
Shelly and Nathan 
Allen Named 2015 
Farmer of the Year
See Page 7

Shiawassee Conservation 
District 65th Annual 
Meeting is Feb. 25.

See Page 7
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  Greg Lienau, NRCS Soil Conser-
vation Technician, looks at a water 
control structure that was installed 
through the Environmental Qual-
ity Incentive Program. Drainage 
water management is the process of 
managing the timing and amount 
of water that leaves agricultural 
drainage systems. Managing wa-
ter drainage improves both water 
quality and crop production. For 
more information on water qual-
ity management, plan to attend 
the Conservation District “Farm-
ing for the Future” workshop on 
Wednesday March 2.

Habitat Basics
  Nothing quite compares 
with the experience of 
watching wildlife. Seeing 
deer walk through a field, 
watching an eagle soar 
above you, following a bee 
from flower to flower or 
taking wildlife photographs 
makes us feel more con-
nected to nature. Everyone 
gets some kind of benefit 
from wildlife, and many of 
us want to do something to 
improve the wildlife habi-
tat around them. However, 
sometimes the idea of im-
proving wildlife habitat can 
seem overwhelming – so 
where do you start?
  Habitat is an animal’s 
home. It is where it lives, 
eats, establishes and de-
fends its territory, mates, 
and produces offspring. 
To attract certain animals 
to your property, you will 
need to make it a suitable 
home by providing the four 
components of wildlife 
habitat: food, water, shel-
ter, and space. 
  Food: We have supermar-
kets, wildlife has the land 
– your land and your neigh-
bor’s. Make your land a su-
permarket for wildlife by 
creating food sources and 
enhancing existing sources. 
Some examples include in-
stalling bird feeders, plant-
ing trees, shrubs, crops, 
grass, and flowers. Each 
animal has different food 
source requirements.
  Water: We need water to 
survive, just as every living 
thing does. Wetlands, rivers, 
ponds, creeks, and other wet 
areas on your property can 
be a water source for wild-
life, as well as birdbaths, 
fountains and sprinklers.
  Shelter: Wildlife seek cov-
er for the same reasons we 
do – to protect themselves 
from predators and severe 
weather, and to provide a 
safe place for raising young. 
Examples of shelter include 
dead trees, brush and rock 
piles, dense shrubs, and 
clusters of trees. Different 
animals require different 
shelter types at different 
times of the year. 
  Space: Most of us need a 
little space to live comfort-
ably, and animals are no dif-
ferent. Animals need room 

to roam. Furthermore, the 
arrangement of that space 
is important. For example, 
white tailed deer need one-
square mile of mixed woods 
and openings with young, 
brushy growth. Wild tur-
keys need one to four square 
miles of mixed woods and 
grasslands. Cotton tail rab-
bits require two to six acres 
of brushlands and grass-
lands including cover such 
as hollow logs, low lying ev-
ergreens and brush piles.
  Understanding an ani-
mal’s space needs and how 
your property fits into the 
equation is very important. 
If your property isn’t large 
enough to accommodate 
all habitat components for 
an animal, you will have 
to look at the surrounding 
property. If the surround-
ing area doesn’t meet your 
wildlife habitat goals, con-
sider forming a wildlife co-
operative with your neigh-
bors. A wildlife cooperative 
is a group of people who 
work together to achieve 
wildlife habitat goals. 
  The more you walk your 
land, the better you’ll get to 
know it and its inhabitants. 
Certain plants and animals 
are not visible all year, so 
take time to periodically 
walk your property through-
out each season. Once you 
understand and appreciate 
habitat, you will be able to 
determine what you need 
to do to improve it on your 
property.  
  The Shiawassee Conserva-
tion District offers conserva-
tion planning on properties 
of all sizes. District techni-
cians work with landowners 
to determine what practices 

are needed on their property 
to meet their habitat goals. 
Practices may include grass 
and tree plantings, thinning 
woodlots, and controlling 
invasive species. In many 
cases, financial assistance is 
available to help offset the 
cost of making the habitat 
improvements.

Farming for the Future Workshop
  Farming is a business, and like any business, it is important to stay up to date with the 
latest trends and technologies. The Shiawassee Conservation District is offering a Farm-
ing for the Future Workshop to help stay on top of the agriculture industry’s latest infor-
mation. The workshop will be held Wednesday, March 2 at the Baker College Welcome 
Center in Owosso from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
  The workshop will feature topics that are relevant and of interest to Shiawassee 
County farmers. Christy Sprague, Weed Extension Specialist at MSU Department of 
Crop and Soil Science, will discuss choosing proper herbicides and modes of action to 
avoid herbicide resistance in common weeds. Tom VanWagner, Center of Excellence 
Coordinator at Lenawaee Conservation District will give an in depth presentation on 
drainage water management, including a close look at the steps of developing a drain-
age water management plan.
  Christina Curell, Educator at Michigan State University Extension, will discuss the most 
up to date information on cover crop species, cover crop usage, and soil health. Christina 
spoke at the District’s Conservation on the Farm Field Day last August, and received lots 
of positive feedback. Her discussion will build on her presentation at the field day, and 
on what she knows about Shiawassee County farming trends. Additionally, Conservation 
District and NRCS staff will talk about integrated pest management, the Michigan Agri-
culture Environmental Assurance Program, and Conservation Planning.
  “An important component of conservation planning is education,” states Tom Wert, 
Agricultural Technician at Shiawassee Conservation District. “These workshops are a 
great opportunity for the agricultural community to come together to learn the newest 
information available. It is also a chance to talk and share personal experiences.”
  Attendees will have an opportunity to earn three RUP and a MAEAP Phase 1 credit. 
There is a $10 charge per person which includes lunch and an informational packet. Con-
tact the Shiawassee Conservation District office by February 26 to register.

Maple Rapids
Lumber Mill

Bark • Chips
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

Sat. 8-12
6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.
maplerapidslumber.com

989-682-4225
Evening

989-875-4565

BUYERS 
OF STANDING

TIMBER

Ask about our hardwood fl ooring & trim.

Heritage Tire 

   & Service Center

• Farm & Auto Tire 

  Sales & Service

• Farm Truck Tires 

• Alignments 

• Brake Service

• Oil Changes 

• Shocks/Struts 

• Batteries

• Exhaust Repairs

• Stihl Sales & Service

709 W. Broad, 

Chesaning

989-845-3040

Farm Use (After Hours 

989-274-1580) Hours: Weekdays 8am-5pm

Sat. 8am-1pm, Sun. Closed

www.heritagetireservice.com

Hours: M-F 9am-5pm   Sat. 9am-1pm

Corunna Mills
417 S. Shiawassee St.
Corunna, MI 48817
Phone 989-743-3110

Fax 989-743-6204

Family Owned and Operated
Locally Grown Feeds

Clare • DeWitt • Ionia
989-386-2192    517-669-5533     616-522-1450

cedealer.com

Shiawassee Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice Road, Owosso, MI  48867

(989) 723-8263 ext. 3
www.shiawasseeccd.org

  Shiawassee Conservation District Board of Direc-
tors. Pictured left to right: Tom Braid, Chairman; 
Larry Lee, Treasuer; Duane Leach, Vice Chair; 
Glen Nethaway, Director; Josh Crambell, Direc-
tor.

  Shiawassee Conservation District and Natural Re-
sources Conservation District Staff. Pictured left to 
right: Andrea Wendt, SCD Watershed Technician; 
Danielle Santana, SCD Farm Bill Program Assis-
tant; Tina Tuller, NRCS District Conservationist; 
Michael Marinez, SCD Conservation Specialist; 
Tom Wert, SCD Agricultural Technician; Melissa 
Higbee, SCD Executive Director; Donna Kanan, 
SCD Conservation Specialist; Greg Lienau, NRCS 
Soil Conservation Technician; Michelle Glass, SCD 
Conservation Specialist.
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989-634-5623
989-288-6756
800-337-1633
4786 E. Lansing Rd., Bancroft

• Baler Twine
• Lubricants
• Gasoline

PAUL EARLY
Realtor®

Crop Insurance
AgentMultiple Listing Service

MLS

989-725-1110

civillegroup.com • (989) 277-0338 • pearly@michonline.net

• Farm • Home
• Commercial

• I Represent Sellers
and Buyers

I also sell
CROP INSURANCE 
both Multi-Peril & 

Hail Coverage.
Let me help you 

build the best 
coverage for you! 
Sebenic Insurance 

Agency

 Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work • Preparation for Concrete

    Ron Keck cell 517-896-5261

Holes -n- More -LLC
6 in.   12in.   18in.   24in.   30in.   Holes    Bobcat Service of all Types

 Insured
 “Your hole 

is our goal!”

 Sales • Service • Maintenance
 Commercial, Industrial, Residential, Agricultural
 FIRE EXTINGUISHERS • ALL TYPES
*RECHARGE ON LOCATION
 Dry Chemical, Co2, Clean Agent, Wet Chemical, Etc.
Fire Systems - Wet Chemical / Dry Chemical / Sprinklers
Emergency / Exit Light • Smoke Detectors • Cabinets • Hydrostatic Testing • First Aid

 619 S. Washington St. • Owosso • www.clarkfi reandsafety.com

 *Free Survey
 989-725-7155

 HAVE YOU BEEN INSPECTED?  WE CAN HELP! ONE DAY 
SERVICE

AVAILABLE!

