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Bad Axe • 989-269-9249
Birch Run • 989-624-9356
Burton • 810-742-3364
Caro • 989-673-8400

Lapeer • 810-664-3798
Marlette • 810-346-2761
Reese • 989-868-4165
Saginaw • 989-791-1234
Sandusky • 810-648-2404TriCountyEquipment.net

We 
Have 
Toys 

For All 
Ages
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989-725-8181 | 602 E Main St., Owosso
FarmBureauInsurance.com

John Wilkins
protects all your

moments and more The Drury 
Group
Real Estate

Professionals

127 S. Saginaw St., Byron
810-266-5530  • Thedrurygroup1.com

EQUAL  HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

Kathy Drury 
Owner-Broker

810-241-3533

T T Sounds of the Season T T
Fill your holidays with the sounds of the season! 

Nov. 25, 5 p.m., Jordan River Band, during the 
Christmas Candelight Walk, downtown Chesaning
Nov. 25, 5 p.m., Jim Gengler’s Holiday Jam, during 
the Chesaning Candlelight Walk, Chesaning First 
Church of the Nazarene
Nov. 25, 6 p.m., Community sing-a-long, Christmas 
Candelight Walk, downtown Chesaning
Nov. 26, 5 p.m., Jordan River Band, during the 
Christmas Candelight Walk, downtown Chesaning
Nov. 26, 6 p.m., Community sing-a-long, during the 
Christmas Candelight Walk, downtown Chesaning
Dec. 1, 7:30 p.m., Owosso High School holiday 
dance performance, in the auditorium
Dec. 2, 6:30 p.m., Corunna High School band in the 
Parade of Lights, downtown Corunna
Dec. 3, 11:30 a.m., First Congregational Church 
CCDC preschool holiday performance, Christmas 
at the Courthouse, in Corunna
Dec. 3, Christmas at the Corunna Courthouse, 
Central School Kindergarten (10:30 a.m.), New Loth. 
High School Choir (noon), First United Meth. Praise 
Band/Choir (1 p.m.), Durand Madrigals (3 p.m.)
Dec. 4, 6 p.m., Corunna Middle School 4th and 
5th grade students perform at Festival of Trees 
(Corunna Community Center)
Dec. 5, 11:30 a.m., Owosso Musicale holiday lun-
cheon with Owosso High School dancers, D’Mar 
Banquet Center
Dec. 6, 7:30 p.m., Owosso Middle School band per-
formance, in the auditorium
Dec. 7, 7 p.m., Emerson Elementary in Owosso, 2nd 
grade holiday performance, in the gym

Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m., Corunna High School choir and 
band holiday concert, in the CHS gym
Dec. 8, 7:30 p.m., Owosso High School Christmas 
band concert, in the auditorium
Dec. 9, 7 p.m., Holiday at Lebowsky “Make the 
Season Bright,” downtown Owosso, tickets avail-
able at www.owossoplayers.com or (989) 723-4003
Dec. 10, 3 p.m., Holiday at Lebowsky “Make the 
Season Bright,” downtown Owosso, tickets avail-
able at www.owossoplayers.com or (989) 723-4003
Dec. 10, 7 p.m., Holiday at Lebowsky “Make the 
Season Bright,” downtown Owosso, tickets avail-
able at www.owossoplayers.com or (989) 723-4003
Dec. 11, 3 p.m., Holiday at Lebowsky “Make the 
Season Bright,” downtown Owosso, tickets avail-
able at www.owossoplayers.com or (989) 723-4003
Dec. 11, 7 p.m., Holiday at Lebowsky “Make the 
Season Bright,” downtown Owosso, tickets avail-
able at www.owossoplayers.com or (989) 723-4003
Dec. 12, 7 p.m., Bryant Elementary in Owosso, 2nd 
grade holiday program, in the gym
Dec. 13, 7:30 p.m., Owosso Middle School choir 
performance, in the auditorium
Dec. 14, 7 p.m., Central Elementary in Owosso, 2nd 
grade holiday program, in the gym
Dec. 15, 7 p.m., Corunna Middle School holiday 
band concert (6th-8th grade), at CMS
Dec. 15, 7:30 p.m., Owosso High School choir con-
cert, in the auditorium

Watch for more in upcoming publications.
(Information compiled by Jessica Hickey, staff writer)

Revisit Lesser-Known 
Christmas Traditions 

   Christmas celebrants participate in many different 
traditions year after year, but some may not fully under-
stand the meaning behind such activities. A Christian 
holiday, Christmas did not originate with all activities 
centralized to the church. In fact, many of the tradi-
tions people hold dear have pagan roots, which were 
adapted as Christmas celebrations evolved.
   People who hang mistletoe in doorways may be 
surprised to learn that this tradition dates back to the 
ancient Druids. The Druids believed mistletoe pos-
sessed mystical powers that brought good luck to the 
household and warded off evil spirits.
   Evergreen trees are now associated with Christmas 
trees, but evergreen boughs were once used to deco-
rate homes during the winter solstice to help people 
envision the spring to come. Christians often look at 
evergreen trees as a sign of everlasting life and their 
relationship with God.
   However, while many Christmas traditions continue 
to be an integral part of annual celebrations, there are 
some customs that have fallen out of favor. Although 
these traditions may no longer be widely practiced, 
anyone can revive them and make them part of their 
holiday celebrations.
   Wassailing is a custom that has ancient origins 
and is not as popular today as it once was. “Wassail” 
comes from the Ango-Saxon phrase “waes hael,” 
which means, “good health.” Wassail is a drink 
made of mulled ale, spices and other ingredients. 
To go wassailing meant to travel door-to-door sing-
ing and offering a drink from a wassail bowl in ex-
change for gifts. Wassailing has been mentioned in 
certain Christmas carols, including “We Wish You 
a Merry Christmas.”
   Largely an English tradition, wassailing was brought 
to America by British settlers. January 17th, the old 
Twelfth Night, is the traditional date for wassailing. 
Although wassailing has largely fallen by the way-
side, increased interest in ales and craft brewing may 
help revitalize this Christmas tradition, which can in-
spire community spirit.
   Gifting with fruit cake is another tradition that 
has been much maligned and does not enjoy the same 
popularity that it once did. Fruit cake is a cake made 
with chopped candied fruit, nuts and spices and is 
occasionally soaked in spirits. Fruit cakes have been 
enjoyed all over the world, but Americans may never 
have embraced the Christmas fruit cake tradition as 
much as those from other countries. However, with 
the right recipe and an open mind, it may be possible 
to resurrect the fruit cake tradition once again.
   Mummers plays are another British tradition that 
arrived in North America with settlers but has largely 
fallen by the wayside. Mummers plays involved mim-
ing folk dramas, and the plays were commonplace 
around the holiday season. Celebrants may want to 
research such dramas and include them in this year’s 
festivities to liven up celebrations even more.
   Traditions passed on through the years help make 
Christmas a favorite time of celebration. People may 
want to explore the less popular traditions today and 
once again make them interesting parts of this year’s 
festivities. TF169406

Holiday at Lebowsky
     The “Holiday at Lebowsky: Make a Season Bright” will be held at the Lebowsky Center for five per-
formances. They begin Friday, Dec. 9 at 7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 10 at 3 and 7 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 11 
at 3 and 7 p.m. The Owosso Community Players make the holiday season come to life with a magical 
program of song and dance to create memories for all ages. Tickets may be purchased on their website at 
www.owossoplayers.com.
    The Lebowsky Center box office is open Monday through Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and is located 
at 114 E. Main St., in Owosso.

   THE MARQUEE at the Lebowsky Center  on 
E. Main St. has been a landmark since the late 
1940s. It was structurally and technologically 

refurbished in 2015. It has once again become a 
beacon for downtown Owosso.

   (Independent Photos/Karen Mead-Elford)

Adopt Me! Ivy
6 Yr. Old Female. 

Looking for a family to 
take walks! Beagle Mix!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso
989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Marcus
1 Yr. Old Neutered Male.
Loves to play fetch and 

give lots of love! Lab Mix!
ShiawaSSee humane

Society
2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Dixie
3 Yr. Old Spayed Female.

Sweet girl with a lot of sass 
and love to give! Pit Mix!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso
989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Fonzie
1 Yr. Old Male.
BIG personality!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Cliff
5 Mo. Old Male.
Shy but curious!

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262

Adopt Me! Bruce
1 Yr. Old Neutered Male.

Loves to talk...
but please no dogs.

ShiawaSSee humane
Society

2752 W. Bennington Rd., Owosso

989-723-4262
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12296 W. M-57
Chesaning

989-845-7370

CARD BROTHERS
EQUIPMENT

Sales • Parts • Service
Family Owned Since 1971

Proudly Serving the Area
for 45 Years!

One Stop Holiday Shop
 Jewelry
 Scarves
Toys

 Candles
 Purses
 Gift Wrap

W. Broad St., Chesaning  989-845-9355

Welcome -to- Chesaning

Free Horse-Drawn 

Carriage Rides

Live Christmas Music 

Nativity Scenes

Gingerbread House Walk

Tree Lighting Extravaganza!

Visits with Santa & Mrs. Claus

Write a letter 

     to Santa

Support These 
Area Merchants!

Live Outdoor Music by 

Jordan River Band

Happy Holidays 
From All Of Us At

LINE STREET
DENTAL

  371 S. Line St., Chesaning
  989-845-7655

SLOAN’S SEPTIC
TANK SERVICE

Happy
      Holidays!

from

(989) 845-6280
Oakley

Season’s
Greetings!

123 W. Broad St., P.O. Box 67
Chesaning • 989-845-2415
familyinsurance211@gmail.com
familyinsurancemichigan.com

Happy
   Holidays!

M-52 1/4 Mile North 
of M-57 Chesaning

carltoncampingcenter.com
989-845-3189

Heritage Tire
& Service

Center

709 W. Broad St.
989-845-3040

Automotive Tire
& Service

Chesaning 
Christmas 

Candlelight 
Walk & More 

         Chesaning will be aglow 
once again over Thanksgiving 
weekend as thousands of lumi-
naries and Christmas lights will 
brighten the village both Friday, 
Nov. 25 and Saturday, Nov. 26 
evenings. Regardless of weather 
or cooler temperatures, visitors 
are invited to enjoy this unique 
tradition that includes holi-
day displays, roasted chestnuts, 
horse-drawn carriage rides, car-
olers, and much more. Bring the 
entire family since activities for 
all age groups will be offered.
   Holiday shopping is an im-
portant aspect of the Chesaning 
Candlelight Walk, and many 
merchants will be open to ac-
commodate visitors.  
   Nativity scenes, a ginger-
bread house walk, live music, 
penguin bowling, and free car-
riage rides are planned from 5 to 
9 p.m. At 6 p.m. a Tree Lighting 
Extravaganza will start with a 
village sing-along of “O 
Christmas Tree.”
   Inside the Chesaning First 
Church of the Nazarene on 
Broad St., cookie decorating, car-
oling, and bell ringers are sched-
uled from 5 to 8 p.m. The Jim 
Gengler Holiday Jam is planned 
for Friday.
   Once again, the Public House 
(formerly the Peet Community 
Center) on Saginaw St. is offering 
the Annual Festival of Trees from 
noon to 9 p.m. The Chesaning 
Historical Society Bake Sale is 
from 3 to 8 p.m. Live outdoor 
music will be performed by the 
Jordan River Band from 5 to 9 
p.m. Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
be at the Public House from 6 to 
8:30 p.m. to listen to children’s 
Christmas wishes. Organizers 

encourage guests to buy a Festival of Trees raffle ticket, as well. The raffle drawing 
will be Saturday at 8:30 p.m. for those wishing to attend.
   Gingerbread houses decorated by local elementary school students will be on 
display in downtown businesses. Other special activities include the 33rd Annual 
Chesaning Music Boosters Arts and Crafts shows at both the high school and mid-
dle school. Over 250 vendors participate from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday, and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday. There is a $2 admission fee, though children six years 
and younger are free. No strollers are allowed at either location. Proceeds for this 
event will support the Chesaning music programs.
   Beginning Saturday over Thanksgiving Weekend, Santa’s Village North Pole 
USA will open and run through every weekend leading up to Christmas. Santa’s 
Village is held at the Saginaw County Fairgrounds on Peet Rd., and includes a 
Christmas wonderland, Kris Kringle Carousel, giant slide, train display, and more. 
Children’s crafts and rides are included in the admission fee. More information 
is available by contacting the Saginaw Fair Office at (989) 845-2143 or visiting 
www.santa.saginawcountyfair.org.
   A Chesaning Christmas Candlelight Walk brochure and other information is also 
available at www.chesaningchamber.org.

