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It is easy to take liberty for granted, when you have 
never had it taken from you. ~ Author unknown

We Pay Tribute 
To All Veterans

Sharing Life’s Journey

1310 West Oliver Street, Owosso, MI 48867

989.729.6060
www.leisure-living.com

EQUAL  HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

1385 E. Main St., Owosso
(located next to Kroger) 

insightvisioncenterllc.com

989-720-2020

$50 OFF 
A Complete Pair 

of Glasses
*Must be a Veteran or 

Active Duty Military
Not valid with insurance

Expires 11-22-13

THANK YOU VETERANS & ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY

Shiawassee County Veterans Parade
  This year’s Shiawassee County Veterans Day Parade steps off at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 11, in downtown Corunna.
  Line up will be at Corunna VFW Post 4005, 416 S. Shiawassee in Corunna. 
Parade participants should plan on arriving about 30 minutes before the pa-
rade’s starting time.
  The parade route will be north on Shiawassee Street through the downtown to 
Mack Street, then turning right on Mack to disband in the parking lots behind 
Corunna City Hall and the 66th District Court (Shiawassee County Courts and 
Health Building).
  “Spectators and participants are encouraged to wear red, white and blue, wave 
their United States flags and cheer our troops, past and present,” said Corunna 
City Manager and Army veteran Joe Sawyer.

   ELLEN MAY TOWER 
was born May 8, 1868 in 
Byron. She was the daugh-
ter of Civil War Captain 
Samuel and Sarah Tower. 
Ellen was the first U.S. 
Army nurse to die on for-
eign soil during the Span-
ish-American War. She 
was also the first woman 
to receive a military fu-
neral in Michigan.
  Ellen died at the age 
of 23 on Dec. 8, 1898 in 
Puerto Rico, as a result of 
typhoid fever.
  A 10-foot monument, 
bearing a life-size rep-
lication of Ellen May 
marks her grave in Byron 
Cemetery.

(Independent Photo/
KAREN 

MEAD-ELFORD)

    HEADING UP THIS year’s 
Railroad Day’s parade was Post 
#2272 veterans which are always 
on hand and available to partici-
pate in almost all of the parades 
in Durand. The Post is active and 
busy with yearly fundraisers, 
parades, events as well as taking 
care of veteran needs in the city.

 (Independent Photo/
ELIZABETH WEHMAN)

Veterans Day 
Trivia

   Veterans Day, originally 
called Armistice Day, is 
observed across the Unit-
ed States every year on 
November 11.
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Terry Goul Construction
Licensed Builder

                 Terry Goul, Army, Vietnam 1968

Foundations, drain fi elds, 
additions, driveways, 

concrete work, pole barns, 
garages, and roofi ng.

989-288-5872
810-343-0296

Hunter’s WIDOW 
Gambling Excursion 

Soaring 
Eagle

Saturday, Nov. 16
Departs -10am SRI 
(returns approx. 7pm) 

Tickets 
$55/person 

• Snacks, Alcoholic 
& Non-Alcoholic Beverages 
Available for Purchase

Call for
Reservations!
989-399-7589

Passengers 
will enjoy 

a fashion show 
extravaganza with 

new vendors as 
well as some of last 

year’s favorites!

North Pole 
Express

405 S. Washington St., Owosso
www.michigansteamtrain.com

Step off the Train into 
a Christmas Past.

Departures:
FRIDAY
Nov. 29    6pm
Dec. 6      6pm
SATURDAY
Nov. 30    10am & 4pm
Dec. 7      10am & 4pm
Dec. 14    10am & 4pm
Dec. 21    10am & 4pm
SUNDAY
Dec. 1      2pm
Dec. 8      2pm
Dec. 15    10am & 4pm
Dec. 22    10am & 4pm

Tickets starting at 
$50 per person.

Call for 
reservations.

$10 in Play
$5 Food Voucher

     THIS PAST SUMMER, Vernon resident Jim Springs 
wanted to honor some of his friends who were veterans 
from Vernon. “For years I have wondered why some of 
our Vernon Veterans have never been honored,” com-
mented Springs. “I think it would be great to honor 
them with a park or something with their names on 
it.” Springs became pro-active in getting that done by 
remembering three specific Vernon “hometown” boys 
with a special plaque and day on Saturday, July 20. 
     Springs is shown here speaking at the memorial 

ceremony on that day. The flag pole and plaque are now 
on display at the village of Vernon building. This was 
made possible with many donations from Shiawassee 
County businesses including Deisler Electric. 
     The men honored included: Private First Class Gra-
ham “Hoopie” Barlow, Jr., Civil War veteran Private 
Gayne H. Taylor and Pfc. Frank “Sonny” Plashek, Jr., 
each veteran commemorating a different U.S. war. 

(Independent Photo/ELIZABETH WEHMAN)

  Sometimes confusing, there is a differ-
ence between Veterans Day and Memo-
rial Day.
  Memorial Day is a day for remember-
ing and honoring military personnel who 
died serving their country, specifically 
those who died in battle, or as a result of 
wounds sustained in battle.
  Veterans Day is the day to thank and 
honor “All” who served honorably in the 
military, at wartime or peacetime.
  For the most part, Veterans Day is in-
tended to thank “Living” veterans for 
their service, to acknowledge that their 
contributions to national security is ap-
preciated and to emphasize that “All” 
who served, not only those who died, 
have sacrificed and done their duty.
  Veterans Day is always observed offi-
cially on Nov. 11, regardless of the day of 
the week it falls.
  The Veterans Day National Ceremony, 
like most ceremonies around the nation, 
is held on Veterans Day. However, when 
Veterans Day falls on a weekday, many 
communities choose to hold observanc-
es, parades and other celebrations the 
weekend prior to or after Nov. 11 to allow 
more people to participate.
  Formerly known as Armistice Day, Vet-
erans Day was originally set as a U.S. le-
gal holiday to honor the end of World War 
I, which took place Nov. 11, 1918. Tradi-
tionally, Armistice Day was celebrated 

in observance of the 1918 armistice that 
was signed at the end of World War I, on 
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month.
  Legislation passed in 1938, Nov. 11, 
was “dedicated to the cause of world 
peace and to be hereafter celebrated 
and known as ‘Armistice Day.’” At that 
time the holiday honored World War I 
veterans.
  In 1954, after World War II and the 
Korean War, the 83rd U.S. Congress, 
at the urging of veteran service orga-
nizations, amended the Act of 1938 by 
striking out the word “Armistice” and 
inserting the word “Veterans.”
  As approved June 1, 1954, Nov. 11, be-
came a day to honor American veterans 
of all wars.
  In 1968, the Uniforms Holiday Bill, to 
ensure three-day weekends for federal 
employees, moved Washington’s Birth-
day, Memorial Day, Veterans Day and 
Columbus Day to Mondays. In 1971, 
Veterans Day was observed the last Mon-
day of October, which many states did 
not agree with.
  On Sept. 20, 1975, President Gerald 
R. Ford signed a law which returned the 
annual observance of Veterans Day to 
its original date of Nov. 11, effective in 
1978. Since then, the Veterans Day holi-
day has been observed on Nov. 11.