 989-862-5252
7577 N. Hollister Road • Elsie

GREAT 
PRICES ON

STARTING 
AS LOW AS

$3499

NEW 2016 MODELS

FINANICING 
AVAILABLE

  David Mitchell is standing on his new Fuel Contain-
ment Facility that was installed to replace his old fuel 
tanks to address water quality resource concerns. The 
new tanks are double walled, placed on reinforced 
concrete, and sloped to a sand zone area that collects 
any spills that may take place during the filling of 
farm machinery. With the installation of this practice, 
Dave’s farm then became MAEAP verified. Fuel Con-
tainment Facilities are a cost share practice through 
the Environmental Quality Incentive Program through 
the Shiawassee Conservation District office.

  Donna Kanan, SCD Con-
servation Specialist and 
Tina Tuller, NRCS District 
Conservationist are busy 
packing Concolor Fir trans-
plants during the Spring 
Tree Sale. The Conserva-
tion District is taking or-
ders for transplants, seed-
lings and fruit trees now for 
pickup in April. 

  Dave Jacobs stands inside his Agrichemical Handling 
Facility installed this past summer. Pesticides are stored, 
loaded and mixed within the building. If a spill does hap-
pen, the pesticides are captured in the facility and reused. 
Agrichemical Handling Facilities are cost shared to ad-
dress water quality resource concerns through the Shia-
wassee Conservation District office.  

Thursday, February 25, 2016
Doors open at 6:00 pm, Dinner served at 6:30 pm

D’Mar Banquet & Conference Center
1488 N. M-52, Owosso

$15.00 per person
RSVP February 18, 2016

Shiawassee Conservation District (989) 723-8263, x3
Allen Family Farms

will be honored as the 
2015 Conservation Farmer of the Year

Special presentation by Dylan Thomas, 
President of Farmer Veteran Coalition of Michigan

Controlled Traffic System
  Controlled traffic system is the practice of running farm 
machinery over the same paths in the field, from event to 
event and year to year, so that compaction resulting from 
such passes will be confined to the smallest possible pro-
portion of the field. It can improve profitability and sus-
tainability for the farming operation. This practice is one 
of the enhancements that has been available to producers 
who are enrolling in the Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSP) offered by the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS).
  Key points to consider if you are thinking of incorporat-
ing this practice into your farming operation include:
1. A controlled traffic farming system alleviates soil com-
paction constraints. It can deliver unique operating effi-
ciencies and agronomic opportunities.
2. Crops are typically higher yielding and are more resil-
ient in very wet or very dry seasons than those with less 
controlled cropping traffic.
3. In the absence of subsoil constraints, this system can 
deliver better water use and fertilizer use efficiencies.
4. Costs of conversion depend on how well current ma-

chinery fits, the duration 
of a transition plan and the 
capacity to accommodate 
existing machinery con-
figurations.
5. Soils may leach fewer 
nutrients into groundwater, 
have less erosion, better 
infiltration, increased root 
growth and more controlled 
runoff and fewer green-
house gas emissions.
  Possible benefits that 
may occur when using a 
controlled traffic system 
include:
1. Increase in profit and less 
financial risk than uncon-
trolled traffic systems, es-
pecially in very wet or  very 
dry systems.
2. Healthier soils and less 
erodible landscapes.
3. Increase in efficiency and 
effective use of our natural 
resources and inputs such 
as fuel and fertilizer.
4. Effective solutions to 
current and future produc-
tivity and sustainability, ad-
aptation to climate change, 
reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Continued on Page 12

 LABOR AUCTION 
March 15, 2016

7:30pm
Corunna High School Gym

Celebrating 59 Years
1957-2016

 Corunna 
FFA
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 Student Volunteer - 8 Hours to Highest Bidder
Buyers have one year to use workers. Money raised help send

FFA members to leadership conferences/conventions.

 BYRON FFA 
WORK AUCTION
 – Tim Narhi Auctioneer & Associates –

Wed.,  March 23 • 7:00pm
Byron High School Cafeteria

Pick up dates and times
Thursday, April 14th, 9am-7pm

Friday, April 15th, 9am-4pm
Orders can be picked up at the 

Shiawassee County Fairgrounds 
Draft Horse Barn

2900 E. Hibbard Rd., Corunna

We do not guarantee survival. Our liability ceases when seedlings 
are picked up. It is unlawful for these trees, shrubs and other 

plants to be resold with the roots attached in accordance with the 
insect Pest and Plant Disease Act. PA 189 of 1981 as amended.

FinAl DATe To orDer

APril 1, 2016

Payments can be made 
in cash, check, or 
Visa/MasterCard

* Requires cross pollination - Cross pollination is key 
to a good fruit crop for many apple and pear varieties. At 
least two varieties of the same type of fruit are needed.

      Age definitions
P-2: 3 years old, one year grown in plug 
container and two years in transplant bed
2-2: 4 years old, two years grown in seedling 
bed and two years in transplant bed
1-0: 1 year old, one year grown in seedling bed
2-0: 2 years old, two years grown in seedling bed
3-0: 3 years old, three years grown in seedling bed

  Low residue disturbance injection equipment being used 
by Braid Farms. By injecting manure, nutrients are in-
jected where runoff and nitrogen loss are far less than 
when manure is surface applied. Low residue disturbance 
injection equipment have opened the door for no till farm-
ers to reap the benefits of not losing nutrients. Nutrient 
runoff is not only bad for the environment, but also adds 
cost when the nutrients are washed away.

Larry Lee, SCD Treasurer has been planting cover 
crops for more than 15 years on his Sciota Township 
farm. This fall he brought some of his tillage radish 
to the District office to show Tina Tuller, NRCS Dis-
trict Conservationist. Radish used as a cover crop can 
break up compaction in the field, builds soil tilth, and 
reduce erosion.
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2021 E. Main St. Owosso

989-725-7117
www.jacobsinsurance.com

       Serving Your ....
• Farm Owners Insurance

• Crop Insurance
             ... Needs   

(Deadline is 
March 15, 2016)

DEWEY’S TRADING POST
104 S. Maple Ave., Maple Rapids • 989-682-4158

Monday-Saturday: 8am-7pm, Closed Sunday
WIC • Bridge Card • Visa • MasterCard • Discover • American Express

Debit Card & Chamber Bucks Gift Certifi cates

Variety of Frozen Fish
Homemade Smoked Sausages

Boneless & Breaded Pork
USDA Choice Steak

Fresh Ground Hamburger
Deli Meats & Cheese

Bulk Dry Goods
German Bologna 

Meat Bundles consist of 
Chicken, Beef, Pork, Hot Dogs

35#, 40#, 45#, 50#, 55#

Call us for specifi c bundle 
contents. Please Order Meat 
Bundles 24 Hour in Advance

Fresh, Frozen 
Meat Bundles

NEW-USED-REBUILT
Tractor Parts & Repair

6990 W. M21, Owosso • 989-729-6567 • 1-888-530-4554
www.owossotractorparts.com

Mackinac Bridge Antique Tractor 
Crossing • Sept. 9, 2016

Ovid Elsie FFA
Invites You

February 27
The 13th Annual 

FFA Rabbit Hunt
FOR MORE INFORMATION

Contact Ms. Tracey Hoffman at 989-2271 Ext. 1611
tracey.hoffman@ovidelsie.org

Septic System Assistance Offered
  The way we have treated our household waste has evolved 
greatly over the years. Beginning with an old style out-
house to a sophistically designed septic system, the goal 
has been the same, get rid of the dirty water with ease. If it 
were not for the invention of a septic system, we might still 
be funneling our sewage to our nearby rivers and creeks. 
We have come a long way since then, and for good reason, 
to protect the environment and our health.  
  The septic tank design was patented in 1881 and sys-
tems started appearing throughout the US shortly after. 
Systems became cheaper and more commonplace during 
the post-WWII economic boom. Today, if your home is 
not connected to a city sanitary sewer system, your waste-
water is likely treated by a septic system.  
  In the Holly Drain Watershed in Shiawassee County, bac-
teria from human waste has been found in the water. Hu-
man waste contains E. coli bacteria and other pathogens 
that are harmful to human health and the environment. In 
fact, new research shows there are strains of E. coli found 
to be resistant to antibiotics. This means that an infection 
caused by this type of E. coli cannot be treated medically. 
Furthermore, it has been found that E. coli can survive in 
streambed sediment for months. The combination of these 
two findings makes the occurrence of human waste in our 
water that much more dangerous.
  Failing septic systems contribute to the problem of hu-
man waste in the water. Septic systems do not last forever 
and require regular maintenance. Pumping your septic 
tank every 3 to 5 years is the best way to ensure your sys-
tem functions properly. In areas with heavy soils with a 
shallow water table, raised “mound” systems are recom-
mended. The mound allows for more filtration and break-
down of bacteria by the soil microbes.  
  To help homeowners with their septic system needs, the 
Conservation District offers the Septic System Assistance 
Program. For qualifying homeowners in the Holly Drain 
Watershed, this District program pays most of the costs to 
replace a failing septic system. If your system is not failing, 
the program pays a portion to inspect and pump your septic 
tank. To date, 23 homeowners in the Holly Drain Watershed 
have already taken advantage of this excellent program.  
  The process is simple and involves a confidential home 
environmental risk assessment with the Conservation 
District and system inspection by the Shiawassee County 
Health Department. To learn more contact the Conserva-
tion District at 989-723-8263, ext. 3.

