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  Greg Lineau, NRCS Soil Technician, looks at a water 
control structure that was installed locally through 
the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP). Drainage water management is the process 
of managing the timing and amount of water that 
leaves agricultural drainage field. Managing water 
drainage improves both water quality and crop 
production. For more information on drainage water 
management, plan to attend the Farming for the 
Future III Workshop on March 29. Lindsay Pease, 
USDA-ARS Agricultural Engineer will discuss 
conservation drainage research, phosphorus losses 
in the Midwest, and what farmers can do to protect 
natural resources utilizing conservation drainage 
management. Contact the Shiawassee Conservation 
District for details.

Advances in 
Agricultural Drainage
  Drainage has been part of U.S. agriculture since co-
lonial times, but it expanded to a broad scale when 
Europeans settled the Midwest. At that time, large 
proportions of Michigan were swampland unsuited for 
normal cultivation. Most of the drainage occurred in 
the late 1800s and early 1900s.  
  The purpose of drainage is to remove excess water 
and lower the water table. This creates a well-aerated 
environment for roots and soil organisms. Drainage al-
lows earlier warming of soil in the spring, and earlier 
traffic on fields. Installation of drainage tiles can have 
a rapid and large return on the capital investment, by 
substantially improving productivity.
  Despite the obvious benefits of tile drainage, subsurface 
drains increase nutrient transport by flushing water out of 
the soil profile. The Golden Rule of Drainage is only re-
lease the amount water necessary for optimal field opera-
tions and to provide an aerated crop root zone. Any drain-
age in excess of this rule likely carries away nutrients and 
water that are no longer available for crop uptake.
  All across the Midwest, research is being conducted 
on management practices that improve water quality 
from flowing tile drains without hurting crop yields. 
Conservation drainage practices are meant to reduce 
nutrient transport from drained land without reducing 
drainage performance. 

  Controlled drainage, or drainage water management, 
uses a control structure to manage the level of water 
above the tile line. The control structure is placed close 
to the outlet and water levels are controlled by adding 
or removing “stop logs” or by the use of flow valves. 
  A field is typically divided into “drainage management 
zones,” each managed by one control structure. Ideally, 
the field should be flat (generally less than 0.5 percent 
slope) so that one structure can manage the water table 
within 1 to 2 feet for as many acres as possible. If drain-
age laterals are installed on the contour, the practice 
could be used with greater slopes, but flatter fields re-
quire fewer overall structures and allow each structure 
to manage a larger area. 
  Drainage water management can be helpful for keep-
ing nutrients in the field by limiting runoff of subsur-
face water which could carry nutrients with it. Raising 
the logs in the structure can be particularly important 
in protecting waterways from manure released through 
tile lines during application. In conjunction with timely 
rainfalls, properly managed tile drainage can even in-
crease yields. As would be expected, managing the wa-
ter would have the greatest benefits during drier sum-
mers when crops need it the most. 
  Water control structures can help protect water qual-
ity and benefit your bottom line. Assistance is avail-
able to plan and install conservation drainage measures 
through farm bill programs. To learn more about drain-
age water management, or to see if you qualify for as-
sistance, contact the Conservation District.
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 Baker Insurance Agency
 Call Bill, Jed, Bob, Pat or Tom

11927 Main St., Lennon  810-621-3400
We are independent agents proudly representing
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Corner of Ferden & Brennan Roads 17180 W. Ferden Rd., Oakley
WWW.MMOGTA.ORG

44th Annual Gas Tractor Show
August 17-18-19, 2018

For Info. Call Jody 517-625-3263

Featuring 
Foreign Made Tractors 

& Pre 1960 Farm Trucks

to those 
Ovid-Elsie FFA members 
that earned their 

State FFA Degrees, 
Outstanding Junior Awards, 

and Academic Excellence 
Awards to be presented 

at the 90th Michigan 
FFA State Convention.

CONGRATULATIONS 

  SCD Board Treasurer Larry Lee, and his wife 
Annette, SCD Executive Director Melissa Higbee, 
and MDARD Environmental Stewardship Division 
Regional Coordinator Kip Miller attended the 
National Association of Conservation Districts 
71st Annual Meeting in February. The meeting 
was held in Denver Colorado and was attended 
by Conservation Districts and other conservation 
minded organizations from across the Nation.

  The Shiawassee Conservation District Board of 
Directors and the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service State Conservationist Gary Lee during the 
District’s 67th Annual Meeting. Pictured left to 

right: SCD Chair Tom Braid, Director Josh Cram-
bell, Vice Chair Duane Leach, Director Amanda 
Martindale, NRCS State Conservationist Gary 
Lee, and Treasurer Larry Lee.

  Shiawassee Conservation District and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service staff at the Dis-
trict’s 67th Annual Meeting. Pictured left to right: 

Tom Wert, Donna Kanan, Michelle Glass, 
Tina Tuller, Melissa Higbee, Andrea Wendt, 
Michael Marinez, and Greg Lienau.

Shiawassee Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice Road

Owosso, MI  48867
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3

www.shiawasseeccd.org
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Farming 
for the Future III

Workshop
Thursday, March 29th   

9am-1:30pm
Owosso Township Hall 

410 South Delaney Road, Owosso MI 48867

Free event, includes lunch
RSVP to the Shiawassee 

Conservation District

By March 16, 2018 
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3 

SPeakeRS:
Lindsay Pease, USDA-ARS Agricultural Engineer, 

Stacy Tchorzynski, State Historic Preservation Office Archaeologist

Suzanne Reamer, NRCS Environmental Engineer
This workshop is in partnership between the Shiawassee Conservation 

District and the Shiawassee County Farm Bureau. 

  Melissa Higbee, Shiawassee Conservation District Executive Director is walk-
ing across a crop field searching for cultural resources. Over the course of the 
cultural resource training, several artifacts were found including fire-cracked 
rock, chert rock with evidence of tool making, and a wire wound bead dated 
from the 1800s. 

Cultural Resources
  The Shiawassee Conservation District and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
staff recently had the unique opportunity to learn about Michigan’s cultural re-
sources. The training included both classroom presentations and hands-on field work 
uncovering artifacts. Pictured is Melissa Higbee, Shiawassee Conservation District 
Executive Director walking a crop field searching for cultural resources.
  Cultural resources are all the past activities and accomplishments of people. They 
include buildings, objects made or used by people, and features such as fire pits. 
They also include traces of human interactions with plants and animals. Michigan is 
rich in cultural resources. The longest preserved trail of continuous mastodon foot-
prints in the world was found in Michigan.
  Farmers are often the gatekeepers of important and scientific historical knowledge. In 
2015 a Michigan farmer unearthed a 15,000 year old mammoth skull while installing 
drain tile in a soybean field. Contrary to rumors, landowners do have rights over what 
is found on their property, and permission is required to remove artifacts from private 
land. It is also illegal to intentionally disturb human remains and associated artifacts. 
  Plan on attending the Farming for the Future III workshop on March 29 to learn 
how you can become more aware of your role in documenting historical finds. Stacy 
Tchorzynski, State Historic Preservation Office Archaeologist will be a featured 
speaker at the event. She will discuss the importance of cultural resource reviews as 
part of conservation planning on private lands.
  Protecting and interpreting cultural resources provides the basis for understanding 
our human past. We are all stewards of the soil and water on our property, the organ-
isms that inhabit it, and the heritage information that it contains. 

If you need accommodations to participate in this event, please contact the Shiawassee Conservation District at (989) 723-8263, ext. 3 by February 13, 2018. 
USDA is an equal opportunity employer, provider, and lender.  

Special Presentation 
Hugh Hammond Bennett: The Story of America’s 

Private Lands Conservation Movement 

Hugh Hammond Bennett was a soil conservation pioneer who led our nation in the 
private lands movement, and the creation of the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
and Conservation Districts. This presentation is an inspiring reminder of why private land 
conservation is so important now and into the future. 