Veterans Day, Memorial Day: 
There is a Difference

“In Flanders Fields” 
   “In Flanders Fields” is one of the most notable poems 
written during World War I. Canadian physician and 
Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae wrote it on May 3, 
1915, after he witnessed the death of his friend, Lieu-
tenant Alexis Helmer, 22 years old, the day before.
   The poem is written from the point of view of the 
dead and speaks of their sacrifice and serves as their 
command to the living to continue on. 

(See poem on Pg. 8)
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 Gerald Alcorn, Owner - USMC
For Information About the Marine Corp League 

Please Contact Me At 989-729-1122

 If You Are A Veteran 
Or Shipping To A Veteran, 

Ask About Our 
Veterans Packaging Discount.

Offer good through
November 30, 2013

Between Ponderosa & Mancino’s

1481 E. Main St. • Owosso
989-729-1122

Mon.-Fri.  8am-6:30pm, Sat.  9am-2:30pm

Perry Dental would like to 
thank all of our Veterans 
& Active Military personnel 
for their service.

Perry Dental
114 N. Main St., Perry • 517-625-4163 • 517-625-5049

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Offering Excellent 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Care
Short Term Rehabilitation • Long Term Care

989-288-3166 • 8750 E. Monroe Rd., Durand

THANK YOU 
To Those Who 
Serve

“Continuing 
the Tradition 

of Caring”

Veterans Day Trivia
   There are currently 21.8 million vets living in the U.S. If all American veterans start-
ed their own country, they’d have only a slightly smaller population than Australia. 

 World War II 
POW’S to be 

Featured
  OWOSSO ReSIDeNT Robert “Bob” 
Miller, father of Pamela Miller-early, has 
been selected as one of three World War 
II POW’s to be featured in a new POW 
exhibit at the USS Silversides Museum 
exhibit in Muskegon, Mich. 
   Miller served in the U.S. Army from 
1942 to 1945. He was in the Army Corp 
of engineers in northern Germany and 
arrived at Normandy Beach just one 
week after D-Day. In December 1944, 
Miller was one of 7,500 soldiers cap-
tured and sent to STA-Lag IVB: the 
largest WWII POW camp.
   Miller was captured while running a de-
ployment of Panzer tanks through a forest.
   During his capture, he lost 50 pounds. 
In poor health, Miller and three other Americans planned a nighttime escape on bi-
cycles. Surviving mostly on adrenalin, the Americans slept in abandoned homes and 
bribed checkpoint guards with food and vodka. eventually, they arrived at a small 
river where they saw a group of American soldiers. Miller, wearing a stolen Nazi 
uniform, shouted baseball information about Joe DiMaggio and 1944 World Series 
to the soldiers, so they would identify him.
   The USS Silversides Museum exhibit will include a mannequin featuring Miller’s 
dress jacket, tie and hat along with his dog tags, prison tin cup and others items rep-
resenting his time in the service. 
   The USS Silversides Museum is looking for old wood (from 1940-1945) to recre-
ate a POW barracks and bunk bed. The surrounding walls in the exhibit will have 
full size murals of life inside a POW camp.

(Courtesy Photo)
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Laingsburg Eye Care cordially invites you to our

5th Annual Fall Trunk Show!

HOT DEALS on Harley Davidson, 
Candies, Sketchers, Liz Claiborne and 

other designers with

Frames 50% Off
Also discounts on lenses, yummy snacks 

and other Hawaiian themed fun!
Monday, Nov. 18 • 3-7pm

$49
Eye Exams

252 E. Grand River
Laingsburg

517-651-6608

Come Join Us!

Call to Schedule 

an Eye Exami-

nation. Shop & 

Save on Great 

Eyeware 
Nov. 18th.

120 E. Mason St., Owosso
989-723-5234

www.nelson-house.com

A Salute
   To Our
      Veterans!

 ACKER AGENCY, INC.
101 N. Saginaw St., Durand

 989-288-2678
We are independent agents proudly representing

An UnUsUAl 
VeterAn
By Elizabeth Wehman

      Reckless was female. Not 
only was she a girl, but she 
also weighed 900 pounds and 
has become one of the most 
well-known veterans in the 
Marines. Reckless, a Mongo-
lian mare horse, served as a 
way to get ammunition to the 
front lines. The horse became 
a national hero in 1954, when 
her story ran in the “Saturday 
Evening Post.”
     One of her finest hours was 
the Battle of Outpost Vegas in 
March of 1953. She is known in this battle to maneuver through deadly ‘no man’s 
land’ and up a steep 45-degree mountain to bring needed ammunition to troops sta-
tioned in the battle. This five day battle consisted of Reckless making 51 trips, in one 
day, to an Ammunition Supply Point. 
     In this particular battle, Reckless carried 386 rounds of ammunition (over 9,000 
pounds or almost five tons) walking over 35 miles as well as carrying wounded sol-
diers back down the mountain to safety as well. She also provided shield for many 
Marines trapped as they tried to make their way to the front line. 
      This particular battle resulted in two wounds, but she refused to let those 
stop or slow her down. These heroics earned her the title of “Marine” as well as 
promoting her twice to Staff Sergeant. Her military honors included two Purple 
Hearts, a Good Conduct Medal, the Presidential Unit Citation with star, a National 
Defense Service Medal, a Navy Unit Commendation and the Republic of Korea 
Presidential Unit Citation along with a French Fourragere earned by the 5th Ma-
rines during World War I. 
     Reckless had a fun, spirited side. Marines loved her for her ‘voracious appetite.’ 
They often commented that she liked to eat anything and everything, often sharing 
beers with the Marines. She loved scrambled eggs and pancakes in the morning, 
washing it down with her morning cup of coffee. Not only that, but she is reported 
to love cake, Hershey bars, candy and Coke. If she was being ignored, she would 
include poker chips, blankets and hats in her diet, much to the dismay of the troops 
caring for her. 
     A young Korean boy named Kim Huk Moon sold her to a Marine to earn money 
to buy his older sister an artificial leg. His sister, Chung Soon, lost her leg in a 
land mine accident. Reckless was sold for $250 to Lt. eric Pedersen. Her value 
just increased over time as she served as a Marine. The horse was taught to kneel 
during incoming fire or step over barbed wires. Her memory was excellent and 
soon she memorized routes to and from battle stations, traveling dangerous paths 
and mountain trails alone. 
    Reckless’ last promotion was by General Randolph McCall Pate as Staff Sergeant. 
She became a beloved part of the Marines and often they were found to take better 
care of Reckless than they did themselves. Sometimes they risked their own lives to 
keep her safe from heavy incoming artillery. 
     Three colts were born to Reckless and were named Fearless, Dauntless and 
Chesty. Reckless lost a filly just one month later disappointingly leaving no horse to 
carry on the hero’s line.  
     Camp Pendleton was the final resting place for this magnificent and valuable war 
horse. On May 13, 1968, after she died of natural causes, she was buried with full 
military honors. Two memorial monuments – one in Washington, DC area at the 
National Museum of the Marine Corps and Heritage Center in Quantico, Virginia 
and the other at her grave in Camp Pendleton have recently been established. 
    For more information about this magnificent horse, interested persons may check 
out this website at: www.sgtreckless.com.