   CHESANING MERCHANTS have 
remained open for business as usual 
throughout this year’s construction of a 
new bridge on M-57 and other area road 
construction obstacles.
   Numerous holiday events are planned for 
the upcoming Christmas season.

(Independent Photos/Kristy Sweers)

Did You Know? 
   Pets are cherished members of the family, and many pet parents choose to pur-
chase gifts for their animal companions. According to a survey conducted by 
Rover.com, 95 percent of pet owners have purchased Christmas gifts for their pets. 
While Christmas is the most popular holiday to buy presents for pets, pet owners 
also buy presents for their pets’ birthdays and for Valentine’s Day. HL16A481
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RadioShack 
Associate Store

989-723-3794
Reg Hours: M-F 9-7, Sat 9-6, 

OPEN Sun 11-5 Until Christmas
Limited Quantities. No rainchecks. Colors may vary by store. Offers/prices not available in all stores.

FRIDAY 6AM-8PM

216 W. Main St.
Downtown 

Owosso

Whistler Digital Radio Desktop 
      or Hand Held Scanner

 Reg. $399.99ea.

                   $249.99ea.

Sylvania SP328 Bluetooth® Speaker
w/speaker phone
Reg. $59.99

    $24.99

MicroDrone 
Vektor 2.0 Acrobatic 
360 degree action 
     Reg. $39.99

$24.99

Space Gate Red RC 
Gyro Helicopter 
w/3 motion channels

   $15.99      Reg. $39.99

Prices valid in-store Fri., Sat. & Sun. while supplies last.

Includes Programming 
$40 value 

VR Headset
for Smart Phones
Per feet for 360 degree 
gaming Reg. $29.99

$15.99

Mota Lite 
Smartwatch
w/premium speakers, 
a microphone & 
vibrant 
OLED screen
Reg. $39.99

 $19.99

iLive 32” Bluetooth® 
Soundbar

Reg. $99.99

 $42.99

• Food
• Carousel 

• Fun House
• Giant Slide

• Visits With Santa
• Model Railroad Display
• Holiday Crafts For Kids

• Entertainer Joel Tacey

The large, HEATED Exhibit Hall at 
the Saginaw County Fairgrounds 
is transformed into Santa’s Village 
complete with holiday decorations 

and Kris Kringle shops. 
It’s a magical atmosphere. 

FOUR WEEKENDS

Nov. 26-27
Dec. 3-4, 10-11, 17-18

Noon-7pm

Admission includes:
All rides & entertainment

www.santa.saginawcountyfair.org
Tickets available 

at door!

Military Free 
with I.D. 
Thanksgiving weekend, 
as our gift for their 
service, all veterans & 
active service members 
receive free entry with I.D.

Experience Santa’s Village 
North Pole USA

ADMISSION 
Adults & Children 6 & over $10

Children 3-5 $5
Children 2 & under FREE 

For more information
Santa’s Village North Pole USA

11350 Peet Rd., Chesaning
989-845-2143

15998 W. Brant Rd., BRANT • 989-585-3131

Stop out today or visit
nixonsgrocery.com 

NIXON’S GROCERY

       RiverviewSmiles.com

Corunna • (989) 743-4851
Paul Kuhlman, D.D.S.
Dirk Rennick, D.D.S.

   PINK ROSES were 
still in bloom as of 
Friday, Nov. 11 in 
front of Springrove 
Variety on the cor-
ner of Exchange and 
Washington Streets in 
Owosso.
   Despite the warmer 
weather, the landmark 
Owosso business already 
had windows decked 
out for the upcoming 
Christmas season.
   Area people may recall 
when Springrove was 
actually G.C. Murphy; 
a chain of five and dime 
stores many years ago.

(Independent Photo/
Karen Mead-Elford)

Momma Leone’s “Mommywiches”
Ingredients:
1 lb. hamburger
1 cap full of white vinegar
1 tbsp. sugar (add more to taste)
1 tsp. mustard
2 tbsp. ketchup (add more to taste)

Directions:
Brown hamburger, drain.
Add remaining ingredients. Stir and simmer. Serve on hamburger buns.

Submitted by Melissa Shepard, Owosso/Corunna
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Sara told him all the time, “It has charm. I love it.” All Michael could see were 
problems with the plumbing and the need of a new roof.
     He looked over at Sara who now was twisted in her seat, resting her head on 
the edge, she closed her eyes. She was tired too. Perhaps time with his parents and 
his grandmother would give her a rest from the kids as well. 
    Life was just hard. Even with the Thanksgiving holiday the next day, it was hard 
to find anything in which to be thankful.

----------
   They arrived at Michael’s grandmother’s house just as the rain turned to snow. 
Michael zipped up his jacket before getting out of the car. He hadn’t even thought 
about wearing a heavier coat. Before he could open his door, his father did it for 
him. “Michael.” He reached out his hand and his father grabbed it and pulled him 
into an embrace. “Welcome home, son.”
    He muttered a, “Thanks,” and added, “Kids are asleep. So try hard to not wake 
them up, will you?” Before he could say the same thing to his mother, she had 
opened the back door beside the baby’s car seat and the cold air and his mother’s 
shrieks of excitement startled both the kids. 
    “Margaret, the kids,” his father tried to shush her, but it was too late. The baby 
started to scream and their little boy’s eyes popped open, ready to get out of his 
own car seat. They’d probably be up for hours now. Michael sighed again.
     Ushered into the house, Michael could feel the warmth of the house and the 
aroma of freshly baked pies clear his senses. The fond memory of arriving at 
Grandma’s house for a holiday changed his perspective a bit. 
     His mother was in a chair unwrapping baby Olivia who was all smiles and 
coos. Two-year-old Jestin was pulling his Granddad’s finger, exploring all the 
rooms chanting, “Toys, toys,” to him. He’d forgotten the relief that brought his 
tired mind, reminding him that help was at hand.
     He turned to Sara who now was loaded with supplies coming in from outside. 
He’d probably better help her. Just as he was about to walk back out the door, 
his Grandmother tugged on the sleeve of his coat, “Michael, how wonderful to 
see you.” He looked down at the frail five-foot-two figure and pulled her into 
an embrace. She felt tiny and bony. He leaned down for a peck on the cheek. 
“Grandma, how are you?” She placed her hand on his cheek and patted it, “I’m 
perfect now.” He couldn’t believe the difference in her from the last time he’d 
seen her. Now he understood a bit more why his parents had insisted they meet 
in Michigan instead of Ohio.
     He watched her use a cane to get to the chair beside Michael’s mother. She sat 
down and just gazed at Olivia. Her face lit up like sunshine as the baby smiled at 
the new person in front of her. Michael suddenly realized how smiley his baby 
had become for the first time. The visions of meeting all her needs, all the time, 
had overshadowed her sweet, new smiles. Those last fifty miles wasn’t all that 
much longer.
     The holiday got off to a great start as they settled into his Grandmother’s home. 
He wondered why she had stayed in such a large home after his Grandfather had 
passed away. His parents had often told Michael that she had only three word 
answers after encouraging her to go into an assisted living situation or to find 
a smaller apartment, “It’s my home.” Michael now realized that by keeping her 
large home, they all fit when coming home for visits. 
     He went into the kitchen for a glass of water to find freshly baked pies cooling 
on the stovetop. Their brown crusts and aroma filled his mouth with water even 
before he took a drink. He could hear the tap, tap, tap of his Grandmother’s cane 
on the floor behind him, “Want a slice?”
     “Aren’t they for tomorrow?”
    “Why yes, they are,” his Grandmother shuffled to the silverware drawer and 
pulled it out. “But I made them. I make the rules as to when we can eat them.” 
She pulled out two forks 
and a knife. “Get us some 
plates.”
     “Got any whipped 
cream, Grandma?”
    “Frigerator.” She began 
slicing the pies with per-
fect pie shapes. “They’re 
still fresh, nothing 
makes a better bite than 
warm pie.”
    Michael nodded as they 
sat down and indulged 

Continued on Page 7
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989-723-2111
1660 E. Main St. (M-21) • Owosso

(Across from Walmart)

AUTO
Mobile Service

Windshields • Stone Chips
Pick-Up/Delivery Service

Lifetime Warranty

RESIDENTIAL
Mirrors • Table Tops

Storm Windows/Screens

COMMERCIAL
Store Fronts

Commercial Doors/Hardware
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

FREE Stone Chip Repair*
Car Lock-Outs • Locksmith Service

*When Deductible Is Waived

UP TO 
$75 OFF

You BREAK it, We FIX it.