Richard Kalisek 
will be honored as the 

2017 Conservation Farmer of the Year 

Shiawassee Conservation District 
ANNUAL MEETING 

“If we are bold in our thinking, courageous in 
accepting new ideas, and willing to work with 
instead of against our land, we shall find in 
conservation farming an avenue to the greatest 
food production the world has ever known.” 

-Hugh Hammond Bennett 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Dinner served at 6:00 p.m. 

D’Mar Banquet & Conference Center 
1488 N. M-52, Owosso 

$15.00 per person 

RSVP February 13, 2018 
Shiawassee Conservation District (989) 723-8263 x3 
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www.greenstonefcs.com

• Leave equipment at your location - eliminate 
   transportation costs!
• NO commission charged to the seller! (Low entry fee.)
• E-mail photos & descriptions to us or call us to take 
  the photos for a small fee.
• Give us a try and fi nd out why thousands across 
  Michigan and beyond are using our site to buy & sell 
  their equipment!

Albrecht Auction Service
989-823-8835 • www.BidNow.us

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED
Statewide Farm and Construction Equip. Online Auction

@ www.BidNow.us
CALL NOW TO LIST YOUR EQUIPMENT

 LLOYD MILLER & SONS, INC.
TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT COMPANY

989-743-4049  
3695 E. M-21, Corunna       www.lloydmillerandsons.com

  Jeff Blight, of JM Blight Farms achieved MAEAP 
verification for the Cropping and Farmstead systems 
verification in July 2017.

MAEAP 
Verifications
 The Shiawassee 
Conservation District 
would like to recognize 
the farms who have 
achieved MAEAP 
verification in 2017. Joe 
and Eugene Schneider; 
Jeff Blight; Tony Lindner; 
Ken and Edward Allen; 
Hull Brothers; Craig 
Howard; James Cornillie; 
Mitch Beldyga; and 
Jake and Michelle Glass 
all achieved MAEAP 
verification in a system 
(Farmstead, Cropping, 
Livestock, or Forest, 
Wetlands and Habitat) 
for the first time. Cole 
Riverview Farm, and 
Lee and Arlene Ash were 
verified in a second system. 
  They join the ranks of 61 farms verified in Shiawassee County that have taken pro-
active steps to protect our environment and natural resources. Becoming MAEAP 
verified is a positive reflection of their commitment to pollution prevention and their 
continued partnership with the Shiawassee Conservation District.

  Mitch Beldyga achieved MAEAP verification for 
the Cropping system in August 2017.

  Todd (pictured) and Troy Hull, of Hull Brothers 
Farms achieved MAEAP verification for the Live-
stock and Farmstead systems in July 2017.

  Joe and Eugene Schneider, E & J Schneider Farms 
LLC achieved MAEAP verification for the Crop-
ping and Farmstead systems in April 2017.
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* Requires cross pollination 
We do not guarantee survival. Our liability ceases when seedlings are 
picked up. It is unlawful for these trees, shrubs and other plants to be 
resold with the roots attached in accordance with the insect Pest and 
Plant Disease Act. PA 189 of 1931 as amended.

Final Date 
to orDer
april 6, 2018

SuPPLIES ARE LIMITED.
Payments can be made in cash, check, or Visa/MasterCard

Send order form & full payment to:
Shiawassee Conservation District

1900 S. Morrice Rd., Owosso, MI 48867
Phone: 989-723-8263 Ext. 3

Pick up dates and times
Thursday, April 19, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
& Friday, April 20, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Orders can be picked up the 
Shiawassee County Fairgrounds

Draft Horse Barn
2900 E. Hibbard Rd., Corunna       Age definitions

P+2: 3 years old, 1 year in plug container and 2 years in transplant bed
2+1: 3 years old, 2 years grown in seedling bed and 1 year in transplant bed 
2+2: 4 years old, 2 years grown in seedling bed and 2 years in transplant ]bed
1+0: 1 year old, 1 year grown in seedling bed
2+0: 2 years old, 2 years grown in seedling bed
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Freezer Pork • Feeder Pigs • Hog Roasting
Jeremy McAllister • 989-666-0206 • Amber McAllister

Chesaning FFA 
40th Annual 

Membership 
Auction

Thursday, March 15, 7pm
An appreciation Chicken BBQ dinner will be served at 6pm

 Chesaning High School Cafeteria (enter in the back of the building at the gym doors)

For more information contact Liz Tomac 989-845-2040

Accounting   Audit   Bookkeeping and Payroll
Business and IT Consulting   Tax Planning and Preparation

 
James Demis Jr., C.P.A.

217 N. Washington St., Suite 201   Owosso, MI 48867
989-723-8227   www.ahpplc.com

Auburn Hills   Bay City    Grand Rapids   Ann Arbor
Greater Lansing    Midland    Owosso   Saginaw

  Students in a Baker College Soil Science class learn about infiltration 
through different soil types during a Shiawassee Conservation District 
class presentation.

  On Farm Secondary Containment Facilities are double walled tanks 
that store petroleum products used on the farm. They are placed on 
reinforced concrete and minimize the risk of accidental spills, protecting 
water and soil resources. This facility was constructed in 2017 and was 
implemented with financial assistance through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). 

  Shiawassee Conservation District Board Member Josh Crambell joined 
the rest of the District Board and staff to package trees and shrubs for the 
District’s tree sale. The District offers a large variety of trees and shrubs 
to promote the conservation of our natural resources including providing 
wildlife habitat, controlling erosion, and reforestation. The 2018 Tree Sale 
order form can be found in this publication, as well as on the District’s website 
www.shiawasseeccd.org.

  The Shiawassee 
Conservation District 
has a no-till drill and 
corn planter available 
to rent. No-till farming 
protects soil and 
water by minimizing 
disturbance to the 
ground before planting 
into residue left by the 
previous year’s crop. 

Shiawassee 
Conservation 

District
1900 S. Morrice Rd.
Owosso, MI  48867

(989) 723-8263 
ext. 3

shiawasseeccd.org

“Friend

Us!”

Independent Newsgroup

“Friend

Us!”
Independent Newsgroup

Independent Newsgroup

“FriendUs!”

“Friend
Us!”

Independent Newsgroup - www.owossoindependent.com

Independent Newsgroup - www.owossoindependent.com

“Friend
Us!”

Independent Newsgroup

“Keep 
Current With Us.”

Independent Newsgroup

“See Us 
On 

Facebook!”
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PENNINGTON 
FARM 

DRAINAGE, 
LLC

Offers expert tile drainage system installation 
through Central Michigan. 

Using GPS mapping and design, we can construct 
a tile drainage system to properly drain your fi elds, 

leading to higher yields and increased profi ts.
▼  75 Years of Combined Experience

▼  Tile Drainage System
▼  Excavating: Ditching, Basements, Drain Fields, 

Commercial & Residential Site Work, Ponds
▼  GPS Mapping & Design

PENNINGTON 
FARM DRAINAGE, LLC
Call Mike for a FREE ESTIMATE

989-413-1940
18885 Sharon Rd., Oakley

▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼

599 S. Gould, Owosso   
989-723-1622

2’x2’x6’ Concrete Blocks (As Shown)

Great for making storage bins & retainer walls.

Concrete Supplies 
Wire Mesh
Fiber Mesh
Farm Discounts

  The Shiawassee 
Conservation District 
toured a woodlot as part 
of their Conservation 
Tour in October 2017.  
Those in attendance 
learned about forestry 
practices that can 
be done in their own 
woodlots to improve 
wildlife habitat and 
overall forest health.