     THE DURAND MEMORIAL 
DAY PARADE contains many 
representatives from Post #2272. 
This is a POW-MIA representa-
tive giving her respects at this 
year’s parade ceremonies.  

(Independent Photo/
ELIZABETH WEHMAN)
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Van Atta’s

Santa from 12-3 Each Day!

Donations of twin sized blankets,
journals, pajamas and money will be

accepted for EVE Inc., and you’ll
receive a coupon for 20% off any one

regularly priced item for that day!

For more details visit
www.vanattas.com

or call 517.339.1142

Van Atta’s
Greenhouse & Flower Shop

9008 Old M-78, Haslett
Store Hours: Mon.-Sat. 9am-6pm, Sun. 10am-5pm

November 23rd & 24th
Noon - 5 p.m.

music • food • sales
and local vendors

Seminars

 Keep Our 
     Country Safe

 ED’S 
Standard Service 

220 N. Saginaw,  Durand  (989) 288-6200

Brent Tuma 
Agency

Farm Bureau Ins.

989-743-5700

Josh Tuma was 
stationed in 

Norfolk, VA. E-5 
rank, U.S. Navy 

1998-2004.

Patrick J. Marutiak
Attorney At Law 

1028 East Main St., Owosso
989-725-8118  

Thank You To All Veterans For 
Your Service And Sacrifi ce.

www.patrickmarutiak.com

“Holiday Mail for Heroes” Mailbox 
Open September 30 – December 6

   WASHINGTON, September 26, 2013 
— The American Red Cross started its 
annual Holiday Mail for Heroes program 
and invites Americans to show their 
gratitude and best wishes for those who 

serve our country, vets and their families 
by sending holiday cards.
   Starting today and going through De-
cember 6, Americans can create and send 
cards to service members, veterans and 
their families who will receive cards 
across the country and around the world.

   “everyone gets busy, especially around 
the holidays, so just a few moments can 
mean a lot,” said Sherri L. Brown, senior 
vice president, Red Cross Services to the 
Armed Forces. “While it may not seem 
like much, a hand-written note to a service 
member spending time away from his or 
her family makes a world of difference.”

   The Red Cross invites the public to send 
messages of thanks and holiday cheer by 
mailing them to:

Holiday Mail for Heroes
P.O. Box 5456

Capitol Heights, MD 20791-5456

Continued on Page 17

Thank You To All The Men And Women Whom Have 
Served And Continue To Serve Our Great Nation. 

Come In On Veterans Day 
11-11-13 And Receive A 
Complimentary Meal 

From Noon-4pm.

��� �����!
200 S. Washington St.

Owosso
989-729-0707

American Red Cross Invites Americans to Give Something that Means Something this Holiday Season
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“A Salute To America’s Armed Forces”

805 W. Main St., Owosso • 989-725-5515

VAN D. WAUGH
C Co. 1st/8th Inf. • 4th Infantry Div. 

Pleiku, Vietnam
1967-1968

Veterans Day Trivia
   Arlington National Cemetery is the only national cem-
etery to hold servicemen from every war in U.S. history. 
Although the first military burial at Arlington didn’t oc-
cur until 1864, the burial ground holds the remains of 
those who fought in every war since the Revolution.

     ANNUALLY, 
many Shiawassee 
County villages 
and cities partici-
pate in some kind 
of Memorial Day 
tribute. Durand is 
one of those places 
to pay their re-
spects to those who 
fought, served and 
died in battle in all 
of the foreign wars. 
These representa-
tives were on hand 
at the 2013 Memo-
rial Day parade to 
pay their respects. 
     The parade al-
ways concludes at 
the Durand Memo-
rial Library where 
a stone has been 
placed to help commemorate those from Durand and 
surrounding communities. Durand Post #2272 repre-
sentatives are shown here preparing for the Memorial 
Day ceremony.

 (Independent Photo/ELIZABETH WEHMAN)

Shiawassee County 
Veterans Affairs

   The Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs (SCVA) of-
fice is a county department funded by county taxpayers.
The office is located on the third floor of the Surbeck 
Building on the corner of Shiawassee and McArthur 
streets in Corunna. This is directly across from the 
county court house and may be remembered by some 
as a bank prior to the county acquiring it.  The name of 
our department, the SCVA, is a bit misleading because 
although we assist veterans with accessing benefits, 
we are not an agent of or connected in any way with 
the federal Veterans Affairs (VA) office. We are strictly 
an advocacy agency for Shiawassee County veterans, 
paid for by Shiawassee County taxpayers, that exists 
to insure county veterans have access to a trained staff 
that can assist them in obtaining the appropriate ben-
efits. Those benefits could come from federal, state or 
local sources.  
   The largest source of veteran’s benefits come from the 
federal government through the offices of the Veterans 

Affairs (VA). The VA is a vast agency with a huge bud-
get that has three subdivisions: 1) the VA medical cen-
ters, 2) VA benefits and 3) the VA national cemeteries.   
Although all part of the VA, all three sub-agencies func-
tion autonomously. In other words, one does not neces-
sarily know what the other one is doing.  Sorting out all 
of this and routing the correct forms and information to 
the correct sub-agencies is part of what our county of-
fice is trained to do. At the SCVA office we take pride 
in listening to the veteran and/or veteran dependent or 
widow to ascertain their specific circumstance and then 
matching it with the potential benefit(s) they may be en-
titled to and then filing the claim.
   There are approximately 6000 veterans in Shiawas-
see County however only about a third of them have 
ever stepped foot in our office. Some veterans, un-
believably, don’t know we exist or if they do are not 
sure what it is the office does. Others may have had 
a bad experience with the armed services, the VA or 
maybe even our office sometime in the past. Still oth-
er veterans are reluctant to seek out benefits because 
“other guys need it worse than me.” Veterans benefits 
are for ALL honorably discharged veterans, period. 

