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Miracle-Ear Owosso
211 N. Ball Street
(2 blocks north of Main St., by Laura’s Dog Groomer)

11/30/16.

11/30/16. 11/30/16.

Exp. 11/30/16.

11/30/16.

One Day 
Only!

Nov. 30

Snow Thrower
2X 524WE

Portable Generator
GP 5500

$699

$699
Contractors Repair
13612 Woodbury Rd., Haslett, MI 48840

517-339-5709 • 517-339-5710 Fax

We Sell & Repair Lawn Mowers, 
Garden Tractors, Rototillers, Snowblowers, 

Generators, Leaf Blowers & Chainsaws

Peanut Butter 
Sheet Cake
Ingredients: 
2 cups sugar
2 cups flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt
2 sticks of oleo
1 cup peanut butter
1 cup water
1/2 cup buttermilk or sour milk
2 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla

Melt butter, add peanut butter and wa-
ter, bring to boil. 
Pour over dry ingredients. Add milk, 
eggs and vanilla.
Mix well and pour in greased 12”x17” 
cookie sheet. Bake at 350º for 20 min.

Frosting: 
1 stick of oleo
1/2 cup peanut butter
6 tbsp. milk
1 lb. powder sugar
1 tsp. vanilla

Submitted by Sandy Maynard, 
Owosso

   THE 2ND ANNUAL GLOW OWOSSO ICE QUEEN KICK-OFF was 
held Saturday, Oct. 1 at Niche in Owosso. Three candidates have been 
campaigning for the title this year. Representing Respite Volunteers 
of Shiawassee is Laura Burroughs (from left to right), the 2015 Glow 
Owosso Ice Queen Athena Kurtz, Downtown Owosso Farmers Market 
is Susan Osika, and for Arc Shiawassee is Jan Beutel. 
      Ten percent of the money raised from each of the candidates will go 
to Glow Owosso, the rest of the money will go to each individual char-
ity. Glow Owosso is an event put on by Owosso Main Street each year 
at Christmas.  The Glow Owosso Ice Queen will be crowned Saturday, 
Nov. 19 at Curwood Castle and will ride in Owosso’s annual Glow Pa-
rade with Santa.
   More information on Owosso events are on Page 26.
   (Independent Photo/Melissa Shepard)

Did You Know? 
   Designed to serve as the unofficial kickoff to the holiday charitable giving sea-
son, Giving Tuesday is celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving in the 
United States. Giving Tuesday aims to capitalize on the holiday spirit of giving by 
celebrating philanthropy and promoting charitable giving. Giving Tuesday began 
in 2012 and was the brainchild of the team at the Belfer Center for Innovation & 
Social Impact at New York City’s 92nd Street Y, which has brought people together 
around the values of service and giving since 1874. In 2015, with the cooperation of 
donors, volunteers and organizations in 71 countries, the Giving Tuesday movement 
raised nearly $117 million. More information about Giving Tuesday is available at 
www.GivingTuesday.org. TF16B587

“There’s nothing sadder in this world than to awake 
Christmas morning and not be a child.”

- Erma Bombeck
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Industries of Mid-Michigan, Inc.

LLOYD MILLER & SONS, INC.
Tractor & Equipment Company
3695 E. M-21, Corunna 989-743-4049  

www.lloydmillerandsons.com

Toys for 
BIG BOYS

  

    
 

Rates are adjusted for risk and subject to credit 
restrictions. Offer available for a limited time on 

new signature loans only; no refinance. 
Coupon required to receive discounted rate. 

See Credit Union for complete details.
 

OVID BRANCH - 1090 Baese Court 
ST. JOHNS (Main Office) - 1200 Zeeb Drive 

FOWLER BRANCH - 10667 E. Second St. 

www.JourneyFCU.org 
989.224.9511

    Serving Shiawassee, Clinton & Gratiot Counties! 
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Northforkoutback.com

989.720.6000
Visit DayStarrFiber.net today for details and 
to �nd out if your addressis in our service area.

100M Fiber Internet
starting at $50month

Ask about bundling with our TV Packages

Get your home connected with fiber INTERNET 
for the fastest gaming, streaming and

online experience in the county!

Lennon Lions Bringing 
Joy to the Holidays

by Graham Sturgeon, co-editor

   Every community has families in need of a little help, especially when it comes 
to the holiday season, and the village of Lennon is no exception. The Lennon 
Lions have made a tradition of filling that need in their community, and this 
year the group is again working to bring holiday cheer to local residents in a 
number of different ways. The group’s 42 members – approximately 30 of which 
are physically able to be considered “active” members – are teaming with many 
Shiawassee County businesses and charitable organizations to help as many local 
families as possible.
   This year the Lions are sponsoring five local veterans and their families 

Continued on Page 28

      LENNON LIONS members and local 
volunteers spent many hours preparing 
nearly 100 Christmas gift baskets last 
December. The group’s annual Christ-
mas basket giveaway is held at the Ven-
ice Township Hall, and residents were 
able to pick their baskets up the Satur-
day before Christmas.
   After collecting items for the Christmas 
baskets, club members like Don Austin 
– shown at end of trailer – create the holi-
day care packages at a separate location 
before transporting the completed bas-
kets to the township hall for pick-up.
 (Courtesy Photos)
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 Baker Insurance 
Agency

Call Bill, Jed, Bob, Pat or Tom
11927 Main St., Lennon  

810-621-3400
We are independent agents 

proudly representing

Byron 
Plumbing

Licensed & Insured

810-266-4255 (O)  810-343-3591 (C)

• Water Softeners
• New Construction
• Radiant In-fl oor Heating

• Bladder Tanks

• Tankless Water Heater

• Drain Cleaning
• Repair
• Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates

The Porch Light  
Continued from Page 17

of cat, keeping us connected to the here and now. 
Keeping us connected to the modern world, just as 
it is, good and bad.” Edna’s husband had often said 
those words. She prided herself on the number of 
their conversations she remembered verbatim, often 
drawing on those warn out words when the house be-
came too still, when even QVC’s host David Venable 
was not enough company.
   The cat slyly pushed away from her and perched 
on the formica table. Edna was tempted to brush the 
pesky, questionable animal off the place where she 
often chose to take her meals. Surprising herself once 
again, she simply continued scratching a pointy ear.
   “You’re spoiling that one rotten, ya know?” the ghost 
voice of her husband finally brought on her smile. She 
had occasionally allowed Lincoln on the table when he 
had proven too stubborn to stay off. “You’re nicer to 
our cat than you are to most of the neighbors.”
   “Say Mrs. Edna, I saw your porch light on and 
thought I should stop in, make sure everything’s 
okay,” Anderson was standing in her open door.
   Edna turned to him and the open door where a 
drift of snow had blown into her pristine kitchen. She 
thought she must have momentarily lost her mind by 
leaving the door open, and exposing her home to the 
cold, and also to her neighbor.
  “I’m sorry to bother you, but I was outside when I 
saw you were up. I was trying to straighten my lights, 
tidy them up for the morning. Lucy always likes to 
see the Christmas lights in the morning,” Glen ex-
plained. “Since she got home from the hospital a 
couple weeks ago, I wanted to be sure they weren’t 
blowing off the house for Christmas morning.”
   “Lucy was in the hospital?” Edna questioned. Lucy 
was his wife.
   “Yes. She’s home now,” he paused. “Are you okay? 
Did you get a cat?”
   “No. I did not get a cat!” Edna answered bluntly. 
“I have no idea where this critter came from. Do you 
recognize it?”
   “I’ve seen him around for a bit, but he seemed 
wild. My kids tried to catch him, but this one would 
have nothing to do with them, so I figured he’d been 
dumped off,” Glen stated. “Seeing him here, he 
doesn’t act like the same cat. Seems calm. Thought 
maybe he was yours. My kids were calling him 
Gabriel, you know, after the angel in the Bible. Sort 
of lofty for an old stray cat, but they’re kids.”
   “‘And the angel said unto him, I am Gabriel, that 
stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak 
unto thee, and to show thee these glad tidings.’” Edna 
laughed, a rare feat for her. “Gabriel is a lofty name!”
   “Well, we have no room for a cat at our house with 
Lucy getting over pneumonia again even if the kids 
wanted one,” said Glen. “Lucy would love to have a 
pet for the kids, but she’s in the hospital so much.”
   “Lord knows I don’t need a cat, either!”

   “You sure the Lord knows that?” he asked.
   He caught her off guard. She stared harshly at her 
neighbor. He stood in her doorway wearing an oil-
stained jacket, dollar store gloves, with his bent wire-
framed glasses steaming over from the heat, suggest-
ing she needed a cat. Her husband’s words abruptly 
flooded her mind once more, “You’re nicer to our cat 
than you are to most of the neighbors.” This was an 
undeniable fact in her life. The truth was that most 
of her neighbors generally annoyed her so she made 
a habit of ignoring them, other than a polite nod or 
word in public.
   Anderson let out a long sigh, “I saw your porch 
light, came to check on you, but I also wanted to 
know if you’d like to stop in for Christmas dinner? 
Lucy isn’t up to making a turkey, so I bought a couple 
rotisserie chickens from the deli, and I’m making up 
some mashed potatoes later. The kids frosted some 
cookies. There is plenty of food for everyone. Would 
you like to come?”
   “You really want me to come to Christmas dinner?” 
she found herself asking.
   He nodded, “We would like you to come to Christmas 
dinner. You can bring your new friend, if you want. As 
long as you take him home after.” Glen chuckled.
   Edna was overwhelmed. She glanced at the clock 
which now reflected the time as 4 a.m. There was no 
point in going back to bed. Christmas Day had arrived 
and with it had come some nasty weather, an orphaned 
cat, and a persistent neighbor: strange gifts to say the 
least. Thinking as she stroked the cat’s head, she found 
herself mumbling a bemused curse word or two.
   “I will come if I can bring the mac and cheese. I 
also make a heck of an apple cake my husband al-
ways swore by in his day. It’s an old family recipe.” 
Edna finally agreed.
   Anderson looked distinctly relieved when she 
agreed to his invitation, “I remember your husband 
telling me about that apple cake years ago. He said 
that’s why you still kept those old trees out back.”
   Edna smiled, and was pleased it was a genuine 
expression.
   “Dinner will be around two-ish, if that works for 
you?”
   “That works fine,” Edna stated. “Gabe and I will be 
at your home for Christmas Dinner.”
   She rose as Glen exited and she flipped off the 
porch light after a few seconds. The sky was barely 
turning gray as morning was moving in to claim the 
day, and the snow was falling against the back-drop 
of the Anderson home with it’s disorderly Christmas 
lights, but she thought the scene was oddly peace-
ful; even hopeful. She reached down to pat the cat 
that had followed and was once more wrapping itself 
around her ankle. “He’s a special breed of cat, keep-
ing us connected to the here and now. Keeping us 
connected to the modern world, just as it is, good and 
bad.” The words her husband had said so often were 
freshly imprinted on her heart.
   Note: Edna’s Apple Dessert Cake recipe is pro-
vided on Page 24. 

   Karen Mead-Elford has worked at the Independent 
as a graphic artist, photographer, and writer since 
1997. She has published a few poems and short sto-
ries throughout the years, but her primary creative 
focus remains her art.

710 S. CHIPMAN ST., OWOSSO
PH 989-725-9977

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8-5, Sat. By Appointment

       Draw-Tite Hitches, Meyer Plows, 
Wiring, Repair, Truck & Car Accessories

YOUR HOMETOWN
PLOW EXPERTS!

Financing Available Now Thru
December 31, 2016

After Thanksgiving Salad
Ingredients: 
3 1/2 cups diced cooked turkey
4 celery stalks, sliced
4 green onions, sliced
1/2 cup chopped pecans, toasted
1/2 cup chopped red pepper
1/2 cup mayonnaise
1 tbsp. lemon juice
1/4 tsp. dill weed
1/4 tsp. salt
1/8 tsp. pepper
lettuce leaves, optional

Directions:
In large bowl, combine first five ingredients. Combine 
mayo, lemon juice, dill, salt and pepper. Stir into tur-
key mixture. Refrigerate until serving. 
Serve on lettuce or put in pita bread or croissant.