  A homeowner in the Holly 
Drain Watershed had her 
septic system inspected and 
septic tank pumped this 
summer through the Dis-
trict’s Septic System Assis-
tance Program.  She is one of 
21 who have already taken 
advantage of this cost-share 
program helping homeown-
ers help their watershed one 
septic at a time.

Conservation Partner award 
  In 2013, the Shiawassee Conservation District launched 
the Septic System Assistance Program, designed to help 
homeowners with their septic system needs. This pro-
gram offers financial assistance to homeowners to replace 
failing septic systems in portions of Shiawassee County.  
From the start, the Conservation District turned to the lo-
cal experts at the Shiawassee County Health Department 
to help develop the program.
  The Shiawassee County Health Department was more 
than happy to offer their assistance to set up the program.  
Casey Elliott, who has been a Registered Sanitarian at the 
Health Department for over 11 years, spent considerable 
time working and meeting with the District to help set up 
the program. He also works daily, promoting and imple-
menting the program. 
  After the initial visit with the Conservation District, ho-
meowners are directed to contact the Health Department 
to inspect their septic system to determine if it is failing.  

This task takes experience and expertise. Casey has con-
ducted almost all of the inspections and provided letters 
for each failing system, recommending replacement. 
  If a septic system is not found to be failing, the hom-
eowner still benefits from the program. Not only do they 
gain the peace of mind knowing that their system is func-
tioning correctly, but they can also receive funds to have 
their septic tank pumped. During the pumping, a repre-
sentative from the Health Department must be present.  In 
all cases, Casey has been that representative. 
  The Health Department frequently gets calls from ho-
meowners about their septic systems. Casey immediately 
directs homeowners in the program area to the Conserva-
tion District to determine eligibility for the program. Ad-
ditionally, his contributions to the District’s Septic Sys-
tem Assistance Program have aided in the development of 
similar programs in other parts of the State.
  “The Septic System Assistance Program represents a true 
partnership between two local agencies. The Conservation 
District administers the program and the Health Department 
provides technical support,” states Melissa Higbee, Shiawas-
see Conservation District Executive Director. “I am confi-
dent that this program would not be nearly as successful 
without Casey’s assistance. He has gone above and beyond 
to help the Conservation District and homeowners.”
  In addition, Casey has assisted with other Conservation 
District watershed programs. He helped with water qual-
ity monitoring and during scent-trained canine wastewa-
ter investigations in several areas of Shiawassee County.  
“He helped us out immensely when we were in a bind 
and needed someone to collect water samples for us,” 
states Andrea Wendt, District Watershed Technician.  “A 
month’s worth of data collection would have been lost 
without his assistance.”
  Casey also serves as a committee member for two wa-
tershed steering committees that the District has formed.  
He provides direction on where the District should focus 
efforts in watershed planning based on his expertise. 
  Casey, a former Conservation District employee, knows 
the importance of a District’s role as a local provider of 
natural resource management services. He readily advo-
cates for Conservation Districts and his assistance over 
the years has helped Shiawassee County residents greatly 
with natural resource conservation. 
  For these reasons, the Shiawassee Conservation District 
nominated Casey for the Friend of Conservation award at 
the Michigan Association of Conservation Districts Annu-
al Meeting last fall. The District will be presenting Casey 

with the Conservation Part-
ner Award at the upcoming 
Shiawassee Conservation 
District Annual Meeting.  
The Annual Meeting will 
be held on February 25 at 
the D’Mar Banquet & Con-
ference Center. For more 
information, or to register 
for the event, contact the 
Conservation District.

Incumbent Duane Leach 
Running For Re-election

  Duane Leach, a resident of Bennington Township, is running unopposed for 
re-election for a seat on the Shiawassee Conservation District board. He has been a Shia-
wassee Conservation District board member since 2004. Duane is employed by Wash-
burn Seed LLC as a Pioneer Seed representative.
  Duane operates Leach Farms, which consists of a cow/calf beef herd and row crop 

farming. Duane practices conservation tillage on the ap-
proximately 950 acres he farms, raising corn, soybeans, 
alfalfa and wheat.  

STIHL quality at an incredible low price!

S&K FARM & YARD
“Between The Two Hibbard Roads”
3249 S. M-52 • 989-723-2369

Locally Owned & Operated
WHERE PARTS & SERVICE COUNT!

STIHL MS170 16” Chain Saw
• 30cc • 1.8 ci
• “Best Value” Home
    Mechanix Magazine
• Lightweight - only 8.6 lbs.

Firewood 
For Sale

SPRING LUBE SALE
Stechschulte Gas & Oil Co. Inc.

Locally Owned - Serving The Community Since 1960!

For Fuel & Lubes:
Stechschulte Gas & Oil
917 E. Main St., Owosso

989-723-8831

For Lubes & Parts:
D&D Truck Trailer Parts
105 N. Brady St., Corunna

989-743-5707
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  Cover crops do work! 
Melissa Higbee, SCD Ex-
ecutive Director and Tom 
Braid, SCD Chairman 

are in a field that had 
cover crops planted after 
manure was injected. You 
may notice where Me-

lissa is kneeling, the cov-
er crops have a greener, 
lush appearance. Where 
Tom Braid is kneeling, 
no manure was applied, 
and the cover crops have 
more of a pale green col-
or to them. Cover Crops 
have many purposes in-
cluding reducing soil ero-
sion and absorbing and 
holding nutrients so they 
don’t leach through the 
soil and out of the root 
zone. Cover crops are cost 
shared through the Envi-
ronmental Quality Incen-
tive Program.

DURAND MEAT PROCESSING, INC.

  Home Freezer Meats
 Custom Slaughtering
 Complete Cutting
 Wrapping & Freezing
 Meat by the 1/4 & 1/2

★

★

★

★

★

Pork Also
Available

6358 S. Reed Road, Durand • (989) 288-3403

Call On Us For:
KENT FEEDS

You must be satisfied with any KENT product 
or your money will be refunded.

• Grains • Feed • Seeds • Pet Food & Supplies
    • Chemical • Fertilizer • Caged Bird Feed

125 N. Main • Ovid • 989-834-2282
GUARANTEED

BYWATER’S
Outdoor Power Equipment 

SALES • SERVICE & PARTS
Pickup & Delivery Available

AUTHORIZED BRIGGS & STRATTON AND
KAWASAKI ENGINE PARTS DEALER

9055 E. M-21 • Ovid, MI 48866

(989) 834-5511

Chesaning FFA 
38th Annual 

Membership 
Auction

Tuesday, March 8, 7pm
For more information contact Jerry Kovach 989-845-2040

The Schluckebier/Hood Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
201 N. Washington St., Owosso, MI  48867   |   1-800-725-8131

www.advisingfarmfamilies.com

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer 
and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC-Insured    NO Bank Guarantee    MAY Lose Value #0115-05966

If your current financial advisor doesn't know the difference between a bale 
of straw or hay, give us a call. We understand your business and will develop 
a plan to help preserve your legacy. The Schluckebier/Hood Wealth 
Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors has been advising farm 
families throughout Michigan for more than 30 years. Our knowledge of the 
needs of farm families, combined with a hands-on approach to investing, 
have been a welcome change for our clients. And they can be for you too.

• Legacy/succession planning
• Retirement plans & roll-overs
• Strategies designed to help preserve accumulated wealth
• Investment management

Advising farm families for

more than 30 years

M-52, Chesaning, MI
989-845-3033 • Family Owned Since 1979

F-150 4x4   BUILT FORD TOUGH

200 W. Exchange St., Owosso, MI 48867
989-725-7134

 PERRY FFA
 24th Annual

 Farm Toy & Craft Show
 PERRY HIGH SCHOOL

 Saturday, March 19 • 8:30am-2:30pm

 Admission: $2.00 - Under 12 Free
 FREE Kids Pedal Pull 10am-12noon Ages 4-10

Pork Roast & Concession Stand
For more info, contact Brian Kiesling at 517-625-0030

  Example of the “Class-
room Watershed” Ms. 
VanOrder’s class puts to-
gether to learn the con-
cepts of conservation and 
watersheds. In this model, 
the students show nonpoint 
source pollution from ur-
ban and agricultural areas. 
Nonpoint source pollution 
is caused by rainfall and 
snowmelt moving over and 
through the ground.