Jerilyn Strein, director of the SCVA, states this; “of all 
the benefits our government provides there is only one 
that has been truly earned and that is the benefits set 
aside for those that served our country.”  
   If you are a Shiawassee County veteran or know of 
one that has not contacted our office, please give us 
a call, set up an appointment and allow us to evalu-
ate your circumstance and service record to see if you 
are entitled to any benefits. It is surprising how many 
veterans come to our office out of curiosity and leave 
with a claim filed on their behalf. You may be entitled 
to benefits and not even know it.
   On this, Veterans Day 2013, the Shiawassee County 
Veterans Affairs office wants all county veterans to 
know that we are here to assist you in accessing the 
benefits you have earned. We feel it is truly an honor 
for us to serve those that served our country. Thank 
you for your service and Happy Veterans Day.

Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs
201 N. Shiawassee St.

3rd Floor, Surbeck Bldg.
Corunna, MI 48817

989-743-2231
Monday thru Friday 9:00am – 5:00pm 

(Closed 12noon – 1:00pm)
Continued on Page 13

Perry Corners
DINER

Thank You Veterans For 
Your Sacrifi ces. We Also 

Thank Your Military 
Family For Their Support.

Come In On Veterans Day 
& Bring In This Ad For 
A Free Coffee Or Soft Drink

3034 W. Lansing Rd., Perry
517-625-1112

Chesaning Music Boosters
30th Annual

Arts and Crafts Show
Friday & Saturday

November 29th & 30th

• Fri. 10am - 5pm •
• Sat. 10am - 4pm •

at the Chesaning Middle School
& Chesaning High School

(Both schools are located on Fourth Street,
just north off M-57 at Little Caesar’s Pizza)

• Shuttle Buses 
• More than 250 vendors
• $2 Admission Fee (6 & under free)

• Concessions Available

NO STROLLERS PLEASE.

IT’S THAT TIME
AGAIN!

SEE YOU THERE!
                             For  more  info

www.chesaningmusicboosters.com

Proceeds support school music programs
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Owosso

A salute to those 
who are serving 
to keep us safe 
and remembering 
our Veterans 
who have served 
for our freedom.

   I would like to thank all the local vet-
erans for their service on behalf of my 
family veterans. If you see a veteran or 
active duty military person, shake his 
or her hand and thank them for their 
service. Remember, they served for 
our freedom!

My uncle:
Benjamin e. Brown, Cpl. 
(World War II Veteran)
U.S. Army World War II
820th Tank Destroyer Battalion 
1943-1946
Battle of the Bulge
Wounded – Prisoner of War
Purple Heart
Died 1983

My brother:
Paul B. Brown, Sgt. 
(Vietnam & Cold War Veteran)
U.S. Air Force Security 
Air Police 1965-1969
Served in Nakhon Phanom 
and U-Tapao Thailand
Kincheloe A.F.B. & Selfridge 
A.F.B. Michigan
Died 1996

My step-son:
James G.R. Smith, Sgt.
U.S. Army
Nike Missile
Drill Sergeant
Served in Germany and U.S.

My nephew:
Tyler Carpenter
U.S. Marines – Currently Active Duty

Submitted by:
Terry T. Brown, Sgt. 
(Cold War Veteran)
U.S. Air Force, Strategic Air 
Command 1964-1968
319th Bombardment Wing 
(Heavy) Grand Forks A.F.B.
Nuclear Missile Crew 
Chief B52H Bomber

Thank you for this very special 
publication.

Terry T. Brown, Owosso

Veterans Day Trivia
One third of all living veterans served during the Vietnam War. 

These thank you letters for veterans were submitted to The Independent Newsgroup.

September 30, 2013

   I, Susie Wells, would like to honor all 
of our Shiawassee County Veterans. All 
of you are God’s Warriors. I watch the 
news everyday and the things I see on 
TV touches my heart. Me and my father 
watched the movie “Pearl Harbor” and 
we were crying. That movie tore me up. 
I can’t even imagine what all you men 
and women go through. All of you are 
truly appreciated and don’t ever give 
up. Just remember, if it wasn’t for all 
of you we wouldn’t have our freedoms. 
Who knows where all of us would be.
   I truly don’t regret my freedom. 
But when it all comes down to it we 
all serve one God and all of you are 
God’s Warriors and I truly believe in 
all of you. And I know God’s kingdom 
will prevail!

Truly Yours,
Thank You!
Susie Wells, Durand

In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

- John McCrae
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“Owosso’s Only Locally Owned & Operated Pharmacy”
Now Delivering To Laingsburg (Tuesday Evenings)

 111 N. Washington St. • Owosso • 989-729-9355

blackmore-rowe
For All Your Insurance Needs!

We Honor Our Veterans and 
Our Service Men & WomenDURAND 

989-288-2654
BYRON

810-266-4892

211 Corunna Ave. • Owosso, MI
989-725-2410

Specializing in Vehicles Under $6,000

We Honor 
Our 

Veterans 
And Our 

Service Men 
& Women

This year’s Shiawassee County Veterans Day Parade steps off at 7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 11, in downtown Corunna. For more parade details, see page 2.