Submitted by Cathy Baumgardner, Owosso

BOWDEN 
   BODY SHOP, INC.
Did you hit a DEER?

$ $ $ $ $
Call for 

money saving 
details on 

collision repair.

Downtown Lennon
810-621-3332

Did You Know? 
   Many families have their own unique holiday tradi-
tions, but one tradition that unites millions of Christians 
all over the world is the celebration of Midnight Mass. 
In many parishes, Midnight Mass is the first celebration 
of Christmas Mass. The origins of Midnight Mass are 
not exactly known. However, certain monks and nuns 
attended liturgical services at midnight every day in an-
cient times, and the Christmas Midnight Mass very well 
may have been adopted from these practices. HL16A482
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For more details visit
www.vanattas.com
or call 517.339.1142

Van Atta’s
   Greenhouse & 
   Flower Shop

• Handmade Wreaths
  • Fresh Greens
    • Unique Gifts
      • Holiday Decor
        • Beautiful Poinsettias
          • Christmas Arrangements

9008 Old M-78, Haslett
Store Hours: Mon-Sat 9am-7pm
Sun 10am-6pm

OPEN 
YEAR ROUND

Toys For Tots Toy Shop 
Sign Up Information 

    Those individuals seeking assistance with Christmas this year are encour-
aged to contact the Marine Corps Reserve Toys For Tots program located at the 
Salvation Army at 302 E. Exchange St., Owosso. Requirements for this program 
are ID, proof of children (social security or  medical card) and proof of income 
(from over a 30 day period). Legal guardianship of the children is required in 
order to sign-up.
   Any further questions regarding the Toys For Tots program can be forwarded 
to this email: info@t4ts.org.
   Continue to watch upcoming issues of the Independent for drop-off locations for 
those individuals wishing to contribute.

   During the holiday season, many people do not want their thoughts to stray to 
anything unpleasant. Although celebrating may be the primary goal come the 
holiday season, individuals and families also should devote some attention to 
keeping the holidays safe.
   Just because it’s Chanukah, Christmas or New Year’s doesn’t mean safety and 
security should not remain a top priority. The following guidelines can help fami-
lies enjoy a holiday season that is healthy, safe and secure.
H Exercise caution when decorating. Decorations can be beautiful, but they 
also can be hazardous if not used properly. Overloading outlets is commonplace 
during the holiday season, but that can lead to home fires. Exercise caution around 
candles and other open flames. Pets may become tangled in wires or knock over 
glass ornaments. Keep delicate decorations away from harm.
H Wash hands to prevent germs. As the cold weather arrives, people may spend 
greater periods of time indoors or in close proximity to other people. The holi-
days also are about greeting friends and relatives, and embracing or kissing. Do 
not ruin the festivities by spreading germs. The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says the holiday season is also flu season. The CDC recommends cel-
ebrants wash their hands with soap and clean running water for at least 20 sec-
onds to remove germs.
H Keep track of curious children. Children are enamored with the sights and 
sounds of the holidays and may be more curious than ever during this time of 
year. Things adults take for granted can be hazards to youngsters. The needles 
of holiday trees can cause painful cuts in the mouth and throat of a child who 
swallows them. Snow sprays may be harmful if the aerosol propellants are used 
improperly. Peanuts and popcorn used for decorating can pose potential choking 
hazards to young children.
H Be a smart host or hostess. Alcoholic beverages and holiday revelry sometimes 
go hand in hand. Responsible party hosts know when a guest has had too much 
and will arrange safe transportation home. Because kids imitate adults, many may 
drink the beverages they see adults drinking. Alcohol poisoning is a real risk for 
children, so pay attention to youngsters no matter how young they may be.
H Protect the home. Deter home burglars when traveling for the holidays by 
having neighbors keep a watchful eye on your house. Use motion-sensor lights, 
keep up the appearance that someone is home by having mail collected, and do 
not advertise any travel plans on social media. Investment in a home security 
system if need be.
   Ensure a happier holiday season by making safety and health a priority. GG169403

KeeP the holiDay season 
healthy, safe anD seCure

Did You Know? 
   Because they are a tropical plant, poinsettias can be damaged by exposure to low 
temperatures, even if they are only exposed for short periods of time. They should 
be wrapped and protected against the elements when brought home. For maximum 
plant life, poinsettias need to be placed near a warm, sunny window, or another area 
that has ample amounts of light. They thrive in temperatures between 60 and 75º F 
and should be kept away from warm or cold drafts.
   Water the plant whenever the surface feels dry to the touch. Water until it drains 
out the bottom, but don’t let the plant sit in water. Contrary to popular belief, poin-
settias are not poisonous to humans or animals, but they should not be ingested 
due to the potential for allergic reactions. HL15A560

Edna’s Apple 
Dessert Cake
(See the related short story starting 
on Page 17. Note: Edna is a fictitious 
character. The person actually respon-
sible for this recipe is Sue Mead.)

Ingredients: 
3 apples, diced
1 1/2 cups sugar
2 eggs
1 1/2 cups flour 
2 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt (optional)
2 tsp. cinnamon

Caramel Topping:
1/2 cup white sugar

1/2 cup brown sugar
2 tbsp. flour
1 1/2 cup nutmeats
1/3 cup margarine
1 cup water
1 tsp. vanilla

Directions:
Mix apples and sugar; let stand until dis-
solved. Add the rest of the ingredients. 
Mix well and pour into 9”x13” greased 
pan. Bake at 375º for 40 minutes.

Caramel: Bring sugar, flour, margarine, 
water and vanilla to boil and cook over 
med. heat until thickened slightly. Add 
nutmeats and pour over warm cake.

Submitted by Sue Mead, Owosso

Our Advertisers Bring This Issue of 
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Under New 
Ownership

Come in 
to the 

store on 
BLACK 
FRIDAY 

for a 
One Time 

10%
Above 

Wholesale!

www.twoguysgrowshop.com

ONLY 38 Days Left 

    To Use Health FSA $

PERRY 
DENTAL

114 N. Main St., Perry
517-625-4163 • 517-625-5049

   The Laingsburg Community Singers (LCS) will 
perform its 40th Anniversary Christmas Concerts on 
Saturday, Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 11 at 
4 p.m. under the direction of Steven J. Easterling. 
Both concerts will be held at St. Isidore Catholic 
Church, 310 Crum St., in Laingsburg. LCS is not a 
church choir and sings all genres of  music. 
   LCS currently has 35 members who come from 
many different communities from within the Tri-
county area and even from places as far away as 
Argentine and Howell.
   LCS began in September 1976 as an LCC class 
project in connection with the bicentennial, under 
the direction of Kevin Cushman. The group enjoyed 

it so much they decided to continue in subsequent 
years. Steven J. Easterling, director, joined the group 
in 2000; and Jeff Richards, accompanist, joined the 
group in 2014.
   The group enjoys performing a wide variety of mu-
sic and has greatly expanded its musical capabilities 
under the guidance of its director. It is also the fun 
and feeling of family that keeps members coming 
back each year.
   Admission is free (good will offering) and there 
will be refreshments following the concerts. They 
hope you will join them in celebrating their 40th year 
of singing!

• The two most com-
mon types of cakes are 
butter and foam cakes. 
Butter cakes are made 
from solid shortenings 
and foam cakes are 
made with eggs or egg 
whites.

• Butter type cakes are 
finished baking when a 
toothpick is inserted in 
the center and it comes 
out clean. Foam type 
cakes are done when 
the top springs back 
when touched.

Baking Tips and Facts

“Christmas is a season for kindling the fire 
for hospitality in the hall, the genial 

flame of charity in the heart.”
- Washington Irving

laingsBurg Community singers
40th anniversary Christmas ConCerts

• An early recipe for fruit cake from ancient Rome in-
cluded pomegranate seeds, pine nuts, and raisins that 

were mixed into a barley mash. Recipes have varied 
greatly in different countries over the years.

Baking Tips and Facts

(Courtesy Photo)
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Looks Unlimited
SPECIAL SAVINGS
Purses, Woodwick 

Candles, Tanning Lotions 
PLUS Tanning Specials

Christmas Open House Thurs., Dec. 1, 10am-7pm

Appetizers - Drawings
Free Gift with Purchase

404 N. Washington St.
Owosso

989-723-8188

Scarves • Ponchos • Jewelry • Fur Boot Toppers

Owosso
Guitar

Guitar Lessons
Sales - Service
Custom made guitars
Mon.-Sat. 2p-8p or by Appointment

109 N. Ball, Owosso   989-627-9767

Gift
Certificates!

Downtown Owosso Glow Events & Happenings

   Downtown Owosso Glow Events and holiday happenings begin each year the day after Thanksgiving. 
Everyone is welcome to enjoy in the 8th Annual Downtown Glow Owosso festivities which will include 
the Glow Parade featuring the 2nd Annual Ice Queen, the 4th Annual 5K Glow Run/Walk, visiting with 
Santa, Small Business Saturday (Nov. 26), Ugly Sweater Saturday (Dec. 10), and much more. Be sure to 
bring family and friends to enjoy Owosso during the upcoming holiday season!
   Glow Owosso is organized every year by Owosso Main Street.

The Annual Glow 
Owosso Parade

Friday, Nov. 25 • 6:45 p.m.
••• Downtown Owosso •••

Over 100,000 twinkle lights will brighten Owosso.
Don’t miss seeing Santa Claus or the 

Ice Queen in the parade!

5K Glow Run/Walk
Friday, Nov. 25 • 5:30 p.m.

Shop N Glow Event
Friday, Nov. 25 • Noon-8 p.m.

Annual Tree Lighting
Friday, Nov. 25 • 7:30 p.m. 

(After the Parade)
Visit with Santa

Following the Glow Owosso Parade on
Friday, Nov. 25, Santa will be available to
visit with children in front of Stretch on

N. Washington St., Owosso.

Free Horse & Carriage Rides
After the Glow Parade starting on Exchange St.
Also during Small Business Saturday on Nov. 26

d d d d
d

d

d

(Independent Photo/
Karen Mead-Elford)
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25%

Springrove Variety

200 N. Washington St., Owosso • 989-725-8355
Mon.-Sat. 9-8 • Sun. 11-5

DISCOUNT on All 
Items in the Store!*

*Excluding “Count on Us” Merchandise and Weekly Special. Must present 
coupon. Rewards Card may be redeemed - but no punches given for the day.

Customer Appreciation
FRIDAY, NOV. 25th

Come in Between 
7am to 9am 

and Receive an 

Extra 5% Off

Downtown Owosso Glow Events & Happenings

  THE 2015 GLOW Owosso Parade was the de-
but for the first Glow Owosso Ice Queen, Athena 
Kurtz. Kurtz participated in the contest along with 
three other area women to raise funds for area 
nonprofit organizations. The contest is fashioned 
after the Curwood Festival Mr. Owosso contest. 
Kurtz raised over $10,000 for Memorial FIT Kids, 
a program funded by Memorial Healthcare. The 

Ice Queen contestants together raised $19,000 
for area nonprofits which included almost $2,000 
to Glow Owosso. Kurtz was accompanied by her 
friend, Vivia Fear. 
   The contestants for the 2nd Annual Owosso Ice 
Queen are featured on Page 21.

(Independent File Photos/Janae Fear)

Winkler’s Kolache Kitchen
Czech Pastry AND More

 107 W. Mason St., Owosso • 989-729-2700

Call for your variety 
pastry trays! 

Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat, 8am-4pm

Creme Horns, Cabbage Rolls, Special Orders 

   WINNERS OF  THE 
2016 5K Glow Run/
Walk were Jacob Trow-
bridge of Corunna and 
Julia Khouri of Flint. 
Parade winners were 
Reeves Wheel Alignment 
for Best Commerical, 
Jumbo’s Burger Bar for 
Best Use of Lights and 
Abiding in the Vine for 
Judge’s Choice.
   This year’s Glow Owos-
so Parade will be Friday, 
Nov. 25 at 6:45 p.m. 
and will include Santa 
Claus and the 2nd An-
nual Ice Queen.

(Independent File Photo/
Melissa Shepard)

   DOWNTOWN MERCHANTS such as Rachel 
Winch of Owosso Guitar on Ball St. have already 
been decorating for Christmas.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford

Ugly Sweater 
Saturday

Saturday, Dec. 10 
10 a.m.-4 p.m.

••• Downtown Owosso •••
Downtown businesses will be offering great 

deals for the season. Join area merchants 
by wearing your festive ugly sweater.

Free horse carriage rides will be available
 from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m.

Small Business 
Saturday

Saturday, Nov. 26 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.

••• Downtown Owosso •••
Celebrating small businesses! 

This is a special day created so communities 
can show support for small businesses. 

The Downtown Owosso Farmers Market will be  
hosting a holiday marketplace extravaganza in 
the Wesener Building, 104 N. Washington St., 

in Owosso from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

rgggz113 N. Washington
Owosso   725-9994Hobbies & Comics

MODEL
ROCKETS

VINYL 
RECORDS
ALBUMS

begins at 6:45pm from 

Fayette Square down 

Washington St. Lighting 

of the Downtown 

Christmas Tree and 

the Dancing Light 

Display Immediately 

following the parade

5:30pm, registration 

available at 

Hankerd Sportswear d
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989-541-1251
View Online Portfolio at

www.i60media.com
First impressions count in website design.
Let us help you make the best impression.

Website Design
Starting at $500

d Transforming Durand Into 
a Winter Wonderland d 

by Graham Sturgeon, co-editor

   Many agree that when it comes to Christmas decorations, the city of Durand is 
one of the most beautifully-decorated cities in Shiawassee County. For that, resi-
dents have Durand City Councilman Jeff Brands to thank. Back in 2008, the year 
before he was initially elected to the council, Brands began the daunting task of 
decorating the entire downtown area for the Christmas season. Shortly thereafter, 
he was joined by another longtime Durand resident, current councilman John 
Matejewski, so the two now work together to bring Christmas joy to the city of 
roughly 3,000 residents.
   From early to mid-October through the day after Thanksgiving when Santa 
arrives in Durand for the light parade, the duo spends between 10 to 12 hours 
apiece each week stringing 60,000 lights along N. Saginaw and Main streets, and 
hanging other decorations throughout town. They hang garland on fences, they 
decorate the gazebo at Trumble Park, and they decorate each of the young trees 
along Saginaw and Main streets with lights, things that “wouldn’t get done if it 
wasn’t for Jeff,” says Matejewski.
   Brands and Matejewski do not restrict their efforts to just the holiday season, 
however, as the two can be seen throughout the warm weather months landscap-
ing and weeding around town quite regularly. They each spend an hour or two 
each week maintaining planters and flower beds, and they also did much of the 
landscaping in Durand’s new Veterans Memorial Park.
   The two men spend their spare time working for the city and its residents, not 
because they have to, and not because they are trying to make a name for them-
selves. Instead, Brands says he wants to “change the perception of Durand.” In ad-
dition to loving his community, Brands knows that having a beautiful downtown 
is one of the keys to attracting potential residents and businesses. Their efforts 
have caught the eye of other Durand residents, such as Shelly Tomlinson, who has 
helped the last couple years, as well as Tim and Kathy Shaw, who have helped 
out this year while Matejewski has dealt with health issue. Brands is hoping more 
people join in the fun, so that he will eventually be able to pass the tradition down 
to the next generation.
   In the meantime, Brands and Matejewski will do what they can, unimpeded by 
snow, cold temperatures, health issues, or a lack of help. Even if it takes them un-
til the evening of Thanksgiving –which has been the case in past years– Durand 
residents can count on a beautifully-decorated downtown for the holiday season.
   See related photos on Pages 12 and 13.

Lennon Lions Bringing Joy
Continued from Page 22

for Thanksgiving. The club works with the Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs 
& Services to identify families in need every year, and club members then deliver 
turkeys, potatoes, canned goods, and fruits to the selected families that are spread 
across Shiawassee County.
   The club’s next holiday event will also take place during the Thanksgiving 
weekend, as the Lions’ annual Christmas tree sale will commence Friday, 
Nov. 25 at Hodges Lawnmower Repair, 1236 S. M-13. The group will sell Scots 
pines for $25 apiece, Balsam firs and Douglas firs for $30, and Frasier firs for 
$35. The club regularly sells 125 to 130 trees during the sale, with the proceeds to 
benefit the local community. And as usual, the local Boy Scouts will help unload 
the trees upon delivery in Lennon.
   The Lions, in conjunction with the Village of Lennon Volunteers and the Lennon 
Volunteer Firemen, will be sponsoring a Santa in the village event from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 8 at the Lennon Café, which is located at the corner 
of Lennon Rd. and M-13. In addition to giving children a chance to meet and chat 
with Santa, the free event will include candy and refreshments. People will also 
have the opportunity to vote on the best-decorated business in the village, with 
the chosen business winning the right to hang the decorating plaque in their busi-
ness until the next year’s contest.
   In what has become an annual tradition in Lennon, the Lions will again be 
providing Christmas baskets to 75 to 100 area families. Many local businesses 
donate to the cause regularly, including Waste Management, the Lennon United 
Methodist Church, Riverside of Durand, the Lennon Café, Van Eerdan Foods, 
Sara Lee Bakery, Swartz Creek Community Schools students, and Koan’s 
Orchard, among others. After establishing the necessary program sponsors, club 
members and volunteers will collect, sort, and pack the goods for dispersal, with 
this year’s pick-up date scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 17 at the Venice Township 
Hall, 960 S. New Lothrop Road.
   While the club’s many holiday season commitments keep its members busy 
during the winter, the Lions also have an eye towards the future. The club is in 
the process of forming a Leo’s group for youngsters, the clubhouse is currently in 
need of a new furnace and A/C unit, and plans are underway for a walking path 
for the hearing and visually impaired that would encircle the expansive Lions 
Park in Lennon.
   Lennon Lions President Doug Palmer says the club is always looking for ad-
ditional members, because, as Doug puts it, “The more people we have working, 
the more we can do for our community.” For additional information on upcoming 
Lennon Lions activities, persons may call Doug at (989) 634-8263. 
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Morrice

RIDENOURS
AUTO REPAIR, INC.

- All General Repair -
Celebrating 28 Years of Business in Perry!

Auto Repair Since 1988

421 S. MAIN ST.,  PERRY
(517) 625-4210

Master
Technician
MON.-FRI.

7:30AM-5PM

Family Owned For

    More Than 

         65 Years
Sloan SepticTank Service

6453 Williamston Rd., Perry
517-655-1632

Morrice
Barbershop

Jessica Rogers
morricebarbershop.com

Walk-Ins Welcome
Hours: Tue., Wed., Fri. 8am-5pm

Thurs.10am-7pm, Sat. 8am-12pm

306 Main St. • Downtown Morrice
517-625-5629

Perry
Plumbing, Inc.

Licensed Master Plumbers

• New Construction
• Remodels
• Service

517-625-6133

Elsesser’s
Auto Repair & Fabricating Inc.

Complete Auto Repair
& Maintenance

Tire Sales & Service
Adam Elsesser - Master ASE Technician
2890 W. Lansing Rd., Perry

517-625-4278
www.elsesserauto.com

Drive Through Our 
Community & Enjoy Our 

Holiday Displays 
This Season

335 E. Third St., Morrice

Corner of M-52 & Lansing Rd.

517-625-1289
psfoodmart.com

&

from

Welcome to 
Morrice! 

Enjoy 
holiday 

shopping 
in our 

friendly 
village!

We hope 
to see you 
during the 
Christmas 

season!
Thanks 
for your 

patronage!

200 E. Comstock St., Owosso
989-725-5767

www.romasbackdoor.com

• Delivery 
Available!
• Private 

Banquet Room
• Off-site 
Catering 
Available

Book Your 

Holiday Party 

NOW!

7 DAYS A WEEK

Catering Party Packs

$2395
(Choice of pasta, bread & salad. Call for details.)

Starting 
at Off-Site

The Perfect Gifts 

Are Sometimes The 

Easiest Gifts!

Gift Card

Christmas at the Farm 
     It’s beginning to look a lot like the most wonderful time of the year. 
Between picking out the perfect present and endless holiday baking, 
Northfork Farms and Outback will be celebrating the holidays by having 
“Christmas at the Farm.”
     During the first two weekends of December, the farm will be decorated 
with an award winning light show and filled with holiday cheer. The farm 
will be open to the public Fridays, Dec. 2 and Dec. 9 from 4 to 7 p.m. and 
Saturdays, Dec. 3 and Dec. 10 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
     This event starts off in a completely heated facility and includes horse and 
pony rides, an adventure with exotic animals in our petting zoo, an elf train 
station, crafts and homemade snacks will be available. There will also be a 
horse drawn carriage to take families to Santa’s house. Santa and Mrs. Claus 
will be eager to greet all the young ones who will be visiting the farm and the 
elves will be eager to help.
     When the horse drawn carriage pulls up to the village, there will be a 
souvenir shop to help with your Christmas shopping, as well as adult and 
kid activities. Northfork Farms & Outback is located at 3637 Morrice Rd., in 
Webberville.

Santa Claus is 
Coming To Morrice

     Santa Claus will be making a stop at the Morrice Community Park on 
Saturday, Dec. 3 from 11 a.m. to noon. Bring the youngsters to sit on Santa’s 
lap and enjoy a gift, candy cane, and hot chocolate (while supplies last).  
     Parents are reminded to bring their cameras to preserve the memory of 
their children visiting Santa. The Morrice Park will glisten with Christmas 
lights the month of December for all to enjoy thanks to the Morrice DDA.

Tips to Prolong the Life of 
Your Christmas Tree

   Christmas trees are symbols of the holiday season and the spirit of giving that 
the season champions. Choosing and decorating a Christmas tree is a tradition for 
many families, and depending on the trees they choose, families may have some 
work to do to keep their trees glowing all season long.
   Artificial Christmas trees require little, if any, maintenance. But live Christmas 
trees, which some people feel are more authentic and welcoming than their arti-
ficial counterparts, require daily maintenance. In addition to supplying the tree 
with water at least once per day, live Christmas tree owners can take these steps 
to prolong the life of their trees.
• Protect the tree on the way home. Your tree might be vulnerable to damage as 
you transport it from the farm to your living room. Unwrapped trees placed atop 
vehicles can be dried out by the wind. Prevent wind damage by wrapping the tree 
if you plan to place it atop your vehicle. If possible, lay the tree in the bed of a 
pickup truck and close the cover over the bed. If you don’t have access to a pickup 
truck but can use a minivan or SUV to transport your tree, see if the tree fits in-
side your vehicle. If it doesn’t, wrap it tightly in a blanket or another form of cover, 
making sure the cover won’t blow off in the wind when you hit the open road.
• Have the tree cut before you take it off the lot. If you typically purchase your 
tree from a florist or tree lot instead of a tree farm, then remember to ask the seller 
to recut the stem of the tree before you take it home. Tree farm trees are freshly 
cut, but trees sold away from the farm might have been chopped down weeks 
before they are ultimately sold. During the interval between being cut down and 
sold, trees’ vascular systems can clog and prevent the tree from getting the water 
it needs to survive the season. A fresh cut of the stem unclogs the system and 
ensures the tree will be able to consume water.
• Avoid placing the tree near heaters or drafty windows. Many people know 
that placing a live tree near a potentially hot heating vent poses a fire hazard. 

