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Four years ago, Ryan Bradford
“This is our centerpiece. It seems
Weather Vane Roofing offers high
(owner), Jason Etchison (produc- like we’re really huge. We’re not. quality materials, a completely
tion manager), and Kris Poag started We’re just geographically spread consultative approach with clients,
Weather Vane Roofing, located on out,” Poag said in discussing the in-home sample showings, and preby Karen Mead-Elford, special sections editor
N. Washington Street. “We kind of Owosso office. Weather Vane Roof- installation inspections. Their projmorphed out of a bigger company in ing also includes locations in Howell, ects most commonly utilize asphalt,
Lansing,” Poag referenced their pri- Lansing, and Grand Haven. Owosso since that product is in high-demand
or experience working in the roof- is their central headquarters.
Continued on Page 6
ing industry in a different
location. “I live here and
wanted to work here, and
be part of the community
more than anything. So
we started Weather Vane
Roofing under that premise. That we could be a little bit more affordable and
Call Us For All Your Insurance Needs
community oriented,” explained Poag who handles
sales and general operaGroup • Individual
tions of the Owosso busiBUSINESS
ness. The Montrose native
HOME
• AUTO
has lived in Owosso for 14
years, bringing with him
Let Us Help You!
Stephanie
Yvonne
Tom
Beverly
his 20 years experience in
Cleveland
Ryan
Ray
Miller
roofing. Etchison is from
DURAND 989-288-2654
BYRON 810-266-4892
KRIS POAG from Weather Vane Roofing is shown Owosso, and Bradford is
in the Owosso office.
www.blackmorerowebyron.com
www.blackmorerowedurand.com
from Howell.
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Weather Vane Roofing

blackmore-rowe
insurance

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

Lawn Fertilization

Weed Control

Grub Control

Tree & Shrub Care

Lawn Aeration

Mosquito Control

Mole Control

Snow & Ice Management

Vegetation Control

Lawn Care Specialists

Quality Products
Using quality products that last longer,
we outperform the competition.

Experience

Results

With an MSU agronomist and former
Golf Course Superintendents on staff –
this is what we love to do!

We promise to work with you
until you’re satisfied!

989-666-1200

1001 N. Saginaw St., Durand, MI
Stinelawn.com
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Tools of the Home Renovator’s Trade

Home renovation projects can be both exciting
and tricky. Do-it-yourselfers are inspired by designs
showcased in magazines, websites and their own
communities. When DIY enthusiasts see a design
they like, it’s understandable that they may want to
emulate these looks at home.
Remodeling is one of the larger DIY undertakings,
and it goes beyond simple carpentry. Considering
demolition, reconstruction, electrical, plumbing,
and masonry work may be part of the DIY package, homeowners who are thinking about renovations must first stock up on the tools and other supplies of the trade. Having the right tools can mean
the difference between a job well done and a job
that needs to be redone.
w Crowbar or prybar: Before you can put in new
construction, you might have to get your hands dirty
with some demolition. Crowbars or prybars can be
used to pry up wood slats, remove nails or remove
old decking.
w Tool pouch: A tool and fastener pouch gives

400

$

off

1

1025R TRACTOR

• AutoConnect™ Drive-over
Deck
• Quik-Park™ Loader
• iMatch™ Quick-Hitch
compatible
• 6-year powertrain
warranty**

THEY’RE EVEN
BETTER IN PERSON.

X394 SELECT SERIES™ TRACTOR

XUV825i

•
•
•
•

• 50 hp* EFI
• Fully independent suspension

22 hp* (16.4 kW), 726 cc engine
48-in. Accel Deep™ Mower Deck
4-wheel steering
4-year/300-hour bumper-to-bumper warranty***
1

$300 OFF

DIYers a place other than their pockets to store fasteners and hand tools. Pouches can be attached to tool
belts for added storage capacity.
w Stud finder: Invest in a more fool-proof method
of locating studs behind drywall then knocking on
the wall. Stud finders can provide a picture of studs,
pipes and other hidden items inside an entire length
of wall. This is essential to driving nails where they
belong and can also prevent sending fasteners into
wires or nearby plumbing.
w Level: A level is an essential tool for everyone
from casual decorators to more involved renovators.
Whether hanging pictures or ensuring molding is parallel, levels are must-have tools for DIYers.
w Safety glasses: Invest in a pair of safety glasses
so no one working on a project deals with obstructed vision. Safety glasses also provide ample eye
protection.
w Extension cords: If power tools are part of the
renovation picture, extension cords can safely extend
power where it is needed. Be sure to invest in a gauge
that is large enough to handle the amperage of your
most powerful tool.
w Measuring tape: The “measure twice, cut once”
mantra is key to home improvements. To measure accurately each and every time, no tool chest is complete without a sturdy measuring tape.

d d d Post-winter Garden Prep Tips d d d
d Assess the damage. Even if
winter was mild, gardens might
still have suffered some damage.
Inspect garden beds and any fencing or barriers designed to keep
wildlife from getting into the garden. Before planting anew, fix any

damage that Mother Nature or local
wildlife might have caused over the
past several months.
d Clear debris. Garden beds and
surrounding landscapes that survived winter without being damaged

might still be littered with debris.
Remove fallen leaves, branches and
even litter that blew about on windy
winter days before planting season.
Make sure to discard any debris effectively so it does not find its way
back into the garden.

The only certified
whole-house Arsenic
Reduction filter on the market.