Letter from Shiawassee County Veterans Affair Office
By Jerilyn A. Strein, Director

   I am happy to announce that Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs (SCVA) has 
received a 2014 Ford Flex Van for the purpose of transporting our county’s veterans 
to VA medical appointments.  
    After beginning the process over 2 1/2 years ago during which countless phone 
calls and personal contacts were conducted by Jerilyn Strein, Director of the SCVA, 
the day has finally arrived! On August 28, 2013, the van was picked up in Louisville, 
KY, driven to Owosso by volunteer driver Clayton Brieler and turned over the keys 
to the Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs Office.   
   We are very fortunate to receive this van because the initial proposal that our depart-
ment had received was that we would have to come up with at least half of the money 
for the DAV van ($15,000). With perseverance, the need was made known to the 
Saginaw VA medical center which passed this on to Chairman, Mr. Ron McNally who 
serves on the state transportation board for the DAV (Disabled American Veterans). 
   Mr. McNally notified me that a very rare opportunity had presented itself --- a 
grant had become available that would pay the full price of the vehicle. Shiawassee 
County was fortunate enough to be identified has having a need and was ultimately 
chosen as a recipient.    
    The DAV Van becomes the property of the VA but will be housed at our county de-
partment. There will be three pickup locations for this service; one each in Owosso, 
Corunna and Durand. We currently have volunteer drivers ready and the SCVA staff 
is prepared to get this program launched immediately. 
   Veterans wanting transportation to a VA medical center should call our county VA 
office as soon as they receive the date and time of their appointment. Because the 
program is staffed by volunteers, a driver will need to be located that is available for 
that particular day and time. Therefore, having some lead time between a veteran 
requests for transportation and the actual day of the appointment is critical. The only 
requirement is that you are a veteran that lives in Shiawassee County and have your 
service records (DD214) on file at the Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs. 
   Volunteers are the ones that are going to make this program successful. If you are 
interested in joining our team of volunteer drivers, please contact our office. Ap-
plicants will be required to pass a background check among other VA requirements 
which normally takes 4-6 weeks to be approved.
   The Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs Office is located at 201 North Shiawas-
see Street (Surbeck Building), Corunna, MI, directly across from the Shiawassee 
County Courthouse. The phone number for the office is (989) 743-2231.  

   SCVA RECEIVED this 2014 Ford Flex Van to transport county veterans to VA 
medical appointments. Shiawassee County was chosen as the recipient of a grant 
that would cover the price of the vehicle. Shown beside the vehicle are volunteers 
(from left to right): Darrell Hand, Rodney Wittkopp, Clayton Breiler and Gary 
Duehring. Director Jerilyn Strein is standing 3rd from left by the rear of the car. 
This picture was taken on the afternoon of Friday, Nov. 1.

(Courtesy Photo)
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Your health, and the health of 
your family, is the focus of our 

commitment to the greater 
Shiawassee County region.  

Our goal is to nurture
you, and your loved ones, 
through all phases of life 
by providing you with a 
caring and personalized 
experience.

We also strive to empower
you in your health care 

decisions by giving you useful 
information and choices. 

We continue to engage with you 
before, during and after your visits because 

       we are your healthcare partner. 

memorialhealthcare.org

Chemical Bank supports our local veterans. Thank you for all that you did for our 
country and community. To learn about a bank that believes in the great state of 
Michigan, visit us online, or stop by one of our convenient locations.

ChemicalBankMI.com

      A SHIAWASSEE YOUNG MARINE, Michael Borka, recently traveled to 
Arlington, Virginia to participate in the annual Young Marines Symposium. He is 
one of 18 Young Marines from across the nation who will represent the voice of the 
10,000 members of the national group. At the Symposium, Borka will join other 
Young Marines to brainstorm ways to make the national program better, includ-
ing topics such as education, marketing, fundraisers, training requirements and 
ways to engage the mentor junior members. Borka is a member of this Shiawassee 
County group participating in the Durand Memorial Day parade in 2013.

 (Independent Photo/ELIZABETH WEHMAN)

shiAwAssee YoUng MArine Attends sYMposiUM
     Shiawassee Young Marine, Michael Borka, traveled to Arlington, VA, for the annu-
al national Young Marines Symposium held Thursday to Monday, Oct. 10–14. Borka 
was chosen due to his senior status in the group. “The national symposium provides 

an outlet for the ideas of those Young Marines who have earned the right to call them-
selves the leaders of our organization, said YM SgtMaj Dakota Richter, the national 
Young Marine of the Year. “These Young Marines have proven themselves to perform 
at the highest levels, and through this symposium, they have the right and responsibil-
ity to represent the voices and welfare of over 10,000 of their fellow members.”
    The symposium’s origin occurred during a trip to Korea in September of 2000 
to commemorate the landing at Inchon. The Young Marines were the invited guests 
of the Republic of Korea Marines (ROK Marines) and the Korea Marine Scouts, a 
youth organization similar to the Young Marines. One afternoon the attendees had 
some down time so Mike Kessler, national executive director/CEO of the Young 
Marines, gathered the 15 Young Marines, and they began talking about the program 
and what they could do to make it better. “They came up with some great ideas such 
as a mascot and a ship’s store,” Kessler said. “It occurred to me that this kind of 
exchange was necessary in giving program ownership to the Young Marines. We do 
this for the very reason that it gives the Young Marines a say in how we can continue 
to make our program better by implementing their ideas.” Today, the format is two

Continued on Page 12
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We offer 
in-house 

fi nancing with 
one day 

approval!

-Sunrooms/Decks
 -Doors

-Cultured Stone Work
-Pole Barns/Garages

Free Estimates! 
Senior Citizen Discounts

989-725-7500

We Finance!

Dustin & Brad
Chamberlain

Over 35 Years 
experience 

in Home 
Improvement!

Fall & 
Winter 
Are A 

Perfect Time 
To Insulate, 

Remodel 
Kitchens, 

Bathrooms 
& Basements!

We Can 
Help!!

    THIS WORLD WAR II monument was erected in Fayette 
Square in memory of those who fought in the war from this 
area. Names on the monument are for those who passed away, 
serving their country.

 (Independent Photos/KAREN MEAD-ELFORD)

   FAYETTE SQUARE in Owosso is the location 
of many war memorials including this Vietnam 
War Memorial which includes the names of the 
following individuals: Dwight I. Ade, Milton 
D. Britton, Ralph J. Crutts, Arnel J. Davis, Jr., 
Barry R. Grulke, Michael J. Johnson, James A. 
Loux and Donald J. Murphy.

2014 Silverado HD 4x4 Ext. Cab

Jack VanPelt
Sales Consultant - New and Used

36 mo. lease/10K per year, must be 
GMS, $2,500 down plus tax, title and 
dealer fees. See dealer for details.

Brent Wesley
Sales Consultant - New and Used

2014 Silverado Reg. Cab

    IN MEMORY of those who served in the Korean War 
reveals names on this monument of those who fought 
for their country and were from this area. They include: 
Kenneth W. Barlow, Daniel E. Beardslee, Robert K. Der-
by, James H. Elliott, Hazen C. Hendrick, Jr., Walter J. 