Conservation Educator 
Lisa VanOrder, Perry Middle School
  Being an educator takes commitment, patience, creativi-
ty, and knowledge. Teaching science to middle school stu-
dents is especially challenging. There are many aspects to 
cover and facets to discuss. One such subject is conserva-
tion of our natural resources, which is a difficult concept 
for some students to understand. Lisa VanOrder at Perry 
Middle School makes the effort year after year to focus on 
conservation. She actively includes watersheds, pollution 
sources, Best Management Practices, and conservation 
measures in her curriculum.  
  For the past five years, Lisa has invited the Shiawassee 
Conservation District into her classroom to present using vi-
sual demonstration tools on watershed conservation topics. 
She then takes that information and expands on it to teach 
an entire unit on the subject. The unit consists of the students 
creating their own “classroom watershed” based on the pre-
sentation given by the Conservation District. In this class-
room watershed, students identify point and nonpoint source 
pollutants in different land uses and locate places where 
conservation measures would alleviate watershed pollution. 
She truly goes above and beyond to help students understand 
conservation of our natural resources.
  Ms. VanOrder’s students are primed to become lead-
ers in conservation. Through the conservation education 
they learn in her classroom, students develop the critical 
thinking skills they need to understand the complexities 
of ecological problems. Conservation education also en-
courages people to act on their own to conserve natural re-
sources and use them in a responsible manner by making 
informed resource decisions. When Ms. VanOrder’s stu-
dents leave the classroom, they are able to understand and 
appreciate our natural resources, and have learned how 
to conserve those resources 
for future generations. For 
these reasons, the Shiawas-
see Conservation District 
names Ms. Lisa VanOrder 
the 2015 Conservation Edu-
cator of the Year.

Go native: LandsCaPe with native PLants
  Imagine a beautiful landscape in your yard that you didn’t have to spend much time or 
money watering and fertilizing. Plants that could stand up to our seasons and better resist 
pests. You can achieve these benefits and more by planting native plants. 
  Native plants are available in a wide variety of sizes, flower color, and bloom periods. 
They can be trees, shrubs, flowers, grasses, or ground covers. Many native plants have 
very showy flowers, abundant fruits and seeds, and brilliant fall foliage. These charac-
teristics add beauty to our landscape and give joy and a feeling of closeness to nature. 
Native plants also benefit the environment in countless ways, including protecting water 
quality, improving soil health, and keeping the air we breathe clean. In addition, they 
provide food and shelter for bees, butterflies, birds, rabbits, and other local wildlife. 
  Many people know that planting native plants is beneficial, however they may not know 
where to start when it comes to planting them in their landscape. To help, the Shiawassee 
Conservation District is offering a Native Plant Workshop on Saturday March 19. Vern 
Stephens, retired Grasslands Specialist with the Department of Natural Resources and 
owner of Designs by Nature will discuss the steps to designing and maintaining a native 
garden on your property. There will be an opportunity to pre-order native plants that will 
be available for pick up in May as well.
  The workshop will be from 10 a.m - noon at the Shia-
wassee County Fair Grounds Community Center. There 
is a $5 registration fee per person to attend, which in-
cludes light refreshments and informational materials. 
Space is limited, contact the Shiawassee Conservation 
District by March 15 to register.

A turtle was caught sunbathing by 
Shiawassee Conservation District staff 
while walking the drains in the Mi-
steguay and Looking Glass River Wa-
tersheds. These watersheds are being 
inventoried as part of the District’s wa-
tershed management plan program.

1900 S. Morrice Road
Owosso, MI  48867

(989) 723-8263 ext. 3
www.shiawasseeccd.org
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5154 E. M-21, Corunna, MI 48817 • (989) 743-1305
www.agprofarmservice.com

� AgroLiquid Fertilizer
� Soil Sampling
� Recommendations
� Custom Application
� Stine Corn & Soybeans

� Enduraplas Tanks & 
Nurse Trailers

� Gypsoil Brand Gypsum
� Dairyland Forages
� America’s Best Alfalfa

Your Complete Building CenterBUILDING SUPPLIES FOR EVERY NEED

Looking 
To Build 
A New 

Pole Barn? 
We Have 

Them With 
All Of The 

Accessories!

211 S. Elm St., Owosso ~ 989-723-6751

• Sliding Doors & A Complete Stock 
  of Cannon Ball Hardware

• Wayne Dalton 
   Overhead Doors

Applebee Oil 
& Propane

Volume 
Discounts 
On Farm 

Fuels
• SOY-DIESEL

• ETHANOL FREE 90 OCTANE RECREATIONAL GASOLINE

108 Mill St., Ovid • 989-834-2828 or 800-882-0876

  2015 CONSERVATION Farmer of the Year Nathan 
and Shelly Allen, Allen Family Farms, are pictured here, 
along with their daughter Audrey, in front of the sign stat-
ing that their farm is verified in the Michigan Agriculture 
Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP).

(Independent Photo/MELISSA SHEPARD)  

2015 Conservation 
Farmer of the Year

By Melissa Shepard, associate editor

 The Shiawassee Conservation District has awarded the 
2015 Conservation Farmer of the Year to Nathan and Shelly 
Allen, Allen Family Farms, of Fairfield Township. Nathan 
said, “We are honored to be awarded this for using the prac-
tices of conservation to save our land and help our envi-
ronment. And maybe we can give the land to our daughter 
someday in case she wants to continue farming. It’s about 
trying to make it better for her and the next generation.”
  They will be honored at the Shiawassee Conservation 
District Annual Meeting Thursday, Feb. 25.
  This husband-wife duo farms around 320 acres, most 
of which they own, but some that they rent. Occasionally 
Nathan’s dad can be seen on the tractor helping out, but 
most of the time it is just Nathan and Shelly running the 
farm. They also have around 20 brood beef cows.
Nathan is a 2002 Ovid-Elsie High School graduate. He 
attended Baker College and works full-time at Michi-
gan State University Veterinarian Clinic, doing building 
maintenance. Growing up, his dad had 80 acres of land 
that he used to raise hay.   
  Shelly is a 2003 Ovid-Elsie High School graduate and a 
2010 Baker College graduate. She is a stay at home mom 
and helps Nathan on the farm. Growing up, her family, the 
Shafers, had a dairy farm in Fairfield Township. Now they 
concentrate on cash crops.
  Both Nathan and Shelly grew up helping on the farm. 
Nathan not only helped out his father, but also helped out 
at the Shafer farm.
  The Allen’s bought their farm nine years ago from the 
Darling family. Nathan worked for the Darling family for 
a little while before buying the farm.
  The Allen farm produces a crop rotation of corn, soy-
beans and alfalfa using no-till farming. No-till farming 
(also called zero tillage or direct drilling) is a way of 
growing crops from year to year without disturbing the 
soil through tillage. It increases the amount of water that 
infiltrates into the soil and increases organic matter reten-
tion and cycling of nutrients in the soil.
  Also on the list of conservation practices they use are cover 
crops, variable rate fertilizer application, filter strips, a nu-
trient management plan for both fertilizers and manure, ro-
tational grazing for their cattle and grid sampling for soil. 
  The Allen’s are very proud of the fact that they are 

MAEAP verified in the Farmstead, Cropping and Live-
stock systems. Being MAEAP verified indicates the 
farm has taken steps to address potential environmental 
risks and is in conformance with the Michigan Right to 
Farm Law. To become MAEAP verified, farmers must 
complete three comprehensive steps: attend an educa-
tion seminar, complete a thorough on-farm risk assess-
ment, and develop and implement an improvement action 
plan addressing potential environmental risks. In order to 
obtain MAEAP verification, the Allen’s installed a solid 
manure storage facility and roof gutters on their barn to 
reduce the amount of water flowing into the cattle lot. In 
addition, they installed a fueling pad for all fuel transfers 
on the farm. There are currently 53 farms in Shiawassee 
County MAEAP verified. 
  The Allen’s are also very involved with Shiawassee 
County Farm Bureau. Nathan previously served on the 
Board of Directors for six years, while Shelly has been 
on the Board of Directors for three years. She is also the 
Young Farmers Committee Chairperson.
  In fact, they hosted an Agricultural Day through the Shi-
awassee Conservation District and Farm Bureau at their 
farm in September. Area farmers and the general public 
were able to visit four different stations and learn about 
different conservation practices. Nathan said, “I believe 
we were picked to host the event because of our manure 
storage barn, it’s a relatively new practice.”

  The Shiawassee Conservation District partnered with the 
Shiawassee County Farm Bureau to offer the “Conserva-
tion on the Farm” field day program. The event was held 
at Allen Family Farms in Fairfield Township on Septem-
ber 17. Featured topics included drones for agriculture, 
drainage water management, and cover crops.

Hunter Access 
Program

  The Hunting Access Program 
(HAP) is a voluntary land leasing 
program. The Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) leases land from 
private landowners (up to $25 per 

acre) to provide additional hunting 
areas. Private landowners determine 
if all hunters or youth and apprentice 
hunters only may hunt on their prop-
erty. They also determine if hunters 
may harvest deer only, turkey only, 
small game only, all legal species, 
or a combination of any of these op-
tions. Property owners can also de-

termine the maximum number of 
hunters allowed on their land at any 
one time. HAP lands can only be 
used for hunting purposes by mem-
bers of the public; no other activities 
are permissible. Contact the Shiawas-
see Conservation District if you are 
interested in enrolling land into HAP, 
or for a listing of HAP lands. 