Ernie Rivers - Owner

989.725.8804 Offi ce

1650 E. South Street • Owosso

riversfwi@riversfwi.com
PreThanks &
Wed 11-16-16A•2•Z Keys, LLC

989-277-5869 
By Appointment

Program My Number in 
Your Phone Contacts 
Before The Need Rises

I stock what you can’t fi nd at the hardware store.
We Repair Remote Fobs & Install Deadbolts

WE 
CUT & 

PROGRAM
Transponder

Chip 
Car Keys

a2zkeys@gmail.com

Your Local & Friendly Cable Company810-621-3363

A Short Story
by Elizabeth Wehman, editor

    “Another fifty miles,” Michael announced to his wife who was getting out a 
juice packet for their two-year-old Jestin now screaming from the back seat. “I 
don’t know why we agreed to this.” Some of Michael’s co-workers had tried to 
talk him out of taking the 200-mile trip north. 
     Michael’s wife sighed. “We haven’t seen her since last Easter. We need to visit.” 
She turned and quieted the backseat child with the drink. Just as she did, the baby 
began to whimper.
    “They’re even tired of this car.” Michael flipped on the windshield wipers. It 
had started to sprinkle. 
     Sara leaned toward him and looked at the console. “What’s the temperature?”
    Michael announced, “Thirty three.”
     She leaned back, “How close are we to Michigan?”
    Michael pointed up at a sign ahead of them, “Five hundred yards. The closer 
we get the more the temperature will drop.” Michael was confident just the an-
nouncement would surely turn the sprinkles into ice.
      The wails from baby Olivia began to increase as Sara fumbled to get a bottle 
around from the diaper bag at her feet. “Grandma has never seen Olivia yet. I’m 
sure that’s the reason why your parents insisted we travel up here this year.”
    “That and her health,” Michael knew his ninety-two year old Grandmother 
couldn’t travel well anymore, but he was tired and had looked forward to this five 
day weekend for months now. The only vacation he’d had since landing his new 
job in June. Time off meant no pay and with being unemployed for six months 
prior to the new job, no pay days weren’t an option.
      “Let’s have a good attitude. It will be nice to see her,” Sara tightened the baby’s 
bottle lid on and turned in her seat to quiet the screams of their other child.
    Michael shook his head as the sprinkles were now solidifying on his windshield 
as their car sped underneath the sign which read, ‘Welcome to Michigan.’
     He knew his attitude stunk. He was tired. Work was hard and he put in long 
days for a salary half what he had been earning before being laid off at the plant. 
The new baby brought sleepless nights. He couldn’t remember the last time a pay 
check lasted until he received another one. The house was cold and drafty, but 

Right In Front Of You
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early the mouth-watering, delicious slices. 
    Michael groaned. “Grandma, you make a mean pie.”
    She smiled, “I hope that means they’re good.”
     He nodded as the first bite filled his mouth with tasty goodness.
     “The crusts are a bit more brown than I wanted.”
    Michael didn’t notice and shook his head, “Perfect,” as he swallowed another 
large bite. 
    “That baby is perfect.” His grandmother took a bite of her own slice.
     “You like her?”
     His grandmother looked up at him as tears filled her eyes, “I am so happy 
you came here this year. I don’t think I would have been able to make it to your 
parent’s house.”
      Michael stopped eating and set down his fork. “I’m sorry Grandma. I didn’t 
realize how hard it is for you to get around anymore.”
     She shook her head, “Nor should you. You’re a busy father now. A husband, 
with a new job. Why would you?”
     Guilt began to penetrate Michael’s thoughts. They were always about the next 
trial or work project. He was so busy taking care of his own family’s needs, he 
realized he’d forgotten about others around him. 
      “What’s the matter? Don’t you like it?” 
     Michael shook his head. “It’s delicious. Truly. I haven’t had something this 
delicious since...” 
    “I’m sure Sara is a great cook.”
     Michael stopped talking. “Yes, she is Grandma. When we can fit in dinner.”
     “Life is busy, isn’t it?”
    Now tears filled Michael’s eyes, “You have no idea.”
    He knew the words were wrong as they came out, but his heart sometimes 
couldn’t keep thoughts from escaping.
    “Oh, yes I do. We’ve all been there, sweetheart.” His Grandmother reached out 
a bony hand and patted his hand resting on the table.
    “It’s been a rough year.”
    “I know,” she patted his hand again. “Isn’t it funny how a year full of blessings 
can also be a year full of heartache as well?”
     Michael put another piece of pie in his mouth, “Blessings?”
     “Yes, blessings Michael.”
    “But we’ve had only heartaches. I lost my job remember? I had a son and an-
other baby on the way. They took away our health insurance. We now have bills 
from Olivia’s birth come in the form of notices every single month. Then the 
car broke down. We had to move from a more expensive house into a cheap, run 
down of a fixer-upper. I did get a new job, but it took six months to find it. And 
the pay is half what I was making before,” Michael couldn’t stop, “I had to buy 
a cheaper car to get a cheaper car payment and the extra money from that has 
been taken up with repairs. Between baby doctor appointments and two kids in 
diapers, we have barely enough left over for food each week.”
    “You’re tired, aren’t you?”
     Michael purposely set down his fork and stared at his empty plate, 
“Exhausted.”
     His Grandmother smiled, “Hard being the head of the house, isn’t it?”
     Michael shook his head, “The worst.”
    She patted his hand again, “So your blessings have been drowned by your 
needs?”
     Michael looked up at her, “Drowned.”
    “Happens to us all.”

     

    Soon Michael lay in 
the double bed rather 
than their usual queen 
size bed, made up for 
him and Sara. She snug-
gled closer due to that 

fact, but for some reason he didn’t mind. He placed his arm around her shoulders 
and pulled her closer. She smiled despite being almost asleep. When was the last 
time he’d done that? They were usually so tired they were grateful to lay their 
heads on pillows for a few hours each night. Tonight seemed different. Just as 
they were about to fall asleep Michael’s mother tapped on the door and opened 
it a crack, “Michael?”
   He picked his head up off the pillow, “What Mom?”
   “Tell Sara I’ll take care of Olivia tonight. I found the formula and I’m gonna 
sleep out here in the living room beside her. You guys get a good night’s sleep.”
     “Thanks Mom.” Michael pulled Sara closer and realized she was already 
sound asleep. 

----------
    The bright sunshine from a new morning woke Michael the next day. He 
was snuggled close to Sara who was still asleep. He looked around to figure out 
where he was and then knew by the faded flowered wallpaper on the walls. He 
picked up his cell phone to see the time. “Ten o’clock.” He sat up to see where his 
two-year-old son was. He never slept this late. The covers they’d laid him on the 
night before were now crumbled and empty on the floor. Michael pulled back the 
covers and got out of bed quickly. He hoped the little boy hadn’t broken or gotten 
lost in the house. He couldn’t believe how or why he’d slept so late, but Michael 
hadn’t felt this good in months. He slipped on his pants and tip-toed out of the 
room to find Jestin.
    Michael heard laughter from the kitchen and found his family sitting down at 
the table feeding Jestin breakfast. His Grandmother was holding Olivia and feed-
ing her a bottle. All was well. He sighed. “What are all of you up to?”
    They all turned to him with smiles. “Just eating breakfast, Daddy,”  announced 
his mother as she set another sliced piece of toast in front of Jestin who consumed 
it like he hadn’t eaten in months. “He’s quite the eater, son.”
    Michael’s father stood, “Coffee, son?”
   Michael nodded as his father poured him a large cup. He sat down beside his 
Grandmother who motioned for him to take Olivia, “Can you burp her?” Michael 
took the baby from his Grandmother’s shaky hands and propped her up on his 
shoulder. “How’d she do last night?”
    “Perfect,” announced his mother. “She only got up once.”
     “Thanks for letting us sleep. I haven’t slept in this long since...” Michael 
thought for a minute as he heard Olivia burp over his shoulder. He checked to see 
that it wasn’t a wet one. 
     “I can imagine. Two little ones are hard to keep happy,” his mother smiled as 
she gave Jestin another bite of his scrambled eggs. Jestin smiled as pieces of egg 
escaped his mouth. 
      “Chew better Jestin,” Michael told his son who grinned back and nodded.
     “Good eggs, Daddy.”
      Michael’s Grandmother motioned for the baby back, “Is she done burping?” 
     Michael placed the baby back in his Grandmother’s arms. She was all 
smiles again. 
    His Grandmother looked down and said, “She is such a happy baby.” She 
looked up a Michael and said, “What a blessing.” Michael got the hint.
     As he watched his parents and his Grandmother take care of his children, 
he seemed to see them in a different light. They were blessings. Amazing ones. 
Despite the fact that he’d never been this poor in his life and he wasn’t sure how 
he would afford diapers, formula, clothes for their growing bodies, and college. 
College? He stopped thinking and looked at them both again. They were still 
pretty amazing.
     Sara soon prodded into the kitchen as well and she looked as stunned as 
Michael had just a few minutes before, “Michael, it’s after ten. Why didn’t you 
wake me?”
     Margaret put more food into Jestin’s mouth, “We’re fine Sara. I think you two 
needed a little more rest than you thought.”
    Sara smiled, “I haven’t slept that long and well since before Jestin was born.”
     Michael’s Grandmother looked up again, “It’s always a blessing to have family 
to help.” She looked over at Michael. 
      Michael’s family had always been great to him. From his Grandmother to his 
parents. Always supportive. Always encouraging. His father had even called him 
right after his job loss to be sure he didn’t need a loan. Michael had insisted it 

wasn’t necessary, but they’d sent money anyway, tell-
ing him that if or when he was able to pay it back, it 
didn’t matter. His family was a blessing.
    Sara got to him with her coffee in hand and sat on 
his lap. She kissed his cheek. He knew how tired he

Continued on Page 14
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4 Record LP’s
$10

50% OFF
ANY VIDEO GAME

*Trades Do Not Apply. 
Expires 12/31/16

5 DVDS or 4 BluRays
$10

*Trades Do Not Apply. 
Expires 12/31/16

 Monday-Saturday 10am-6pm, Sunday 12 noon-4pm 

2256 E. Main, Owosso • 989-725-6949

 USED BOOK, MUSIC & VIDEO EXCHANGE
BUY-SELL-TRADE • CASH PAID

Gift Certifi cates Available
250,000 Bargain CDs, DVDs, 

BluRay Videos and Video Games
500,000 1/2 Cover Price Books and Videos

Paperback Books
Buy 1 Get 1

FREE
*Trades Do Not Apply. 

Expires 12/31/16

CDS
4/$10

*Trades Do Not Apply. 
Expires 12/31/16

5 Comics or Mags
$2 Insure with those you know and trust 

322 N. Water St., Owosso • (989) 723-3011
renee@oakesfi sher.com • www.oakesfi sher.com

• Life
• Auto
• Home
• Business
• Farm



Corunna Festival of Lights Parade
   The parade is Friday, Dec. 2 with step-off at 6:30 p.m; at the corner of 
N. Shiawassee St. and W. State St. in Corunna. The parade will head north 
down N. Shiawassee and turn left onto W. Mack St., then left again at Norton 
to W. State Street. Line-up starts at 5 p.m. and your entry must be on E. State 
St. before 5:30 p.m. if you wish to be considered for a trophy. Judging will start 
promptly at 5:30 p.m.
   If you are interested in participating in this parade or have questions, please call 
Shauna Bayless or Marilee Lawson at Corunna City Hall, (989) 743-3650.

2016 Fesitval of Trees
   The 23rd Annual 
Festival of Trees will be 
held at the Community 
Center, McCurdy Park 
in Corunna from Dec. 
2 through 4 and Dec. 10 
through 11.
   Students from assorted 
area classrooms will be 
responsible for creating 
ornaments and decorat-
ing a Christmas tree.

Country 
Christmas 

at the 
Courthouse

   Saturday, Dec. 3 is 
the date for the annual 
Country Christmas at the 
Courthouse in downtown 
Corunna. Numerous cre-
ative vendors and musi-
cal performers will be 
available. This is the 
30th anniversary for this 
unique holiday event. The 
Courthouse will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 
Corunna City Hall at 
(989) 743-3650 for more 
information.
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Est. 1994

Monograms Etc...
EMBROIDERY & GIFTS

• T-Shirts • Hoodies • Company Logos
• Corporate Apparel • Varsity Jackets 
• Team Apparel • Personalized Gifts

989-743-5999
231 N. Shiawassee St. Downtown Corunna

www.monogramsetc.com
GROUP DISCOUNTS • ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS!

Give Your Birds Something to Sing About!
See Us For All Your Bird Feed Needs! 