Continued on Page 30
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Tips to Prolong the Life 
of Your Christmas Tree
Continued from Page 29

But doing so also can dry out the tree, decreasing the 
chances it will make it through the season. Placing 
the tree near drafty windows also can dry out the tree, 
so try to find a spot in your home with a consistent 
temperature.
• Water the tree often. Christmas trees need lots of 
water to make it through the season. You may notice 
the water in the tree stand disappears quickly when 
you first bring the tree home. That’s because freshly 
cut trees will consume more water than trees that were 
cut several weeks ago. As the season goes on and the 
tree’s vascular system begins to clog, you might not 
need to water the tree as much as you did when you 
first brought it home. But check the tree’s water stand 
twice per day when you first bring it home, refilling 
the stand with water whenever necessary.
   A few tricks of the trade can help holiday cele-
brants maintain lush, awe-inspiring Christmas trees 
throughout the holiday season. HL16A460

           POINSETTIAS which highlight the choicest 
of flowers during the holiday season are shown 
here growing and on display for customers at the 
VanAtta’s Greenhouse and Flower Shop in Has-
lett. The store’s greenhouse is overflowing with 
red, white, pink, and even variegated colored 
potted flowers for your Christmas displays and 
decor. If nothing else, just stop by the store and 
see the amazing view of thousands of the special 
Christmas flower.  
     Christmas trees loaded with decorating 
ideas and bulbs are also displayed throughout 
the store.  

 (Independent Photos/Elizabeth Wehman)

     The Memorial Healthcare Auxiliary will be 
starting out the holiday season with an Official 
Tree Lighting in the hospital lobby on Wednesday, 
Nov. 30 at 6 p.m. Following the tree lighting enter-
tainment by the Owosso Catholic Youth Choir will 
be presenting in the hospital auditorium. Afterwards, 
children will have the ability to get their picture tak-
en with Santa at a low cost of a $3 donation.
    Additional visits for children to get their picture 
taken with Santa will take place in the Memorial 
Healthcare Hospital Auditorium for $5 each on 
Thursday, Dec. 8 at 6 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 14 at 
2 p.m. and Thursday, Dec. 15 at 6 p.m. Reservations 
for pictures with Santa are encouraged to shorten 
waiting times, and appointments can be made by 

calling Peggy Gulick at (989) 277-3838. However, 
parents with children not having an appointment are 
still welcome.
    A Holiday Tree of Love will also be available and 
is a wonderful way to remember or honor those close 
to you. Your gift of $5 will allow you a small snow-
flake on the tree, gift of $10 allows a larger snowflake 
to be placed on the tree, and for $25 a special white 
Dove is placed on the tree. All of these options are 
done in memory or in honor of your respective loved 
one. If you are interested in doing this, please contact 
Peggy Gulick at (989) 277-3838. 
    All proceeds for both events will be used to-
ward the renovation of Memorial’s Healthcare 
Emergency Department.

Visit these fi ne local merchants at
OWOSSO EAST 

SHOPPING CENTER
East Main St. (M-21), Owosso MI

Advance America • Armed Forces Recruiting Offi ce
Biggby Coffee • Boost of Owosso

Burger King • Chemical Bank
Cricket Wireless • Dunham’s • Family Dollar

Urgent Care • Goodwill • InSight Vision Center
Kroger • L A Nails • Label Shopper
Mancino’s • Owosso Poker Room

Pet Supplies Plus • Ponderosa Steak House
Fiesta/Regis Salon • Rent-A-Center

Revolution Grow Shop • Shiawassee Spinal Center
Shoe Sensation • Subway

Sunset Beach & Tanning Supplies
Tractor Supply • Wild Bill’s Tobacco of Owosso

For retail or offi ce space, call: 269.963.5591
shop locally 
this holiday 

season

Caramel Puff Corn
Ingredients: 
1 - bag puffed corn
1 cup butter (do not substitute)
1 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup light corn syrup
1 tsp. baking soda

Directions:
Place puff corn in a large roaster pan. In a two quart 
sauce pan bring the butter, sugar, and corn syrup to a 
boil, then cook two minutes. After two minutes, add 
the baking soda - mixture will foam. Stir well and 
remove from heat. 
Pour caramel mixture over puff corn in roaster and 
stir well. Bake at 250º oven for 45 minutes, stirring 
every 10 to 15 minutes. Remove from oven, spread 
out on wax paper to cool.

Submitted by Elizabeth Wehman, Owosso

Adopt Me! Ivy
6 Yr. Old Female. 

Looking for a family to 
take walks! Beagle Mix!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso
989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Marcus
1 Yr. Old Neutered Male.
Loves to play fetch and 

give lots of love! Lab Mix!
ShiawaSSee humane

Society
2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Dixie
3 Yr. Old Spayed Female.

Sweet girl with a lot of sass 
and love to give! Pit Mix!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso
989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Fonzie
1 Yr. Old Male.
BIG personality!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Cliff
5 Mo. Old Male.
Shy but curious!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Bruce
1 Yr. Old Neutered Male.

Loves to talk...
but please no dogs.

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

        SANTA’S HELPERS, members of the Memo-
rial Healthcare Auxiliary, gathered around him 
last year in the Mitchell Auditorium lobby while 
the Owosso Catholic Youth Choir entertained in 
the auditorium.
    Shown in this photo from 2015 were (not in 
order): Janice Andersen, Jessie Anderson, Su-
zanne Brown, Becky Bruckman, Becky Chargo, 
Rose Craft, Sharon Flanagan, Peggy Gulick, Pat 

King, Meredith Keating, Ann Kruger, Elaine 
Kuchar, Ethel Kirby, Diana Mlynek, Jan Men-
gel, Jan Nelson, Jeannette Smith, Bonnie Rogers, 
Pat Shaw-Urick, Millie Taute, and Patt Terry. 
Also on committee are: Elizabeth Cerny, Ginny 
Brooks, Pat Holder, Jackie Hurd, Lorraine Kirby, 
Sandra Sack and Peggy Schnepp.

(Independent File Photo/Bill Constine)

The Real Santa is Coming to Town 
at Memorial Healthcare
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RIDENOURS
AUTO REPAIR, INC.
Celebrating 28 Years 
of Business in Perry!

Auto Repair Since 1988

421 S. MAIN ST.
 PERRY

(517) 625-4210
All General Repair

Master 
Technician
MON.-FRI. 

7:30AM-5PM

Family Owned 

For More Than 

65 Years

Sloan 
Septic Tank Service

6453 Williamston Rd., Perry
517-655-1632

Corner of M-52 & Lansing Rd.

517-625-1289
psfoodmart.com

& Auto-Glass
Wrecker Service 
Your COMPLETE 
Auto Body Shop

Free Estimates
Free Courtesy Cars
1788 W. Lansing Rd.

Perry
517-625-6340

625 MAIN ST.
PERRY (M-52)
Weggyswash.com
989-721-9189

517-625-4524

Credit, Cash 
or Coin

Elsesser’s
Auto Repair &

 Fabricating Inc. 
Complete 

Auto Repair
& Maintenance

Tire Sales
& Service
Adam Elsesser -

Master ASE Technician
2890 W. Lansing Rd., Perry

517-625-4278
www.elsesserauto.com

Adopt Me! Ivy
6 Yr. Old Female. 

Looking for a family to 
take walks! Beagle Mix!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso
989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Marcus
1 Yr. Old Neutered Male.
Loves to play fetch and 

give lots of love! Lab Mix!
ShiawaSSee humane

Society
2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Dixie
3 Yr. Old Spayed Female.

Sweet girl with a lot of sass 
and love to give! Pit Mix!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso
989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Fonzie
1 Yr. Old Male.
BIG personality!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Cliff
5 Mo. Old Male.
Shy but curious!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Bruce
1 Yr. Old Neutered Male.

Loves to talk...
but please no dogs.

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Floral 
Gallery

Your Full Service Florist

Order Your 
Grave Blankets,

Pillows
& Wreaths

Free Delivery To 
Local Cemeteries

447 N. Main St., Perry
517-625-5151

1-800-605-5532
Mention this ad 

& receive 10% OFF

TOTAL 
RESALE
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, 

COLLECTIBLES & MORE

10% OFF
Storewide

Now Through 12/23/16

Shop Both Locations For 
Great Deals On Furniture, 
Appliances, Housewares...
102 & 105 S. Main, Perry

517-625-6000

CARPET, 
UPHOLSTERY, TILE 

& GROUT CLEANING
517-625-7255
517-487-0913

1-800-YOU-CLEAN

15% OFF 
Carpet Cleaning 
if you mention 

this ad!

“Our Reputation Is Spotless”

Perry 
Plumbing, 

Inc.

• New Construction 
• Remodels 
• Service

Licensed 
Master 

Plumbers

517-625-6133

Welcome to Perry! Welcome to Perry!Perry

   SANTA AND MRS. CLAUS arrived at the Community District Library’s 
Edna Bentley Memorial Library in Perry last year, aboard a special float 
sponsored by Hungry Howie’s of Perry in the annual Hometown Christmas 
Lights Parade.
   Nearly 100 youngsters anxiously waited in line at the library for the arrival 
of Santa and Mrs. Claus. 

(Courtesy Photo)

Perry Christmas Parade 
Applications Now Available

  The 22nd annual Hometown Christmas Lights Parade, sponsored this year by 
Hungry Howie’s Pizza, will be held Saturday, Dec. 10, in Perry. Line-up begins 
at 5 p.m. in the high school parking lot at the end of Keeney Street. The 6 p.m. 
parade will travel south on Main to Willow Street.
  Santa and Mrs. Claus will have goodies at CDL’s Bentley Memorial Branch 
Library immediately following the parade. Parents may bring cameras to capture 
their kids and Santa.
  Entries received by 4 p.m. Monday, Dec. 5, will be placed toward the front of the 
parade. Application forms may be downloaded at www.perry.mi.us or picked up 
at Perry City Hall, 203 W. Polly St., in Perry. For more information, persons may 
call (517) 625-6155, ext. 235 or (517) 625-7753.

The 2016 Hometown Christmas Lights Parade is Saturday, Dec. 10 at 6 p.m.

Mr. & Mrs. Claus in Perry
  Mr. & Mrs. Claus will visit with children following the parade. They will be at 
CDL’s Bentley Memorial Library on Saturday, Dec. 10. If you want photos, please 
bring your camera.

Perry Festival of Trees
  The 8th annual Festival of Trees will be held in local businesses throughout Perry. 
Please look for signs in participating businesses and vote for your favorite tree by 
placing a nonperishable food item(s) under the tree for the local food bank.

   THE PERRY HIGH 
SCHOOL RAMBLER 
marching band recently 
participated in the 16th 
Annual Veterans Pa-
rade on Friday, Nov. 11 
by leading the parade 
for the other Shiawassee 
County bands, but also 
performed at the special 
ceremony held directly 
after the parade to honor the veterans in attendance. Other bands perform-
ing in the parade were Owosso, Corunna, and Durand marching bands. 

(Independent Photo/Elizabeth Wehman)

We’re About Community!
The Independent Newsgroup

• • • 989-723-1118 • • •
Facebook: Independent Newsgroup

www.owossoindependent.com
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The Independent 
Newsgroup

Sit, Relax and 
Enjoy Your 

Newspaper!

989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup

Sit, Relax and 
Enjoy Your 

Newspaper!
989-723-1118
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Quality Care For

 517-625-5650
521 E. First

Perry
Come See The Difference We Make!

Mid-Michigan 
   Seniors

• Safe & Secure Home-like 
  Environment
• Spacious Private 
  & Semi-Private Living
• Community Activities

• 24 Hour Personalized Care 
   & Assistance With All ADL’s
• Respite & Hospice Care 
• Most Long Term Care 
   Insurance Accepted
• Keypad Entry and Exit

 Barrier 
Free

Authentic Mexican Restaurant

1631 E. Main St., Owosso • 989-723-6600
www.lostresamigosonline.com

BUY ONE LUNCH 
GET THE OTHER 
1/2 PRICE

Some exceptions may apply. 1 coupon/table. 
Not valid with other offers. 