Veteran Farmer Coalition of Michigan 
to be Featured at 66th Annual Meeting
  The Shiawassee Conservation District will hold its 66th 
Annual Meeting on Thursday, February 25, 2016. The event 
will be held at the D’Mar Conference Center in Owosso, 
and it will begin with dinner served at 6:30 p.m. Pre-regis-
tration is required, and the cost is $15 per person.
  This event is a celebration of the many accomplishments 
made by the District and the Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS). It is also a chance to recognize 
the conservation accomplishments made by Shiawassee 
County residents and officials in partnership with the 
Shiawassee Conservation District. “We work hard every 
day to assist Shiawassee County landowners to put con-
servation on the land,” states Melissa Higbee, Shiawassee 
Conservation Executive Director.  “We wouldn’t be able to 
do that without the support of our locally elected officials 
and county residents.”
  Recognition will be given to Shiawassee County farms 
who achieved Michigan Agriculture Environmental As-
surance Program (MAEAP) verification, including J 
Birchmeier Farms, Allen Family Farms, Michael Ben-
jamin, Braid Farms, Freeman Farms, Brian Jacobs, 

Continued on Page 11

Since 1893 
MR. HAIL IS COMING
There’s one thing we know.

It’s senseless to lose what you have worked to grow.

 FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL
989-868-4722 • 1-800-345-SAHR

Check out our web page: 
sahrcropinsurance.com • email: sahrcrop@sahrcropinsurance.com

Crop Insurance Specialists. Service is done on your farm.
Ask for Agents Michael, Ron, Sandy, Dan, Bee, 

Bernie, Aaron, Dave, Gary, Duane, Amy and John.

 SAHR CROP INSURANCE AGENCY
9839 Saginaw St., Reese, MI
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Ziola Farms

Custom Field Tiling
GPS Controlled

FREE ESTIMATES
Quality & Precision in every foot!

Gene Ziola 989-245-1426
Jeramie Ziola 989-798-4889

  Donna Kanan, SCD Conservation Specialist received 
the 2015 Technician of the Year from the Michigan As-
sociation of Conservation District Employees. She was 
honored with the award during the Michigan Associa-
tion of Conservation Districts annual conference for her 
outstanding dedication and valuable contributions to 
the Shiawassee Conservation District. She received her 
award from Sherry Blaszak, Michigan Association of 
Conservation District Employees Board Member. 

Did You Know?
It is recommended 
that you clean your 
septic tank every 
2-3 years for a 
family of four. 

SLOAN’S SEPTIC TANK SERVICE 
6453 N. Williamston Rd., Perry • 517-655-1632

Family Owned & Operated Over 60 Years

Sloan Septic

Conservation Planning: Your Farm, Your Plan
  A conservation plan is a record of management options 
for your property. It is specific to your land and designed 
to find a balance between the environment, profits, and 
productivity. Developing a conservation plan is the first 
step to managing your land’s natural resources. 
  The Shiawassee Conservation District and Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service work one-on-one with 
landowners to develop conservation plans. Each plan is 
tailored to meet the landowners’ needs and describes a 
step-by-step roadmap for achieving your natural resource 
goals. The plan defines conservation practices to help ad-
dress problems such as erosion, water quality, poor wild-
life habitat, or invasive species. It describes specific in-
formation, including placement, timing, instructions, and 
maintenance for each practice. The District provides this 
free conservation planning assistance to help landowners 
like you make well-informed conservation decisions. 
  Conservation planning is confidential and begins by iden-
tifying land issues and objectives. The planner will tour the 
property with you to examine concerns and point out areas 
for possible improvement. Your current land use, future 
plans, and economic goals are important to deciding what 
goes in the plan.  How the area will be used in the short and 
long term and family considerations may affect the objec-
tives of your plan.
  The planner will analyze 
the information gathered 
and prepare a scenario to 
meet your goals. Together, 
you will evaluate the sce-
nario, taking a close look at 
effects to natural resources, 
maintenance needs, and fi-
nancial considerations.
  “Each conservation plan is 
unique. It is a ‘living docu-
ment’, meaning that it chang-
es as needs change,” states 
Donna Kanan, Shiawassee 
Conservation District Con-
servation Specialist. “Re-
member, the final decisions 
in your plan are yours. It is a 
record of your objectives and 
management decisions.” 
  Healthy land is important 
for agriculture, environmen-
tal quality, and a healthy 
community. Contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation 
District for help in develop-
ing your conservation plan.

Emergency Tubes con-
tain the farms Emergency 
Plan, including building 
locations, chemical/fertil-
izer storage, sources of 
water, location of livestock 
and machinery, electrical  
breakers, land features, 
and fire concerns such as 
fuel tanks and compressed 
gas. The weather resistant 
tube must be clearly visible 
to emergency crews enter-
ing your farmstead.

Emergency Planning on the Farm 
– For Yourself and Others
  All farm owners should develop an emergency plan to help ensure the safety of the first 
responders, minimize property damage, protect family members and employees, and to 
protect the environment. Farms in Shiawassee County have materials such as pesticides, 
fertilizer or fuel, that can be potentially harmful to people and the environment. To protect 
yourself and your family, it is important to consider developing a farm emergency plan. 
  Many farms have worked with the Shiawassee Conservation District to develop a farm 
emergency plan. Farms who have developed a plan may have an emergency tube located on 
site to assist first responders in the event of an emergency. The tube contains important infor-
mation, such as a location map of the hazardous materials, location of wells, and emergency 
contact numbers for the first responders, should they ever need to be on the farm site.
  The Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) can also assist with these emergency 
plans. The LEPC is interested in identifying and assisting farmers and agribusinesses that use 
anhydrous ammonia or other extremely hazardous substances. They want to develop emer-
gency plans for your safety, the safety of first responders, and the general public. Anhydrous 
ammonia can be extremely dangerous to human health. The LEPC is focusing on anhydrous 
ammonia because of its use in the farming community. 
  If you have 500 pounds (approximately 91 gallons) of anhydrous ammonia either stored 
on site or delivered for immediate application, you are required to contact the LEPC and 
inform them. If you develop an emergency plan, including the location of such materials 
and share it with the LEPC, you are way ahead of the game! If not, consider developing a 
plan through a Farm-A-Syst evaluation with the Shiawassee Conservation District. They 
can provide the LEPC with this vital information (with your permission) or contact the 
LEPC directly and they will assist in the development of 
an emergency plan.
  Contact the Shiawassee Conservation District to begin 
developing your farm emergency plan today. It will benefit 
you, your family, your business, and the community. 

Forestry assistanCe
By Bill Cook, MSU Extension Forester/Biologist

  Forest ecology and management are more complicated 
than what many people might think. Hiring a professional 
forester to assist with management and other forest ac-
tivities will better achieve desired outcomes and prevent 
many pitfalls.  
  The timber in a family woodland can easily be worth 
tens of thousands of dollars; comparable to investments in 
a home, a set of vehicles, or a retirement portfolio. Many 
people will seek professional assistance with their high 
value assets. Why not with timber?  

Continued on Page 12

www.greenstonefcs.com
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Crop Production Services supports farmers and conservation practices! 
Better yield. Better crop quality. You’ll see the results at harvest.

• ESN has a unique polymer coating allows you to apply ESN granules at up to 3 times the 
  normal seed safe rate of urea at planting.
• ESN is Smart Nitrogen. By greatly reducing leaching, volatilization and denitrifi cation, ESN 
   protects the surrounding environment.
• Both ESN and Instinct use the same technology that protects the environment also protects 
  your investment. By drastically reducing N loss, you get more of the nitrogen you pay for.
• Instinct provides maximum application timing fl exibility via an encapsulated formulation that   
  remains stable on the soil surface for up to 10 days.

450 S. West St.
Henderson, MI 48841

(989) 725-7933

Contact your local Crop Production Services retailer for more details!
Please like us on Facebook and visit our website www.cpsagu.com!

Give us a try and fi nd out why thousands across Michigan and 
beyond are using our site to buy & sell their equipment!

NOTE: Consign your items now to be included in the earliest possible advertising and 
to be listed on our website for Immediate Exposure! If you have enough equipment, you 
may want to consider your own online auction. Call now for a FREE consultation.

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED
Statewide Farm and Construction Equip. Online Auction

@ www.BidNow.us
CALL NOW TO LIST YOUR EQUIPMENT

WE HAVE THE FUEL 
For All Your Farming Needs!
• Gas • Diesel • Off Road Diesel

We Even Repair Tires on Farm Equipment, 
Skid Steers,  Lawn & Garden, etc.
See Us For All Your Service Needs!

201 S. Main St., Downtown Perry
517-625-7810

HUFFY’S

989-845-6913
7077 M-57 

CHESANING
(corner of M-57 
and Gasper Rd.)

It’s Time To Order Your

Baby Chicks

NOW

Andrea Wendt, SCD Watershed Technician 
analyzing the condition of a ditch this fall. 
The information collected will be incorpo-
rated into a watershed management plan 
to help make decisions that will improve 
water and habitat quality.

Canine Kenna and handler Laura Sy-
monds with Environmental Canine Ser-
vices, LLC alerts to human waste scent 
in a bucket sample taken from a stream 
in the Upper Misteguay Creek Water-
shed this summer.