Levitski, Leston R. 
McCall, Laurence 
O’Dea, Bud T. Pal-
matier, George A. 
Sawyer, James K. 
Smith and Joseph 
W. Wakefield.
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 FOREIGN OR DOMESTIC
AUTOMATIC OR STANDARD

Saluting 
             My Fellow Veterans

-Sean

Transmissions, 
Transfer Cases, 
Differentials,    
Clutches & More...
526 W. Lansing Rd., Morrice

517-625-6966

Remembering All 
of our Veterans 
Who Have Served 
and Who Are Currently 
Serving in our 
Armed Forces

SUPER CENTER
 1621 E. M-21, Owosso
989-723-2552
Open 24 Hours

 ✮

 ✮

 ✮

 ✮

 ✮

 ✮

 ✮

 ✮

 ✮

 ✮

 ✮  

✮

Thomas S. Bridges
Attorney At Law

217 S. Water St., Owosso • 989-725-6349
Perry • 517-625-4117

www.edwardjones.com

We salute our veterans.
Thank you.

Rory C Keay
Financial Advisor

100 North Washington
Owosso, MI 48867
989-723-0444

Peter W Keay
Financial Advisor

115 North Washington
Owosso, MI 48867
989-725-2196

 517-625-5650
521 E. First • Perry Barrier 

Free

• Safe & Secure Home-like Environment
• Community Activities
• Spacious Private & Semi-Private Living
• 24 Hour Personalized Care & Assistance With All ADL’s
• Respite & Hospice Care 
• Most Long Term Care Insurance Accepted
• Keypad Entry and Exit

Quality Care For 
Mid-Michigan Seniors

A Special Thank You To All The 
Men & Women That Have 

Courageously Served Our Country!

1567 Main St., 
Owosso

www.grondins.com

989-725-6926

shiAwAssee YoUng MArine
Continued from Page 10 

days of brainstorming, and at the close 
of the symposium, the participants for-
mally present their ideas to staff mem-
bers of the national headquarters. Topics 
include drug demand reduction educa-
tion, training requirements and national 
guidebooks, marketing locally and on 
a national level, how to engage and 

mentor junior Young Marines, fundrais-
ing and community service.
     Attendees include YM SgtMaj Da-
kota Richter, the National Young Marine 
of the Year 2013-2014, who belongs to 
the Northern KY Young Marines. Also 
attending are the five division winners 
of the Young Marines of the Year, the 
top 10 graduates from Young Marines

Continued on Page 14 

Veterans Day Trivia
   The Pledge of Allegiance was written by American writer Francis Bellamy. 
The Pledge was first published in Sept. 1892.

W nterFest
December 7, 2013

Laingsburg

Events from 3:45 pm to 8 pm throughout the city,
at the Towne Plaza, McClintock Park

and the middle school

Brought to you by:

www.laingsburgbusiness.org

Join your friends and neighbors

for a small-town celebration

of holiday spirit!
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Lloyd Miller & Sons, Inc.
Tractor & Equipment Company

3695 E. M-21, Corunna  • 989-743-4049
www.lloydmillerandsons.com

A salute to the brave men 
& women who fi ght to 
keep our nation free.

Heritage Tire 

   & Service Center
• Farm & Auto Tire 

  Sales & Service

• Farm Truck Tires 

• Alignments 

• Brake Service

• Oil Changes 

• Shocks/Struts 

• Batteries

• Exhaust Repairs

• Stihl Sales & Service

709 W. Broad, Chesaning • 989-845-3040

Farm Use (After Hours 989-274-1580)

www.heritagetireservice.com

Hours: 
Weekdays 8am-5pm

Sat. 8am-1pm, 
Sun. Closed

Thank You To Those 

Who Have Served Our CountryW nterFest
December 7, 2013

Laingsburg

Events from 3:45 pm to 8 pm throughout the city,
at the Towne Plaza, McClintock Park

and the middle school

Brought to you by:

www.laingsburgbusiness.org

Join your friends and neighbors

for a small-town celebration

of holiday spirit!

Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs
Continued from Page 7

Some Simple Facts:
   The Affordable Care Act, also known as the health 
care law is set and in motion. Americans have until 
the end of March 2014 to purchase health coverage 
that meets a minimum standard, or may be eligible for 
lower premiums through the AFC. Did you know that 
if you are enrolled through the VA health care program 
you have coverage under the standards of the health 
care law? Yes, you are covered.
   Service-Disabled Veterans Insurance, S-DVI is life 
insurance for Veterans who have received a service-
connected disability rating by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. The basic S-DVI program, commonly 
referred to as “RH Insurance,” insures eligible Veter-
ans for up to $10,000 of coverage. Veterans who have 
the basic S-DVI coverage and are totally disabled are 
eligible to have their premiums waived if they apply 
within 2 years of receiving their rating decision. 

  Veterans with Lou Gehrig’s Disease: VA presumes 
Lou Gehrig’s Disease (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis or 
ALS) diagnosed in all Veterans who had 90 days or 
more continuous active military service is related to 
their service. Veterans and their survivors may be eli-
gible for disability compensation or survivors’ benefits 
for this disease.

   Camp Lejeune Water Supplies, Veterans and fam-
ily members who served on active duty or resided at 
Camp Lejeune for 30 days or more between Jan. 1, 
1957 and Dec. 31, 1987 may be eligible for medical 
care for 15 health conditions.
   Diseases Associated with Agent Orange, VA has 
recognized certain cancers and other health problems 
as presumptive diseases associated with exposure to 
Agent Orange or other herbicides during military 
service. Veterans and their survivors may be eligible 
for disability compensation or survivors’ benefits for 
these diseases.
  • In Vietnam anytime between January 9, 1962 and 
May 7, 1975, including brief visits ashore or service 
aboard a ship that operated on the inland waterways 
of Vietnam.
  • In or near the Korean demilitarized zone anytime 
between April 1, 1968 and August 31, 1971.
   AL Amyloidosis, B-Cell Leukemia’s, Chloracne (skin 
condition), Diabetes Type 2, Hodgkin’s Disease, Isch-
emic Heart Disease, Multiple Myeloma, Non-Hodg-
kin’s Lymphoma, Parkinson’s Disease, Peripheral 
Neuropathy, Porphyria Cutanea Tarda (liver dysfunc-
tion), Prostate Cancer, Respiratory Cancers, Soft Tis-
sue Sarcoma’s.
   Hearing and Tinnitus (Ringing in the Ears), Hear-
ing loss is one of the most common military service-
related injuries. Hearing loss is a growing complaint 
for today’s Veterans because of their history of noise 

exposure, coupled with 
aging of many Veterans. 
Veterans may be eligible 
for disability compensa-
tion and free hearing aids.
Pension, Housebound, 

and Aid/Attendance, VA helps Veterans and their 
families cope with financial challenges by providing 
supplemental income through the Veterans Pension 
benefit. Veterans Pension is a tax-free monetary benefit 
payable to low-income wartime Veterans, or surviving 
spouse/dependents.
   County and State Grants for emergent Need, VA 
helps Veterans and dependents offer a one-time pay-
ment for an unforeseen situation has caused a tempo-
rary financial emergency or hardship that a grant, if 
approved, would resolve and the applicant can show 
that they will be able to meet future expenses.
   Burial Benefits, Government furnished markers, free 
burial in National Cemeteries, burial allowance, survi-
vor benefits and more.
 