ALL DAY! 
MONDAYS 

$1.49 TACOS
Hard Shell Beef 

Tacos Only
Dine In Only

FREE 
KIDS MEALS 
ON SUNDAYS

$3.99
MARGARITAS

All Day
Everyday

Fast 
Lunch Fiesta Grande 

Catering Trays 
For Your Events 

ONLY $99.99!
3 Different Dinner 

Options To Choose From. 
Each Feeds 10 People.

$3 OFF 
for purchases over $20.

99¢ SELECT BEER 
12 OZ. DRAFT

MON.-THURS. ALL DAY

OPEN FOR THANKSGIVING 11am-7pm

Buy $50 Gift 
Certifi cate & 

Receive $10 FREE! 
We’ll Make It $60!

Chocolate 
Pudding Pizza
Ingredients: 
1 pkg. (17.5 oz.) peanut butter 
cookie mix
1 (12 oz.) cream cheese, softened 
1 3/4 cups cold milk
1 pkg. (3.9 oz.) instant chocolate 
pudding mix
1 carton (8 oz.) whipped 
topping, thawed
1/4 cup semi-sweet miniature 
chocolate chips

Directions:
Prepare cookie mix according to pack-
age and press into a greased 12” pizza 
pan. Bake at 375º for 15 min.; cool. In 
mixing bowl, beat cream cheese until 
smooth and spread over crust. In an-
other bowl, beat milk and pudding for 
2 min. Spread over cream cheese lay-
er and refrigerate for 20 min. Spread 
whipped topping and sprinkle chips on 
top. Chill for 1-2 hrs.

Submitted by Cathy Baumgardner, 
Owosso

Great Gifts for Seniors
   Every holiday shopper ends up with at least one loved one on their shopping list 
who they can’t seem to find anything for. Some people seem to have it all, while 
others may be less than forthcoming with regard to items they may need or want.
   Many seniors tend to fall into the latter category. Shopping for holiday gifts for 
seniors can be difficult if shoppers don’t know what seniors want. But the fol-
lowing are a handful of gift ideas that might make this holiday season that much 
more special for seniors.
Books   
   A 2015 survey from the Pew Research Center found that 69 percent of adults age 
65 and over acknowledged reading at least one book in the previous 12 months. 
That makes books a good bet for shoppers who don’t know what to get their 65-
and-over loved ones this holiday season. But shoppers might want to opt for more 
traditional print books rather than e-books, as the survey found that only 15 per-
cent of readers age 65 and over had read an e-book in the previous 12 months.
Gym membership   
   According to the Office 
of Disease Prevention 
and Health Promotion, 
more than 80 percent of 
adults do not meet the 
guidelines for aerobic 
and muscle-strengthen-
ing activities. That can 
be especially troubling 
for seniors, who are at 
greater risk for osteopo-
rosis, a medical condi-
tion in which age-related 
tissue loss contributes 
to brittle, fragile bones. 
Physical activity, includ-
ing muscle-strengthen-
ing activities like weight 
training, can help com-
bat osteoporosis. Family 
members stuck on what 
to get aging loved ones 
may want to consider 
gifting a membership to 
a local gym. Many gyms 
offer heavily discounted 
memberships to seniors, 
and such gyms may even 
offer senior fitness classes 
at no additional cost.

Continued on Page 33

Get Your Tractor 
Ready For Winter

Rental 
Equipment 
Available. 
We Service Most 
Makes/Models
Free Pickup/Delivery! 

10% OFF Labor w/coupon 
or 10% OFF 
Special Orders

Expires 
11-30-16

• Batteries
• Filters
• Muffl ers
• Sprockets
• Pulleys
• Tire Chains
• Mower Blades 64 Year

AnniversaryHours
Mon. 8-5

Sat. 8am-Noon

SYMONS TRACTOR 
& EQUIPMENT

409 Symons Rd., Gaines
989-271-8445

Inventory 

Reduction Sale 

up to 25%

Christmas tree faCts 
   One of the most recognizable symbols of the holiday season, Christmas trees 
can be seen in private homes, public spaces and many prominent locations begin-
ning each December. Christmas trees come in all shapes and sizes, and families 
may prefer certain types of trees, including aromas, needle types and fullness.
   Christmas trees have a diverse history. The following are some facts about 
Christmas trees that holiday celebrants may or may not be familiar with.
d Many harvested Christmas trees do not grow in the wild, but are raised on 
farms. Christmas trees are an agricultural product.
d Roughly one million acres are dedicated to tree farming.
d Approximately 25 to 30 million real Christmas trees are sold in the United 
States every year.
d The top Christmas tree-producing states are Oregon, North Carolina, Michigan, 
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, and Washington.
d It can take as many as 15 years for a tree to grow to the typical height required 
of a Christmas tree.
d Every state in the United States grows Christmas trees.
d Germans are credited with bringing the first Christmas trees into the home 
and decorating them in the spirit of Christmas. The first recorded reference to the 
Christmas tree dates back to the 16th century.
d Tree farms are beneficial to the environment because they reduce the amount 
of carbon dioxide in the air and help counter global warming.
d The most common Christmas tree species are balsam fir, Douglas-fir, Fraser fir, 
noble fir, Scotch pine, Virginia pine and white pine.
d Christmas trees can be recycled into mulch. TF169402
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Fax: (810) 621-5391
Email: thewirehorse@aol.com

(810) 621-5300 12500 Corunna Rd., Lennon 
Shop online: www.thewirehorse.com
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. & Sat. 9:30-5:30, Fri. 9:30-7, Sunday Noon-4pm
(Sunday Hours Nov. 27 through Christmas)

Rebuilt bottom

Robert Ariss
Used Car Manager

rariss@laclair.com 
M-52 & M-57
Chesaning

www.laclair.com989-845-3057

GREAT SELECTION
Even Better Deals!

   See Me Today!

Chevy Buick

*See Credit Union for details. 
Offer expires 12/31/16.

Borrow $1,500, $2,500, 
or $3,500 for all of your 
holiday expenses!
Apply today!

800-373-2333 
www.securitycu.org

Great Gifts
Continued from Page 32

Travel gifts
   Many retirees love to travel, but not every senior 
has the means to take off for parts unknown. A 2013 
survey from the Transamerica Center for Retirement 
Studies® found that 25 percent of retirees admitted 
they wished they would have saved more for retire-
ment travel. Holiday shoppers can light up seniors’ 
smiles by gifting travel gifts this holiday season. One 
idea is to transfer airline miles to an elderly loved one 
so he or she can get a free or discounted flight. If 
that’s not a possibility, some new luggage or a Global 
Hotel CardTM sponsored by Orbitz®, a gift card that 
can be redeemed at 70,000 hotels across the globe, is 
sure to please.

Family time
   Shoppers who are especially stuck on what to get 
seniors for Christmas can just resolve to spend more 
time with their elderly loved ones. Many seniors gen-
uinely have everything they need, and such men and 
women may only want to spend more time with their 
children and grandchildren. Make a New Year’s reso-
lution to spend more time with the special seniors in 
your life if the perfect gift is eluding you. HL16A449

Small Batch of 
Monster Cookies
Ingredients: 
1 stick butter
1 cup brown sugar
1 cup white sugar
3 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. corn syrup
2 tsp. baking soda
1 1/2 cups peanut butter
5 cups oatmeal

6 oz. chocolate chips
1/4 to 1/2 cup plain M&M’s

Directions:
Mix things together as listed as you 
would other cookies. You may want to 
put the dough in the refrigerator before 
baking. Place portions on your baking 
sheet as you would other cookies. Bake 
at 350º for 8-10 min. The recipe makes 
about 5 dozen cookies.

Submitted by Jeannette Smith

Molasses Crinkles
Ingredients: 
1 cup margarine, softened
1/2 cup shortening
2 cups brown sugar, packed firm
2 eggs
1/2 cup molasses
4 1/2 cups flour
4 tsp. soda
1/4 tsp. salt (opt.)
2 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. ginger

Directions:
Mix margarine, shortening, brown sug-
ar, eggs and molasses thoroughly. Add 
flour, soda, salt (if desired), cinnamon 
and ginger. Mix until blended well. 
Dough may be chilled until you are 
ready for it, but its not absolutely nec-
essary. Roll dough into 1 1/4” balls, roll 
each ball into white sugar and place on 
an ungreased cookie sheet. Bake cook-
ies at 350º for 10-12 min. Cookies are 
moister when baked less and will flat-
ten when out of oven.

Submitted by Sue Mead, Owosso

Sweet Potato 
Casserole
Ingredients: 
3 cups sweet potatoes, 
cooked and mashed
1/4 cup soft margarine
2 eggs, well beaten
1 tsp. vanilla

Topping:
1/3 cup flour
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/3 cup butter
1 cup nuts, chopped

Directions:
Combine potatoes, butter, eggs, sugar 
and vanilla. Pour in casserole dish. 

Topping: mix brown sugar, flour, butter 
and nut meats and spread over sweet 
potatoes.

Bake at 350º for 30-40 min. This freez-
es nicely for future use, before baking.

Submitted by Arlene Hilgendorf, 
Perry

Quick 
Christmas 

Cookie 
Ideas

   Try a no-bake reci-
pe. Creative culinary ex-
perts continually reveal 
their clever tricks, and 
many of these include 
no-bake versions of fa-
vorite desserts. No bake 
cookies come together 
in a matter of minutes, 
but still employ a host 
of delicious ingredients. 
Recipes frequently fea-
ture similar ingredients 
to traditional cookies, 
but rely on chocolate, 
honey or peanut butter as 
the setting agent to keep 
them together. Bakers 
may also like not having 
to turn on their ovens.
   Prepare ahead. Many 
cookie dough recipes can 
be made and stored for 
later use. In fact, refrig-
erating a log of cookie 
dough can make it easier 
to cut or handle later on. 
Spread out the bulk of 
your baking over two 
days and you might feel 
less taxed.

• It is possible that cookies may have originaged in Persia in the 7th cen-
tury AD. It was at that time that sugar had become more common in the 
region. By the 14th century, cookies were common throughout Europe. The 
American name for cookie derives from the Dutch word koekje or koekie.

Baking Tips and Facts
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OUR
BEST

ads
are the
ONES
created
for your

BUSINESS

Call
TODAY!
989-723-1118

OUR
BEST

ads
are the
ONES
created
for your

BUSINESS
Call

TODAY!
989-723-1118

We Help

BUSINESSES
grow!
CALL
our
SALES
TEAM
today!

989-723-1118
1907 W. M-21

Owosso

We Help

BUSINESSES
grow!
CALL
our
SALES
TEAM
today!