Getting to Know Our Watersheds
  The Shiawassee Conservation District has worked diligently getting to know two of Shia-
wassee County’s major watersheds. Since last fall, the District has inventoried over 60 miles 
of streams in the Upper Looking Glass River and Upper Misteguay Creek Watersheds. In 
the field, we collect data to classify the condition of a stream. We specifically note if pollut-
ants are present, the source of pollutants, upland activities, and high quality areas.  
  In addition to stream walking, the District brought in the first ever scent-trained ca-
nines who can identify human waste in surface water. This summer, we worked with 
Environmental Canine Services, LLC to get a snapshot of the two watersheds with these 
unique working dogs. We collected samples from stream crossings and brought them to 
a central location for the dogs to sniff. The results will help in identifying where to focus 
educational and implementation efforts.
  The information collected from these inventories is being compiled into two Watershed 
Management Plans (WMP). The Conservation District is currently developing a WMP 
for the Upper Misteguay Creek Watershed and updating the existing plan for the Upper 
Looking Glass River Watershed. “A Watershed Management Plan is a living document 
that needs to be reevaluated regularly to include new information about the condition of 
a watershed,” states Andrea Wendt, SCD Watershed Technician. “We have learned a lot 
through inventorying these watersheds, and although these two areas are both found in 
Shiawassee County, the natural resource issues are very much unique to each.”
  Issues in any watershed are related to land use. Agriculture is the dominant land use in the 
Upper Misteguay Creek Watershed with some light residential areas. It is not uncommon to 
find excessive sediment, erosion, and nutrients in the streams. However, there are also signs 
of excellent buffers along streams in some parts of the watershed. In the Upper Looking 
Glass River Watershed, agriculture also dominates but there is more pressure from residen-
tial areas. In addition, the watershed has significant areas of high quality wetlands. 
  The plans are being developed under the direction of 2 steering committees composed 
of stakeholders in the two watersheds. In addition to identifying characteristics of the 
watersheds, the plans will outline long-term plans of action with specific milestones to 
help achieve goals to improve water quality. Once approved, the plans will be used to 
apply for funding to address concerns that were identified. For more information on the 
Upper Looking Glass River or Upper Misteguay Creek Watersheds or to learn more 
about the watershed planning process, contact the Shiawassee Conservation District.

The Shiawassee Conservation District 
Helps Local Landowner Manage Woodlot
  Brian Parmenter is a deer hunter who enjoys being outdoors and has a genuine desire 
to protect wildlife habitat. He owns land near his home in Shiawassee County including 
several woodlots. He has been working with the Shiawassee Conservation District to make 
good management decisions and improve his lands health and productivity for the future.
  When Brian was asked what his biggest challenges were when managing his woodlots, 
his answer was similar to many other landowners, he needed help to identify problem 
areas throughout his diverse woods, and solutions to improve those areas. His goals for 
his woodlot included creating better wildlife habitat and improving its health and pro-
ductivity for timber.
  To begin the process, the District worked with Brian to write a conservation plan that 
included working with a forester to develop a Forest Management Plan. His Forest Man-
agement Plan is 80 pages of information specific to his woodlots. It includes an inventory 
of species and a detailed schedule of conservation practices that will help reach his goals. 
For example, honeysuckle and autumn olive are both non-native, invasive shrubs that were 
found in some areas of his property. Brian’s plan outlined a schedule for Brush Management 
to control these species before they become a serious problem for the health of his woodlot. 
“I was surprised at the information identified in my plan, it included lots more in-depth 
information then I expected,” stated Brian. “I was looking at the management options from 
one angle, and the plan identified different problem areas and solutions that I wouldn’t have 
thought of on my own.”
  Once Brian developed his Forest Management Plan, he worked with the Shiawassee Con-
servation District to update his conservation plan. He not only added woodlot management 
practices to it, he also added establishing several acres of pollinator habitat on other areas of 
his property. “I want to encourage bee populations and attract more pheasant into the area,” 
said Brian. “I’d like to have a few bee hives in the future.” 
  Once a landowner develops a conservation plan with the Conservation District, as Brian 
did, they can use it to apply for financial assistance to implement the practices through Con-
servation Farm Bill Funding. 
Practices eligible for fund-
ing include, removing inva-
sive species, planting trees 
and shrubs, planting native 
grasses, thinning, and weed 
control, among others.

Continued on Page 12



Page 10   Shiawassee Conservation District Annual Report • Sunday, February 14, 2016 Shiawassee Conservation District Annual Report • Sunday, February 14, 2016    Page 11

 LLOYD MILLER & SONS, INC.
TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT COMPANY

3695 E. M-21, Corunna  989-743-4049  www.lloydmillerandsons.com

Owosso • 989-723-3011
www.oakesfisher.com

“Farm Store”
110 N. Main St., Ovid • 989-834-2661

For farms all
the way from 

hobby to family 
enterprise size.

Considering a spring hay seeding? See us fi rst for the
alfalfa + grass mixes that will yield more, last longer, and produce

higher feed value than conventional clear seedings.

Perry Plumbing, Inc.
-- Licensed Master Plumbers --

 • New Construction • Remodels • Service
• Boiler Heating Systems • In-Floor Radiant Heating

517-625-6133

Youth 
Conservation 

Education 
in 2015

  2015 was an exciting year 
for the Shiawassee Conser-
vation District’s conserva-
tion education program.  
Over 1,200 Shiawassee 
County young people 
were reached by District 
staff through presentation 
and activities teaching 
about conservation of our 
natural resources.  Here 
are highlights from the 
District’s 2015 conserva-
tion education program.
  2015 marked the third 
year the Conservation 
District teamed up with 
Baker College to take 
more than 150 high school 
FFA students from Byron, 
Corunna, New Lothrop, 
Perry, and Durand on a 
tour of three Shiawassee 
County farms. The tour 
featured drainage water 
management, forestry, 
invasive species control, 
and livestock conserva-
tion practices.
  Project RED (Rural Edu-
cation Day) is hosted an-
nually by Farm Bureau 
to teach second graders 
about agricultural topics 
through a series of mini 
education sessions. The 
Conservation District at-
tends annually and edu-
cates about watersheds, 
forestry and natural re-
source conservation. In 
2015, 450 second grade 
students from across Shia-
wassee County attended 
Project RED.
  Earth Day and Arbor 
Day are especially excit-
ing times for the Conser-
vation District. Falling 
within a few days of each 
other, area schools were 
visited to discuss the im-
portance of trees and con-
servation with students. 
In addition, tree seedlings 

were distributed and pre-
schoolers and kindergart-
ners were read stories 
bringing awareness of the 
subjects. 
  Baker College, Owosso 
High School and Perry 
Middle School hosted 
presentations from the 
Conservation District last 
year.  Students in the Ag-
ricultural Technology pro-
gram learned about soils 
and conservation practices 
in a classroom presenta-
tion.  Over 80 eighth grade 
students in Perry learned 
about watersheds, pollu-
tion, and natural resource 
conservation. This was 
the sixth year the District 
has been to Perry Middle 
School. In addition, the 
Owosso High School En-
vironmental Class invited 
the District to discuss in-
vasive species and meth-
ods to combat them in 
Shiawassee County.  The 
Conservation District also 
met with the Owosso High 
School Envirothon Club 
to discuss water pollution 
and responsibility.
  Envirothon is North 
America’s largest high 
school environmental 
education competition.   
Teams of five to eight high 
school students compete 
in a variety of subjects on 
a regional and state level.  
Teams also conduct an out-
reach project addressing 
an environmental concern 
in their community.  The 
top team from each state 
or province competes in 
the North American En-
virothon.  For years, the 
Shiawassee Conservation 
District has been heav-
ily involved in Michigan’s 
Envirothon. In 2015, the 
District facilitated aquatic 
ecology review sessions at 
the Regional Envirothon.  
The District was also in-
volved in writing the tests 
the students take at each 
competition.

  Last summer, the Con-
servation District joined 
the Shiawassee Fam-
ily YMCA to bring a fun 
Conservation Education 
program to campers at 
Camp Shiawassee.  Top-
ics included pollination, 
forestry, water conserva-
tion, and soils.  This is the 
eighth year of the Con-
servation District teach-
ing Shiawassee County’s 
young people about natu-
ral resource conservation 
at Camp Shiawassee.  
  “I enjoy teaching con-
servation education im-
mensely. It has been 
extraordinary watching 
kids grow and learn more 
about Shiawassee Coun-
ty’s natural resources year 
after year,” states Andrea 
Wendt, Shiawassee Con-
servation District Water-
shed Technician.
  Planning for this year’s 
education programs have 
already begun and it looks 
to be an incredibly fun 
season of conservation ac-
tivities! “We would like to 
extend a special thanks to 
the educators in Shiawas-
see County,” states Shia-
wassee Conservation Dis-
trict Executive Director 
Melissa Higbee, “we look 
forward to bringing an en-
joyable conservation edu-
cation program in 2016.”  
  Conservation education 
programs are available for 
free and can be tailored 
for groups of any age 
or size.  From scouting 
groups, to homeschoolers, 
to classroom presentation 
or adult organizations, the 
District can bring a unique 
program to teach about 
groundwater, watersheds, 
soils, forestry and natural 
resource conservation.

  For more information 
on conservation programs 
available or to schedule a 
program for your group, 
contact the Shiawassee 
Conservation District 
at 989-723-8263, ext. 3.  