  Brush piles were created 
in a Rush Township 
woodlot for wildlife 
habitat enhancement. 
They were recommended 
in the landowner’s 
Forest Management 
Plan that was developed 
with financial assistance 
from the Environmental 
Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP). 

Enhance Wildlife Habitat on your Property
  The Shiawassee Conservation District provides technical assistance with land-
owners who want to enhance wildlife habitat on their properties. This is done 
through thoughtful conservation planning. Landowners have different goals for 
their property, from creating better hunting opportunities to simply viewing wild-
life in their backyards. Conservation plans can include a wide variety of practices 
based on the land, soil types, species present, already established conservation 
practices, and the landowners abilities. Below are some examples of practices that 
can be done to enhance wildlife habitat. 
Brush Piles – Piles of brush assembled to provide escape cover and den sites for 
wildlife. They are used by eastern cottontail rabbits and other small mammals. 
Songbirds also use brush piles for perching. Amphibians and reptiles use them if 
they are adjacent to a water source.
  When building brush piles, the largest materials should be placed at the bottom, and 
the smallest at the top. Arrange the materials so that the brush pile is raised slightly 
above the ground so that animals can get under and into cover. Place them near food 
sources and in places where other low cover isn’t present or sparse.
Controlling invasive plants – Invasive plants are plants that are not native to the 
area and cause harm to the environment, economy, or human health. Although 

some of these plants may provide limited benefits to wildlife, in the long run they 
have little wildlife value. Invasive plants can out-compete native plants, reducing 
the diversity of the plant communities and wildlife habitat.  
  Once invasive plants become established, they take persistence to control. 
Preventative measures are the best way to control invasive plants. Remove them 
from your property and replace with native plants to improve wildlife habitat. 
Invasive plants commonly found in Shiawassee County include autumn olive, mul-
tiflora rose, and Phragmities.
Snags – Snags are dead or partially dead standing trees. They provide many ben-
efits to a variety of wildlife including woodpeckers, bats, wood ducks, owls, and 
squirrels. Snags create cavities for nesting and resting, perches for hunting and 
displaying, and abundant supply of food for insect eaters. 
  Retaining and creating snags can be incorporated into other habitat management 
practices. For example, if a clearing or tree thinning is planned, some trees can be 
deadened and left standing to serve as snags. 
Warm season grass planting – Warm season grasses are prairie grasses that grow 
in thick bunches, instead of forming mats like many other grasses. Examples of 
warm season grasses grown in Shiawassee County include switchgrass, big blue-
stem, and indiangrass. These dense bunches of grasses have spaces in-between 
them that provide nesting and foraging cover for upland game birds such as turkeys 
and pheasants. Some species grow over six feet tall, providing excellent cover for 
a variety of wildlife throughout the entire year. 
  It is not too early in the year to start planning for wildlife improvements on your 
property. Get inspired by attending our Wildlife Habitat Workshop on March 24
from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the Shiawassee Conservation Club located at 4247 N. 
M-52, Owosso. The workshop is free, but RSVP is required by March 16. The 
workshop is hosted in partnership between the Shiawassee Conservation District 
and the Shiawassee River Branch Quality Deer Management Association. Speakers 
include MDNR Wildlife Biologist Chad Fedewa, MUCC Wildlife Cooperative 
Coordinator Anna Mitterling, and MDARD Forestry Assistance Program 
Coordinator Ben Schram. Contact the District to RSVP and for more information 
on conservation planning for wildlife habitat.

Shiawassee Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice Road, Owosso, MI  48867

(989) 723-8263 ext. 3
www.shiawasseeccd.org
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 Sales • Service • Maintenance
 Commercial, Industrial, Residential, Agricultural

 FIRE EXTINGUISHERS • ALL TYPES
*RECHARGE ON LOCATION
 Dry Chemical, Co2, Clean Agent, Wet Chemical, Etc.
Fire Systems - Wet Chemical / Dry Chemical / Sprinklers
Emergency / Exit Light • Smoke Detectors • Cabinets 
Hydrostatic Testing • First Aid    Hours: M-TH 7a-4p; F 7a-3p

 619 S. Washington St. • Owosso • www.clarkfi reandsafety.com

 *Free Survey
 989-725-7155

 HAVE YOU BEEN INSPECTED?  WE CAN HELP!
ONE DAY 
SERVICE

AVAILABLE!

  For many of the children who took part in the District’s Conservation Kids Pro-
gram, the field trip to the Lee Farm was the first time they have ever seen a cow 
close up, and they even got to feed them.

  Larry Lee of Lee Farms, took the kids on a tour of 
his crop field including his corn and pumpkins.  

  Who says learning about different soil types can’t 
be fun? Kids got to paint with soil as part of the 
District’s Conservation Kids Program.

District Program 
Teaches Youth About 

Conservation
  Children are often told they can change the world. This 
requires community investment and engagement in our 
young citizens. In 2017, the Conservation District had 
the great fortune of working with an amazing group 
of young people at the Pleasant Valley Neighborhood. 
Meeting weekly through the summer, the District 
provided enriching and fun programs focusing on 
conservation and our natural resources through their 
Conservation Kids Program. 
  Each lesson promoted active learning through hands-
on activities involving aspects of science, math, 
English, history, and the arts. Topics included forestry, 
wildlife, water, watersheds, agriculture, and soils. 
The summer program ended with a field trip to the 
Lee Sesquicentennial Farm in Laingsburg where the 
kids saw conservation practices firsthand, went on a 
scavenger hunt, walked through a forest, learned about 
growing crops, and enjoyed a barbeque lunch in the 
barn. A fantastic time was had by all that attended.
  This program is in partnership with the Shiawassee 
Hope organization. Founded in October 2012, 
Shiawassee Hope’s 
work is place-based, 
relationship-based 
and collaborative. 
“At Shiawassee 
Hope, we focus 
on neighborhoods 
where high rates of 
poverty exist,” states 
Marlene Webster, 
Shiawassee Hope 
Executive Director. 
“The families that 
participated in this 
program found 
it enriching and 
meaningful. Families 
living in poverty often 
do not have access 
to extra-curricular 
activities. Because 
the Conservation 
District has 
brought this 

highly engaging program to our neighborhood, 
these children are building relationships, learning 
so many new things, and having experiences that 
are important factors in their future success.”
  Getting kids outside to learn about our natural world 
leaves a lasting impact. Nature creates a unique sense 
of wonder that no other environment can provide. 
Programs such as this build confidence and empower 
young people to help break the cycle of poverty all 
while learning about conservation.
  The Conservation District plans to continue the 
program. “The joy the kids have from just seeing us 
pull in, to helping set up, and finally doing the activity 
is contagious. I have enjoyed our time together as 
much as they have,” says Andrea Wendt, Shiawassee 
Conservation District Watershed Technician. 
  Conservation education programs are available to 
any school or organization and can be tailored for 
groups of any age or size. From scouting groups, to 
homeschoolers, to classroom presentation or adult 
organizations, the District can bring a unique program 
to teach about groundwater, watersheds, soils, forestry, 
and natural resource conservation. 
  For more information or to schedule a program for 
your group or classroom, contact the Shiawassee 
Conservation District at (989) 723-8263, ext. 3. If we 
all come together, we can help kids change the world 
for the better.
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Heritage Tire 

& Service Center
709 W. Broad, Chesaning • 989-845-3040

          (After Hours 989-274-1580)

Farm Use 

Hours: 
Weekdays 
8am-5pm

Sat. 8am-1pm
Sun. Closed

• Farm & Auto Tire 
  Sales & Service
• Farm Truck Tires 
• Alignments 
• Brake Service
• Oil Changes 

• Shocks/Struts 
• Batteries
• Exhaust Repairs
• Stihl Sales 
  & Service

www.heritagetireservice.com

  The Shiawassee Conservation District 
offers an Electronic Recycling Program 
each year. Shiawassee County residents 
have the opportunity to recycle their 
used or unwanted electronics for free. 
The next recycling event will be May 5, 
from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the drop-off 
center on Chippewa Trail (just north 
of VG’s Grocery Store). More details 
can be found on the District’s website 
www.shiawasseeccd.org.