989-723-1118

1907 W. M-21

Owosso

Notice of Mortgage 
foreclosure sale

tHis firM is a DeBt collec-
tor atteMPtiNg to col-
lect a DeBt. aNY iNforMa-
tioN We oBtaiN Will Be
useD for tHat PurPose.
Please coNtact our of-
fice at tHe NuMBer BeloW 
if You are iN actiVe Mili-
tarY DutY.
  ATTN PURCHASERS: This sale 
may be rescinded by the foreclosing 
mortgagee. In that event, your dam-
ages, if any, shall be limited solely to 
the return of the bid amount tendered 
at sale, plus interest.
  MORTGAGE SALE - Default has 
been made in the conditions of a mort-
gage made by Gary Lee Stiles and 
Laura L. Stiles, Joint Tenants , hus-
band and wife, original mortgagor(s), 
to Nationsfirst Financial Corporation, 
Mortgagee, dated December 15, 2003, 
and recorded on February 27, 2004 in 
Liber 1056 on Page 144, in Shiawas-
see county records, Michigan, and as-
signed by mesne assignments to U.S. 
Bank Trust, N.A., as Trustee for LSF9 
Master Participation Trust as assignee, 
on which mortgage there is claimed to 
be due at the date hereof the sum of 
One Hundred Sixty-Nine Thousand 
Four Hundred Fifty-Four and 93/100 
Dollars ($169,454.93).
  Under the power of sale contained 
in said mortgage and the statute in 
such case made and provided, notice 
is hereby given that said mortgage 
will be foreclosed by a sale of the 
mortgaged premises, or some part of 
them, at public vendue, at the place 
of holding the circuit court within 
Shiawassee County, at 10:00 AM, on 
December 14, 2016.
  Said premises are situated in Town-
ship of Vernon, Shiawassee County, 
Michigan, and are described as: Part 
of the Southwest Quarter (1/4) of the 
Southwest Quarter (1/4) of section 
Twenty-Seven (27), T6N, R4E, Town-
ship of Vernon, Shiawassee County, 
Michigan, described as beginning at a 
point which is North 160.00 feet from 
the Southwest corner of said section 
27; thence continuing North along 
the west line of Section, 165.00 feet; 
thence North 89 Degrees 56 Minutes 
10 seconds East, 264.00 feet; thence 
South 165.00 feet; thence South 89 
Degrees 56 Minutes 10 Seconds West 
264 feet to the point of beginning, con-
taining one acre, more or less, subject 
to the part now used as Durand road, 
so-called, and subject also to any and 
all easements and/or rights-of-way or 
record.
  The redemption period shall be 6 
months from the date of such sale, 
unless determined abandoned in ac-
cordance with MCLA 600.3241a, in 
which case the redemption period shall 
be 30 days from the date of such sale.
  If the property is sold at foreclosure 
sale under Chapter 32 of the Revised 
Judicature Act of 1961, pursuant to 
MCL 600.3278 the borrower will be 
held responsible to the person who 
buys the property at the mortgage 
foreclosure sale or to the mortgage 
holder for damaging the property dur-
ing the redemption period.
Dated: November 16, 2016
for more information, please call:
fc J (248) 593-1311
trott law, P.c.
attorneys for servicer
31440 Northwestern Hwy ste. 200
farmington Hills, Michigan 
48334-5422
file #459311f01
(11-16)(12-07)

486 words

LegaL Notice   THE GAZELLA COUSINS celebrating Christ-
mas in 1979. Grandpa Jack and Grandma Vi Ga-
zella owned a home directly behind the former 
Burger Ranch (now Charter Spectrum) on S. Ce-
dar St. in Owosso.
   Jack Gazella worked for many years at Bannan’s 
Foodland on N. M-52, while Vi Gazella worked at 
the Arnold Medical Clinic. The couple were paris-
honers for numerous years at St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church on M-21, Owosso.

(Courtesy Photo/Tracy Hilgendorf)

e vintage Photos of area holiDay CeleBrations e
      REFLECTIONS OF A BYGONE Christmas 
are shared in this vintage photograph of the Stin-
son siblings drying dishes after a special holiday 
dinner circa 1961 or 1962. “The highlight of our 
Christmas was the beautiful dinner our Mother 
always prepared. As you can see what our du-
ties were…” shared Kurt Stinson. The Stinson 
family dairy farm was located on Baldwin Rd. 
in Owosso.
   The siblings include (from left) Kim, Kurt and 
Marsha Stinson. Kurt and his wife Robbin still re-
side in Owosso.

(Courtesy Photo/Robbin and Kurt Stinson)

We hope you enjoy this assortment of old area 
photos shared to us by our readers and employees.

These photographs represent holiday memories from 
times long gone, but we can still enjoy them!

“The love of family and the admiration of friends is 
much more important than wealth and privilege.”

- Charles Kuralt

“Positive feelings come from being honest about 
yourself and accepting your personality, and physical 

characteristics, warts and all; and, from belong-
ing to a family that accepts you without question.”

- Willard Scott
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Large Selection of
In-Stock Rolls & Remnants!

Carpet & No-Wax Vinyls

1 Year Free Financing Available

~ Coupons Good for In-Stock & Special Orders ~
2049 Corunna Ave.
Owosso • 723-7861

$100
Off

$1,000 Purchase
Limit 1 Coupon.

Expires 12-31-16.

$50
Off

$500 Purchase
Limit 1 Coupon.

Expires 12-31-16.

10%
Off

Any Carpet Cleaning, 
Furniture 

& Tile Cleaning
Limit 1 Coupon.

Expires 12-31-16.

HOLIDAY 
Gift for You!

Your comfort, is our business!
203 S. Water St., Owosso

989-723-4220
www.maurerheating.com

We put the 
warm...
  In warm 
& cozy this 
Holiday 
Season!

2012-ECL01c

Most people don’t understand. They look at a pile 
of wood and see a pile of work. You look at a pile 
of wood and see the result of an honest day’s 
work. With the E-Classic’s efficient design and 
operation, it requires up to 50% less wood than 
traditional wood heating. That means your 
woodpile will last longer. We do apologize for that.

Spend less time doing what
you love. Sorry about that.
Spend less time doing what
you love. Sorry about that.

Up to $1000 instant rebate

$1000
Save up to

CentralBoiler.com

*Instant rebate savings up to $1000 on select in-stock Central Boiler outdoor furnace 
models. Savings shown is on an E-Classic 3250 model. See dealer for details.

Westmoreland 
Construction

5240 Morrice Rd., Webberville, MI

517-468-3685

13-0320
CentralBoiler.com 

e vintage Photos of area holiDay CeleBrations e

      GEORGE AND EFFIE KECK enjoyed a 
family holiday celebration at the Mead home on 
W. King St. in Owosso. The year was 1977. Large 
family gatherings were, and still are, common at 
the Mead home. Ron and Sue Mead bought their 
Owosso home in 1965 and have lived there ever 
since. Sue Mead is this couple’s daughter. 
   The family room where this photo was taken 
was an addition. The room faces out to the south 
where there once was an open field where the 
Mead kids often played. Oliver Woods Retire-
ment Village is now centered in that field.
   George has passed away but Effie Keck 
still resides on what was the family farm on 
Fenmore Rd. in Bannister.
   “I particularly miss my Grandpa’s laugh,” 
shared Karen Mead-Elford, discussing her 
grandfather. “He had a full and genuine laugh. I 
also miss ‘fighting’ him for the black olives since 
we both loved them, and my mother’s oyester 
casserole. She use to make it just for him.”

(Photo by Karen Mead-Elford - age 9)

      THE KELLEY FAMILY had this 2001 Christ-
mas photo taken on the decorated staircase at 
the Heritage House in Chesaning. Rachel, Doug, 
Dawn, and Jarrett all posed at this beautiful 
landmark location.
   The Kelley’s still reside in Chesaning. Jarrett 
is very active at Chesaning High School. Rachel 
now attends Central Michigan University.

(Courtesy Photo/Dawn Kelley)

      THE BLUST SISTERS are tucked beneath 
the Christmas tree in 1980 wearing matching 
robes created by their grandmother. 
   Kelly Sereseroz (left) and Dani Lindroth both 
reside in the Owosso area today.
   This photo was taken in their childhood home 
on W. Grand River Rd. in Owosso.

(Courtesy Photo/Kelly Sereseroz)

      THE SERESEROZ 
SIBLINGS enjoying 
Christmas in 1973 in 
Owosso. Shown are 
(from left) Frankie, 
Lori, Teri, Angie, and 
Elena Sereseroz.

(Courtesy Photo/
Kelly Sereseroz)

“I loved raising my kids. I loved the process, 
the dirt of it, the tears of it, the frustration of it, 
Christmas, Easter, birthdays, growth charts, 
pediatrician appointments. I loved all of it.”

- Jane Elliot

Adopt Me! Ivy
6 Yr. Old Female. 

Looking for a family to 
take walks! Beagle Mix!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso
989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Marcus
1 Yr. Old Neutered Male.
Loves to play fetch and 

give lots of love! Lab Mix!
ShiawaSSee humane

Society
2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Dixie
3 Yr. Old Spayed Female.

Sweet girl with a lot of sass 
and love to give! Pit Mix!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso
989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Fonzie
1 Yr. Old Male.
BIG personality!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Cliff
5 Mo. Old Male.
Shy but curious!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Bruce
1 Yr. Old Neutered Male.

Loves to talk...
but please no dogs.

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Watch for updates 
on Facebook®

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Friend Us 
on Facebook®

The Independent 
Newsgroup

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Our Facebook®

Page is a
direct connection

to community news,
highlighting our 

weekly newspaper
 publications! 

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Share our Facebook®

Page with your 
friends and family! 

The Independent 
Newsgroup

The Independent 
Newsgroup
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Jeff Cords
Sales Manager

*All prices/payments based on GM Pricing for well qualified buyers. All payments based on 24-36 mo. lease, 10,000 MPY. 
May have to qualify for select model bonus cash, in market lease cash and/or a combination of these rebates. Requires tax, 

title, license, doc fee, cvr fee, acquisition fee and 1st payment due at signing. Not everyone will qualify. See dealer for details.

www.shaheenchevrolet.com

0% APR on 2016’s 
uP to 72 Mo.

2016 Malibu
Lt, stk# 69066

$138/mo.

2017 Equinox
FWD Lt, stk# 69620

$151/mo.

2017 Cruze
Ls, stk# 69754

$172/mo.

1-800-678-9561
632 American Rd., Lansing

SHIAWASSEE 
FAMILY 
YMCA

515 W. Main St., Owosso
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

WWW.SHIAWASSEEYMCA.ORG  •  989-725-8136

Membership 

SPECIAL

Sign up between Dec 1 and Feb 15 
& WE’LL WAIVE THE JOINER FEE.

GOING ON NOW!

Give the Gift 
of Health!

   THE STEAM RAIL-
ROADING INSTI-
TUTE on S. Washington 
St. in Owosso is decked 
out for the Christmas 
season including this 
large tree with bright 
blue holiday lights.
   This photo was taken 
during the evening on-
Saturday, Nov. 5. That 
day, the Pere Marquette 
1225 had celebrated 
75 years with a special 
birthday trip to Clare.
   More information is 
available at www.mich-
igansteamtrain.com.

(Independent Photo/
Karen Mead-Elford)

Our Advertisers Bring This Issue of 
The Independent To You!

Our Advertisers Bring This Issue Of 
The Independent To You!

Our Advertisers Bring This Issue Of 
The Independent To You!

Our Advertisers 
Bring This Issue Of 
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Our Advertisers 
Bring This Issue Of 
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Our Advertisers 
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Our Advertisers Bring This Issue of The Independent To You!

Our Advertisers Bring This Issue of The Independent To You!
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SUPERIOR PAINTING
&

DRYWALL
20 Years in Business
Highly Recommended

Robert Gos
989-288-5307

Roofing & Remodeling
EPA Lead Certified

Renovator
Licensed/Insured

517-974-4172
cthelements@yahoo.com

ROOF REPAIR &
REPLACEMENT

IMPROVE your Curb 
Appeal today?

Free Estimates!
Licensed & Insured

Call us today 
989-277-9898

www.mycurbappeal.com

J&M WELL DRILLING
& Service, Inc.

Emergency Service
Perry 517-675-5956

Owosso 989-743-5626
Point of Sale Work
5" PVC Well Drilling

Well Repairs
Pumps and Tanks
Chlorinating and 

Testing
www.waterhelpnow.com

BASEMENTS AND 
FOUNDATIONS.
Basement repair and 
water proofing, all types 
of cement work, also 
basements under existing 
houses. 989-723-4889 or 
989-277-6981.