417 S. Shiawassee St., Corunna

989-743-3110

Seed, Feed and More!

Corunna
For Christmas

Enjoy

Come & Enjoy the 
Sights and Sounds of 

Corunna this Holiday!

Light Up the Park for Christmas
   For 15 years, the City of Corunna has decorated McCurdy Park with color-
ful lighted displays for residents. Unfortunately, these displays are showing their 
age and in desperate need of replacement. The Corunna Parks and Recreation 
Commission has set a goal to raise $1,000 this year to replace these decorations 
and is hoping to continue raising money each upcoming year.
   Those individuals interested in making a cash donation towards new animated 
decorations for the park, may bring their donation/check into Corunna City Hall. 
For more information, call (989) 743-3650.

23rd Annual Festival of Trees 
December 2-4 & 10-11

Community Center - McCurdy Park, Corunna 
Festival of Trees & Historical Village

December 2, Open 7-9 pm
December 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, Open at 6-9 pm

(Festival of Trees not open on December 9)

Breakfast with Santa in the Community Center

December 10, 8 am-11 am

Live Entertainment 
Nightly

Annual Light Parade
Friday, Dec. 2 • 6:30pm

For additional information email sbayless@corunna-mi.gov or call 989-743-3650

Dr. Stephen Hoke, D.D.S.
RECEIVE 10% OFF

(can’t combine with any other offer)

your next Treatment
when you donate a new, unwrapped toy

to benefi t Shiawassee Co. Toys for Tots
Appointments must be

booked by
December 23, 2016

Dr. Stephen Hoke, D.D.S.
1008 N. Shiawassee • Corunna

989-743-5495
This offi ce is an offi cial Toys for Tots drop off facility.

We assist your loved ones in their home and in the hospital!
Assistance in all aspects of personal care, Such as:

- Cooking - Cleaning - Laundry
- Assistance with Bathing/Dressing

- Assists with Medications
- Transportation - Assists with all Medical Needs And Much More!

2 to 24 hours of care a day--Fully Insured--Large Staff

Call Janie Smith At
989.666.6470

$12-15

Per Hour

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
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Behind the Scenes of Two 
Beloved Holiday Films 

   Holiday movies have a way of making au-
diences laugh and cry while inspiring 
those warm and fuzzy feelings that 
perfectly complement the season 
of family and giving. Depending 
on the individual, favorite mov-
ies may include old classics or 
new releases.
   A lot of work goes into making 
movies, and holiday films are no ex-
ception. Fans may be surprised by some of 
the events that went on behind the scenes of their favorite holiday films, as well as 
background information about the actors and settings of the movies.
   Get into the festive spirit by learning about the following beloved holiday films.
“It’s a Wonderful Life”
   Anyone who has ever wondered what life would be like if they took a differ-
ent path or made different decisions can relate to this classic Christmas film. It’s 
difficult to make it through the holiday season without seeing “It’s a Wonderful 
Life,” and many people make it a point of to view it every year. The following are 
some interesting tidbits about George Bailey and the film that put savings-and-
loan managers on the map.
• The movie began as a short story titled “The Greatest Gift.” Writer Philip 
Van Dornen Stern was unsuccessful at shopping the story and turned it into a 
Christmas card for 200 friends and family. A producer at RKO pictures got a 
copy and purchased the movie rights for $10,000.
• Many now agree that Jimmy Stewart was the perfect choice to play lead char-
acter George Bailey, but studio heads originally had Carey Grant in mind for the 
lead. The role went to Stewart when Frank Capra signed on to the film and named 
Stewart his leading man.
• Although Donna Reed was a seasoned actress prior to the movie, “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” marked her first starring role.
• Bedford Falls, the fictional town in the movie, is reportedly based on upstate 
New York towns Bedford Hills and Seneca Falls. Nearby cities like Rochester 
and Buffalo are referenced in the movie. However, the movie was not filmed 
on location. It was filmed in the summertime on a back lot in the San Fernando 
Valley section of Los Angeles.
• The movie received a technical Academy Award for the snow effects, which 
were created by using a “snow” mixture of water, soap and a fire-fighting chemi-
cal called Foamite.
• The movie was not well received upon its release in 1946. The film received 
mixed reviews, which might surprise those who consider it a cinematic classic.
“A Christmas Story”
   An equally beloved holiday film and a cult favorite, “A Christmas Story” follows 
a 1940s Indiana family anchored by Ralphie, the cynical but lovable schoolboy 
played by actor Peter Billingsley. The movie was based on autobiographical tales 
penned by author and radio personality Jean Shepherd, who narrates the film.
• The movie was a low-budget film that used virtually no special effects. It also 
used tracking shots instead of Steadicam.
• The setting for the movie is based on Shepherd’s hometown of Hammond, IN. 
Shepherd grew up on Cleveland St. and went to Warren G. Harding Elementary 
School. However, the movie was filmed in Cleveland, OH, and Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada. The house from the movie still stands in Cleveland. Part of the decision 
to film in Cleveland stems from the willingness of Higbee’s department store to 
allow crews to film inside the store.
• Darren McGavin played Ralphie’s father, a role he won over Jack Nicholson. 
McGavin might have won the role because of Nicholson’s typically large salary 
demands.
• For the scene in which 
“Flick’s” tongue sticks 
to the flagpole, a hidden 
suction tube was used to 
safely create the illusion 
that his tongue had fro-
zen to the metal.
• Three leg lamps were 
made for the movie, and 
all three broke during 
filming. HL16A513

CHESANING

MUSIC BOOSTERS

More than 250 Vendors

Concessions Available
Proceeds Support Chesaning
Music Programs

33rd Annual

ARTS & 
CRAFTS SHOW

Friday, Nov. 25   10-5pm

Saturday, Nov. 26   10-4pm Chesaning High School • 850 N. 4th St.
Chesaning Middle School • 431 N. 4th St.

CHESANING

MUSIC BOOSTERS

More than 250 Vendors
Concessions Available
Proceeds Support Chesaning
Music Programs

Chesaning Middle School • 431 N. 4th St.
Chesaning High School • 850 N. 4th St.

33rd Annual

ARTS & 
CRAFTS SHOW

Friday, Nov. 25   10-5pm
Saturday, Nov. 26   10-4pm

$2 Admission
(6 & Under Free)

NO Strollers
Allowed

$2 Admission
(6 & Under Free)

NO Strollers
Allowed

Owosso
 1120 W. Main St.
989-723-6765

Chesaning
830 W. Broad St.
989-845-7080

Muffl er Man
• Complete Auto Repair
• Ceramic Brake Pads 

• Wheel Alignments • Heating & Cooling 
• Tuneups • Oil Changes

We are more than just your Muffler Specialist

The 
Healing 
Journey

Avelyn Marshall
RN, LMSW, ACSW

Depression, Anxiety, Grief & Loss
EMDR Certifi ed

601 W. Corunna Ave., Ste D • Corunna 
989-251-4022

Christmas at the Brandt Farm
A memory submitted by Patricia (Patty) Brandt

   Christmas was a very special time for me each year when I was a kid. No, 
not because of the gifts, but because my grandparents would be there to 
share the holiday with us.
   But the “time” started before Christmas. You see, my grandparents (Nany 
and Paba) lived in Inkster, MI, and always drove up to our farm a day or two 
before the big day. They always let us know when they’d leave home, so about 
an hour later, I’d be watching out of our windows to see them coming up the 
road. When I’d see their car, I’d run to the back room and put my boots and 
coat on and run out the door and down our driveway, and wait to see them 
turn onto our “road.” I’d wait there until they got to where I stood. After they 
drove by me, I’d run behind them until they got to our house. When they got 
out of the car, I’d get hugs and kisses from both of them (to my delight).
   By the time we all ate our supper, it was time for bed. In the morning 
everyone would wake up to the smell of bacon frying in the kitchen. I’d get 
up and set our dining room table for all of us to eat together. As usual, the 
breakfast was great!
   There were presents under our Christmas tree, so we all went into the 
living room to see what each of us got from Santa Claus. My grandparents 
always gave me underwear and a large chocolate bar. I had made them a 
Christmas decoration of silver bells attached to red ribbon and a big bow to 
match. Nany and Paba loved it and for years it would hang on their door in 
their living room.
   We never received many toys, if any, but that didn’t matter to me.
   One thing that I’ll always remember is Nany sitting at our old piano and 
playing it while singing “Silent Night” in German. To this day, that beautiful 
song still makes me cry every time someone sings it.
   You know what the best gift God gave me at Christmas was the love Nany 
and Paba gave me, and the many hugs to go with the kisses. Our whole fam-
ily together was the other most important gift God gave me. The gift of love 
God gave us is to be always cherished by everyone.

Pineapple Pretzel Fluff
This Pineapple Pretzel Fluff can be served as a dessert or as a sweet side or salad. 
Serves quite a few, great for events. It’s like a yummy deconstructed Cheesecake!
Ingredients: 
1 cup coarsely crushed pretzels
1 cup sugar, divided
1 stick butter, melted
1 (8 oz.) cream cheese, softened
1 (20 oz.) can crushed pineapple, drained
12 oz. whipped topping

Directions:
Preheat oven to 400º. Roughly crush pretzels, combine with 1/2 cup sugar and 
melted butter. Press into the bottom of a 9”x13” baking dish. Bake for 7 min., 
cool. Break into pieces, and set aside in an airtight container until ready to use. 
Beat cream cheese and 1/2 cup sugar until creamy. Fold in pineapple and whipped 
topping. Chill.
Before serving, stir 3/4 pretzel mixture in, top with remaining to serve.

Submitted by Donna Kerridge, Corunna (Author: An Affair from the Heart)

“Christmas is not a 
time nor a season, but 

a state of mind. To 
cherish peace and 

goodwill, to be plenteous 
in mercy, is to have the 

real spirit of Christmas.”
- Calvin Coolidge
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       THE FOUR SEASONS GIFT SHOP, shown, at Memo-
rial Healthcare is decked out for the holidays. The shop has a 
variety of exception and unique items for sale and is the larg-
est fundraising arm for the Memorial Healthcare Auxiliary. 
The shop is located in the hospital’s front lobby. A committed 

team of volunteers helps with purchasing and staffing. 
    The shop is a boutique store with a variety of products 
from cards, magazines, and purses as well as a selection of 
jewelry and watches. 

(Independent Photos/Elizabeth Wehman)

Raspberry Sour Cream Gelatin
Ingredients: 
6 oz. pkg. raspberry gelatin
1 1/2 cups boiling water
12 oz. pkg. frozen raspberries
1 lg. can crushed pineapple, undrained
1 banana, sliced (optional)
8 oz. sour cream

Directions:
Dissolve gelatin in boiling water. Add raspberries and stir until thawed. Stir in 
pineapple and bananas, pour 1/2 of mixture into an 8” square pan. Refrigerate 
30 min. or until set. Spread sour cream over gelatin and put remaining mix on top. 
Refrigerate until set.