MODEL YEAR 2016
$400 OFF1

Offer valid from March 1, 2017, through May 1, 2017, on the purchase of any new 1025R Tractor, X394
Lawn Tractor or Model Year 2016 XUV825i Utility Vehicle. Get $400 off 1025R Tractor, $300 off X394 Lawn
Tractor and $400 off XUV825i Utility Vehicle. Offer, prices and savings are in U.S. dollars and available in the
U.S. only. Ask your dealer for details.
*The engine horsepower and torque information are provided by the engine manufacturer to be used
for comparison purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and torque will be less. Refer to the engine
manufacturer’s website for additional information.
**Beginning January 1, 2016, all compact utility tractors purchased new from an authorized John Deere
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
LIMITED WARRANTY FOR NEW JOHN DEERE TURF AND UTILITY EQUIPMENT at dealer for details.
���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
WARRANTY FOR NEW JOHN DEERE TURF AND UTILITY EQUIPMENT at JOHNDEERE.COM for details.
John Deere, the leaping deer symbol, and green and yellow trade dress are trademarks of Deere & Company.

w Ladder varieties: Home improvements aren’t always at ground level. Purchase ladders of various
heights so you can safely reach various areas of the
home and avoid injury. Step stools, a step ladder and
an extension ladder all have their purposes on the job.
w Digital inspection scope: A scope lets you see inside walls, floors and ceilings to find the exact location of pipes, wires and joists. It also can be used to
seek out the source of clogged drains or anywhere you
desire sight into hard-to-maneuver areas.
In addition to these tools, brooms, shop-vacs, hammers, screwdrivers, wrenches and pliers can complete
a DIYer’s basic toolbox. SH172751

1

CERTIFIED
WATER
SPECIALIST

805 W. Main St., Owosso

989-725-5515
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Shade-tolerant Plants Help
to Complete Landscapes
Plants need sunlight
to thrive and grow, but
some need less sunlight
than others. People who
find their landscapes are
less supportive to sunloving plants can choose
from a variety of shadetolerant plants, shrubs and trees.
Shade tolerance refers to a plant’s ability to withstand low levels of light. Certain plants have adapted this feature to
survive in the wild. Plants that grow at
the base of forest floors, for example,
will get less sunlight than others outside
of the tree canopy. Such adaptations enable a wide variety of foliage to grow
even though they are not exposed to
much sunlight.
While sun-loving plants often have
broad leaves and expend significant energy to capture sunlight for photosynthesis, shade-tolerant plants expend less
energy and tend to be more efficient consumers of soil nutrients and sunlight.
Penn State Extension’s Plant and
Pests division says the amount of shade
a plant is growing under will directly
affect the density of the foliage and the
plant’s flowering and fruiting characteristics. Blending shade-tolerant plants
into the landscape can be an effective
use of space. Before choosing plants
for an existing landscape, it’s important
to assess the level of shade or sun the

plants will receive.
c Heavy shade: Heavy
shade is when no direct
sunlight reaches a plant.
This occurs at the base
of northern-facing walls
or beneath thick tree
canopies.
c Full sun: Areas that receive full sun
enjoy direct sunlight between six and
eight hours per day.
c Moderate shade: These sites have
reflected sunlight that may come off of
water features.
c Light shade: Plants in these areas
will get partially filtered or dappled sunlight.
Once homeowners understand which
type of shade they are dealing with, they
can then visit plant nurseries and select
their plants. Most greenery comes with
care instructions that include recommendations regarding the amount of
shade/sunlight the plant will need to do
well. If further assistance is needed, a
knowledgeable employee can make suggestions based on landscape needs.
Those who are looking for some preliminary guidance when it comes to selecting shade-tolerant shrubs, plants or
trees can consult the following list.
c Bleeding heart: Bleeding heart,
or Dicentra spectabilis, is typically
found in woodlands. It’s a perennial in
Continued on Page 5
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The Future Starts
In Your Own Backyard...
We Help Make That Vision A Reality!

Open
YearRound

OPEN HOUSE APRIL 22-23
Open 7 Days
A Week!

OPEN HOUSE HOURS: Noon
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HOT DOGS & LEMONADE!!!
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The Itty Bitty Bungalow Battle

For a LIMITED TIME, take advantage of
our GREAT RATES with NO FEES*!
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LLiinnee ooff CCrreeddiitt!!






Call, click, or stop by for more information!

Serving Shiawassee, Clinton & Gratiot Counties!
* All loans subject to credit approval. Rates, terms, and conditions
subject to change without notice. Fees listed above will be waived
by the Credit Union for approved HELOCs. Annual Percentage
Rate may vary up to a maximum of 18.00%. Available on new
loans only. Title insurance fees may be charged by title company.
See Credit Union for complete details.

NO Appraisal Fee
NO Processing Fee
NO Annual Fee
NO Prepayment Penalty

OVID BRANCH - 1090 Baese Court
ST. JOHNS (Main Office) - 1200 Zeeb Drive
FOWLER BRANCH - 10667 E. Second St.
www.JourneyFCU.org

989.224.9511

Customers submit (by Friday the 21st) handmade fairy
houses to be judged for 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes
of gift certificates ranging from $50-$250.

Van Atta’s
Greenhouse & Flower Shop
9008 Old M-78, Haslett

For more details visit vanattas.com or call 517.339.1142
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Shade-tolerant Plants
Continued from Page 4

the poppy family that produces mounded foliage and arching vine-like stems of
heart-shaped flowers in the spring.
c Amethyst flower: Browallia hybrids
offer star-shaped blooms of blue and
violet. These plants will billow out of
hanging baskets or containers, and they
prefer warm shade or filtered sunlight.
c Coleus: The coleus, Solenostemon
scutellarioides, is another perennial that
can have a variety of different leaf colors and striations.
c Witch hazels: These are a genus in
the family Hamamelidacea, which has
four different species in North America.
This shrub or small tree features arching branches with dense, multi-stemmed

clumps. Witch hazel produces flowers in
the late autumn when most other plants
are sparse.
c Bayberry: Myrica pensylvanica can
grow in partial shade as a hedge or
natural property divider. The leaves of
this shrub are aromatic when crushed.
The shrub will produce tiny, gray/white
fruits in late summer.
c English Ivy: Also known as Hedera
helix, this trailing plant is widely cultivated as an ornamental plant. It will
spread easily and can become invasive.
Those searching for shade-tolerant
trees can choose among Sugar Maple,
Black Alder, Flowering Dogwood, and
White Spruce, among others.
Shade-tolerant plants can make welcome additions to the landscape, offering greenery and color in the darker areas of a property. GT174893

d Post-winter Garden Prep Tips d
d Turn the greenhouse into a clean
house. Cleaning a greenhouse in advance of spring can help gardeners
evict any overwintering pests that can
threaten plant life once spring gardening season arrives. A thorough cleaning, which should include cleaning the
inside of greenhouse glass and washing
flower pots and plant trays, also can
prevent plant diseases from surviving
into spring.
d Check for pests. Speak with a local gardening professional to determine if there
are any local pests to look out for and
how to recognize and remove these pets
from gardens. Pests may hibernate in the

soil over the winter, and such unwelcome
visitors can make it difficult for gardens
to thrive come spring and summer.
d Assess plant location. If plants, flowers or gardens have struggled in recent
years or never grew especially vibrant,
then gardeners may want to assess the
location of their plant life before spring
gardening season begins. Some plants
may not be getting enough sunlight in
certain locations on a property, while
others might be overexposed to the sun
during spring and summer. Moving
plants that are not thriving prior to the
start of spring gardening season may be
just what gardens need to flourish.
• Blinds
• Shades
• Valances
• Drapes
• Furniture Repair
• Caning
• Professional
Measuring
& Installation