More information on En-
virothon can be found at 
www.envirothon.org and 
to learn about Camp Shia-
wassee contact the Shia-
wassee Family YMCA.

Michigan 
Pheasant 
Restoration 
Initiative
  The Shiawassee Con-
servation District has 
partnered with the DNR, 
Michigan Department of 
Agriculture, Pheasants 
Forever, and other con-
servation organizations to 
help increase the pheas-
ant population in Michi-
gan. This initiative has 
the potential to change 
small game hunting op-
portunities, increase wild-
life populations, increase 
new hunter recruitment, 
improve hunter satisfac-
tion, and help Michigan’s 
economy.
  Landowners can work 
with the Shiawassee Con-
servation District to devel-
op a conservation plan to 
improve pheasant habitat 
on their property. In ad-
dition to the technical as-
sistance the District offers, 
landowners may be eligi-
ble for financial assistance 
to implement the practices 
outlined in their plan.
  “Although the Michigan 
Pheasant Restoration Ini-
tiative is primarily focused 
on improving pheasant 
habitat, many other wild-
life species benefit from 
establishing or enhancing 
grasslands,” stated Don-
na Kanan, Conservation 
Specialist at the Shiawas-
see Conservation District. 
“We take a whole farm ap-
proach when developing 
conservation plans. We 
consider the landowner’s 
goals and all environmen-
tal concerns when writing 
their plan.”
  The initiative encourages 
landowners to form wildlife 
cooperatives. A wildlife co-
operative is simply a group 
of likeminded neighbors 
who work together to en-
hance habitat on their prop-
erties. The idea behind co-
operatives is that they will 
restore habitat on larger ar-
eas that have the potential to 
support pheasant and other 
wildlife populations.
  Contact the Shiawassee 
Conservation District for 
more information on the 
Michigan Pheasant Resto-
ration Initiative, wildlife 
cooperatives, and conserva-
tion planning.

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. by appt.

710 S. CHIPMAN ST.
OWOSSO, MI 48867

PH 989-725-9977 • FAX 989-729-6559

Doug Perry
Owner

Draw Tite Hitches, Meyer Plows, 
Wiring, Repair, 

Truck & Car Accessories

Or Frank 989-780-1295
Corner of Ferden & Brennan Roads 17180 W. Ferden Rd., Oakley

WWW.MMOGTA.ORG

42nd Annual Gas Tractor Show
August 19-20-21, 2016

For Info. Call Jody 517-625-3263

Featuring 
John Deere

Farm & Truck Tires
    “In the Field and on the Farm Sales and Service”

Serving you with 
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

of Farm and Truck Tires41 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

                        224 S. Cedar St., Owosso
989-723-6881 • 989-666-0746

TERRY’S TIRE 
   SERVICE
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OVER 50,000 ACRES SOLD AT

AUCTION
Pavlik Auction & Real Estate is an Auction Company and Real Estate Offi ce 
based in Alma, Michigan.

We’re privileged to have had the opportunity to achieve the following:

1. An uninterrupted history for conducting real estate auctions for over forty 
(40) years with a proven specialty focus of selling farmland.
2. The sale of over 50,000 acres of land in Central Michigan and the 
surrounding regions.
3. Representatives of market leaders in banking, new business development, 
legal services, trust departments and countless individuals.
4. A track record of auctions that capture a selling price above Seller’s expectations.
5. Complete protection for the Seller - if we don’t realize a satisfactory price on the Seller’s real estate, they do not 
have to sell.

Farm values are at an all time high. If the time is right for you to consider
selling your farm, put our experience to work for you.
“Let’s talk it over about selling your farm AT AUCTION”

Pavlik Auction
& Real Estate L.L.C.

John Pavlik • John Pavlik, Jr.
Realtor • Auctioneer

Phone (989) 463-4903
Fax (989) 463-1393

637 Wright Avenue • Alma, Michigan 48801
www.pavlikllc.com

PENNINGTON 
FARM 

DRAINAGE, 
LLC

Offers expert tile drainage system installation 
through Central Michigan. 

Using GPS mapping and design, we can construct a tile 
drainage system to properly drain your fi elds, leading to 

higher yields and increased profi ts.

▼  44 Years of Experience
▼  Tile Drainage System

▼  Excavating: Ditching, Basements, Drain Fields, 
Commercial & Residential Site Work, Ponds

▼  GPS Mapping & Design

PENNINGTON 
FARM DRAINAGE, LLC
Call Mike for a FREE ESTIMATE

989-413-1940
18885 Sharon Rd., Oakley

▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼

Jake Hall
989-723-1104

Rod Hall
989-725-5735

 Well DrillingHall
• Rock Wells • Gravel Wells

Plastic Well Screens
“We Use the Finest Quality Materials”

Three Generations
of Experience

Submersible, Jet & Shallow 
Well Pump Repair

2517 W. Dewey Rd. 
Owosso

FREE ESTIMATES

104 N. Main St., Ovid
Phone/Fax 989-834-2288
Toll Free 888-754-9595

Ovid Service Agency

Pollinator Habitat
  One out of every three 
bites of food we eat depend 
on pollinators. Plants that 
produce through pollina-
tion help provide the air we 
breathe, the food we eat and 
the clothes we wear. Without 
pollinators our agricultural 
economies, food supply, 
and surrounding landscapes 
would collapse. 
  When trying to establish 
a healthy pollinator habitat 
be sure to consider loca-

tion, soil characteristics, 
site drainage, and sunlight. 
Choose plants that have an 
overlapping bloom period 
to provide nectar and pol-
len throughout the growing 
season. Native plants adapt 
better to local soil types, cli-
mate, and other pollinators. 
Choose a variety of flower 
colors, shapes and sizes 
that appeal to different pol-
linators. For example, plants 
that are typically visited by 
bees are brightly colored 
and tubular with blue or 

yellow petals. Butterflies 
prefer bright red, orange or 
yellows flowers that are in 
clusters, providing a landing 
platform.  
  Pollinators need water 
just as much as food sup-
ply. You may already have 
a natural water source such 
as a stream or pond. Bird-
baths and small puddles in 
your garden are also simple 
sources of water for pollina-
tors such as bees and but-
terflies. In addition, shrubs, 
tall grasses, low-growing 

plants, patches of fallen 
branches, small patches of 
bare ground, or a bee nest-
ing block all provide habitat 
for pollinators.
  The use of pesticides may 
adversely affect pollinators. 
Attempt to achieve natural 
pest control by providing a 
diverse garden habitat with 
a variety of plant sizes to en-
courage beneficial insects. 
If you must use a pesticide, 
choose one that is least toxic 
to non-pest species, does 
not persist on vegetation, 

apply in the evening when 
pollinators are not as active, 
and always follow the label 
guidance.
  Pollinators are responsible 
for assisting over 80% of 
the world’s flowering plants. 
Without them, humans and 
wildlife wouldn’t have much 
to eat or look at!  For infor-
mation about pollinators 
and habitat planning contact 
the Shiawassee Conserva-
tion District and the Natu-
ral Resources Conservation 
Service office.

  Joycelyn is taking a closer 
look at a butterfly. In addi-
tion to pollinating plants, 
butterflies provide us with 
joy and an interest in our 
environment.

  Tom Wert, 
SCD Agricul-
tural Technician 
and Tina Tuller, 
NRCS District 
Conservationist 
were both hon-
ored at the Shi-
awassee County 
Farm Bureau 
Annual Meeting 
in September. 
They received 
S h i a w a s s e e 
County Farm 
Bureau’s Dis-
tinguished Ser-
vice Awards, for 
their service to 
the agricultural 
community.

David Miller, Larry Sprague, Matthew Sprague, Brian Washburn, Robert Carlin, Mi-
chael Fromm, David Mitchell, and Matthew Streeter. The 2015 Conservation Partner of 
the Year will be presented to Casey Elliott, Shiawassee County Environmental Health 
Department Sanitarian. The 2015 Conservation Educator of the Year will be presented to 
Lisa VanOrder, Perry Middle School Teacher. Allen Family Farms will be honored with 
the prestigious 2015 Conservation Farmer of the Year.
  A special presentation will be made by Dylan Thomas, President of Farmer Veteran 
Coalition of Michigan. The Farmer Veteran Coalition of Michigan’s mission is to de-
velop meaningful agricultural careers through collaboration of farming and military 
communities. They believe that veterans possess the unique skills and character needed 
to strengthen rural communities and create sustainable food systems. They also believe 
that agriculture offers purpose, opportunity, and physical and psychological benefits. 
  Dylan grew up on a 150-head cattle ranch in Tennessee and was an active member of FFA. 
Dylan launched Two Pines Farm in Marcellus, Michigan in 2010 when he was discharged 
from active duty after eight years of service in the Army. He will share his personal story of 
his transition out of service and what farming has meant to him. 
  Contact the Shiawassee Conservation District at (989) 723-8263, ext 3 by February 
18 to reserve your seat. You won’t want to miss this opportunity to learn about current 
conservation and agriculture in Shiawassee County, and the Farmer Veteran Coalition of 

Michigan.