Submitted by Sue Mead, Owosso

Smart Ways 
to Finance 

Holiday 
Purchases

   Consumerism reaches a 
fevered pitch during the 
last quarter of the year, 
when the holidays fuel in-
creased spending on ev-
erything from dining and 
entertainment to gadgets 
to toys. It can be easy to 
get swept along during 
the season of spending 
and fail to pay atten-
tion to budgets when the 

urge to splurge on loved 
ones sets in. However, 
failure to take inventory 
of where money is go-
ing can leave individuals 
facing some unwanted 
financial repercussions 
come the new year.
   Spending beyond their 
means is something 
many holiday shoppers 
fall victim to. Perhaps 
they didn’t accurately 
budget for the year, or 

You are one of them. On this Thanksgiving holiday, we 
thank you for your business. We value you as a client 
and look forward to continuing to help you reach your 
long-term financial goals.

We hope you enjoy Thanksgiving Day with your
 family and friends.

www.edwardjones.com  Member SIPC

Peter W Keay
Financial Advisor
.

115 North Washington
Owosso, MI 48867
989-725-2196

Rory C Keay
Financial Advisor
.

100 N Washington St
Owosso, MI 48867
989-723-0444

Rory C Keay
Financial Advisor
100 North Washington
Owosso, MI 48867
989-723-0444

Peter W Keay
Financial Advisor
115 North Washington
Owosso, MI 48867
989-725-219630 Years Trial Experience

LAW OFFICE OF
Patrick Marutiak

1028 E. MAIN, OWOSSO
989-725-8118

AGGRESSIVE TRIAL ATTORNEY
• Social Security Disability 
• Workers Compensation

• Auto Accidents • All Injury Claims

SPECIALIZING IN 
PERSONAL INJURY

FREE CONSULTATION
No Fee Unless You Collect

814 W. Main St. • Owosso • 989-725-8373
Since 1972

Home for 
Everything! Bicycles, 

Accessories & 
So Much More!

Layaway
Available

surprise purchases crop 
up, pulling resources 
away from holiday allow-
ances. That’s when credit 
cards can become so at-
tractive, and potentially 
dangerous.
   A 2014 survey from 
Accenture, a leading 
global professional ser-
vices company, found 
that most people make 
a budget for holiday gift 
buying, but nearly half 
exceed their budgets any-
way. Buying with credit 
cards makes overspend-
ing easy. Consumers who 
want to avoid holiday 
debt can take a proac-
tive approach and explore 
some other financing op-
tions this holiday season.

Layaway
   Various retailers have 
reinstituted layaway poli-
cies to make it easier for 
shoppers to buy holiday 
gifts. With layaway, in-
stead of paying for an 
item all at once and leav-
ing with it the same day, 
shoppers pay a percent-
age of the cost of the 
item. In the meantime, it 
is held in layaway. Once 
an item has been paid for 
in full, the merchandise 
is free to leave the store. 
Spacing out payments 
can help shoppers avoid 
overspending, and many 
stores do not charge in-
terest fees on layaway 
purchases.

Holiday clubs
   Financial institutions 
may offer savings clubs 
that can help people 
save for holiday spend-
ing over several months. 
The “club” is simply a 
special short-term sav-
ings account set up to 
encourage holiday sav-
ing. Many such accounts

Continued on Page 11
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Charles Bonow to 
Present serviCe ConCert

   Organist Charles Bonow will present his festival 
service concert, “O Lord, How Shall I Meet Thee?” 
at Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church, 330 N. 
Washington St., in Owosso, on Sunday, Nov. 27 at 
both the 8 and 10:30 a.m. services.
      Charles Bonow, a former pastor of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod, travels extensively pre-
senting his service concerts in the churches of the 
WELS throughout the country. The public is wel-
come to attend.

Smart Ways to Finance
Continued from Page 10

can be opened with a nominal deposit. At the end of 
the term, the money can be withdrawn and used for 
holiday purchases. Shoppers likely won’t miss the 
small amount of money being set aside each pay-
check, but are surprised to see just how quickly sav-
ings can add up.
   While some banks still offer Christmas club ac-
counts, which reached the height of their popularity 
in the 1970s, today they are most commonly offered 
by credit unions. According to the Credit Union 
National Association, or CUNA, nearly 72 percent of 
credit unions run Christmas clubs, and consumer in-
terest in these clubs is holding steady.

Credit card perks
   Smarter credit card usage during the year can be 
handy come the holidays. Choose cards that will yield 
cash back or other perks, such as discounts at certain 
retailers. Also, be sure to pay the balances off in full 
when the bills arrive, so as not to rack up high inter-
est charges throughout the year. Use the cash-back 
rewards you accumulate during the year as a holiday 
spending allowance.
   Holiday shoppers can implement a few saving and 
spending strategies to avoid going into debt this holi-
day season. GG169400

Perry Wreath Sale
      The Perry Historical Society will be holding 
its annual wreath sale at the Calkins-Macqueen 
Museum, 127 E. First St., in Perry. All proceeds go 
for museum operation.
     The sale will feature beautiful fresh balsam 
wreaths. Permanent holiday wreaths, swags, and trees 
will also be featured to brighten your holiday decor. 
Cemetery wreaths are also available.
      Holiday hours are 1 to 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 25, 
Saturday, Nov. 26 and Sunday Nov. 27. Also, Saturday, 
Dec. 3 and Sunday, Dec 4 and lastly Saturday, Dec. 10 
and Sunday, Dec 11. 

St. Joseph Church 
Christmas Kolache Sale

     The St. Joseph Catholic Church will be hosting 
their Kolache Sale and is now taking orders. The 
church is located at 915 E. Oliver St., in Owosso. The 
homemade kolache is a light, buttery pastry filled 
with walnut filling and are $7.50 per baker’s dozen. 
Interested persons may place an order by calling the 
parish office at (989) 725-5215. 
    Last day to order is Wednesday, Dec. 7 and no 
orders will be taken after this date. Orders will be 
ready for pickup on Friday, Dec. 16 at the St. Joseph 
Parish office. 

   CHRISTMAS CAROLS by the Owosso Cath-
olic Youth Choir resounded in the Main Lobby 
of Memorial Healthcare in 2016 just before the 
lighting of the Memorial Healthcare Auxiliary 
Tree of Love and the Children’s Tree of Love.
   The Owosso Catholic Youth Choir will once 
more be performing at this popular annual 
holiday event on Wednesday, Nov. 30 at 6 p.m. 

under the instruction of Mr. Russell Beaudoin. 
The choir consists of students in grades 3rd 
through 8th. They will be starting the perfor-
mance in the lobby and moving to the audito-
rium for the main part of the show. Santa will 
be there for photos with children.

    (Independent File Photo/Bill Constine)

28th Annual

Holiday 
at the

Center
Now Thru 

Dec. 31, 2016
Sponsored by 

Memorial Healthcare
The Schluckebier/Hood

Wealth Management Group
of Wells Fargo Advisors

Sunburst Gardens

Free Children’s Event
Dec. 4, 2-4 pm

206 Curwood Castle Drive, Owosso  
989-723-8354  www.shiawasseearts.org

Next to Curwood Castle in Owosso

Over 100 Artists!
Unique Gift Items • Silent Auction

Special Events • Classes • Gift Cards
Rent Facility for Parties

Public Welcome • Free Admission & Parking

Shop 
for unique 
gift items!

FUN FOR ALL - ALL THE TIME!

COMEDY SHOWS SUNDAYS 6PM
Nov. 27 Comedian Keith Lenart

• Jan. 22 • Feb. 19 • Mar. 26 • Apr. 23
SPECIAL Celebrity Show Dec. 18 Ventriloquist Peter Hefty

Give Fun With Gift Cards or Comedy Show Tickets

Great Food! Capitol’s Grille
Reserve Now for 

New Year’s Eve Bowl Sessions!

219 S. Washington, Owosso • 989-725-7717 • capitolbowl.net

Book Your 

Group/Holiday 

Party with us

HESLIP’S 
AUTO REPAIR
Jim Heslip, Owner • Certifi ed Technicians

Brakes • Maintenance • AC
Suspension • Exhaust • Alignment
1107 E. Main St., Owosso

989-723-AUTO  989-723-2886

Tasty Turkey Soup
Ingredients: 
1/2 cup chopped celery
1/2 cup chopped onion
2 tbsp. butter or margarine
1 pkg. (3 oz.) chicken ramen noodles
1 1/2 cups water
1 can (10 3/4 oz.) turkey noodle soup, undiluted
1 cup chicken broth
1 cup cubed cooked turkey
pepper to taste

Directions:
Sauté celery and onion in butter until tender.
Discard seasoning packet from ramen noodles and 
save for another time.
Stir remaining ingredients in to celery mixture. Cook 
for 3 min. or until heated through. Fast and Easy!

Submitted by Cathy Baumgardner,
Owosso

“If you haven’t got any charity in your heart, 
you have the worst kind of heart trouble.”

- Bob Hope
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DEISLER 
ELECTRIC, INC.

Over 50 Years In Business Since 1962

We Offer A 
Full Line 

Of Automatic 
Generators

Residential, Commercial & Industrial
8978 E. Lansing Rd. • Durand • info@DeislerElectric.com

Visit our website: www.DeislerElectric.com

FREE QUOTES - CALL US! 
989-288-6993

Christmas in Historic Durand

        Santa will arrive at the Depot on Friday, Nov. 
25 from 6 to 9 p.m. Children, of all ages, are encour-
aged to come to the Depot and visit the Santa Throne 
Room to sit on Santa’s lap. Santa rides through down-
town Durand on Saginaw St. at 5:30 p.m. and will 
finish at the Depot to greet the children. Infants and 
toddlers may visit Santa on Friday afternoon from 
noon to 3 p.m. and elementary age children may sit 
on his lap after the parade from 6 to 9 p.m. 
     Two holiday dinners 
will be held with the first 
on Saturday, Dec. 3 from 
6 to 9 p.m. and the sec-
ond to be held on Friday, 
Dec. 9 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Prices vary for the event 
and the entertainment 
is still to be announced. 
Cost is $20 per person, 
$18 for members, and 
$145 for a table of eight. 
     Saturday, Dec. 10 
will be the annual Wine 
Tasting Event from 6 to 
9 p.m. Cost is $25 per per-
son or $45 per couple or a 
table of eight for $180. 
     The entire Depot is 
decked out for Christmas 
with 40 plus decorated 
trees and special holiday 
decor and is a beauti-
ful place to visit for the 

holidays. Viewing can be done each day the Depot is 
open as well as special late night tree viewing hours 
from 6 to 9 p.m. On Christmas Day, the depot is also 
open from 3 to 7 p.m. for additional viewing to give 
your out-of-town guests a chance to visit.
    For more information regarding any of the events, 
interested persons may call the Depot in Durand  at 
(989) 288-3561. 

blackmore-rowe
insurance

www.blackmorerowe.com

810-266-4892 Byron
blackmorerowebyron.com

989-288-2654 Durand
blackmorerowedurand.com

Call Us For 
All Your 

Insurance Needs

Stephanie Cleveland Yvonne Ryan Tom Ray Beverly Miller

Let Us Help You!

 ED’S 
Standard Service 

220 N. Saginaw,  Durand • (989) 288-6200

 With 10 gallon purchase. Must present coupon to cashier.