Melco Interiors

307 N. Washington St.
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Weeding Through Lawncare
Service Options

-Community Feature-

Weather Vane Roofing
Continued from Page 2

in the area. Other roofing options include both steel roofing and composite roofing. Composite roofing is actually
made from recycled materials created to appear as cedar
shakes. It is highly appropriate for any number of historic
structures in the region.
A recent example of composite roofing can be seen at
the Woodard Paymaster building (right) located along the
river in Curwood Castle Park. The project was donated to
the Owosso Historical Commission by Weather Vane. The
(Independent File Photo/
roof was installed early in March. The material is more
Elizabeth Wehman)
durable than traditional cedar, and will last a lifetime.
“We tear back layers of history when we take the roof
off,” shared Poag who also has a passion for history. He continued to explain that
cedar was a great product, but the trees currently being used to create cedar shakes
aren’t as mature as the ones that were once utilized. The new composite roofing is a
terrific alternative.
Factory trained and certified in every roofing system they offer, Weather Vane offers
a conscientious ‘repair first’ approach. All too often, roofs are replaced unnecessarily.
Weather Vane tries to help avoid those costs for their clients.
“It’s not about money,” Poag talked about his understanding of taking pride in his
work. “When you do this type of work, you have something to take pride in.”
The company has seen an impressive 20 to 30 percent growth each of the four years
they have been open. Weather Vane has a strong social media presence, but recognizes
that they have a diverse clientele that directly includes newspaper readers. Interested
individuals may find more information available at www.weathervaneroofing.com.

Millions of acres across North America are devoted to lush, green lawns. According
to Duke University’s Nicholas School of the Environment, lawns take up 40.5 million
acres and individuals spend $30 billion on average for lawn and garden upkeep in the
United States alone. People certainly love their lawns and often wonder if those lawns
are best left in the hands of professionals.
The National Gardening Association states that 72 percent of American households
do some work in their yards. However, a growing number of homeowners also hire
others to make their lawns look pristine. Homeowners who want to leave lawncare to
the professionals can consider the following factors as they search for a company that
best suits their needs.
v Work with a licensed and insured company. Lawncare services that are licensed
and insured provide more peace of mind to homeowners than the alternatives. Should
an injury occur on your property while work is being done, an insured business will be
able to take care of it and you won’t be liable.
v Ask about membership in a professional or trade organization. Businesses that
belong to an organization invest in continually learning about the evolution of lawncare. This increases the likelihood that member companies will be up-to-date regarding
the latest, most environmentally friendly lawncare techniques. Participation in a trade
organization also may indicate education in the landscaping field.
v Research reviews before hiring. Although public reviews may not paint the entire picture and they often reflect only the very positive or very negative experiences
previous customers have had with a given business, they can provide an idea of how a
lawncare company interacts with its customers. Prospective customers who contact the
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4621 Beard Rd., Byron
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Home 989-634-5349
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Phone/Fax 989-834-2288
Toll Free 888-754-9595

989-413-0954
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OWOSSO, MI
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Decorative Concrete & More!
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Byron
Plumbing

Serving Shiawassee County

Purchase a new driveway
1,000 sq. ft. or more!

Continued on Page 15

HUNDREDS OF ROLLS OF
CARPET & VINYL IN STOCK
• Carpet • Ceramic • Laminates • Vinyl • Wood

FREE ESTIMATES • 989-723-7861
2049 Corunna Ave., Owosso

• Tankless Water Heater
• Water Softeners
• Drain Cleaning
• New Construction
• Repair
• Sewage & Sump Pumps
l
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ks
• Bladder Tan

Free Estimates
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Understand Hardiness Zones Before Planting

Gardening benefits the environment in myriad ways. Maintaining natural landscapes and preserving green spaces can reduce the collective carbon footprint of
the human race. Trees, flowers and other greenery filter the air and create welcoming habitats for all species of animals and insects.
Many home gardeners set out each spring to create landscapes that cater to all of
the senses. But choosing plants that are unlikely to thrive in certain climates can
lead to dissatisfaction and premature plant demise and may require gardeners to
use more fertilizers, pesticides and other not-so-Earth-friendly techniques to help
plants thrive.
One of the more important steps gardeners can take before spring arrives is to
educate themselves about plant hardiness zones. Hardiness zones are defined by
the average climatic conditions of the region and are broken down into various
zones. The USDA Hardiness Zone map divides North America into 13 separate
zones. Each zone is marked by 10 F incremental differences from the last zone. In
some versions of the map, each zone is further divided into “a” and “b” regions.
The National Gardening Association says the USDA Hardiness Zone Map was
revised in 2012. The latest version was jointly developed by the USDA’s Agricultural Research Service and Oregon State University’s PRISM Climate Group. To
help develop the new map, the USDA and Oregon State University requested that
horticultural and climatic experts review the zones in their geographic areas. As
a result, the zone boundaries in the 2012 edition of the map have shifted in many
areas. Canada’s Hardiness Zone map, updated in 2010, uses nine different zones.
Zone maps are tools that show where permanent landscape plants can adapt.
Home gardeners who are looking for shrubs or perennials to last year after year
should recognize that such plants must tolerate year-round conditions, including
the lowest and highest temperatures and the amount of precipitation. Snow cover
and humidity also can impact a plant’s propensity to thrive.

While zone maps are not perfect, they can be useful in planning and ensuring the
survival of future gardens. Plant and seed manufacturer Burpee says that other factors to consider that also affect the viability of plants include wind, moisture and
soil conditions. The company offers an interactive zone finder on their website that
will indicate the hardiness zone as well as average first and last frost dates.