  The Shiawassee Conservation Dis-
trict had a lot of fun at the Shiawassee 
County Fair! Using a large cheese-
burger with all the fixings, they start-
ed the conservation about where our 
food comes from, and how it gets its 
start in healthy soil.

  Cover crops do some amazing things! They protect the soil from erosion, 
increase soil infiltration, reduce plant pests, and they produce and scavenge 
nutrients for crops to use later. Pictured is a field of oats planted for a cover 
crop in soybean residue. Cover crops can be written into conservation plans 
and funded through Farm Bill conservation programs.
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 A Solid Investment!

WATER MANAGEMENT 
SPECIALISTS, INC.

  1596 S. College Rd., Mason, MI 48854
(517) 628-8001 • cell (517) 206-1245 • (517) 206-1243

 “Quality Is Our Number One Priority!”
• We will survey • Design system • We will submit a written proposal

 • GPS Mapping for customer
 Call Dennis or Jim for a Free Consultation

of Your Water Management Needs. 

 In today’s economy, every day and every dollar is precious. Getting your 
crop planted and harvested on time may mean the difference between 

a profi table year or a loss. A properly designed and installed water 
management (drainage) system can help make this difference. 

For 41 years we’ve been working with area farmers to help them increase 
crop productivity, resulting in increased profi tability.

  RICHARD KALISEK has been named the 2017 Conservation Farmer of 
the Year. Kalisek stands along side the sign stating the farm is Environmen-
tally Verified by Michigan’s Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program 
(MAEAP). The sign is located at his 1,000 acre Hazelton Township farm.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

2017 Conservation District 
Farmer of the Year

by Karen Mead-Elford, co-editor

   The Shiawassee Conservation District awarded the 2017 Conservation Farmer of 
the Year to Richard Kalisek of Hazelton Township. He expressed that he is pleased 
to have been chosen. Kalisek will be formally honored during the upcoming annual 
meeting planned for Thursday, February 22.
   “I’ve been farming ever since I was five or six years old and could get on the Ford 
tractor we had, and push the clutch down,” Kalisek recently shared. He currently 
farms approximately 1,000 acres in Hazelton township, where he was raised. His 
father, Joe, purchased the family farm on Riley Road, just around the corner from 
his current home, in the late 1930s. Kalisek graduated from Corunna High School, 
and for a time, he “worked in the shop for a few years, until I got married.” However, 
farming has been his life.
   Currently his son, Darrin, helps with the farm, and sometimes his second son, Joel, 
is able to help, too.
“I’ve always farmed the same area. I grew up with it,” Kalisek said.
   The Kalisek Farm uses a crop rotation of corn and beans. “We use to have wheat 
in the rotation, too, but we quit that,” he said. “I’ve been no-tilling now for over 20 
years.” The advantage to no-tilling, a method of growing crops without overly dis-
turbing the soil, is found in “less expenses, less machinery costs, fuel costs, labor 
costs, everything,” according to Kalisek. The Kalisek Farm uses no-till planters for 
both the corn and soybeans. No-till farming “helps when it is dry to hold the mois-
ture better. Plus, it reduces erosion, and helps with a lot of worms for soil quality,” 
Kalisek stated. “It reduces compaction.”
   As for chemical containment, Kalisek explained that he has a containment unit 
on the farm that was installed just a couple years ago to prevent chemical leakage. 
“Luckily, I’ve never had to deal with anything related to chemical leaks,” he said. 
Kalisek also has secondary containment for liquid and dry fertilizer storage.
   The Kalisek property does not include heavily wooded areas. It is mostly open 
farmland. Fertilizer application is also always a conscientious concern. “We do our 

own spreading. If it (the soil) needs lime, we hire it out. Every year, one-third of 
the farm is soil tested to calculate how much nitrogen, phosphorus, potash or other 
micro-nutrients might be needed.”   
   “Last year was very dry. Terrible. We’re hoping for a better year,” Kalisek spoke. 
“Rain makes grain. No way around it.” However, following carefully guided con-
servation practices definitely reduces overall costs on repairs, labor, fuel, as well as 
lending to improved soil structure.
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Since 1893  
MR. HAIL 

IS COMING
There’s one thing we know.
It’s senseless to lose what 
you have worked to grow.

 FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL
989-868-4722 • 1-800-345-SAHR

Check out our web page: 
www.sahrcropinsurance.com

Email: sahrcrop@sahrcropinsurance.com
Crop Insurance 

Specialists. Service is 
done on your farm.

ASK FOR AGENTS 
Michael, Ron, Sandy, Dan, Bee, Bernie, 

Aaron, Dave, Gary, Duane, Amy and John.

 SAHR CROP INSURANCE AGENCY
9839 Saginaw St., Reese, MI

Hours Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. by appt.

Doug Perry, Owner

Draw Tite Hitches, Meyer Plows, Wiring, 
Repair, Truck & Car Accessories

PH 989-725-9977

710 S. CHIPMAN ST. 
OWOSSO

fax 989-729-6559

Perry Plumbing, Inc.
-- Licensed Master Plumbers --

New Construction • Remodels • Service 
Boiler Heating Systems • In-Floor Radiant Heating

517-625-6133

Not tall enough but running with it

Be On the Lookout – Help 
Stop Invasive Plants!

  We have all seen invasive plants, but we may not have recognized them. Invasive 
plant species are living organisms that are not native to an area, and could cause 
damage to the environment, human health and the economy. Invasive plants are 
in our backyards, along the roadsides, in parks, and even planted in our gardens. 
The Shiawassee Conservation District can help you learn to recognize them, 
control them, and replace them with native plants.
  When a plant is introduced into an ecosystem, it may not have any natural pred-
ators or controls. Without anything to stop it, it can grow and reproduce quickly, 
out-competing native plants. Invasive plants decrease the diversity of native plant 
species important to local wildlife. They can change food webs by destroying 
native food sources, and prevent native species from reproducing. They cost the 
nation more than $120 billion dollars each year by, among other things, damag-
ing infrastructure, impacting water quality, and ruining recreation. 
  Invasive plants are bad news, but all is not lost. Everyone can do something to 
help prevent them from spreading. Tips to prevent their spread include: always 
clean your recreation gear (boots, boats, off-road vehicles) before leaving a site; 
avoid disturbing natural areas when possible, the disturbance can increase the 
susceptibility to invasive plants moving in; and use certified “weed free” fire-
wood, gravel, mulch, and soil. One of the most important things to do is to learn 
how to identify invasive species. Once you know what to look for, you can learn 
how to control it, and what to plant in place of it. 
  Common invasive plant species found throughout Shiawassee County include 
Japanese knotweed, Japanese barberry, Phragmities, purple loosestrife, tree of 
heaven, garlic mustard, bells honeysuckle, dame’s rocket, and multflora rose. 
Pictures and links to descriptions of these plants can be found on the Shiawassee 
Conservation District’s website www.shiawassseeccd.org. In addition, the 
District sells an Invasive Plants Field guide for $12. 
  For more information on how to identify and control invasive plants, contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation District.

  Shiawassee Conservation District Board Member Amanda Martindale taught 
kids about soil and water conservation during the Shiawassee County Fair. Each 
year, the District spends the entire week at the fair educating kids and adults 
about our natural resources.
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OVER 60,000 ACRES SOLD AT

AUCTION
Pavlik Auction & Real Estate is an Auction Company and Real Estate Offi ce 
based in Alma, Michigan.