 $300 OFF
ANY CAR WASH 

8600 Lansing Rd. • Durand 
989-288-2105    doormart@frontier.com

Jeremy Hart James Hart

Lansing Rd., Durand 
Exit 118 off I-69 • Open 24 Hours

989-288-2121

Products & Service 
You Can Depend On 

SINCE 1960
4530 Lansing Rd., Bancroft

989-634-9156

MONROE 
POINT
 SHELL

205 W. Main St. • Durand • 989-288-3711
Mon.-Fri. 9am to 8pm • Sat. 9am to 2pm

OPEN 
HOUSE 

Dec. 15 & 16
• Free Gift Box with Every 

Gift Card Purchase
• 20% Off All Retail

(including hot styling tools)

• Free Samples & Refreshments
• Lots of Great Gift Ideas

We are a Toys for Tots 
Collection Site!

Come in for a Service & Enter to Win our 
Holiday Basket! ~ A $300 Value 

Buy a $50 Gift Card & Enter to Win a $50 Gift Card
Lots of Holiday Gift Packs from Redken, Pureology, Kenra

www.changesdurand.com

DuranD union station holiDay events

(Independent Photos/
Elizabeth Wehman)

Be Sure to 
Visit These 
Supporting 

Area 
Merchants 
Throughout 

the Holidays!
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For more information 
call 989-288-3561 or 

green@durandstation.org

Wrap up 
your holiday 
memories; 
treat your 
family or 
out-of-town 
guests to a 
visit at the 
elaborately 
decorated 
depot on 
Christmas 
Day from 
3-7pm

All events with 
entertainment.

Visit Santa 
Nov. 25
6-9pm

EVENING TREE VIEWING 
Tuesday & Thursday 6-9pm

Holiday Dinner 
Dec. 3 & 9 

6-9pm

Wine/Beer Tasting 
Dec. 10 
6-9pm

Now Available
The Elf

on the Shelf
And 

Accessories

Ugly Christmas Socks $399
pair

Nubby Scarves Reg. $1499 - Now...$750

Christmas 
Gift Bags 
& Wrap

30% OFF
Boot Socks 

Buy 1
Get 1 FREE

Book Signing by 
Julie Wenzlick 3-5pm Fri.
Downtown Durand • 989-288-6886

www.shawspharmacy.com

Nov. 25-27thHOLIDAY 
  Open House  

Selected 
Snoozie Slippers

35% OFF

 Check Out Our Fresh Bakery
and Deli Department

 Call Ahead For Your Party Needs 989-288-6351

 Double Coupons 
7 Days A Week! 

Hours: 7AM-10PM 
7 Days A Week

 311 N. Oak St. • Durand • 989-288-3382
www.riversidemarket.net

 IRON HORSE PUB
Serving the Community for 37 Years

 Open Thanksgiving,
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day!

 Open 24 Hours
- 7 Days -

 8 Page
Menu

 Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner ANYTIME!
 “Others Have Tried to Imitate But Just Can’t Duplicate Our Quality & Service”

 Uptown Durand • 989-288-2537

101 N. Saginaw St.
Durand 

989-288-2678

Proud to be a part of the 
community for over 45 years!

Christmas in Historic Durand

         DURAND CITY COUNCILMEN Jeff Brands and John Matejewski can 
often be found out on the streets of Durand in their attempt to beautify the city 
they love. Residents may see John and his wife, Patti, decorating the gazebo 
at Trumble Park in the lead-up to the Christmas season, or they may see Jeff 
walking the downtown streets spraying weed killer on a Saturday morning. 
The two make a consistent effort to maintain the city, and neither earns a 
penny for the trouble.
   Brands and Matejewski can be seen here putting the finishing touches on 
this year’s decorations in mid-November. Due to this year’s warm and dry 
weather, the duo is right on schedule to have the city ready for Santa’s arrival 
on Nov. 25. The city gets many of its decorations from Bronners in Franken-
muth, and Brands credits Jeff Stutts of Ace Hardware for providing lights at 
a reduced cost, which makes it possible for the duo to annually hang 6,000 
strands of lights across the city.
   See the related story on Page 28 of this publication.

(Independent Photo/Graham Sturgeon)

Santa will 
arrive in 

Durand for the 
Annual Light 

Parade on 
Friday, Nov. 25 

at 5:30 p.m.
Public Invited!

Meet Santa! 
Friday, Nov. 25

Complimentary 
tickets required. 

Call (989) 288-3561 
for reservations.

Depot Events listed 
at durandstation.org

Come and 
Enjoy All 

the Holiday 
Festivities 

in Durand!
Fun for 

Everyone!
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Bigger’s Complete

Floor Coverings, Inc.
• Carpet • Hardwood • Laminate

No Cost No Obligation For Measuring 
Order Now In Time For The Christmas Holiday

Visit our showroom for all of your fl ooring needs.
100 N. Delaney Rd., Owosso   989-729-1800

Right In Front Of You   
Continued from Page 7

felt on most days, but often life was so overwhelming 
he’d forgotten how special and wonderful his wife 
had been through the past year. She had stood by 
him. Encouraged him and had taken on the work of 
caring for their two children, often letting him go to 
bed early on work nights. He kissed her back on the 
cheek realizing another blessing in his life. Looking 
at his Grandmother again shushing Olivia back to 
sleep, she looked up again and smiled. He knew what 
she wanted to say, but this time, she just smiled.

----------
    The Thanksgiving weekend continued. His father 
and he talked about finances for a bit and even gave 
Michael an idea how to make a little extra on the side, 
also giving Michael ideas of how to fix up their house 
at little or no cost. After a delicious Thanksgiving 
dinner, more blessings filled Michael’s life as his 
Grandmother handed him money to take Sara for an 
after-Thanksgiving shopping spree. She always told 
Michael that she’d much rather give her money away 
while she was alive and see the smiles it brought than 
to wait until after she died and couldn’t see them. 
Michael and Sara had gotten away for some time to-
gether and had been able to purchase needed items as 
well as some special toys for the upcoming Christmas 
holiday for the children.
     Soon it was time to head home on Sunday af-
ternoon. The weekend had given them much needed 
rest and even extra blessings Michael never anticipat-
ed. The kids were happy and ready for naps as they 
strapped them in the car seats ready to head back 
home. Michael’s Grandmother had come out to the 
doorway of her home to see them off. After strapping 
the children in, Michael went back to the doorway 
and hugged her. “Thanks for a wonderful time,” he 
whispered in her ear as he hugged her. “You’re wel-
come honey. Thanks so much for driving all this way 
to see me again. Are you still drowning?”
    Michael pulled away from the frail old woman and 
smiled, “Yes, but in blessings.” His grandmother pat-
ted his cheek, “I understand. Me too.”

----------
     “Are we almost there yet?” Michael had heard Sara 
say this just two months before. It was hard to believe 
they were making the trip yet again. This time the 
roads were covered in snow, typical for Michigan in 
January. “Almost.” 
    Olivia again started to whimper in the backseat 
as Sara picked up a bottle from the diaper bag at her 
feet. She smiled up at him. “Hard to believe we had 
to come back so soon.”
    Michael nodded as tears filled his eyes. “I know.”
    They’d gotten the call just two days before. He had 
been at work and he sat down upon hearing the news. 
    When they reached his Grandmother’s house, he 
was again met by his parents as they reached for 
the children and rushed them through the cold into 
the house. 

     He stopped at the front door and hugged his father 
to tell him how sorry he was for his loss. “She was an 
amazing woman. I’m so glad you guys came home at 
Thanksgiving time. That was such a blessing to her.”
    Michael shook his head. “The blessing was all 
mine. I hope I never again forget that hardships in life 
will always be here, but counting your blessings is so 
much more fulfilling.”
    “I never heard her say that to you, Michael. Did she 
tell you that at Thanksgiving?”
    Michael nodded, “Nope. That never came out her 
mouth. She just reminded me to not let my blessings 
be drowned out by trials. I will try hard to never let 
that happen again. In memory of her.” 
    Tears filled his father’s eyes, “She could always do 
that so well.”
    “What’s that, Dad?”
    “She always could shine light on something so 
spectacular that you couldn’t see for yourself, but was 
always right in front of you.”
    Michael nodded, “That she could.”

----------
    Elizabeth Wehman is not only the editor of the 
Independent Newspaper, but has also published two 
books entitled, “Under the Windowsill,” as well 
as, “Promise at Daybreak.” Both can be found on 
Amazon.com. She is also working on her third novel, 
“Just a Train Ride,” with a slated publishing date of 
spring 2017. You can find more about her novels at 
www.elizabethwehman.com. 

Easy Taco Casserole
Ingredients:
1 lb. ground beef or turkey 
1/4 cup chopped onion
1/4 cup chopped green pepper
1 envelope taco seasoning
1/2 cup water
1 cup crushed tortilla chips
1 can (16 oz.) refried beans
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese
Toppings: Lettuce, tomatoes, olives, 
sour cream and salsa.

Directions:
Cook beef, onion, and green peppers until done; 
drain.
Stir in taco mix and water until it is thick.
Place chips in greased 8” dish.
In bowl, stir refried beans until smooth.
Put on top of the chips.
Top with beef mixture and cheese.
Bake at 375º for 15-20 min. or until heated through. 
Top with toppings. Enjoy!

Submitted by Cathy Baumgardner, Owosso

Tis the Season to 
Ship Smart

   The holiday season can be hectic, and thanks to that 
sometimes frenetic pace, it can be easy to put things 
on the back burner. While it’s OK to put off some 
things until the holiday season has come and gone, 
shipping gifts to loved ones does not fall into that 
category. Shipping can 
be expensive, especially 
for last-minute shoppers 
who want to ensure their 
gifts arrive in time for the 
holidays. But the follow-
ing are a handful of ways 
to ship smart and save 
both time and money.
H Ship directly to the 
recipient. Last-minute 
shoppers who are buying 
online can save money 
by shipping gifts directly 
to the recipient. While 
shipping directly to the 
recipient may seem less 
personal than sending a 
gift you wrapped your-
self, many online retail-
ers allow shoppers to 

send gift-wrapped items directly to another person. 
Just be sure to have the recipient’s correct address 
when choosing this option.
H Ship early. Waiting to ship all gifts at the same time 
may be more convenient, but it can prove more costly 
as well. If you typically finish your holiday shopping 
just a few days before Christmas, then waiting to ship 
everything will cost more money than shipping gifts

Continued on Page 15

Encouraging Optimal 
Functioning in Spirit, 

Mind & Body

989.723.3807

Kimberly Bowen, RN, BSN
kbowen@whaleo.net

www.welcomehomeassistedliving.net
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 ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Owosso Assembly of God 

1150 N. Shiawassee St., Owosso
989-725-8219

Sunday 11am & 6pm

CATHOLIC
St. Joseph Catholic Church
915 E. Oliver St., Owosso
989-725-5215 • Sat. 4pm 

Sunday 9:30am

St. Paul Catholic Church
111 N. Howell St., Owosso

989-723-4277 • Sat. 5:30pm 
Sunday 8am, 11am

www.stpaulowosso.org

CHURCH OF CHRIST
First Church of Christ

585 E. North St., Owosso
989-725-5039

Worship 10:30am & 6pm Sunday

Owosso Church of Christ
2005 S. M-52, Owosso
Sunday School 9:30am

Sunday Worship 10:30am, 6pm
Pastor Steve Lockwood

CONGREGATIONAL
First Congregational Church, UCC
327 N. Washington St., Owosso
989-723-3010 • Sun. 10:30am

fi rstcongregationalchurchowosso.com

EPISCOPAL 
Christ Episcopal Church

120 Goodhue St. (Fayette Square) 
Owosso

989-723-2495 • Sun. 10:00am

LUTHERAN
St. Philip Lutheran Church (LCMS)

219 W. Oliver St., Owosso
989-723-6238 

Sunday 10am & Wed. 7pm

METHODIST 
Owosso First United 
Methodist Church

1500 N. Water St., Owosso
989-725-2201 • owossofumc.org
Contemporary Worship 9:30 a.m.
Traditional Worship 10:45 a.m.

Nursery services provided

NAZARENE
Owosso First Church 

Of The Nazarene
1865 S. M-52, Owosso

989-723-2229
Early Service 9:00am
2nd Service 10:30am

Classes 9:00am

SEVENTH DAY 
Owosso Church of God

(Seventh Day) 
Spring Vale Academy Campus

4150 S. M-52, Owosso
989-725-2251

Worship Service Sat. 11:30am
Like Us On Facebook

www.cog7owosso.com

WESLEYAN
 Northgate Wesleyan Church

1687 N. M-52, Owosso
989-725-9339

Sunday School 9:30am
Worship Gathering 11am
northgatewesleyan.org
Like Us On Facebook 

Grace Pointe Wesleyan Church
715 S. Washington, Owosso

989-723-5247 • Sun. 9:30am

WORSHIP SERVICES
DIRECTORY

Be a part of the Worship 
Services Directory, 
call 989-723-1118.