Michigan’s premier golf course irrigation service company,
is now bringing its award winning service to you!

We are now offering residential and
commercial irrigation service in your area.
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How Building Permits Protect Homeowners

You are thinking of making a major renovation
to your home. Perhaps it’s time to create that master bedroom suite you long have admired or install
that wrap-around porch? What is the first thing that
should be done before getting down to business?
The correct way to begin a home remodeling project
is to obtain the necessary permits for the job. Many
municipalities request individuals obtain permits for
a range of work on homes or other structures, such
as office buildings. Permits are generally required for
all new construction as well as specific modifications
that will affect structural, plumbing, mechanical, and
electrical systems. It’s important to check with the
local building office prior to beginning work to see
which permits you will need before the project can
begin. Permits are necessary whether a homeowner is
doing the work or hiring an outside contractor.
Due to the cost and time involved with securing
permits, some homeowners skip this step so they
can begin a project promptly. However, this can end
up being a costly mistake. Permits might seem like
a nuisance, but they actually protect homeowners in
various ways.
Permits ensure safe workmanship
Permits provide a blueprint by which contractors

and do-it-yourselfers must complete renovations. Because inspections will take place, there is no wiggle
room. Shortcuts often translate into subpar work that
may lead to malfunction and injury in the long run.
Safeguarding against poor workmanship means homeowners can feel confident in the work being done.
Permits reduce the likelihood of costly mistakes
As inspectors go through their checklists, they may
notice things that were done incorrectly and will offer advice about how to mend the problem before it
becomes a larger headache. If left unchecked,

an electrical error could lead to a fire or another
dangerous situation. Repairs that are not structurally sound may pose problems or deteriorate more
quickly than structures that are constructed correctly. Furthermore, catching improper technique
early on eliminates having to tear down and redo
work, which can be a costly and time-consuming
endeavor.
Permits protect against fines
Sometimes work goes as planned even for homeowners who did not obtain the necessary permits.
However, years later, when other work needs to be
done, inspectors may discover homeowners never
secured proper permits and inspections years earlier,
leading to fines.
Furthermore, if work is done without a permit and
an accident occurs, any damages or injuries may not
be covered by a homeowner’s insurance policy.
Permits are an important part of the home improvement process. Homeowners should not skirt the responsibility because the permit and inspection process is in place to provide protection to occupants.
SH172750
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Create Kid-Friendly Spaces at Home
Maintaining a home that is welcoming and kidfriendly can be challenging. Kids are full of energy
and oftentimes put fun ahead of tidiness. But no matter how energetic their youngsters are, parents can still
employ several strategies to ensure their homes are
both sophisticated and child-friendly.
• Consider an open floor plan. Rooms that flow into one
another make it easier to keep tabs on children. Such
rooms also allow residents and guests to mingle in separate rooms but not be too far away from one another.
• Choose washable fabrics. Upholstery will need to
stand up to the abuse kids can dish out. Sofas and
chairs with slipcovers can be advantageous because
many slipcovers can be easily removed and laundered.
Patterned fabrics will hide some stains, while treated
fabrics may resist liquid spills for easier cleanup.
• Create a catch-all spot. Special bins or other organizational tools in the entryway can help to cull clutter
when children come in the house from school or play.
Be sure to keep cubbies, containers and coat hooks at
a child-friendly height.
• Look for high-traffic rugs. Rugs designed for hightraffic areas will be more forgiving when children
march across them several times per day. There are

no rules that say you
can’t bring an outdoor rug inside, and
these rugs tend to be
easier to clean.
• Ensure there is
plenty of seating.
Sectionals give children ample room to
spread out. And ample seating ensures
there is enough
room for kids to
invite their friends
over to hang out.
• Think outside pink and blue. For children’s rooms,
make sure they’re colorful, but consider other hues to
give the rooms some personality. Focus on a hobby or
activity and borrow the color scheme from the accessories used for decorating.
• Hang whimsical artwork. Employ framing and
lighting to make kids’ artwork look like professional
pieces. Routinely change the pictures when a new
look is desired.
• Designate a place for
play. Devote an entire
room or a nook in a house
for imaginative play. Store
toys here so these items
will not create clutter in
individual bedrooms.
Creating child-friendly
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How to Fix that
Sticking Door
Nearly everyone has experienced a sticking door
that just will not close properly. This problem may
become more noticeable when temperatures rise
and humidity contributes to the swelling of wood
doors and frames.
According to The Family Handyman, a home
improvement resource, the standard remedy for alleviating a sticking door is to remove the door and
pare down the edges that are rubbing so that the
door will once again swing freely. While this can
solve the problem, it can be a hassle, as it requires
refinishing the pared-down edge and rehanging the
door. Try these shortcuts first before creating more
work than might be necessary.
- Identify the problem area and rub it with a dry bar
of soap. This should reduce friction and allow the
door to close more easily.
- Remove humidity with a dehumidifier or by running an air conditioning unit.
- Check for loose hinges or sagging around the
hinge. Tighten the fasteners to sure up the door and
create better alignment.
- Spray the hinges with lubricant if you suspect
sticking is originating because of squeaky hinges.
- Look for obstructions at the bottom of the door.
Is the door dragging on carpeting or being caught
on something on the floor? It may be a matter of
simply clearing away the obstruction. SH172764

Weggy’s
Our Advertisers
Bring This Issue Of
The Independent
To You!
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Space Available
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WASH

We’re About Community!Credit, Cash or Coin
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•Weggyswash.com
• • 989-723-1118 • • •
989.721.9189
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We Have
Dumpsters
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We’re
About Community!
We proudly
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Why Honeybees Need Protection

early summer and into fall.
~ Provide clean sources of water. A small garden feature or a rainwater collection
is enough to provide bees with a drink when needed.
~ Honeybees and other bees require some sort of shelter. Dead trees and plants
provide adequate shelter, so don’t be so tempted to pull out all of the undergrowth
in the name of aesthetics.
~ Plant a garden that will attract bees. Resources for planting a bee-friendly garden
can be found by visiting http://www.panna.org/sites/default/files/Bee-FriendlyGardening_PAN.pdf.
~ If you come across a hive, leave it alone. It’s best not to disturb a hive and honeybee colony. If bees are located where they can become a nuisance, contact a local
bee expert to see if the hive can be moved.
~ Think about becoming a beekeeper yourself. There are many different resources
available to help you get started.
Bees are being threatened at an alarming rate. Educating yourself about what
to do to protect honeybees can help to restore the valuable honeybee population.