Veteran Farmer Coalition of Michigan to be Featured at 66th Annual 
Continued from Page 7

  In an effort to promote conservation of our natural resources, the Shiawassee Con-
servation District has a no-till drill and corn planter available for rent. Contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation District for more information.

  “What can you do for 
your watershed?” was 
the theme of the Shia-
wassee Conservation 
District booth at the 
Shiawassee County Fair. 
Renee Vinke and Dawn 
Boucher had fun in the 
photo booth while learn-
ing simple things that we 
can do to protect water 
quality. 

Shiawassee 
Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice Road

Owosso, MI  48867
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3

www.shiawasseeccd.org
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D & G EQUIPMENT, INC. 
1047 N. SHIAWASSEE STREET 

CORUNNA, MI 48817 
(989) 743-8844

www.dgequipment.com

STOCK UP AND SAVE   $1,000
Customers who’ve purchased a new 
qualifying tractor or hay tool since 
November 1, 2013 are eligible for a 
$1,000 bonus on a single subsequent 
purchase of a John Deere tractor or 
hay tool!

Eligible New John Deere Tractors:  5E 4 Cylin-
der, 5M, 6D/E, 6M/R 105-155 EHP, 6030 Series 
tractors, SF7030 Series tractors.
Eligible New John Deere Hay Tools:  Round 
Balers, Pull-Type Small Square Balers, Mower 
Conditioners

Finish your work so fast, 
you’ll wish you had a longer to-do list.

*Offer expires 10/28/2016.  Program cannot be combined with Ag Multi-Unit 
Discount. Customer must have been purchased qualifying new John Deere tractor or 
hay tool after November 1, 2013.  See D&G Equipment, Inc. for complete details.

 A Solid Investment!

  1596 S. College Rd., Mason, MI 48854
(517) 628-8001 • cell (517) 206-1245 • (517) 206-1243

 “Quality Is Our Number One Priority!”
• We will survey • Design system • We will submit a written proposal

• GPS Mapping for customer
 Call Dennis or Jim for a Free Consultation

of Your Water Management Needs. 

 In today’s economy, every day and every dollar is precious. Getting your crop planted and harvested 
on time may mean the difference between a profi table year or a loss. A properly designed and installed 
water management (drainage) system can help make this difference. For 38 years we’ve been working 
with area farmers to help them increase crop productivity, resulting in increased profi tability.

WATER MANAGEMENT 
SPECIALISTS, INC.

 Baker Insurance Agency
           Call Bill, Jed, Bob, Pat or Tom

11927 Main St., Lennon  810-621-3400
We are independent agents proudly representing

  Andrea Wendt, SCD Watershed Technician and Danielle Santana, SCD Farm Bill 
Program Assistant celebrated Earth Day with students at Nellie Reed Elementary. 
They taught these young people about Forestry and Conservation on Arbor Day.

5. Increase opportunities for improved agronomic practices and systems across a range 
of soil environments and climates.
  The goal of controlled traffic is to confine soil compaction to smaller portions of the 
field. Compaction will be intense but localized if all equipment wheel traffic is restricted 
to tracks or traffic lanes in the field, while the non-traffic areas are protected from com-
paction. Approximately 80% of soil compaction from wheel traffic occurs on the first 
pass of a tire, so the second pass of a tire will cause less compaction if it runs over the 
same track rather than a new area. The area in traffic lanes is minimized when the oper-
ating widths and wheel bases of various implements are well matched.
  Compaction not only diminishes soil quality but has an energy cost as well. Extra en-
ergy is expended by the tractor to both compaction and till the compacted soil. Energy is 
also saved because wheels get better traction on compacted soil.
  Compaction reduces total porosity in the soil and disproportionately reduces the num-
ber of larger pores compared to smaller pores. This may result in less infiltration, dimin-
ished water-storage capacity and inhibited root growth. Compaction can reduce yields up 
to 60% depending upon the depth of compaction and its severity.
  The severity of soil compaction caused by the farm machinery depends on the soil mois-
ture content, axle load and soil texture. Controlled traffic is likely to have the most beneficial 
effect on heavy-textured soils in wetter regions but such site-specific recommendation needs 
further research.  Surface compaction may also be less of a problem in regions with several 
freeze-thaw cycles during the winter. Compaction has been shown to persist up to nine 
years when it is very severe and deep in the soil profile, persistence for three to four years is 
common.
  To evaluate the effects of 
adoption, indicators need 
to be measured both in and 
outside of controlled traffic 
paths. Soil quality indica-
tors such as bulk density, in-
filtration rates, root growth 
patterns and yields, help to 
evaluate the need to adopt 
this practice or can be used 
to monitor the effects when 
a controlled traffic system 
has been implemented. 
  For more information  con-
tact the Shiawassee Conser-
vation District.

Controlled Traffic System
 Continued from Page 3

  More importantly, to most forest owners, 
are the non-timber values such as habitat, 
beauty, hunting, biodiversity, and other non-
monetary values. Enhancing all these val-
ues are roles of a professional forester and, 
sometimes, other resource specialists.  
  Benign neglect, or allowing nature to take 
its course, will usually not optimize benefits 
for a forest owner, or the critical needs of so-
ciety at large. These are the outputs of man-
agement, which can become complicated 
in a hurry. Forest systems are dynamic and 
ever-changing.  So is the social and econom-
ic environment in which they exist.  
  Most foresters work for agencies and cor-
porations. If one happened to be a neighbor, 
then advice can be helpful. But typically, 
these foresters work for their employers and 
not often with private forest owners. On the 
other hand, consulting foresters are those 
that help families obtain their desired forest 
conditions and avoid common pitfalls. Con-
sultants work for a fee, and compared to the 
values of the forest asset and the increased 
income from well-done timber sales, these 
fees are moderate.  
  Consultants serve every county of Michi-
gan and many can be located by simply 
typing “Michigan consulting foresters” 
into a web browser. The Michigan Forest 
Association can help. Recently, the State 
of Michigan has funded the Forestry As-
sistance Program that provides advisory 
services through the Conservation Dis-
trict network in many counties. Districts 
are often a local source of information. 
Michigan State University Department 
of Forestry maintains a consultant direc-
tory. MSU Extension has a bulletin about 
consulting foresters and has six educators 
across the state. The Michigan Society of 
American Foresters offers a bit of advice 
about why a consultant should be hired.  
  Foresters will generally encourage a for-
est owner to develop a management plan, 
not an uncommon practice for high value 
assets. A forest owner will want a plan 
that meets their needs, and is also eligible 
for a range of other purposes. Some cost-
share programs exist to help forest owners 
with certain forestry practices. A forest 

management plan is usually required, and 
there’s even a cost-share program for writ-
ing management plans, too. Enrollment in 
Michigan’s forest property tax laws requires 
a management plan. A plan can help ob-
tain the most advantageous federal income 
tax treatment for timber sale income. The 
Michigan Forest Pathways website can help 
forest owners sort out many of the services 
and organizations in the forestry world.  
  One of the more important considerations 
in owning forested property is inheritance. 
The typical pattern is to divide and sell, 
which has a number of negative conse-
quences all around. Thoughtful planning 
by current owners will help keep proper-
ties intact and in service. However, this 
rarely happens by default. The Ties to the 
Land program helps owners walk through 
this deliberate process.  
  In addition to benign neglect and parcel-
ization, forest threats include specific ex-
otic invasive species of insects, diseases, 
plants, and other organisms, as well as 
our native pests. Heavy browsing by deer 
has damaged or eliminated forest regen-
eration of many trees, shrubs, and under-
story plants – for decades in some cases. 
Across different regions, deer have altered 
composition to a point resulting in perma-
nently diminished ecologies. Also, harvest 
practices that degrade a stand (e.g. “select” 
harvesting) are avoidable with the use of a 
consulting forester.  
  Lastly, the loss of forest industry gradu-
ally removes markets that are required to 
support the commercial operation of for-
est improvement and restoration, as well 
as supply vital products to our economy. 
Knowledge of the available markets, usu-
ally through a forester, will help forest 
owners define management strategies. No 
markets equates to no management, and 
that leads to significant economic and en-
vironmental degradation.  
  The largest portion of Michigan’s forest, 
and similarly across the Lake States, lies 
in the hands of family forest owners. Man-
agement of these resources is critical to 
our future, as well as achieving the goals 
of individual owners. Professional forestry 
and consulting foresters are the experts 
trained to work with forest owners.  

Forestry assistanCe 
Continued from Page 8

  “The Conservation District 
staff have been very helpful 
throughout each step of this 
process. They have lots of 
knowledge and experience 
to offer, and helpful contacts 
to involve the right people,” 
stated Brian. “This has been 
my first experience work-
ing with their office, and 
the staff worked together 
to help me.” The practices 
outlined in the plan include 
some he can do on his own, 
and some he would need fi-
nancial assistance to adopt. 
Brian mentioned the plan 
contained an overwhelming 
amount of information, but 
he plans to continue working 
with the District so he does it 
right the first time.

The Shiawassee 
Conservation 
District Helps 
Continued from Page 9

431 W. Williams 
Ovid, MI 48866

989-834-2221

MICHIGAN
MILK PRODUCERS 

ASSOCIATION:

One Century 
Strong