1905 W. M-21, Owosso
989-723-7377

Next to The Independent Newsgroup

BIG MONEY 

COMPETITIVE
 PRICES!

Progressive
Jackpot

Friday 6:30pm
Sunday 4:00pm

NEW for Tuesday
• Larger Payouts

• Shorter Program

• Daytime Program 
   Tuesday 
    10:30am

Matthew Grubb, 
Agent

1026 E. Main Street
Owosso, MI 48867

Bus: 989-725-8300
matt.grubb.hqba@statefarm.com

Tis the Season to Ship Smart
Continued from Page 14

as you buy them. The longer you wait to ship gifts, the 
more you can expect to pay if you expect those gifts 
to arrive on time. Shipping gifts as you buy them, es-
pecially if you get much of your shopping done early, 
can save you short-term or overnight shipping fees, 
which can be significant.
H Comparison shop. Much like you can save money 
by comparison shopping for holiday gifts, you can 
save by comparing shipping costs as well. Pack-and-
ship companies compete for consumers’ business 
during the height of the holiday shipping season, so 
compare the costs between the various pack-and-ship 
companies, including the postal service, to see which 
offers the best deal.
H Insure the items you ship. The holiday season is the 
busiest time of year for the pack-and-ship industry. 
While the industry is often remarkably effective at 
delivering gifts intact and on time, items are some-
times lost or damaged. By insuring your packages, 
you’re ensuring you won’t be out of luck should your 
package be lost, damaged or stolen before it reaches 
its destination. HL16A468

Annual Holiday at the 
Shiawassee Art’s Center 

Celebrates 28 Years
       There is something for everyone during 
the Shiawassee Arts Center’s annual Holiday 
at the Center. The public is invited to celebrate 
the season with beautiful decorations, live mu-
sic, food, drinks, and unique art and affordable 
gift items from 90 talented artists. A wide vari-
ety of unique, original works of art from artists 
throughout Michigan and one from even as far 
away as Oregon will be on display and for sale. 
From metal work, sculptures, blown glass, jew-
elry, pottery, encaustic, watercolor, photography, 
oil, acrylic and more this show will have some-
thing for everyone on your shopping list. Visitors 
will be able to enjoy additional shopping through 
our special extended holiday hours from noon to 
5 p.m., Tuesday through Sunday.
   A silent auction with works by Frederick 
Frieseke, Gordon Graham, Peggy Reimel 
Abrams and many more artists will run through 
Dec. 18. Children’s art classes including the 
popular Gingerbread Houses are planned every 
Saturday in addition to a special free children’s 
event on Sunday, Dec. 4, from 2 to 4 p.m. with 
refreshments, music, art activities, book signings 
and a visit by Santa.
     The show continues through Dec. 31. The 
show is sponsored by Memorial Healthcare and 
Schluckebier/Hood Wealth Managment Group 
of Wells Fargo Advisors. Outdoor decorating is 
compliments of Sunburst Gardens.

Santa Coming 
to Lennon

     Santa Claus will arrive on a fire truck on Thursday, 
Dec. 8 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Lennon Village Cafe’. 
The event is free to all. Candy and refreshments will 
be available and guests are encouraged to bring their 
phones and cameras for photos. 
     There will also be a business decorating contest 
and kids and parents are encouraged to walk down-
town and vote for their favorite business. The event 
is sponsored by the Village of Lennon Volunteers, 
Lennon Volunteer Firemen and Lennon Lions. 
Parking is available in the old Corner Bar lot, as well 
as downtown. 

Christmas in the 
Village in Byron

    Downtown Byron will be hosting Santa during 
their “Christmas in the Village” event on Friday, 
Dec. 2. from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Santa will arrive during 
the light parade at 6:30 p.m. Line-up for the parade 
will begin at Byron Elementary at 6:15 p.m. Entries 
are now being sought, those wanting to participate 
may call Beverly at (810) 266-4892. The parade route 
will head up Ann St. to Hamilton and then downtown 
on Saginaw St. and proceed down Maple toward the 
park at the Lighting of the Tree. 
    The Lighting of the Christmas Tree will be held 
at the Byron Sesquicentennial Park immediately fol-
lowing the parade. This is a new event. Horse drawn 
wagon rides are free and will be taking place from 7 
to 9 p.m. and is sponsored by the Byron Chamber of 
Commerce and area business sponsors. 
    Children will be able to see Santa at the Byron 
Masonic Hall from 7 to 9 p.m. Santa will not be on 
the wagon rides as in past years. Free cookies and hot 
cocoa will be served in the basement of the Masonic 
Hall from 7 to 9 p.m. 
     A Luminary Candle Walk will also be throughout 
the Village from 7 to 9 p.m. Craft vendors will be at 
the F. Ruggles Building, (Balanced Body Yoga and 
Massages by Vicki). 
     The Cole Family House and Tree Tour will again 
be held at the home of Bob and Janet Cole, 316 N. 
Saginaw St. on Friday, Dec. 2 and will be open for 
tours to view over 20 decorated Christmas trees 
throughout their historic home from 5 to  8 p.m.  
Admission  is a nonperishable food item(s) or cash to 
be donated to the Byron VFW Auxilary food drive.
     This & That Country Room and The Village 
Framer Annual Open House, 301 N. Church St., is 
on Friday,  Dec. 2 and Saturday, Dec. 3. Raffle tickets 
may be purchased at the This & That Country Room 
for a framed print.

“One of the most glorious messes in the world 
is the mess created in the living room on 

Christmas day. Don’t clean it up too quickly.”
- Andy Rooney

“Mail your packages early so the post office
 can lose them in time for Christmas.”

- Johnny Carson

(Courtesy Photo)

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)
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119 N. Washington St. • Owosso • 725-8450
Hours: Mon-Thur 9:30-6 • Fri 9:30-8 • Sat 9:30-5 • Sun 12-4

www.normhenryshoes.com

Sub-Acute Rehab & Skilled Nursing Facility 

Hazel Findlay is located at 
1101 S. Scott Rd., St. Johns, MI 48879

(989) 224-8936 • www.hazelfi ndlay.com

This & That Country Room
&

The Village Framer
301 N. Church St., Byron • 810-266-5537

Invite You to Join in Celebrating 
25 Years of “Christmas in the Country”
Fri., December 2nd 11am-9pm

(Don’t miss Christmas in the Village 6-9pm)

Sat., December 3rd 11am-5pm
Browse our fabulous array of Christmas décor. Wreaths, 

swags & garlands. Framed Christmas artwork, 
hand painted santas, snowmen & more.

Complimentary Soups, Hot Drinks & Sweet Treats

Purchase a raffle ticket for a chance to win a framed 
Peggy Abrams Santa proceeds help sponsor Byron’s Christmas in Village.

SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE DOOR PRIZE

“Book 
Bundles” with 
Linda Peckins
Read, Discover, 

Explore 

Quiche
Ingredients: 
12 slices of bacon fried (or any choice of meat)
1 cup shredded Swiss cheese (or any kind of cheese)
Veggies of your choice, cut small 
1/3 cup chopped onion 
1 1/2 cup of milk
3/4 cup Bisquick
3 eggs
1/4 tsp. salt
1/8 tsp. pepper

Directions:
In a blender add milk, Bisquick, eggs, salt, pepper, and onion; blend until 
it is smooth.

Grease a 9” pie plate.  
Add veggies of choice, meat and cheese to the bottom of the pie plate.
Pour the blended mixture over the veggies, meat and/or cheese.
Bake at 400º for about 30 min. Time depends on amount in pie plate.
Quiche is done when knife inserted comes out clean.
Let it set for a few minutes before cutting and serving. 

Submitted by Jeannette Smith
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A Short Story by Karen Mead-Elford, special sections editor

             Edna opened the kitchen door only to be blasted by a frigid December 
mix of snow and ice. She squinted, forcing her tired eyes to adjust to the dingy 
illumination of her porch light as it cast lanky shadows across her property at the 
end of Lincoln Avenue. She stood with her bare toes curled as her housecoat tick-
led her ankles, and wondered what had prompted her from sleep in the middle of 
the night. The neighborhood was quiet except for the wind, and at almost eighty, 
Edna was not one to rise from nightmares or even from dreams, as if she ever had 
either these days.
   “Those darn Andersons,” Edna mumbled a few of her favorite cuss words at her 
neighbor’s house, situated just beyond her potting shed and two, decrepit apple 
trees. The Anderson family lived in a 1970s style, suburban ranch with aluminum 
siding in need of paint, and a deck with a dip that suggested rot underneath. Edna 
could clearly recall when the deck was new years ago, and was positive it had 
never seen a coat of sealant. The maintenance of the home was not her current 
concern, though. What caught her attention were the hundreds of Christmas lights 
wrapped haphazardly around bushes, windows, and even along the gutters that 
were still twinkling at 3 a.m. on this Christmas Eve night. 
   Glen Anderson, known to her for his enormous credit card debt since she had 
on occasion received his mail when the postman had accidentally mixed it in with 
hers, had left his holiday lights on all night. Edna could only theorize about her 
neighbor’s debts, choosing to believe he was financially irresponsible.
   Casting a few more descriptive words out the kitchen door, Edna turned to go 
to her bed, but stopped when a shadow darted across her threshold. If she had 
been ten years younger, she might have been startled, but nothing surprised her 