Honeybees flitting from flower to flower is one of the first signs
that warm weather has arrived. Honeybees are a welcome presence in the garden, pollenating plants and contributing to local
honey supplies.
Despite their importance in the ecosystem, honeybees are in
grave danger. In 2014, U.S. President Barack Obama created a
task force comprised of various agencies to address the growing
issue of rapidly diminishing honeybees and other pollinating
insects. This initiative was a response to reports from American
beekeepers indicating hive deaths have been on the rise, gravely
affecting the honeybee population. Honeybees pollinate many
fruit trees, nut plants and vegetables, playing a crucial role for
many nations’ food industries.
In addition to government involvement and honeybee conserTF166142
vation methods designed by environmental agencies, there are many
things that regular citizens and homeowners can do to
protect honeybees this summer. The Environmental Protection Agency and the Pesticide Action Network offer
these tips.
~ Use caution when applying any pesticides to home
gardens. Be especially cautious when applying pesticides when bees are likely to be flying. If you must
We are a complete supplier to the farming
apply pesticides, do so only after dusk.
business, dedicated to quality products and
~ Stagger your planting throughout the growing seasuperior service for over 50 years!
son. Rather than planting everything at once, stagger
planting for flowers and other plants that have blooms.
This gives bees plenty of pollen sources throughout

Always

PRODUCTS & SERVICE
YOU CAN DEPEND ON!
Since 1960

4530 E. Lansing Rd., Bancroft, MI

989-634-9156

e Right Direc on

•• 989-634-1205 •• 702 N. Washington St., Owosso

FREE UPGRADE
200 W. Exchange St.
Owosso, MI 48867
989-725-7134

Protection from those ugly black streaks,
guaranteed for life with our free upgrade to
SCOTCHGARD protected shingles.
**All work must be scheduled for installation prior to April 31, 2017
**Not valid with already contracted work, or any other discounts.

Steel - Rubber shingles - Asphalt shingles
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The Benefits of Hiring Professional Contractors
The DIY movement has inspired many homeowners
to tackle home repair and remodeling projects on their
own. DIY projects can be rewarding, and many homeowners who have embraced the DIY movement have
discovered talents they never before knew they had.
But no matter how simple popular home renovation
television shows make remodeling projects appear,
homeowners should know that such undertakings
are far more difficult than they appear on television.
Homeowners who overestimate their abilities and the
time they have to complete projects can cost themselves substantial amounts of money. In fact, there
are a variety of reasons homeowners might want to
work with professional contractors when tackling
home improvement projects.
Experience
A trial and error approach can work with various
projects and problems. But applying such an approach
to home improvement projects is risky and potentially dangerous, not to mention costly. Experienced professional contractors with strong track records (seek
recommendations from friends or neighbors) won’t
have to go through trial and error and are therefore
more likely than DIYers to complete a project on time
and on budget.

Inspiration
One oft-overlooked benefit of working with professional contractors is the likelihood that they can draw
up ideas for projects that homeowners might otherwise
never have thought up on their own. Homeowners without specific ideas in mind can ask contractors to come
up with various scenarios before committing to a particular one. Veteran contractors can draw on years of experience to create designs that DIYers might be incapable
of coming up with and/or incapable of seeing through
to completion.
Cost
Conventional wisdom suggests it’s less expensive to
do something yourself than to hire someone else to do it
for you, but that’s not necessarily true of home improvement projects. Labor costs typically account for a substantial amount of professionally contracted projects,
but homeowners can cut those costs by volunteering to
do some of the simpler tasks themselves. In addition,
contractors often purchase materials at a much lower
cost than individual homeowners because contractors
buy in bulk. So while labor costs might be lower on DIY
projects, the cost of materials can offset those savings.
Resale value
Many homeowners renovate their homes with eyes on

Holes -n- More -LLC
6in. 9in. 12in. 18in. 24in. 30in. Holes

Bobcat Service of all Types
“Your hole
is our goal!”

Insured

Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

Ron Keck

CELL 517-896-5261

Licensed
& Insured

Serving Shiawassee County
Since 1945

The Lady Who Paints

~ Marita Rodgers ~
“Spruce Up For Spring With Fresh Paint!”

Interior & Exterior Painting
~ with ~

RR
Remodeling

Terry Rodgers
Construction, LLC
Specializing in Remodeling

989-729-1945

“Hire the Original”

improving the resale value of those homes. But if homeowners want to showcase a newly remodeled kitchen
when selling their homes, they should be prepared for
prospective buyers to ask who worked on the project.
Fearing potential problems down the road, some buyers might be put off by homes that were remodeled by
DIYers and not professional contractors.
Renovating a home on your own can be a rewarding
project for homeowners. But it’s important that homeowners recognize the many benefits of working with
professional contractors before making any final decisions with regard to who will tackle their next project.
SH172749

Roofing Materials

Asphalt shingles: The
most popular roofing material, asphalt shingles
are guaranteed for 20 to

30 years, which helps
solidify this choice as
a smart-value product.
For some homeowners,

Handy Provides Roll-Off Container Rentals, Transportation & Disposal of
Solid Waste for Remodeling, Construction, Roofing, Cleanups, Moving, etc.

6-8-10-12 yd. Dumpsters 2753 South M-52
OWOSSO
• Free Delivery • Flat Rates
(Corner of Delaney

• Multi-Container Discounts
& South M-52)
• Free Scrap/Metal Pickup (989) 723-5940
Get Your Best Rate, Then Call Us!

A Handy Container For All Your Projects

SOVIS
INSURANCE AGENCY
615 W. Brady St., Chesaning
989-845-3400 • sovisins.com

a downside to shingles
is that, because they are
so popular, they’re seen
everywhere. So those
homeowners looking to
make a unique statement
with their roofing materials may want to choose a
different option.
Metal: Metal roofs are
usually made from fully
recyclable steel, aluminum or alloy, making
them an eco-friendly
choice. Metal roofs also
reflect the sun’s rays and
can be an energy-efficient
option.