   AN OWOSSO veterans color guard led the Memo-
rial Day Parade Monday afternoon, May 27, that 
stepped off from Fayette Square.

(Independent Photo/JACKIE LEONE)
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CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP RAM

Durand • 989-288-2666

JEEP.COM

Thank You 
       Veterans!

Thank You
 for your Duty, Sacrifi ce & Heroism!

 4051 S. M-52, Owosso
989-723-2122

tridentfi rearmshs.com
tridentfi rearmshs@gmail.com

1826 E. Main St., Owosso • 989-723-8122
www.schneiderappliance.com

Watch for Big Changes Coming!

SCHNEIDERS
APPLIANCE

Veterans 
Get 6 Months 
Same As Cash

Always 90 Days Same 
As Cash or Interest 
Free for 1 Year with 
Approved Credit.

Schneider’s salutes the men and women who have 
served and are currently serving in our armed forces.

M-F 8:30-7
Sat. 10-5

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Serving Insurance Needs Since 1903

(989) 725-7134
Toll Free 1-866-255-0512

clh-insurance.com

200 W. Exchange St.
Owosso

Thanks To 
Our Troops

On 
Veterans 

Day!

shiAwAssee YoUng MArine
Continued from Page 12

Advanced Leadership School and two in-
vited Young Marines.
    The Young Marines is a national 
non-profit 501c(3) youth education and 
service program for boys and girls, age 
eight through the completion of high 
school. The Young Marines promotes the 
mental, moral and physical development 
of its members. The program focuses 
on teaching the values of leadership, 

teamwork and self-discipline so its 
members can live and promote a healthy, 
drug-free lifestyle. Since the Young Ma-
rines’ humble beginnings in 1959 with 
one unit and a handful of boys, the or-
ganization has grown to over 300 units 
with 10,000 youth and 3,000 adult vol-
unteers in 46 states, the District of Co-
lumbia, Germany, Japan and affiliates in 
a host of other countries. 
     For more information, visit the of-
ficial website at: http://www.YoungMa-
rines.com/.   

     POST #2272 is always represented at the Durand Memorial Day Parade. They 
lead the parade down Saginaw Street and participate in the ceremony at the con-
clusion of the parade. This is the 21-gun salute, shown here, which is conducted 
each year. The Durand High School marching band also is on hand to play Taps.

 (Independent Photo/ELIZABETH WEHMAN)

Purpose of 21-Gun Salute
By Elizabeth Wehman

   The 21-Gun Salute ceremony originated in the 14th century as firearms and can-
nons came into use in battles. early gun devices contained only one projectile, dis-
charging them once and then rendered ineffective. Warships, at that time, would 
fire seven-gun salutes; the number seven probably selected due to its astrological 
and Biblical significance. Astrological significance being seven planets and phases 
of the moon as well as the Biblical analogy stating that God rested on the seventh 
day after creation, the seventh sabbatical year in Bible times as well as the seventh 
Jubilee year. 
   The salute has been a universal custom with only the time and place differing.  A 
North African tribe would often trail their spear points into the ground to indicate 
no hostility. Salutes on shore began first with 21 guns, when sodium nitrate was 
added to gun powder the salute began on ships at sea. A warship would often fire 
cannons harmlessly out to sea to signify all their ammunition was spent and lack 
of hostile intent.
   The 21-gun salute is the highest honor a nation could render, with varying customs 
among maritime powers. Confusion soon led with the saluting and return of salutes. 
In the 18th and 19th centuries, world pre-eminent power Great Britain compelled 
weaker nations to salute first. By agreement, the international salute was established 
at 21 guns, although the United States did not agree to this procedure until August 
of 1875.
     In 1810, the “national salute” was defined by the War Department as equal to the 
number of states in the Union at that time which was 17. On Independence Day, the 
salute was fired by all U.S. military installations at 1 p.m. and later it was established 
at noon. Whenever a U.S. President visited a military installation, he would receive 
a salute equal to the number of states.

Continued on Page 15 

Veterans Day Trivia
   The Declaration of Independence is housed in a special section of the rotunda of 
the National Archives in Washington, D.C.



Page 14   Veterans • A Supplement of the Independent   Sunday, Nov. 10, 2013 Veterans • A Supplement of the Independent   Sunday, Nov. 10, 2013   Page 15

Serving Insurance Needs Since 1903

(989) 725-7134
Toll Free 1-866-255-0512

clh-insurance.com

200 W. Exchange St.
Owosso

Thanks To 
Our Troops

On 
Veterans 

Day!

To All The Men & Women Who Have And Are Now 
Courageously Serving Our Country 

WE THANK YOU!

203 S. Water St., Owosso
989-723-4220
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Purpose of 21-Gun Salute
Continued from Page 14

      The Presidential salute of 21 guns officially began in 1842 in the United States. 
A “Salute to the Union,” was always a tradition on Independence Day and equaled 
the number of states. Fifty guns were also fired at military installations at the funeral 
of a President, ex-President or President-elect at the close of the day. 
    Today, the 21-gun salute is fired in honor of a national flag, the sovereign or chief 
of state or a foreign nation, a member of a reigning royal family or for the President, 
ex-President or President-elect. It is also rendered to other military and civilian lead-
ers of this and other nations. The number of guns is based on protocol rank and is 
always done in odd number increments.

       BEN GLARDON, as shown 
here, attended the July Veteran 
Dedication in Vernon and an-
nounced to the guests that he 
was introducing a bill to rename 
a section of M-71 in honor of 
Vernon World War II veteran, 
Private First Class Graham 
“Hoopie” Barlow, Jr. He pre-
dicted then that the whole pro-
cess would be completed some-
time this fall.
   On Wednesday, Oct. 23, Glar-
don contacted The Independent 
Newspaper to let us know that 
the bill was introduced in the 
last session along with many 
other bills wanting to also name 
a portion of a Michigan high-
way for an individual. Due to 
this, Governor Snyder became 
concerned over so many bills 
and asked Glardon to issue a 
few perimeters or standards to 
be attached to each bill. 
     Criteria are currently being 
worked on and “ironed out” on 
the House side to ensure that 
each person having a certain section of highway named for them follow these 
newly created standards. The M-71 bill does follow that criteria and standards, 
so Glardon is doing his best to push it through the House. Unfortunately, due to 
amount of requests like Glardons, many bills such as the M-71 one, are being 
stalled in the Senate. 
     Glardon announced that he does have an upcoming meeting with the Gov-
ernor’s staff to discuss the standards as well as a way to push these stalled bills 
through soon.