110 Building / Home Imp.

Sawzall, nailers, drills, 
cordless, air impacts, 

rotozip, router table, work 
lights & more), generator, 

chainsaw, leaf blower, 
Reese hitch, DVDs, CDs, 
Ipod video, patio furniture, 
elec. fireplace, baby food 

maker & more! 
INSIDE the VFW POST 

1148 N. Leroy St. 
FENTON 48430

810.266.6474
narhiauctions.com

105 Auctions

TRI CITY TRADING Post 
Annual Inventory 

Reduction
AUCTION: 6:00pm

Sat. Evening, Nov. 26
Doors open: 5:00pm

30 GUNS (Mossberg, Mar-
lin, Browning, Winchester, 
Hi Standard, Ted Williams, 

NEF, Lefever, Charles 
Daly, Savage, Remington, 
Khan Centurion, Stoeger, 

Benelli, S&W .38 
Revolver*, Wellfire air soft, 

BB Gun, ammo, knives, 
fishing lures, trolling motor, 
LOTS of BRAND NAME 

TOOLS Craftsman, Porter 
Cable, Dewalt, Ryobi, Skil, 
B&D, Milwaukee, (air com-

pressor, saws, sanders, 
gear puller, hand tool sets, 

105 Auctions

GOING OUT OF Business
Downtown Antiques
Sales & Discounts

Antiques-Collectibles-
Furniture-Showcases-

Store Fixtures
109 N. Washington St,
Owosso 989-494-0192

www.downtownantiques.org

080 Estate Sales

100% Affordable. HURRY, 
OFFER ENDS SOON, 
CALL NOW 
1-800-830-3921

Drive with Uber. No experi-
ence is required, but you'll 
need a Smartphone. It's 
fun and easy. For more 
information, call: 
1-800-853-0167

KILL BED BUGS & THEIR 
EGGS! Buy Harris Bed 
Bug Killers/KIT Complete 
Treatment System. Avail-
able: Hardware Stores, 
The Home Depot, homede-
pot.com

Reach Across Michigan 
with a MegaMarket State-
wide Classified Ad! Over 
1.2 million weekly circula-
tion just $249 per week!
Buy 3 - Get 1 Free! Call 
800.783.0267

Shop Michigan to keep 
jobs and support your 
community! Buy Nearby 
all year, especially for the 
holidays! Find out more at 
BuyNearbyMI.com

AMISH BUILT mini cabins 
or storage sheds delivered 
to your site anywhere in 
Michigan! Starting
under $1,000.00.  mynext-
barn.com   989-832-1866

FOAM SHEETS: Pole Barn 
Insulation, Dow Styrofoam, 
R-Tech, long lengths, Un-
der Concrete foam, foam 
for under siding in stock or 
special cuts. No seconds, 
delivery, silver sheeting. 
www.williamsinsulationinc.com
800-262-5774
………………………………
Motorcycles
TOP CASH PAID! For old 
motorcycles! 1900-1979. 
Dead or alive!
920-371-0494.

065 Miscellaneous

Completely Built, (Concrete 
Floor Optional) License/In-
sured, 1-877-802-9591 (Of-
fice) 989-205-2534 (Cell)

DIRECTV. NFL Sunday 
Ticket (FREE!) w/Choice 
All-Included Package. 
$60/mo for 24 months. 
No upfront costs or equip-
ment to buy. Ask about 
next day installation! 
1-800-917-3607

ACORN STAIRLIFTS
The AFFORDABLE solu-
tion to your stairs! **Limited 
time -$250 Off Your Stairlift 
Purchase!**Buy Direct & 
SAVE. Please call 
1-800-280-1897 for FREE 
DVD and brochure.

MEET SINGLES RIGHT 
NOW! No paid operators, 
just real people like you. 
Browse greetings, ex-
change messages and 
connect live. Try it free. 
Call now: 877-710-7001

Free Pills! Viagra!! Call to-
day to find out, how to get 
your free Pills! Price too 
low to Mention! Call today
1-877-602-0194.

PIONEER POLE BUILD-
INGS  Free Estimates 
Licensed and Insured.
2x6 Trusses. 45 Year 
Warranty. Galvalume 
Steel-19 Colors. Since 
1976 #1 in Michigan. Call 
Today 1-800-292-0679

A place for mom. The na-
tion's largest senior living 
referral service. Contact 
our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is 
FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-800-520-3521

DISH TV 2 Year Price 
Lock with Flex Pack. Only 
$49.99/mo. Includes FREE 
Hopper and 3 Months 
HBO, Cinemax, Showtime, 
Starz & Dish Movie Pack 
Call Today 1-800-840-9379

SAVE on internet and 
TV bundles! Order the best 
exclusive cable and satel-
lite deals in your area! 
If eligible, get up to $300 
in Visa Gift Cards. CALL 
NOW! 1-800-807-1095

FAST Internet! HughesNet 
Satellite Internet.
High-Speed. Avail Any-
where. Speeds to 15 mbps.
Starting at $59.99/mo. Call 
for Limited Time Price!
1-800-491-8935

LUNG CANCER? And 60+ 
Years Old? If So, You And 
Your Family May Be Enti-
tled To A Significant Cash 
Award. Call 888-838-0520 
To Learn More. No Risk.
No Money Out Of Pocket.

GET CLEAN TODAY.
Free 24/7 Helpline for 
alcohol & drug addiction 
treatment. Get help! It is 
time to take your life back! 
Call Now: 855-667-5329

NEW AT&T INTERNET 
OFFER. $20 and $30/mo 
plans available when you 
bundle. 99% Reliable. 

065 Miscellaneous

AMISH FURNITURE
An AMISH LOG HEAD-
BOARD AND Queen Pillow 
Top Mattress Set. Brand 
new-never used, sell all for 
$275. Call anytime 
989-832-2401.

Amish Log Beds, Dressers, 
Rustic Table and Chairs, 
Mattresses for Cabin or 
Home. Lowest price in 
Michigan! dandanthemat-
tressman.com
989-923-1278
………………………………
Auctions
Online Only Estate Auc-
tions, 2 auctions monthly.
Selling Everything from 
Antiques; Autos; Firearms; 
Tools and more. For more 
information and to register 
go to sherwoodauction-
servicellc.com
989-640-9401
………………………………
Financial
SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits? We Can Help! 
WIN or Pay Nothing! Con-
tact Bill Gordon & Associ-
ates at 1-800-731-5703 
to start your application 
today!
………………………………
Medical
VIAGRA!! 52 Pills for only 
$99.00. Your #1 trusted 
provider for 10 years. 
Insured and Guaranteed 
Delivery. Call today 
1-800-404-1282

Stop OVERPAYING for 
your prescriptions! SAVE! 
Call our licensed Canadian 
and International phar-
macy, compare prices and 
get $25.00 OFF your first 
prescription! CALL 
1-800-697-1808 Promo 
Code CDC201625

OXYGEN - Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill.
No deliveries. Only 4.8 
pounds and FAA approved 
for air travel! May be cov-
ered by medicare. Call for 
FREE info kit:
855-970-1066
………………………………
Mattresses
Adjustable Bed Brand New 
with Imcomfort gel memory 
foam mattress. Retail Cost 
$5,900.00, sacrifice for 
$997.00. Call for showing 
or delivery: 989-615-2951.
………………………………
Miscellaneous
BUILT BEST BARNS
Michigan's Largest Pole 
Barn Company.  Best 
Quality, Best Service, 
Fall Specials.
24'x24'x8'=$7495.00,
24'x32'x8'=$8495.00,
24'x40'x10'=$10,495.00,
30'x40'x10'=$11,495.00,
32'x48'x12'=$16,495.00.

065 Miscellaneous

THE INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPERS are 

brought to you by our 
valued advertisers. Tell 

them thank you and 
that you found them in 

the Independent!

060 Legal Notices

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 which makes 
it illegal to advertise 
preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion or 
national origin, or an 
intention to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination. This 
newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the 
law. Our readers are 
hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

060 Legal Notices

NEED STORAGE SPACE?
Call Lennon Mini Storage. 
Great rates, Convenient 

location in Lennon!
810-621-4236

MY-CAN PORTABLE 
TOILETS. No job too big or 

small! Any reason, any 
season, anytime.

Since 1978
989-288-7779

ARE YOU TIRED of Sticky, 
Smelly pop bottles 

and cans?
Call us! 989-721-9161

letters. We ask you to sub-
mit a copy of your driver's 
license for our files which 

can be sent via an email or 
those submitting letters 

may stop by our office and 
we will make a copy for 

you. This ensures that you 
are indeed a resident in 

Shiawassee County. The 
copy only needs to be 

made once and we keep 
the copy of your license on 
file for future reference. It is 
not used for any other pur-
pose and not made public 

at any time.
We require all letters to 

remain under a 500 word 
limit. This not only ensures 
that your letter fits into our 
publications, but also gives 

others a chance to also 
voice their opinions. Letters 

exceeding this limit will 
not be published unless 

reductions are made.
We always have the 

option to reject any letters 
we deem inappropriate 
and ask that writers use 
discretion in personal at-
tacks concerning specific 

individuals.
You are always required 

to sign your full legal name, 
as well as your place of 

residency as city, village, 
or township. Your street 

address will not be printed.

030 Announcements

ATTENTION
"LETTER TO the Editor" 

Writers

We love to give our 
readers a chance to voice 

their opinions in the form of 
"Letters to the Editor." We 
strive to publish as many 
letters as space will allow 
in our publications. Due to 
the massive influx of letters 

during the election, we 
would like to inform writers 
of our "Letter to the Editor" 

guidelines.
We require proof of 

residency for all of our 

030 Announcements
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Owosso
www.owossoindependent.com

989-723-1118
1907 W. M-21, Owosso

989-723-1118

989-723-1118

County 
offiCes 
CloseD

    Lauri Braid, Shiawassee 
County Clerk, announced 
Tuesday, Nov. 15 that the 
Courthouse and all coun-
ty offices will be closed 
on Thursday, Nov. 24, 
and Friday, Nov. 25 in 
honor of Thanksgiving 
Day. Offices will re-
sume regular hours on 
Monday,  Nov. 28  from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
    Offices in the 
Courthouse include 35th 
Judicial Circuit Court, 
Friend of the Court, 
County Clerk, Register 
of Deeds, Equalization 
and Treasurer.
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BEAUTIFUL NEW AND
pre-owned 3-bedroom 

homes for sale in North-
woods Community. One 
handyman special is also 
available. Country living 

close to town. Call 
723-6913 for more 

information.

470 Manufactured Homes

CHARMING 3-BEDROOM 
RANCH in Fenton. Maple 
kitchen includes pantry, all 

appliances. Bright living 
room, new windows, fire-
place, first floor laundry, 
walk in shower, family 
room with fireplace, 

garage, lighted gazebo, 
paved driveway, fenced 

yard, vinyl siding. Very well 
maintained. $124,900.
Brokered by Brant and 
Associates Real Estate, 
810-208-7888. Listing 
agent, Carol Verhelle

460 Homes For Sale

THE INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPERS are 

brought to you by our 
valued advertisers. Tell 

them thank you and 
that you found them in 

the Independent!

SYCAMORE HOUSE
Immediate Occupancy 

1 & 2 Bedrooms. 55 years 
and older. Rent starts at 
$584.Income restrictions 

may apply. 
Move-in special just $99!
Central air, Washer/dryer 
hook-up, Computer room, 
library room, community 
facilities all in beautiful, 

historic Durand! 
100 W. Sycamore St. 
Call (989)288-2358.

REASONABLE RENTAL 
RATES for Showers, 

Birthday's, Graduation, 
Wedding Receptions and 

more contact 
Durand Senior Center 

989-288-4122
Owosso Senior Center 

989-723-8875
Morrice Senior Center 

517-625-4270

GINGER SQUARE 
APARTMENTS in Owosso 

is now accepting 
applications for 2, 3 & 

4 bedroom units.
All units equipped with A/C, 

kitchen appliances, free 
utilities, and laundry 

hook-ups in each unit.
Income based rent.
Stop in to pick up an 

application.
1200 Penbrook Dr. 

Owosso 989-723-1331

302 Dimmick, Owosso: 1 
BEDROOM Apartment. 

$575/mo. Everything 
included.

989-529-0740 or 
989-277-1714

395 Rentals

2-BEDROOM, HARD-
WOOD FLOORS, NORTH 

END of Owosso. 
No Smoking.

$675 plus deposit. 
517-927-4590.