Watch for updates
on Facebook®
The Independent
Newsgroup
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Clay or concrete tiles:
These tiles add texture
logs and are thin, while and elegance to a roof,
shakes are thick, rough
and formed by being split
from logs.

says HGTV. Clay or concrete tiles are very durable and quite heavy, so

Roofing Materials

Wood shingles and
shakes: A wood roof is
another possibility, but
some homeowners find

wood roofs require more
money to install and more
effort to maintain. Wood
shingles are sawn from
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Sand • Stone • Gravel • Topsoil

SAND & GRAVEL - BACKHOE
& DOZER WORK

*Free Survey

989-725-7155

4/19-5/3 & 5/24-5/31
Z-FORCE L60
RZT L54, RZT LX54

LAWN & GARDEN
TRACTORS

200 OFF

$

2500psi
Unit

Commercial • Residential
Licensed & Insured

PRESSURE
WASHER
STARTING AT

CHESANING, MI

989-845-2146
ONE DAY
SERVICE
AVAILABLE!

That’s The Cub Cadet Advantage

100 OFF

$

279.99

$

HAVE YOU BEEN INSPECTED?
WE CAN HELP!

Innovative features for an Incredible Experience

4/19-5/3
5/24-5/31
XT1 LT 42 EFI
XT2 LT 42 EFI

COMPLETE SITE WORK
www.hedrichexcavating.com

• Basements • Driveways • Drain Fields • Septic Tanks
• Water/Sewer • Ponds • Demolition • Land Clearing

they must be installed by
a professional.

ECHO GT-225 COMMERCIAL SERIES
GAS-POWER STRING TRIMMER
• Lightweight with i-30 starting technology
• 21.2 cc professional grade
2 stroke engine
• Easy load 2 line “Rapid
Loader” trimmer head

4/1-6/30

CONTRACTORS REPAIR

13612 Woodbury Rd. • Haslett, MI 48840 • (517) 339-5709
ContractorsRepair.com
*See dealer for details.

 

Sales • Service • Maintenance

 



Commercial, Industrial, Residential, Agricultural
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS • ALL TYPES
*RECHARGE ON LOCATION
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Fire Systems - Wet Chemical / Dry Chemical / Sprinklers
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619 S. Washington St. • Owosso
www.clarkfireandsafety.com
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Home Improvements that Increase Home Value

1313 West Stewart St.
Owosso, MI 48867
Ph. 989-725-8400

ING SON
OPEN
E SEA
th
FOR TH
April 10

When granite countertops or shiny, stainless
steel appliances beckon
homeowners from the
display areas of home
improvement stores, it’s
tempting to gear remodeling thoughts toward the
items that will add flair
and decorative appeal to a
home. Even though most
improvements add some
measure of value, deciding which are the best investments can be difficult.
Return on investment, often referred to as “ROI,”

varies depending on the
project. Frequently, the
projects that seem like the
best investments don’t
bring the greatest rate of
return, while those that
seem like smaller projects
bring substantial returns.
Real estate professionals
routinely weigh in with
their expert advice, and
homeowners can couple
that advice with Remodeling magazine’s annual
“Cost vs. Value Index”
to reap the greatest financial impact from their
renovations.
The following were
some of the projects that
garnered the greatest ROI
in 2015.
H Open the door to improvement. Region by
region across the United
States, installation of a
new steel door on the front
of a home can have a large
impact on the resale value
of a property. The ROI
ranges from 123 percent
at the highest, to 86 per-

cent at the lowest - which
is still a considerable investment return for such
a simple project. Match
the door’s style with the
style of the house for the
best value.
H Turn up the kitchen heat.
An attractive kitchen can
encourage buyers to overlook some of a home’s less
attractive components. In
the kitchen, replacement
countertops, wall color
changes, new cabinetry
and flooring offer the biggest ROI.
H Dreaming of a new bedroom. Remodeling magazine also points to creating an attic bedroom to
increase home value. The
ROI of an attic remodel
that adheres to code can
garner an 83 percent ROI.
H Home maintenance
projects. There’s little good
to improving the aesthetic
appeal and functionality of
a home if there are existing
structural or maintenance
issues, warn experts. Sid-

ing replacement, HVAC
system repair or replacement, a new roof, and basement dampness prevention
solutions can be smarter
investments before other
flashy remodels. Many
buyers have a strict budget for a house, and those
buyers may be more likely
to buy a house with little
or no maintenance issues.
Such buyers will then upgrade the kitchen or baths
themselves, according to
Harvard’s Joint Center for
Housing Studies.
H Worthy window replacement. Angie’s List,
a home services review
and referral resource, has
found that the average
ROI of new windows is 77
percent. The cost of installation and energy savings
tend to offset at around the
10-year point.
If remodeling is on the
horizon,
homeowners
should give strong consideration to ROI before
choosing a project. TF16C622

OWOSSO
READY MIX CO.
Owned & Operated by Bob Ardelean

FREE ESTIMATES
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Farm & Volume Discounts • Front Discharge Mixers
1 & 2 Yard Long Concrete Blocks
Serving The Owosso Area For Over 50 Years

Now that spring
is close, it’s time to
turn that muddy driveway
into a new asphalt
driveway, or resurface
that old one.

E.Z. ASPHALT
989-413-4807

Phone:

(989) 723-1295

or

1-800-442-4541

441 Cleveland, Owosso

Ask about our hardwood flooring & trim.
Bark • Chips
0% financing
for 48 months
on approved credit

LLoyd MiLLer & SonS, inC.