We’re privileged to have had the opportunity to achieve the following:

1. An uninterrupted history for conducting real estate auctions for over forty 
(40) years with a proven specialty focus of selling farmland.
2. The sale of over 60,000 acres of land in Central Michigan and the 
surrounding regions.
3. Representatives of market leaders in banking, new business 
development, legal services, trust departments and countless individuals.
4. A track record of auctions that capture a selling price above Seller’s expectations.
5. Complete protection for the Seller - if we don’t realize a satisfactory price on the Seller’s real estate, they do 
not have to sell.

Farm values are at an all time high. If the time is right for you to consider
selling your farm, put our experience to work for you.
“Let’s talk it over about selling your farm AT AUCTION”

Pavlik Auction
& Real Estate L.L.C.

John Pavlik • John Pavlik, Jr.
Realtor • Auctioneer

Phone (989) 463-4903
Fax (989) 463-1393

637 Wright Avenue • Alma, Michigan 48801
www.pavlikllc.com

  Pictured is a tree planting that was done as recommended in the landowner’s 
forest management plan. The planting will re-stock and diversify the woodlot 
with native tree and shrub plantings. Forestry management practices such 
as tree plantings, can be written into conservation plans and funded through 
Farm Bill conservation programs.

Septic System 
Program 
Available in 
Maple River 
Watershed
  The septic tank was invented in 
1860 by a Frenchman named Jean-
Louis Mouras. It included a tank 
with an outlet pipe leading to a street 
drain. Initial modifications to the 
tank included a second compart-
ment and exhaust pipe to release gas 
collected over the liquid. The first 
septic tank was installed in the U.S. 
in 1883. The addition of a drain field 
came some 50-60 years later. The basic design has been left largely unchanged. 
  When septic systems are properly working, they can treat household wastewater ef-
fectively. However, septic system failure is all too common. Signs of failure include 
water backing up, foul odors, and mushy ground with lush growth in your yard. Septic 
systems are designed to last about 30 years, after which time, failure is likely.
  The most common reason for early failure of a septic system is poor maintenance.  
When a septic tank is not pumped out regularly, about every 3-5 years, sludge builds 
up inside the tank. The sludge then flows into the absorption drain field, clogging it 
beyond repair. Soil type also influences the ability of a septic system to function. In 
areas with heavy clays and a high water table, a traditional septic system may not be 
able to adequately treat wastewater. In this case, an alternative type of septic system, 
such as a mound system, would be better suited.  
  Bacteria from failing septic systems pose serious health and environmental risks. 
Exposure to human waste from untreated or partially treated waste water can cause 
severe illness. To address this problem, the Shiawassee Conservation District is of-
fering homeowners in the portions of the Upper Maple River Watershed financial 
assistance to replace failing septic systems. To qualify for this program, the home 
septic system must be in a state of failure and located in eligible areas of the Upper 
Maple River Watershed.  
  “Through the Shiawassee Conservation District’s Septic Assistance Program we 
are able to help homeowners with the high costs of septic system replacement,” said 
Melissa Higbee, SCD Executive Director. “We are also protecting water quality and 
habitat by keeping harmful bacteria out of our watershed.” 
  The best way to protect your home from septic system failure is to pump your septic 
tank every 3-5 years, avoid putting grease, fats and solids down the drain, protect the 
drain field, and conserve water.  If your septic system is older or showing signs of failure, 
contact the Shiawassee Conservation District to see how we can help you today!

  Liquid manure in-
jection can greatly re-
duce odor issues com-
pared to broadcasting 
the manure. It can 
also be used in a no-till 
system because very 
little surface distur-
bance takes place. By 
injecting the manure, 
nitrogen volatilization 
loss is reduced. This 
can save you money 
by not having to apply 
commercial nitrogen 
fertilizer. 
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At the forefront of 
Michigan Ag Marketing
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(989) 720-SELL
www.sheridanauctionservice.com

Healthy Shore, 
Healthy Lake 
  Michigan has nearly 1,200 square miles of inland 
waters. Shiawassee County may not be the land of a 

thousand lakes, but the ones we have are culturally and 
environmentally important. 
  A healthy (natural) shoreline has a variety of trees, 
shrubs and plants. A natural shoreline provides habi-
tat for fish and animals to feed, find shelter, and raise 
young. Natural vegetation also helps by slowing and 
filtering runoff, encouraging water to infiltrate into the 

ground, shading, and protecting against erosion.
  Owners of shoreline properties often bring ideas of tra-
ditional landscaping. But the clean look of a golf course 
or beach changes the ecology of the lake. Besides elim-
inating habitat, this type of landscaping creates prob-
lems for homeowners, including: 
• Green Water: a mowed lawn sends rain carrying pet 
waste, fertilizers, lawn clippings, and other pollutants 
where they fuel algal blooms that can make the lake 
unsafe for swimming.
• More Erosion: shoreline plants soften the erosive ef-
fects of waves along shores. Removing these plants in-
creases erosion.
• Nuisance Wildlife: traditional lawns attract geese, 
which are grazers. In one week, an adult goose can 
produce 15 pounds of slippery, smelly droppings that 
contribute dangerous bacteria to the water.
  There are many benefits of nearshore vegetation. 
Aquatic plants provide essential fish and wildlife habi-
tat and keep lakes clean and healthy. They produce 
oxygen and use nutrients that can otherwise fuel algal 
blooms. As a bonus, native plants are beautiful and 
require little to no maintenance leaving more time to 
enjoy lake life.
  A healthy lake is a functioning ecosystem. The water 
is safe for swimming and fishing. Aquatic habitats pro-
vides food, cover, and spawning areas for fish. Natural 
vegetation supports songbirds, small mammals, and 
other wildlife. A healthy lake doesn’t just happen. It 
comes when shoreline property owners and lake us-
ers takes steps to ensure the lake’s health. For more 
tips on how to make a healthy shoreline, contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation District.

  Shiawassee River, Shiawassee Township

  1958: David Slee and forester Elton Twork working together to develop 
a Forest Management Plan. The Shiawassee Conservation District contin-
ues to work with forest owners to develop and implement forest manage-
ment plans today. Plan on attending the District’s Wildlife Workshop on 
March 24 to learn about managing your forests for wildlife habitat. Contact 
the District for more details.
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Hours: M-F 9am-5pm   Sat. 9am-1pm

Corunna Mills
417 S. Shiawassee St.
Corunna, MI 48817
Phone 989-743-3110

Fax 989-743-6204

Family Owned and Operated
Locally Grown Feeds

Farm Fuel 
& Lubes

Recreation Gas
Pacifi c Pride Fuel 

Reliable Quality 
917 E. Main St., Owosso

989-723-8831
Locally Owned
Serving The Community 
Since 1969!

Maple Rapids
Lumber Mill

Bark • Chips
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

Sat. 8-12
6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.
maplerapidslumber.com

989-682-4225
Evening

989-330-1994

BUYERS 
OF STANDING

TIMBER

Ask about our hardwood fl ooring & trim.