The Porch Light anymore. At some point, possibly after her husband’s death from throat cancer 
in 2006, Edna had stopped being spooked; had stopped feeling almost anything 
accept for the constant comfort of her disdain for the contemporary world. It was 
true she felt contentment when singing in church on Sunday. It was also accurate 
that she enjoyed winning in Bingo at the senior center. Beyond that, Edna ac-
cepted that she was mostly numb inside.
   A shadowy figure curled itself around her ankle, massaging her leg with a fuzzy 
head. A cat had entered her home. Only Edna did not own a cat, had not owned 
a cat for thirty years, and neither did anyone she knew within a couple blocks of 
her home. What was a cat doing out in such weather anyway? Any sensible, feral 
cat would have curled up under a pile of cut wood or found shelter in the shed. 
This cat had happily scampered into her home, completely unconcerned about the 
harsh weather or the intrusion.
   “Hold up,” Edna spoke, shaking her head. “Nope. This is not happening. This 
is not your home. This is my home. I live here by myself, and that is how I like 
it, too.” Even as she was talking, she stooped to gather the animal into her arms, 
though she did not understand why she bothered.
  The cat immediately began to purr. Loudly. Edna stroked the top of the cat’s 
head where stripes formed the letter ‘M’, and was awarded with even more in-
tense purring. Refusing to allow herself even a small smile, Edna stood in her 
kitchen, door still ajar, cuddling the animal in the loose folds of her housecoat.
   “Edna Jean you have lost your ever-gospel mind,” she chided herself. She imag-
ined the silliness of the situation: an old lady awoken in the middle of the night 
for no obvious reason, to be greeted by a stray cat that she should immediately 
shun from her home. Yet, the old lady did not do that. “Christmas is tomorrow, 
you silly old bat, and you have church…” She stopped. It was true. She was plan-
ning on going to church for Christmas, but then what? She did not have plans. She 
would likely come home after the church service, heat a can of Campbell’s on the 
stove, and then remove herself to her recliner 
where she would do her word puzzles and 
watch QVC or the Travel Channel. 
Every holiday was the same for 
Edna. Even when her husband 
was still around, they had never 
made a fuss over a holiday. Sure, 
at Christmas they had celebrated 
by putting up a tree in the corner 
of the living room, out of the way 
of the tv, but that was the extent of 
their decorating.
   The cat twisted to face her, reach-
ing up to bat softly at her chin with one 
paw. She looked down into the animal’s green 
eyes. Green. Her husband’s eyes had been green; not green like the cat’s eyes, 
but green like the dried Rosemary she kept in her spice rack. Her husband’s 
eyes were also the most gentle, kind eyes of anyone she had ever known. For a 

few years when they had been in their twenties, his 
eyes had also been sad when they had come to the 
realization that children were not going to be part 
of their story together. They had moved past that, 
though, when he had brought her home a kitten.
   The memory stirred Edna. They had named the 
kitten Lincoln after the road they lived on, and had 
enjoyed the cat’s companionship for almost twenty 
years. Lincoln had been an indoor pet; cared for, 
played with, and enjoyed by the childless couple. 
They had not treated him like a replacement for 
their lack of children, but he had been a welcome 
part of their lives, nonetheless.
   Without conscious effort, Edna pulled a chair out 
from her dinette table and sat down to stroke her 
furry visitor.
   “Growing up on the farm, my parents would never 
have abided a cat in the house since cats were for 
barns only. Lincoln, though, he’s a special breed

Continued on Page 23
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Winterfest Celebration in Laingsburg
      The Laingsburg Business and Community Association will host their annual 
Winterfest Celebration on Saturday, Dec. 3 from 4 to 8 p.m. Activities include 
horse-drawn wagon rides, children’s games with prizes, ice sculptures, an orna-
ment hunt, sack races, live music, Santa visits, and a pancake eating contest. 
   Town Plaza Games will be held on the corner of Woodbury and Grand River 
from 4 to 5 p.m. with a children’s ornament hunt at 4:30 p.m. 
    The Winterfest Light Parade will be held at 5 p.m. as PJ’s Percherons will lead 
the parade through town and back to McClintock Park. Children are welcome to 
walk in the parade and encouraged to wear reindeer antlers provided for free in-
side Mark’s Food Pride while supplies last. The parade will include horse-drawn 
wagons, antique tractors, Santa and Mrs. Claus, and local organizations and busi-
nesses. To register a parade entry or if you have further questions, please con-
tact Dave Hasselbach (517) 420-6535 or davehasselbach@gmail.com or Cheryl 
Cummings (989) 743-4719. Deadline to enter is Thursday, Dec. 2.
    After the parade there will be a post parade Christmas Tree Lighting as ev-
eryone gathers around the Christmas tree in McClintock Park and watch Santa 
and Mrs. Claus light up the holiday season. Also, Santa and Mrs. Claus will hear 
Christmas wishes from 5:45 to 8 p.m. at the North Pole Winter Wonderland (lo-
cated at the Early Childhood Education Center). Children visiting Santa will then 
have a chance to win prizes at various businesses through town.
     Miller Ice Sculptures will be making holiday design ice sculptures from 4 to 
6 p.m. at the Town Plaza at 4 p.m. and in front of Twilliger’s Tavern at 6 p.m. A 
Holiday Dessert Contest will be held at Boondock’s Saloon & Grill from 4 to 
6 p.m. Guests will be able to bring their favorite holiday dessert for a taste-test-
ing contest. Entries may be dropped off at 3:30 p.m. with judging and awards at 
6 p.m. For more information, interested persons may call (517) 919-6099. 
    A Holiday Marketplace will be held at the Early Childhood Education Center 
from 5 to 8 p.m. as the Laingsburg High School sophomore class offers fun fam-
ily activities. The fundraiser proceeds will go toward upcoming class activities. 
    A chili cookoff will be held at Twilliger’s as guests of the event will be able 
to vote on their favorite chili from 5 to 7 p.m. The winner will be announced at 
7:30 p.m. For more information, interested persons may contact Tim Putnam at 
(517) 651-9911.
    A Pancake Eating Contest will be held at 7 p.m. for adults and children, five 
and older, to see who can eat the most pancakes made by Cinder’s Grill. Contest 
starts at 7 p.m. in front of Cinder’s. Participants will be divided by age groups 
with winners receiving a special prize. 

          MRS. CLAUS hands a treat to a special youngster who came to visit 
Santa during Laingsburg’s Winterfest activities. More than 140 children 
saw the Jolly Old Elf and his favorite sidekick in 2015.
   Santa and Mrs. Claus will be listening to children’s wishes once again 
this year. Children may visit them at the North Pole Winter Wonderland 
(located at the Early Childhood Education Center) from 5:45 to 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, Dec. 3.

(Courtesy Photo)

Welcome to 
Laingsburg

Visit  •   Shop  •  Enjoy

Winterfest 
Light Parade

5 p.m.

Chrismas Tree 
Lighting

After the Parade

Peach Salad
Ingredients: 
1 pkg. graham crackers, crushed
1/2 stick butter, melted
3 tbsp. granulated sugar
8 oz. pkg. cream cheese
1 cup sugar
8 oz. whipped topping
2 (3 oz.) pkgs. peach gelatin
2 cups boiling water
15 oz. can crushed pineapple
29 oz. can peach slices, drained

Directions:
Mix together graham crackers, butter 
and 3 tbsp. granulated sugar. Press into 
bottom of 9”x13” pan.
Cream the cream cheese and 1 cup 
sugar, blend in whipped topping. 
Spread on top of graham cracker crust. 
Refrigerate for 1 hour.
Dissolve gelatin in boiling water, let 
cool a little.
Add pineapple including juice and 
peaches to the gelatin.
Pour over the cream cheese layer.
Refrigerate until ready to serve. Enjoy!

Submitted by Christiana Parthemer, Owosso

Miller Ice 
Sculptures
4-6 p.m.

Chili Cookoff
5-7 p.m.

And More!



Pumpkin Bread
Ingredients: 
3 1/2 cups flour
2 tsp. baking soda
1 1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. cloves
2 tsp. cinnamon
1 tsp. nutmeg
2 cups brown sugar
1 cup granulated sugar
1 cup vegetable oil 
4 eggs
3/4 cup water
2 cups pumpkin
1 cup nuts (optional)

Directions:
Sift dry ingredients three times, 
set aside.
Mix pumpkin, oil and water. 
Add eggs and sugars.
Mix well. Add dry ingredients a 
little at a time, until smooth.
Grease 2 (9”x5”x3”) loaf pans.
Bake at 350º in oven for 1 hr. and 
15 min. or until toothpick comes 
out clean.
Cool before removing from pans

Submitted by Mary M. Byers, 
Corunna
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Chocolate Covered 
Krispies
Ingredients: 
4 Milky Way Candy Bars (2.05 oz.), cut up
3/4 cup butter or margarine, divided
3 cups Kellogg’s Christmas Rice Krispies
1 cup (6 oz.) chocolate semi-sweet chips

Directions:
In microwave melt candy bars and 1/2 cup butter 
until blended.
Stir in cereal and pat into greased 11”x7”x2” pan.
Melt chocolate chips in microwave with remaining 
butter until smooth.
Spread over cereal mixture and refrigerate 
until firm.
Kids will love to help!

Submitted by 
Catherine Baumgardner, Owosso

Baking Tips 
and Facts

• Vanilla is a flavoring 
derived primarily from 
a Mexican species of 
orchid. It was first in-
troduced to Europeans 
in the 1500s. Artificial 
vanilla contains vanil-
lin, which can be pro-
duced synthetically 
from a polymer found 
in wood. Most vanil-
lin is a byproduct of 
papermaking.

• Cinnamon comes 
from the inner bark 
of several trees in the 
genus Cinnamomum. 
Cinnamon is men-
tioned in the Bible 
several times.

“Happy, happy Christmas, that can win us back to the delusions of our 
childhood days, recall to the old man the pleasures of his youth, and 

transport the traveler back to his own fireside and quiet home!
- Charles Dickens
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517-881-9142
Northforkoutback .com

Petting Zoo
Santa

Kids Train Ride
Crafts

Horse Rides

   THE BIGGEST AND BRIGHTEST MOON in 
nearly 70 years made an appearance this month. 
NASA has stated that this ‘supermoon’ won’t be 
seen again until 2034. The phenomenon is creat-
ed by the elliptical lunar orbit and is responsible 
for creating the highest tides of the year.
   The above image was taken early in the morn-
ing on Tuesday, Nov. 15 from a field on Cleveland 
Ave. just west of Owosso when the moon was at 
peak size. The sun was rising in the east, causing 
the golden hue.

(Independent Photo/Karen Mead-Elford)

Louis 
Dressing
Ingredients: 
1 cup salad dressing
1/4 cup catsup
1 tsp. prepared 
   horseradish
2 hard-boiled eggs, 
   chopped fine
chopped onion 
   (optional)
1 tsp. Worcestershire 
   sauce
salt & pepper to taste

Directions:
Mix. Chill. Serve as an 
appetizer dip with veg-
gies or as a dressing on 
a salad. Kids will love 
to help!

Submitted by 
Jeannette Smith

   DOWNTOWN 
CHESANING is al-
ready decked out for 
the upcoming holi-
day season as seen on 
Saturday, Nov. 12.
   Chesaning is a popu-
lar holiday destination 
and will once again be 
featuring the Annual 
Candlelight Walk and 
other seasonal events. 
More on these festivi-
ties are on Page 4.

(Independent Photo/
Kristy Sweers)
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“Moving between the 
legs of tables and of 

chairs, rising or falling, 
grasping at kisses and

 toys, advancing boldly, 
sudden to take alarm, 

retreating to the corner 
of arm and knee, eager 

to be reassured,
 taking pleasure in the 
fragrant brilliance of 
the Christmas tree.” 

- T. S. Eliot