Tractor & equipment Company
3695 e. M-21, Corunna • 989-743-4049
www.lloydmillerandsons.com

Maple Rapids
Lumber Mill

Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. 8-12
6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

maplerapidslumber.com

989-682-4225

BUYERS
Evening
OF STANDING
989-330-1994
TIMBER
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Prevent Stairway Injuries

Six Simple Ways to Greener Living

Protecting the planet
is a goal for millions of
people across the globe.
And that’s a good thing,
as the planet is increasingly in need of help.
Behaviors few people may give a second
thought to can dramatically impact the planet
in a negative way. For
example, according to
Worldwatch Institute,
100 billion plastic bags are thrown away
each year, less than 1 percent find their
way into recycling bins. The end result
of that waste is the deaths of around 1
billion birds and mammals each year
due to the ingestion of plastic.
If that information elicits deep emotions, perhaps this is the year to embrace
a more eco-friendly lifestyle. Recycling
and reusing is a good place to start, but
there are other ways to embrace greenliving practices in everyday life.
k Plan a spring garden. Explore the
possibilities of a vegetable garden and
planting some fruit trees. Growing your
own food can reduce reliance on commercially imported food products. Plus,
the plants and other greenery will contribute to the environment in a positive
way, by providing animal habitats and
filtering the air.
k Rely on fresh air and natural light.
To cool or even warm up a home, use
outdoor air rather than turning on the
HVAC system the moment you feel uncomfortable. Natural sunlight coming

through windows can
warm up a space and illuminate it adequately.
k Reduce reliance on
motor vehicles. The organization TreeHugger
says currently there are
around 700 million cars
on the road, producing
900 million tons of carbon dioxide each year.
Bicycling or walking to
the store or school, and
carpooling to work can help reduce
these emissions.
k Use natural cleaning ingredients.
Vinegar, baking soda and citrus oils
can be used to clean and deodorize,
reducing reliance on harmful cleaning
chemicals.
k Opt for paperless whenever possible. Reduce paper waste by signing up
for paperless billing and receipts. Try
paying bills electronically, which will
cut down on the number of paper bills
and envelopes that end up in the trash.
k Conduct a home energy audit. Find
out if your home is hemorrhaging energy and money by conducting a home
energy audit. A professional energy audit will check for water and air leaks,
HVAC system efficiency, insulation levels, window quality, and much more.
Many people resolve to live more ecofriendly lifestyles at the dawn of a new
year, and such resolutions can produce positive results for years to come.
TF16C644

Stairs are a necessity in many homes. While stairs serve a practical purpose, they
also have the potential to be dangerous.
According to the National Safety Council, more than one million injuries result
each year from stairway falls. Staircase and stairway accidents constitute the second leading cause of accidental injury, second only to motor vehicle accidents.
Each year, there are 12,000 stairway accident deaths. The Canadian Mortgage and
Housing Corporation states that a large portion of Canadians who visit hospitals
after a fall on or from stairs or steps in their homes are seniors (men and women
age 65 years or older).
However, many stairway falls can be prevented with some simple planning.
• Install sturdy handrails. A common contributor to stairway falls is a failure to use
handrails. Sturdy handrails can decrease fall rates. Even if a person slips, he or she
may be able to prevent the fall by grabbing on to the handrails and regaining some
of his or her balance.
• Rely on highlighters or friction strips. According to a study titled “Safety on
stairs: Influence of a tread edge highlighter and its position,” by Richard J. Foster,
fall risk may be reduced by using a highlighter positioned flush with the tread edge.
This helps make stairs more visible, particularly for those with impaired vision.
• Improve lighting on staircases. Failure to see steps may contribute to falls as well.
Staircases should be well lit so that residents and guests know where to step. Subtle
foot-level lighting can be
installed to make it easier
for people who frequently
use steps at night.
• Use slip-resistant mateOwner-Broker
rials. Slip-resistant sur810-241-3533
face material acceptable
for normal floors should
Real Estate
work on stair treads.
Professionals
Loose rugs should not be
placed at the top or bottom
810-266-5530 • 127 S. Saginaw St., Byron
of the landing. Outdoors,
Thedrurygroup1.com
rough finishes are recommended, particularly on
stairs that are subject to
getting wet.
• Improve step geometry. If slips and falls
frequently occur on a
It is recommended

The Drury Kathy Drury
Group
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Did You
Know?

Continued on Page 15

Sloan’s Septic
Tank Service

Family Owned
& Operated Over 60 years

(517) 655-1632

6453 N. Williamston Rd., Perry

DOODY

989-729-1800

1216 E. M-21, OWOSSO

SERVING THE TRI-CITIES FOR 58 YEARS

• Carpet
• Hardwood
• Laminate
• Tile

(Corner of M-21 & Delaney

FREE ESTIMATES
Hours:
M-F 9-6
Sat. 9-2

that you clean your
septic tank every
2-3 years for a family
of four. Spring
& Summer is a great
time to clean out
your septic tank.

WELL DRILLING

New Wells (Steel & Plastic) • Clean Water Systems
Certified Pump Repair • Well Replacement & Repair
State of Michigan #1616 Fully Insured
rand
Name B
&
Pumps
Tanks

517-651-5914

5624 W. Grand River Rd.
LAINGSBURG
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Did You Know?

Repetitive-strain injuries can affect gardeners who spend
long periods of time performing the same activity in their
gardens. By alternating tasks during gardening sessions, gardeners can reduce their risk of suffering repetitive strain injuries. Alternate tasks not just on muscle groups worked, but
also level of difficulty. Remember to include some simple
jobs even on busy gardening days so the body gets a break.

Prevent Stairway Injuries

Weeding Through Lawncare

Continued from Page 14

Continued from Page 6

particular staircase, consider the relationship between
the rise and the run, advises the Canadian Centre for
Occupational Health and Safety. The National Building Code of Canada says that, within a staircase, treads
should have a uniform run and tread depth that does not
vary more than 0.5 to 1 cm.
Steep steps with high risers
and/or short treads can increase the risk of falls.
• Clear away clutter. One
1
easy way to prevent falls is
to keep stairs free of clutter. This means removing
shoes, toys and other belongings that may be left
1025R TRACTOR
on stairs or landings.
• AutoConnect™ Drive-over
Many falls on stairs
Deck
can be prevented by be• Quik-Park™ Loader
ing mindful of certain risk
• iMatch™ Quick-Hitch
factors. SH172792
compatible
• 6-year powertrain
warranty**

400off

$

Better Business Bureau may learn if there have been any
glaring complaints against a particular contractor.
Find out which services are offered. Ask each business
what services they provide. While nearly every lawncare
contractor will mow the lawn and trim shrubs, many homeowners prefer companies that can adapt when the yard
needs a change. This may include pest treatments, fertilization, aeration, and seasonal cleanups.
v Look for a company that’s organized and connected.
Customer service should be a factor when choosing a
lawncare service. You want to be able to reach the company promptly. A company that responds quickly is ideal,
especially if you need to change a service or need to inquire about additional or emergency work.
Shopping for a lawncare service can take time and effort, but the results will be well worth it when homeowners have lawns and landscapes that make their neighbors
green with envy. GT174887

THEY’RE EVEN
BETTER IN PERSON.