Ernie 1956 Bob 1996 Jeff 2016
“Our Family Serving Yours for 60 Years”

 RESIDENTIAL • INSURED
Jeffbartzexcavating.com

KELLY BISHOPINC. 
Pole Buildings • Additions • Cement 
Metal Roofs • Residential Building 

KellyBishopInc@yahoo.com 989-845-2101 17574 Bishop Rd., Chesaning

Save Energy, 
Save Money
  Energy is a major expense for any business, including 
farming. The first step in reducing energy usage and 
costs is to have an energy audit completed. An energy 
audit is the process of assessing energy usage by equip-
ment and facility operations. Farm energy audits are 
useful to help operators to reduce the energy used on 
their farm, and reduce energy input costs. Financial and 
technical assistance to reduce energy usage on farms 
of all sizes and commodities is available through Farm 
Bill conservation programs. 
  The main purpose of an energy audit is to deter-
mine the energy use of a facility or operation and 
prioritize opportunities to reduce energy use and 
costs. Energy audits should include an itemized list 
of the current energy uses; recommendations and 
cost estimates for equipment improvements; poten-
tial energy reductions and financial savings for each 
recommendation; and the length of expected pay-
back of energy efficiency upgrades.
  The energy audit evaluates farm electrical supply, fuel 
resources, major equipment, field operations, grain dry-
ing and lighting. Irrigation, farm heating, ventilation, 
and greenhouse management are profiled as well. Once 
an energy audit is completed, changes can be made to 
reduce energy and save money. 
  Through Farm Bill conservation programs, farmers 
could receive financial assistance to complete energy 
saving upgrades. Eligible upgrades include light fixture 
changes; milking center upgrades, such as plate cooler 
and water heating; livestock waterers; and building im-
provements, such as attic insulation and sealant.
  Energy conservation is a featured topic at the up-
coming Farming for the Future III Workshop on 
March 29, hosted in partnership between the Shiawassee 
Conservation District and Shiawassee County Farm 
Bureau. NRCS Environmental Engineer Suzanne 

Reamer will discuss the impacts of inefficient energy 
use on the farm. She will also cover how an energy 
audit describes steps to save money and resources for 
the operation, and what assistance is available through 
the Conservation District and NRCS. The event will be 
held at the Owosso Charter Township Hall from 9 a.m. 
to 1:30 p.m. and includes lunch. It is free to attend, but 
RSVP to the District is required by March 16.
  Contact the Conservation District for more informa-
tion on energy conservation and to get started on devel-
oping an energy audit for your farming operation.

Your Land, Your 
PLan – The FinaL 
decision is Yours

  A comprehensive conservation plan is the first step to 
managing all the natural resources on your land. The 
Shiawassee Conservation District will walk the proper-
ty with you and develop options to address your needs. 
Their toolbox includes aerial photos, soil surveys, engi-
neering solutions, and individual science-based analy-
sis customized for your property. 
  Supported by Conservation District’s recommenda-
tions, you choose what options best meet your needs. 
These decisions become your conservation plan, a step-
by-step guide to reach your objectives. The planning 
process also makes it easier to identify how and when 
you could qualify for Farm Bill conservation program 
assistance to help you install conservation systems, or 
receive incentives for trying new ones. 
  The final plan provides a roadmap for keeping your 
land healthy and productive for generations to come. 
It includes helpful information on each of your conser-
vation practices, such as, how they benefit your farm, 
maintenance needs, and how they improve soil, water 
and wildlife.
  For more information on conservation planning con-
tact the Shiawassee Conservation District. 

Wildlife Habitat 
WorksHop

Saturday, March 24, 2018
9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Shiawassee Conservation Association

4247 N. M-52, Owosso, MI  48867

Free event, includes lunch
 RSVP to the Shiawassee 

Conservation District
By March 16, 2018
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3

Speakers
Anna Mitterling, MUCC Wildlife 

Cooperative Coordinator
Chad Fedewa, Michigan DNR Wildlife Biologist

Ben Schram, MDARD Forestry 
Assistance Program Coordinator

This workshop is in partnership between 
the Shiawassee Conservation District 
and Shiawassee River Branch Quality 

Deer Management Association.

• State-of-the-Art AGPS Controlled Installation
• 3” - 15” Single Wall Pipe

• Basements • Ponds • Ditch Digging & Cleaning

989-743-0033
Like us on      at Beldyga Farm Drainage
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Suppliers of

4786 E. Lansing Rd., Bancroft 
989-634-5623 or 989-288-6756

800-337-1633

 Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

Ron Keck 
cell 517-896-5261

Holes -n- More -LLC
6 in.   12in.   18in.   24in.   30in.  Holes   Bobcat Service of all Types

 Insured

 “Your hole 
is our goal!”

Ziola 
Farms

Quality & Precision 
in every foot!

Custom Field Tiling GPS Controlled
Gene Ziola 989-245-1426

Jeramie Ziola 989-798-4889
FREE 

ESTIMATES

MAEAP: From Field 
Visit to Verification

  The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) helps 
farms of all sizes reduce erosion and runoff from private land into public wa-
ters. The Shiawassee Conservation District works with farmers to help them take 
advantage of this program from a confidential on-farm assessment to achieving 
MAEAP verification.
  The Conservation District can help you get started any time you want. There 
are four steps: 
Learn: You can attend a workshop or schedule a private meeting to learn if 
MAEAP is right for you. The Farming for the Future III workshop is a great way 
to learn about MAEAP. The workshop will be held March 29 at the Shiawassee 
Charter Township Hall, and is free to attend. Contact the Conservation District 
for details and to RSVP before March 16.
Farm Visit and Recommendations: You invite a Conservation District techni-
cian to tour your farm. With your input, the technician will recommend practical 
steps that can be taken to reduce erosion and runoff into public waters. Your final 
decisions will be documented in your conservation plan.
Implement: You complete the practices listed in your conservation plan, with 
technical assistance from the Shiawassee Conservation District. The Conservation 
District can help in the process of applying for financial assistance through pro-
grams such as Farm Bill conservation programs.
Recognition: When the work is done, you can display a MAEAP sign on your 
farm. Being MAEAP verified is something to be proud of. It is a positive reflec-
tion of your commitment to protecting our environment and your continued part-
nership with the Shiawassee Conservation District.
  For more information on MAEAP and to RSVP for the Farming for the Future 
III Workshop, contact the Shiawassee Conservation District.

Two Watershed Management Plans Approved – 
uPPer Looking gLass river 
and uPPer MisTeguaY creek

  2017 was a great year for Shiawassee County Watersheds. Two management plans 
were completed, making way for the next phase, to adopt practices that will improve 
our land and water resources. 
  Watershed planning involves getting to know a particular area by examining it in 
various ways. The outcome is a blueprint for managing the land to protect natural 
resources. Over the past three years, the Conservation District has been collecting 
and compiling information about the Upper Misteguay Creek Watershed and the 
Upper Looking Glass River Watershed to make recommendations that will restore 
and protect natural resouces.
  The Upper Misteguay Creek Watershed is located in the northeast part of Shiawassee 
County and flows to the Flint River before draining to the Saginaw Bay. The Upper 
Looking Glass River Watershed includes the southwest portion of the county and 
flows to the Grand River before draining to Lake Michigan.
  To understand these areas, the Conservation District walked a combined 81 miles 
of streams, cataloging land use and resource concerns. Water was collected from 
96 stream crossings for investigation by canines trained to identify human waste by 
scenting. Also included were six weeks of bacteria testing of 22 waterbodies and 
six months of testing for phosphorus from five streams. In addition, 41 road stream 
crossing conditions were assessed. The Shiawassee Conservation District worked 
with the Clinton Conservation District for the Upper Looking Glass inventories.
  The most widespread pollutants were bacteria, nutrients, and sediment. Pollutant 
sources and causes were related to land use and included agriculture, roadway run-
off, and rural residences. Findings were used to create long term schedules with 
recommendations to improve water quality.
  “A watershed management plan gives us a clear picture and a well thought out 
plan for improvements. Having these plans developed opens up a variety of fund-
ing opportunities,” says Tom Braid, Shiawassee Conservation District Board Chair. 
“The District is looking forward to putting in the work to make positive and lasting 
changes in these two watersheds.”
  For more information about watershed planning, or to find out what watershed you 
live in, contact the Conservation District today!