395 Rentals

2003 GMC SIERRA SLE
w/ topper, V8, automatic, 
2-wheel drive, very good 
condition. $5,500 OBO

989-743-5259

325 Trucks

TRANSMISSIONS
517-625-6966.

526 W. Lansing Road,
Morrice, MI 48857

•Over 20 Years Experience
•Standard 36Month/36,000  
Mile Warranty on Overhauls
•Ask About Free Towing 
with Major Repair
•Foreign or Domestic
•Automatic or Standard
•Transmissions, Transfer  
Cases, Differentials & More

SERVING 
SHIAWASSEE COUNTY 

AND 
SURROUNDING AREAS

CASH FOR JUNKERS
Crashed-running or not!

Up to $1,000!!!
989-666-6365.

24hr. Light & Heavy 
Towing 

Ditch Recoveries
$50 Local Towing

* Tire Changes
* Motorcycle towing

* Jump Starts
* Vehicle unlocks

* Buy/tow junk cars
* Long distance towing

* Flatbed available
989-743-5768

320 Automobiles

NAPIER MUSIC:
New and used string 

instruments and accessories.
LESSONS: Guitar, 5-string 
& Tenor Banjo, Mandoline, 

Dobro, Ukelele & Bass. 
8315 S. M-52, Owosso.  

517-625-4954.

305 Musical Instruments

AGRIFAB PULL BEHIND
tractor leaf vacuum. Very 

low hours. $700 OBO
989-743-5259

255 Lawn/Garden

STARTER-ALTERNATOR-
GENERATOR REPAIR 
SERVICE. C&D Rebuild-
ers. 989-725-7255.

245 Farm Equip.

30 TON HEAVY duty log 
splitter. Used once. $1,800

989-723-2865

180 For Sale

TAKE OVER LEASE
2016 Silverado LT 4x41 yr, 

12,000 miles left
$209/month

Call 517-490-0250 for 
information

MOTORIZED WHEEL 
CHAIR

Jazzy 614HD with 2 batter-
ies & charger. $1,000 OBO

Call 810-516-4282

DUROMAX 8000 
GENERATOR, 20 hrs use, 
50-amp output $750/OBO. 

Maytag 5-burner gas 
stove, almond color, good 
condition $75. Kenmore 
diswasher, white $50. 

Showtime rotisserie oven 
$15. Four 225/50R16 tires 
on three rims $60., 5-gallon 

gas cans $8/each.
989-666-4276

8FT PADDED WEIGHT
bench with adjustable head 

board and leg lifts. 200# 
weights with stationary bike
$150. 5 hunting compound 
bows $10 each, your pick.

989-288-2995

180 For Sale

THE INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPERS are 

brought to you by our 
valued advertisers. Tell 

them thank you and 
that you found them in 

the Independent!

THE INDEPENDENT 
NEWSPAPER

Group is seeking reliable 
newspaper carriers in 
Shiawassee County. 
Interested individuals 

please call 
989-541-1251 ext #1.

The Independent 
Newsgroup 

is currently interviewing 
for one FULL-TIME or 

PART-TIME 
representative. 
*Outside Sales 

Experience
*Knowledge of 

Shiawassee County
*Advertising/Ad Sales

Please submit a resume 
to:

kim@owossoindependent.c
om or mail to:

Independent Newsgroup
Attn: Sales Manager

1907 W. M-21
Owosso, MI 48867

NOW HIRING
TRUCK DRIVER

Regional, Michigan driving 
or CLASS A OTR

CALL 517-675-5847 or
517-881-1544
Apply online

www.transfleet.com

170 Help Wanted

SEEKING: FINANCIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE

Looking for a motivated 
individual with a record of 
achievement. Needs to be 
able to work with the public 

independently and 
diligently. Excellent verbal 
and written communication 
skills. Performance based 
rewards. Opportunity for 

advancement to manage-
ment. Comprehensive 

benefits package. Send 
resume to:

Attn: Financial Representa-
tive Position

1907 W. M-21,Owosso, MI 
48867

RADIO SHACK 
FULL/PART time. 
Cellular/electronic 

knowledge helpful. Apply 
216 W. Main St, Owosso.

NURSE AIDES: 
FULL-TIME. Must have ex-
perience, professionalism 

& positive attitude. 
For more information: 
517-625-5650, Ext. 3.

CLASSIFIED ADS ARE
effective and easy. 

$16.50 for the first 14 
words and 20 cents/word 
for each additional word.  
Call the Independent 

Newsgroup to place your 
classified ad today!

989-723-1118, 
classifieds@owossoinde-

pendent.com

COURTYARD MANOR
ASSISTED LIVING &

MEMORY CARE
is accepting applications 

for experienced caregivers 
for all shifts. $9.50/hour. 
Apply at: 8240 Miller Rd,

Swartz Creek, MI
Questions please call 

Jackie at 810-986-2562.

CDL-A, OTR TRUCK
driver, singles & teams, 
1yr exp, 2013-2016 trac-
tors, no East Coast, no 

touch freight, for more info 
call 989-743-3898 or 

800-336-2458

DRIVERS WANTED
CLASS A Regional & OTR

Percentage based pay. 
Contact Jay @ 
253-561-1544

person, by mail, or email. 
Positions will be filled as 

soon as possible.
TO APPLY:

Submit application to:
SATA                    

180 N. Delaney Rd.         
Owosso, MI 48867

Or email to:  
mrice@satabus.org

This position is subject to 
drug and alcohol testing.  

E.O.E.

170 Help Wanted

NOTICE OF POSITION
VACANCIES

POSTING:  Part-Time
Dispatchers

POSITION SUMMARY:
The Shiawassee Area 
Transportation Agency 

(SATA), a rural demand-
response public transit 
agency, is seeking two 
Part-Time Dispatchers.  
SATA has a fleet of 17 
buses, one operations 
facility and 34 full and 
part-time employees.

The Dispatcher positions 
are responsible for 

receiving service requests, 
scheduling service 

requests in an efficient 
manner, preparing daily 
logs for drivers, two-way 
radio communication with 
drivers throughout the day 
and working closely with 

the Operations Supervisor 
and/or the Mobility 

Manager to maintain 
proper procedures. 
Considerable tact, 

courtesy, and professional-
ism are required in all 

dealings with the general 
public, other employees, 
and agency representa-
tives who are requesting 

service.  
REPORTS TO:  

Operations Supervisor/Mo-
bility Manager

DESIRED 
QUALIFICATIONS: 
High School diploma 

required. The ability to 
multi-task, have a working 
knowledge of the geogra-

phy of Shiawassee County, 
possess excellent written & 
verbal skills and excellent 
customer service skills.

COMPENSATION: 
Beginning hourly rate is 

$9.50/hour, increasing to 
$10.50/hour after 6 

months, and to 
$13.42/hour after one year.  
These positions are sched-
uled to work approximately 

25-30 hours/week.  
Applications will be 

accepted until 
December 2, 2016
and are available in 

170 Help Wanted

MAILBOXES
NEW & Used. Sales and 
Installation. Order now 

before winter. Call
989-725-1248

CONCRETE WORK
· Stamped & Colored

· Garage Floors
· Barn Floors
· Driveways
· Sidewalks

· Patios

› Gravel Driveways
› Small Demolitions

› Post Holes

Need More Info?
Visit 

www.hozakconcrete.com 
or 

Call Larry Hozak
989-743-4457

FREE ESTIMATES
“Integrity Does Matter”

165 Misc. Services

………………………………

BAT REMOVAL
FREE Estimates!

Over 30 years experience.
Call Today!

*Major credit cards accepted*
989-413-7350

………………………………

165 Misc. Services

DEER PROCESSING
989-634-5115

$65-Regular Cut.
Other cuts available. 

Many Sausage Options.
Open NOW thru Dec.
3450 E. Britton Rd., 

Bancroft

BOB’S DEER
PROCESSING
989-834-2758

• Cubing
• Summer Sausage

•Pepper Stix
•Brats • Jerky
•Smoked Ham

Deboning, Remodeled 
Walk-In Cooler, Fur Buyer

(Deer Only)
Bob Lacina

8330 W. M-21, Ovid

BINKLEY DEER
PROCESSING
Walk-in Cooler

All meat is vacuum sealed.
Jerky-Sausages-Pepper 

Sticks & Much More
517-625-8211.

145 Deer Processing

WEINERT’S TREE
SERVICE

Insured. 989-729-TREE
(8733)

DRIMBY’S TREE 
SERVICES: 989-666-3620, 
Corunna. Tree & stump 
removal, Lot and Fence 
Row Clearing. I have a 
65ft. bucket truck. Insured. 
Call for free estimates. 
Over 40yrs experience. 
10% discount for Senior 
Citizens when mentioning 
this ad.

125 Trees / Stump Service

THE LADY WHO Paints
~Marita Rodgers~

Interior Painting
~With~

Terry Rodgers 
Construction, LLC
Serving Shiawassee 
County since 1945

Call us for all your Painting 
and Building projects.
Licensed & Insured

989-729-1945

110 Building / Home Imp.

Watch for updates 
on Facebook®

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Friend Us 
on Facebook®

The Independent 
Newsgroup

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Our Facebook®

Page is a
direct connection

to community news,
highlighting our 

weekly newspaper
 publications! 

The Independent 
Newsgroup

Share our Facebook®

Page with your 
friends and family! 

The Independent 
Newsgroup

The Independent 
Newsgroup

LLC

EQUAL  HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

The Independent Newsgroup  989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup  989-723-1118

www.owossoindependent.com

www.owossoindependent.com

Independent Classifi eds Work!  989-723-1118

Independent Classifi eds Work!  989-723-1118

Stay Informed! Read Your Independent!

Stay Informed! Read Your Independent!

The Independent Newsgroup 
989-723-1118

Reach Your Target Market!
The Independent Newsgroup

Involve Yourself!
The Independent Newsgroup

The Independent Newsgroup 
989-723-1118

Reach Your Target Market In
The Independent Newsgroup

The Independent Classifi eds 
989-723-1118

Involve Yourself!
The Independent Newsgroup

989-723-1118
The Independent Newsgroup

989-723-1118
The Independent Newsgroup

Know Your Community!
The Independent Newsgroup

Read About It Here!
The Independent Newsgroup

Support Local Businesses!
The Independent Newsgroup

Understand Local Politics!
The Independent Newsgroup

Know Your Community!
The Independent Newsgroup

Read About It Here!
The Independent Newsgroup

Support Local Businesses!
The Independent Newsgroup

Understand Local Politics!
The Independent Newsgroup

The Independent Classifi eds 
989-723-1118

We’re About Community!
The Independent Newsgroup

We’re About Community!
The Independent Newsgroup

The Independent Newsgroup  989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup  989-723-1118

The Independent Newsgroup  www.owossoindependent.com

The Independent Newsgroup  www.owossoindependent.com

We’re About Community!
The Independent Newsgroup  989-723-1118

We’re About Community! 
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“We aim above the 
mark to hit the mark.”

~ Ralph Waldo Emerson
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517-625-1181

OPEN
365 Days

Corner of 
I-69 & M-52
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Extraordinary
assisted living, 

     memory care
 & respite care

Please contact Missy Bell, Administrator, 
at (517) 803-5080 for your personal tour!

245 Caledonia Drive, Owosso       MeadowsofOwosso.com

Happy Holidays from all of us...

We are passionate about providing a loving and caring environment — 
something that makes The Meadows the most unique 

assisted living community available in the region.

Standing: Jay Jacobs, Executive Chef; Kelly Jacobs, Activity Coordinator; Valerie Wise, RN Trainer;
Renee Smith, Serenity Lead; Sue De Almeida, RN Director of Nursing; Josh Cannon, Maintenance 
Supervisor. Seated: Missy Bell, Administrator; Chris Meeuwse, Administration Coordinator; and
Amanda Wentworth, Wellness Manager.

Please join us for a 
complimentary lunch & tour!

CALL TODAY
Hurry — we are almost full!

Be part of our all-inclusive 
pricing community!
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