X394 SELECT SERIES™ TRACTOR

XUV825i

•
•
•
•

• 50 hp* EFI
• Fully independent suspension

22 hp* (16.4 kW), 726 cc engine
48-in. Accel Deep™ Mower Deck
4-wheel steering
4-year/300-hour bumper-to-bumper warranty***
1

$300 OFF

MODEL YEAR 2016
$400 OFF1

Isn’t It Time You Retire?
(Your Mortgage, That Is?)

rates as low as

3.5%
APR*

Bad Axe • 989-269-9249
Birch Run • 989-624-9356
Burton • 810-742-3364

Caro • 989-673-8400
Lapeer • 810-664-3798
Marlette • 810-346-2761

Reese • 989-868-4165
Saginaw • 989-791-1234
Sandusky • 810-648-2404

TriCountyEquipment.net
Offer valid from March 1, 2017, through May 1, 2017, on the purchase of any new 1025R Tractor, X394
Lawn Tractor or Model Year 2016 XUV825i Utility Vehicle. Get $400 off 1025R Tractor, $300 off X394 Lawn
Tractor and $400 off XUV825i Utility Vehicle. Offer, prices and savings are in U.S. dollars and available in the
U.S. only. Ask your dealer for details.
*The engine horsepower and torque information are provided by the engine manufacturer to be used
for comparison purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and torque will be less. Refer to the engine
manufacturer’s website for additional information.
**Beginning January 1, 2016, all compact utility tractors purchased new from an authorized John Deere
GHDOHUFRPHVWDQGDUGZLWKD\HDUKRXUZKLFKHYHUFRPHVƟUVWSRZHUWUDLQZDUUDQW\6HHWKH
LIMITED WARRANTY FOR NEW JOHN DEERE TURF AND UTILITY EQUIPMENT at dealer for details.
7HUPOLPLWHGWR\HDUVRUKRXUVXVHGZKLFKHYHUFRPHVƟUVWDQGYDULHVE\PRGHO6HHWKH/,0,7('
WARRANTY FOR NEW JOHN DEERE TURF AND UTILITY EQUIPMENT at JOHNDEERE.COM for details.
John Deere, the leaping deer symbol, and green and yellow trade dress are trademarks of Deere & Company.
1

$%..&8$

Visit us at a
location near you:
OWOSSO: 1720 W. M-21
CORUNNA: 2665 E. M-21

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA

NMLS# 562117

If you are looking to decrease your monthly
mortgage payment, pay off debt, or if you want to
“retire” your mortgage sooner, a mortgage
retirement loan could be for you!
It offers:
• Only $149 application fee - great deal!
• No closing costs
• Fixed rate
• Terms available up to 15 years

Visit us at: lafcu.com/mortgageoptions

lafcu.com | 517.622.6600

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates based on credit history and LAFCU’s underwriting guidelines. Rates are accurate as of
March 15, 2016 and are subject to change without notice. Some restrictions may apply. Property insurance is required.
03/17
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Outdoor Entertaining
Made Easy

Taking the party outdoors is an easy way to expand a
guest list and create space for guests. Outdoor events
also may be less taxing on home decor, and hosts may
find there’s less cleanup after outdoor parties than indoor affairs. The following are a handful of ways to
make outdoor entertaining even easier.
Z Create a space that can handle the elements.
Keep in mind that Mother Nature can be fickle, and
you will have to prepare for different scenarios if
you will be hosting outdoors. Much of the stress involving outdoor events revolves around the weather
ruining the festivities. This stress can be removed
by having a contingency plan. Give guests a spot
where they can escape the elements. Renting a tent
or a canopy is an easy solution. A tent or canopy will
offer shade in bright sunlight and keep guests dry if
clouds roll in. When the weather is cold, a tent with
side flaps can serve as a buffer against the chill.
Z Ensure there’s enough seating. Keep guests comfortable with adequate seating. This may involve a
little creativity. Take seats from inside the house out
to the patio, or use stools or benches. You can even
lay blankets picnic-style for added seating.
Z Do not leave food sitting out. Inform guests when
the food and other refreshments will be served so
they can plan accordingly. This maximizes efficiency and prevents food from spoiling. Have nonperishable snacks available for late arrivals.
Z Make foods and beverages self-service. Running
in and out of the house to cater to each individual
guest can be tiring. Set up a drink and food station
outdoors so guests can help themselves to whatever
they like. If you’d like to offer some more specialized attention, use a rolling cart to push around a
signature drink service and let guests grab a spritzer
or another cocktail.
Z Bring the music outdoors. Wireless Bluetooth
speakers have made it easier to listen to music outdoors. Simply create a playlist and relax.
Z Keep guests comfortable. Make bug spray, light
blankets, wraps, sunglasses, and other courtesy
items easily accessible to guests. DE16B596

Factory Outlet Store

One Weekend Only
April 21st - 22nd
Store Hours:
Friday 12 Noon – 6:00 P.M.
Saturday 9:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

Casual &
Patio Furniture
• Factory Over-Runs
• Discontinued Items
• One-of-a-Kinds
Ridgecrest

Delphi

ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATING

Specializing in: Replacement Drain Fields
• Dozing
FREE
Estimates

B&C

38 Years
Experience

Jeff Bartz and Company
Owner & Operator

Residential • Insured
517-625-5554 or 989-429-2243
Visit us at www.jeffbartzexcavating.com
The Independent Newsgroup 989-723-1118

Landings

Sheridan

Woodard • 210 South Delaney Road • Owosso, Michigan 48867
Directions: M-52 to M-21 West, South a Quarter Mile on Delaney Road
Cash, Check and Visa/MasterCard – All Sales are Final.

Independent Classifieds Work! 989-723-1118

Serengeti