Shiawassee Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice Road

Owosso, MI  48867
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3

www.shiawasseeccd.org

Out of the 
long list of 

nature’s gifts 
to man, none 
is perhaps so 

utterly essential 
to human 
life as soil.  

- Hugh Hammond 
Bennett
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“You break it, we fix it!”

Welding I Fabrication I CNC Plasma Cutting I CNC
Machining I Lathe Work I Press Work I And more

Call: 989-725-8804 I RiversFWI.com

DEWEY’S 
TRADING POST

104 S. Maple Ave., Maple Rapids
989-682-4158

Meat Bundles
consisting of Chicken, 
Beef, Pork, Hot Dogs

35#, 40#, 45#, 50#, 55#
*please order meat bundles 

24 hours in advance.

Homemade

Smoked 

Sausages

AVAILABLE! 

 ELSESSER’S INC. 
AUTO REPAIR & FABRICATING

Complete Auto Repair 
and Maintenance

2740 W. Lansing Rd., Perry
(517) 625-4278

Master ASE Technicians

Call On Us For:
KENT FEEDS

We Accept V.F.D.’s.
• Grains • Feed • Seeds • Pet Food & Supplies

    • Chemical • Fertilizer • Caged Bird Feed

125 N. Main • Ovid • 989-834-2282
GUARANTEED

Clare • DeWitt • Ionia
989-386-2192    517-669-5533     616-522-1450

cedealer.com

 PERRY FFA
 25th Annual

 Farm Toy & Craft Show
 PERRY HIGH SCHOOL

 Saturday, March 24 • 8:30am-2:30pm

 Admission: $2.00 - Under 12 Free
 FREE Kids Pedal Pull 10am-12noon Ages 4-10

Pork Roast & Concession Stand
For more info, call 517-625-0030

Septic System Considerations 
on the Shoreline

  If you live on a shoreline, your septic system requires more care than a system located 
elsewhere. Conditions near the shoreline, including thin or rocky soils, clay soils, and 
high water tables, make a traditional septic system less efficient at treating waste. Water 
can become polluted even if the system appears to be working well. Regular pumping 
and taking extra care to conserve water will help protect against septic system failure.
  Most wastewater treatment happens in the soil of the drain field. Septic systems on 
shorelines are often close to ground and surface water, and the drain field can be-
come saturated during wet weather. This can result in wastewater entering the lake or 
stream. In addition, as shorelines erode, the distance between the septic system and 
shoreline shrinks, leaving less soil for treating wastewater.
  Nutrients, such as phosphorus from leaching septic systems, play a major role in 
excessive weed and algae growth. Just a small amount of phosphorus can increase 
growth of algae and aquatic weeds. When overgrown algae and plants die, they rap-
idly decompose and remove oxygen from the water. This threatens fish and wildlife 
habitat. Untreated or partially treated wastewater can also expose swimmers to in-
fectious bacteria and viruses.
  Unpleasant odors, soggy soil, or wet lawns are all indications that your septic sys-
tem may be failing. Excessive weed or algae growth in the water near the shore could 
be a sign that septic system wastes are reaching the water. However, this is also a 
symptom of lawn fertilizer runoff or soil erosion. 
  Regular maintenance and water conservation are the best ways to ensure your sep-
tic system works properly. For shoreline communities that cannot access municipal 
sewer service, a multiple home “cluster” system could greatly benefit the lake while 
adding value to the properties. Alternatives to a traditional septic system, such as 
mounded system or aerobic treatment unit are also an option.
  Adding areas of small shrubs and trees along the shore can help capture some nu-
trients. Roots also serve to stabilize the shoreline from erosion. Care should be taken 
when selecting plants to ensure they do not damage the drain field. The best plants 
for landscaping a drain field are shallow rooted annuals and perennials (including 
bulbs), turf grass and groundcovers. 
  When landscaping the drain field there are a few things to consider. First, do not 
plant trees or shrubs as the roots can clog the drain field lines and cause the system 
to fail. Also, do not add additional soil over the drain field and use extreme caution 
when tilling the soil for planting. The drain lines may be as close as 6 inches from the 
surface! Always wear gloves when working in the soil in the drain field area. Choose 
low maintenance species that are well adapted to the local soils and rainfall and plan 
for minimal foot traffic.
  You choose a shoreline property to enjoy the benefits of lake life. Make sure that 
you are protecting the lake by giving your septic system the special care it needs. 
For more tips on how to be septic savvy on your shoreline property, contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation District today!

Tom Braid: 2018 Master Farmer 
and Leader in Conservation

  Please join the Shiawassee Conservation District in congratulating Tom Braid as 
one of the Michigan Farmer and Brownfield Ag News 2018 Master Farmers. Tom 
was honored on February 1, 2018 for his outstanding farm management, innova-
tion, conservation and leadership. 
  Tom has been a true spokesperson for the District for 30 years. He has served on 
the Shiawassee Conservation District Board since 1987, serving as the Chairman 
since 1999. He advocates on behalf of the District and spreads the message of con-
servation to friends, neighbors, and the farming community. Leading by example, 
Tom actively updates his conservation plan to protect the environment, and is open 
to innovative conservation.
  Thank you Tom for you continued commitment to the Shiawassee Conservation 
District and to putting conservation on the land.  You have had a true impact on 
conservation in Shiawassee County, and the State of Michigan. 
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229 Sleeseman Dr., Corunna • 989-743-3467
www.slhmetals.com

       For All Your Metal Needs
Most size/types of metal in stock or available next day. We also offer:
custom cutting - rolling - bending - shearing - burning - hole punching

metal shop services - portable welding - farm repairs -  fabrication
precision laser cutting

….and much more!  Next day delivery on most materials not in stock. 5154 E. M-21 Corunna, MI 48817 • (989) 743-1305
www.agprofarmservice.com

AgroLiquid Fertilizer • Seed
Enduraplas Tanks & Trailers

Soil Sampling
Custom Application

Gypsoil • Ag Chemicals
Agronomy

360 Yield Center
Ag Concepts

  Shiawassee Conservation District participated in the Shiawassee Regional 
Chamber of Commerce Home and Garden Business Expo last March. Home-
owners learned what they could do to protect natural resources including the 
proper care of home septic system using a septic system model. The District 
will be at the Home and Garden Business Expo at the Owosso High School 
on March 10-11, 2018.

You Can 
Help 

Save the 
Monarch 
Butterfly

  The monarch butterfly 
is one of the most famil-
iar butterflies in North 
America. Its populations 
have decreased signifi-
cantly over the past two 
decades, due in part to the 
decrease of native plants, 
including milkweed. Protecting pollinators such as the monarch is important to 
Shiawassee County residents. The Shiawassee Conservation District can help through 
conservation planning and technical assistance.
  Monarch butterflies are known for their multi-generational migration from Mexico 
to as far north as Canada, laying their eggs on milkweed plants during their journey. 
The caterpillars feed exclusively on milkweed, which has dropped in numbers across 
the country due to agriculture and development. Adult butterflies need other nectar 
producing plants for the energy they need to stay on the move in their migration. 
Planting and maintaining pollinator loving plants on our lands can help.
  An important thing to consider when planning for monarch habitat is to establish a 
variety of a high nectar plants, so that there will be blooms from May to September. 
For example, a planting could include smooth phlox, which blooms April to June; 
blackeyed Susan blooming June to September, and common sunflower, which blooms 
July to October. This mix will provide continuous blooms from April to October. In 
addition, a quality monarch habitat will include milkweed. Pollinator habitat doesn’t 
require a large space. Urban backyard plantings to field borders alongside crop fields 
can provide beautiful and beneficial habitat. 
  The Shiawassee Conservation District and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
offers technical assistance to landowners who want make butterfly friendly improve-
ments. Farm Bill conservation programs such as the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP) provide 
financial assistance for 
many practices that ben-
efit monarchs and other 
pollinators. Examples of 
practices that may be eli-
gible for funding include 
field borders, filter strips, 
and conservation cover. 
Contact the Shiawassee 
Conservation District for 
more information.

