm Discounts

599 S. Gould, Owosso   989-723-1622

Radio
Dispatched

Trucks

Open
M-F 7am-5pm
Sat. 8am-Noon

Call 
today!

 HAVE YOU BEEN INSPECTED?
 WE CAN HELP!

 *Free Survey
 989-725-7155

 619 S. Washington St. • Owosso
www.clarkfi reandsafety.com

 Sales • Service • Maintenance
 Commercial, Industrial, Residential, Agricultural
 FIRE EXTINGUISHERS • ALL TYPES
*RECHARGE ON LOCATION
 Dry Chemical, Co2, Clean Agent, Wet Chemical, Etc.
Fire Systems - Wet Chemical / Dry Chemical / Sprinklers
Emergency / Exit Light • Smoke Detectors • Cabinets • Hydrostatic Testing • First Aid

ONE DAY 
SERVICE

AVAILABLE!
Accounting   Audit   Bookkeeping and Payroll

Business and IT Consulting   Tax Planning and Preparation
 

James Demis Jr., C.P.A.

217 N. Washington St., Suite 201   Owosso, MI 48867
989-723-8227   www.ahpplc.com

Auburn Hills   Bay City    Grand Rapids   Ann Arbor
Greater Lansing    Midland    Owosso   Saginaw

FARM OWNERS 

Contact Us Today!

Insurance
is Our Field

Insurance
is Our Field

Sovis Insurance Agency
615 W. Broad St. • Chesaning, MI 48616

(800)-968-2080 • sovis@sovisins.com

OR

on 6E Tractors

1 Offer valid on purchases made between 
February 1, 2018 and April 30, 2018. Subject to 
approved installment credit with John Deere 
Financial, for agriculture-use only. No down 
payment required. Available at par�cipa�ng U.S. 
dealers. Prices and models may vary by dealer. 2 
Fixed Rate of 0.0% APR is for 48 months only on 
6E Series Tractors. 3 Fixed rate of 0.0% APR is for 
48 months only on John Deere pull-type hay 
tools. 4 In lieu of financing offer, get $3,000 OFF 
on 6E Series Tractors. Some restric�ons apply; 
other special rates and terms may be available, so 
see your dealer for details and other financing 
op�ons. Valid only at par�cipa�ng US Dealers.

Corunna
1047 N. Shiawassee St.

(989) 743-8844
dgequipment.com

Watch for updates 
on Facebook®

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Friend Us 
on Facebook®

The Independent 
Newsgroup

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Our Facebook®

Page is a
direct connection

to community news,
highlighting our 

weekly newspaper
 publications! 

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Share our Facebook®

Page with your 
friends and family! 

The Independent 
Newsgroup

The Independent 
Newsgroup

The Independent Newsgroup  989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup  989-723-1118

www.owossoindependent.com

www.owossoindependent.com

Independent Classifi eds Work!  989-723-1118

Independent Classifi eds Work!  989-723-1118

Stay Informed! Read Your Independent!

Stay Informed! Read Your Independent!

The Independent Newsgroup 
989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup 
989-723-1118

The Independent Classifi eds 
989-723-1118

989-723-1118
The Independent Newsgroup

989-723-1118
The Independent Newsgroup

Know Your Community!
The Independent Newsgroup

Know Your Community!
The Independent Newsgroup

Read About It Here!
The Independent Newsgroup

Read About It Here!
The Independent Newsgroup

The Independent Classifi eds 
989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup  989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup  989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup  www.owossoindependent.com

The Independent Newsgroup  www.owossoindependent.com

Facebook: Independent Newsgroup

Facebook: Independent Newsgroup
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Albrecht Auction Service
(989) 823-8835   

Email: info@BidNow.us

Call Now to Book your Summer/Fall Land or Farm Equipment Auction! Also Accepting
Consignments for our Next Statewide Online Consignment Auction - Where You Can 
Leave the Equipment on Your Farm to Sell w/NO Commission Charged to the Seller!

Retyped

ONLINE AUCTIONS @ www.BidNow.us

Monthly 
Statewide 

Online 
Equipment
Auctions!

The
Equipment
Stays On

Your Farm!

SOLD! B
Y ONLINE AUCTION

Michigan’s Largest Gas Tractor Show
FOR MORE INFO: MMOGTA.ORG

Featuring: Foreign made tractors & Pre 1960s farm trucks
Corner of Brennan and Ferden Roads, Oakley. Gate opens at 7am.

Donation: Adults: $10, 13-18: $5, under 12: free. Seniors $5 on Friday

Live Harvesting & Tilling Demo • Continuous Action • Veneer Mill • Tractor Raffl e • Bingo
Blacksmith Shop • Steam Engines • Sawmill w/80 HP Fairbanks upright • Tractor Pulls • Good Security

Flea Markets • Arts & Crafts • Specialty Crop Exhibits • Primitive Camping Available

No ATV’s  except handicpped accessibility. No pets allowed on grounds. Information: Jody 517-625-3263. Flea Market: Brad Lab 989-723-5546

Saturday Night 

Fireworks
Good Food on the Grounds

44th Annual Show

3-Day Pass
$20

August
17-19
2018

Humane Housing for Safe 
and Comfortable Livestock

    Animal agriculture is evolving as animal scien-
tists, veterinarians and farmers seek ways to provide 
for animal health and welfare. At the same time, 
farmers are seeking ways to minimize the negative 
impact these changes can have on employees and 
the environment.
Indoor housing
   Data published in 2016 by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture found that indoor housing protects live-
stock from harsh external environments and serves to 
decrease exposure to parasites and diseases spread by 
insects, wildlife and other vectors.
   Although some are quick to say that outdoor liv-
ing is better and indoor conditions can be unsanitary, 

many studies have proven the opposite. Increased prevalence of infectious disease 
and parasites are well-known risks associated with outdoor housing of livestock, says 
the USDA. This has been proven by studying both indoor and outdoor chickens, as 
well as swine.
Battery cages
   Many people are concerned about the welfare of hens spending time in battery 
cages. These cages prevent hens from fighting with one another, but they also put the 
birds in very tight quarters. Battery cages were often coveted because their sloped 
floors allowed clean eggs to roll away into collection areas, making the process less 
labor-intensive.
   Farmers are trying to find a balance between keeping eggs clean and birds safe 
while providing humane living conditions without affecting the cost of eggs. In some 
areas, such as the European Union, battery cages are no longer in use. TF185004