Love the Soil
  Whether you farm hundreds of acres of cropland or tend a backyard garden, 
following four basic soil health principles improves the health, function and 
productivity of your soil. Applied over time, these soil health principles en-
hance the soil’s ecosystem, allowing it to function naturally. 
• Keep the soil covered as much as possible
• Disturb the soil as little as possible
• Keep plants growing throughout the year to feed soil microbes
• Grow a variety of plants to diversify soil biology
Contact the Shiawassee Conservation District to learn more ways you can pro-
tect and improve soil health.  Student Volunteer - 8 Hours to Highest Bidder

Buyers have one year to use workers. Money raised help send
FFA members to leadership conferences/conventions.

 BYRON FFA 
WORK AUCTION
 – Tim Narhi Auctioneer & Associates –

Wed.,  March 28 • 7:00pm
Byron High School Cafeteria
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DURAND MEAT PROCESSING, INC.

  Home Freezer Meats
 Custom Slaughtering
 Complete Cutting
 Wrapping & Freezing
 Meat by the 1/4 & 1/2

★

★

★

★

★

Pork Also
Available

6358 S. Reed Road, Durand • (989) 288-3403

 LABOR AUCTION 
March 15, 2018

7 pm
Corunna High School Gym

Celebrating 61 Years
1957-2018

 Corunna 
FFA

Farm & Truck Tires
    “In the Field and on the Farm Sales and Service”

Serving you with 
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

of Farm and Truck Tires42 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

224 S. Cedar St., Owosso
989-666-0746

TERRY’S TIRE 
   SERVICE

20+ Years 
Experience

Water Softeners, 5” to 12” Wells 
Agricultural, Commercial, Residential

5331 N. Byron Rd., Corunna • 810-250-1378

Cesal
Well Drilling, LLC

Your Complete Building CenterBUILDING SUPPLIES FOR EVERY NEED

Providing personalized 
service and high quality products 

and hardware since 1895.
211 S. Elm St., Owosso

989-723-6751

Your Local

Dealer

989-862-5300
200 N. Maple St. 

Bannister

HOFFERBERT SALES, INC.

  Phragmites can be easily seen behind Aldi’s gro-
cery store in Owosso, near the parking lot. This pic-
ture was taken in July of 2016, and the plants are 
about 11’ tall.

Phragmites
  Known by some as common reed, is an aggressive 
wetland grass that outcompetes native species very 
quickly. It has been known to take over swamps, 
ponds and other wetland areas. Being capable of 
growing up to 18 feet tall, Phragmites blocks views, 
alters fish and wildlife habitat and eliminates all na-
tive plants in its path. 
  Phragmites has an intense root structure that spreads 
rapidly and makes it hard to control. The rhizome 
root of a Phragmites plant can grow at a rate of 30 
feet each year with new plants sprouting all along the 
way. Herbicides are the most effective method of con-
trolling Phragmites but several treatments are usually 
needed. It can be seen in ditches, ponds, and wet-
lands throughout the county. Contact the Shiawassee 
Conservation District for more information.

CAES, Bugwood.org – Hemlock woolly adeligid up-close

Be on the lookout 
for this tiny insect

  Hemlock woolly adelgid is an insect that feeds on 
sap from hemlock tree shoots and branches. It is a 
significant threat to Michigan’s hemlock resource and 
northern forest ecosystems. It was found in Allegan 
and Oceana counties in 2017, and in Muskegon and 
Ottawa counties in 2015 and 2016. 
  These tiny insects secrete white wax as they feed 
on sap. Their feeding can kill needles, shoots and 
branches. Over time, growth slows and trees may take 
on a grayish green appearance. Infested hemlocks are 
often killed when other stress factors, such as drought 
affects trees. If this pest becomes established, most of 
the state’s hemlock trees will be killed.
  If you notice white, waxy material at the base of 
the needles on hemlock trees, do not remove the po-
tentially infested material from the site. Instead, take 
photos, note the location of the affected trees and 
report it to the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development at MDA-info@michigan.gov 
or (800) 232-3939.
  Together we can prevent the spread of hemlock 
woolly adelgid. For more information on this inva-
sive species, contact the Shiawassee Conservation 
District.

Electronics 
Recycling 
Saturday, 

May 5
  The Shiawassee Conservation District will be 
holding an Electronics Recycling Collection on 
Saturday, May 5 from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The 
collection will be held at Chippewa Trail, just 
north of VG’s Grocery Store in Owosso.
  The Shiawassee Conservation District has been 
offering this service to Shiawassee County since 
2013. In total there has been 9 events collecting 
181,001 pounds of electronic waste, which has 
been recycled in an environmentally safe way. “We 
are pleased to be able to offer this service to our 
community and we appreciate the county’s finan-
cial assistance,” stated District Executive Director 
Melissa Higbee. “Untreated electronic waste pos-
es serious risks to human health and the environ-
ment. As long as there is a need in the community, 
we want to continue offering this service.”
  Items accepted include broken or unwanted TVs 
and computer monitors, computer and computer 
components, electric power tools, and small ap-
pliances. Batteries, toner cartridges, VHS tapes, 
CDs, and floppy discs are also accepted. Items 
not accepted include light bulbs, refrigerators, 
large appliances, and dehumidifiers.
  The Electronic Recycling Collection event is 
coordinated by the Shiawassee Conservation 
District with financial assistance provided by 
the Shiawassee County’s funds from Waste 
Management.
  Contact the Shiawassee Conservation District for 
more information about the District’s Electronic 
Recycling Program.
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and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC-Insured    NO Bank Guarantee    MAY Lose Value

Offering over 75 years 
of combined experience.

• Legacy/succession planning
• Retirement plans & Consolidation of retirement assets
• Strategies designed to help preserve accumulated wealth
• Investment management
• Cash Flow Management

If your current financial advisor doesn't know the difference between a bale 
of straw or hay, give us a call. We understand your business and will develop 
a plan to help preserve your legacy. The Schluckebier/Hood Wealth 
Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors has been advising farm 
families throughout Michigan for more than 30 years. Our knowledge of the 
needs of farm families, combined with a hands-on approach to investing, 
have been a welcome change for our clients. And they can be for you too.

The Schluckebier/Hood Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
201 N. Washington St., Owosso, MI  48867   |   1-800-725-8131201 N. Washington St., Owosso, MI 48867
989-725-8131 • 1-800-725-8131
www.advisingfarmfamilies.com

 Not  FDIC-Insured   No Bank  Guarantee   MAY Lose Value

Wells Fargo Advisors is a trade name used by Wells Fargo Clearing Services, 
LLC, Member SIPC, ©2017 a registered broker-dealer and non-bank affiliate 
of Wells Fargo & Company. All rights reserved. CAR 0217-03271

  Conservation Rocks! Ten lucky people 
found the District’s painted conservation 
rocks featuring soil, water, animals, plants 
and air. They were hid throughout the Shi-
awassee County Fairgrounds. Finders won 
a gift certificate to Murtle’s Handmade 
Chocolates.

  The Shiawassee No-Tillers Club was 
organized in 1984. No-till farmers, Shi-
awassee Conservation District, Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, and 
local agricultural professionals met to 
discuss no-till planting systems. The 
club was a place for no-till farmers to 
get together and talk about each oth-
er’s successes and failures. Although 
the club no longer meets, Shiawassee 
County farmers still get together to 
talk about conservation innovations at 
events like the Conservation District’s 
conservation tours, workshops, and 
meetings. Pictured is former Shiawas-
see Conservation District Chairman 
Kennard Dysinger, 1993.