 (Independent Photo/ELIZABETH WEHMAN)

   MEMORIAL DAY FAMILY -- Members 
of the Lentz family of Corunna participat-
ed in several ways during the annual 2013 
Corunna Memorial Day Parade and cer-
emonies. Gathered here (from left) are Bill 
and Robyn Lentz and their five-year-old 
daughter, Mia. They were part of the crowd 
that watched the parade May 27. Elsewhere, 
their daughter, Hannah, is serving as the Co-
runna Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #4005 
2013 Poppy Queen and was riding on the 
VFW parade unit -- a converted fire truck.  
Their son, Gilby, was performing with the 
Corunna High School Marching Band. 

(Independent Photo/
HELEN A. GRANGER)

Veterans Day Trivia
   The youngest signer of the Declaration of Independence was edward Rutledge, 26. 
He later served as the 39th governor of South Carolina.
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Shiawassee County Drain Commissioner
Anthony “Tony”

Newman
and the Drain Offi ce 

Employees
989-743-2398

Paid for by the Committee to Re-Elect 
Tony Newman for County Drain Commissioner, 

8340 Juddville Rd., Corunna, MI 48817.

Thank 
You 

Veterans
& Our 

Service 
Men & 

Women

322 N. Water St. • Owosso • 989-723-3011

In Memory Of Our Own 
PFC. SHANE CANTU 8-28-12

- NEVER FORGOTTEN -

-Civille
Insurance

HEATING & COOLING

&
Thank you to our 

Veterans for 
keeping us safe!

We’ll do our best to 
keep you warm!

Every Degree Of Comfort
517-625-HEAT

Heating • Air Conditioning • Fireplaces

★★★
★
★

American Legion
Post 57

201 E. Mason, Owosso, MI 48867
989-723-4046

★ ★

★We Salute 
     Their Bravery

 Joe’s Auto Body Shop
 Auto-Glass • Wrecker Service

 M-W-F 8am-5:30pm  •  T-Th 8am-6:30pm •  Sat 9am-1pm

 1788 W. Lansing Rd. • Perry • 625-6340

 YOUR COMPLETE 
Auto Body Shop
 We also have a complete 

detail shop to give your ride 
a showroom shine!

 Unexpected Run In?

Building Michigan Since 1949

8888 E. 
Lansing Rd. 

Durand
989-288-6046

www.riversidemarket.net

Durand
311 N. Oak St.
989-288-3382

Deli 989-288-6351

Montrose
10236 Vienna Rd.

810-639-6285
Deli 810-639-DELI

Open
7am-10pm
7 Days a

Week

Double Coupons 7 Days a Week! Hours: 7am-10pm 7 Days a Week - Not Responsible For Printing Errors - We reserve the right to limit quantities.

We Remember and Honor 
     America’s Veterans and the 
            Men & Women Serving 
                      This Great Nation.

★
★

★

★
★

★★
★

Friends and Brothers in Arms
Chesaning Class of 2010

Alma
989-463-5556

Chesaning
989-845-2250

Montrose
810-639-1040

Spc. Brett Keck, US Army
101st Airborne, Ft. Campbell, KY

Lance Cpl. Zack Reeves
U.S. Marine Corp. Reserve, Grand Rapids

Red Poppies
   Following the trench warfare of the 1st World War, which took 
place in the poppy fields of Flanders, red poppies have become a 
symbol of remembrance of soldiers who have died during wartime.
   The poppy species of wartime remembrance is Papaver rhoeas, the 
red-flowered corn poppy which is a common weed in Europe. This 
flower is found in many locations, including Flanders, which is the 
setting for the famous poem “In Flanders Fields.”

Shiawassee County Veterans Affairs
201 N. Shiawassee St. • 3rd Floor, Surbeck Bldg. • Corunna, MI 48817

989-743-2231
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Friends and Brothers in Arms
Chesaning Class of 2010

Alma
989-463-5556

Chesaning
989-845-2250

Montrose
810-639-1040

Spc. Brett Keck, US Army
101st Airborne, Ft. Campbell, KY

Lance Cpl. Zack Reeves
U.S. Marine Corp. Reserve, Grand Rapids

8978 E. Lansing Rd. • Durand • 989-288-6993
info@DeislerElectric.com • www.DeislerElectric.com

To Those Who Bravely Fought For America’s 
Freedom - We Are Forever Grateful!

DEISLER 
ELECTRIC, INC.

103 W. Clinton St., Durand 
989-288-6165

We Salute Our Veterans 
and Proud Of Our Military 
Men & Women

American Red Cross
Continued from Page 6

   Red Cross volunteers across the United States and on military installations overseas 
sort and deliver the cards throughout the holiday season. The Red Cross has received 
and distributed more than 6.5 million cards for members of the U.S. Armed Forces, 
veterans and their families since the program began in 2006.
   To ensure that cards are delivered in time for the holidays, they must be post-
marked no later than December 6. Individuals are asked to refrain from sending 
letters, monetary donations or any other kinds of inserts with the cards. Please also 
refrain from using glitter. More information and card requirements can be found at 
redcross.org/holidaymail.
   The Red Cross also invites the public to share photos and videos of their card signing 
efforts or their holiday greeting for troops by using the hashtag #HolidayMail on their 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Vine accounts. The Red Cross will use the material 
on its social sites throughout the holiday season. The public also can connect with fel-
low card senders through Facebook.com/redcross and Twitter.com/redcross.
   The Red Cross relies on the support of the American people to carry out its mission 
of service to the 2 million members of the U.S. Armed Forces, 24 million veterans and 
their families. During this holiday season, the public can also support all Red Cross 
services by making a financial donation at redcross.org or by calling 1-800-RED-
CROSS. Individuals can also give the gift of life by making an appointment to give 
blood at redcrossblood.org or by calling 1-800-ReDCROSS.

   THIS MARKER, placed 
in remembrance of Co-
runna native Army Pfc.
Shane Cantu, who died 
in Afghanistan while 
serving with the 173rd 
Airborne, was dedicated 
Memorial Day, May 27, 
at the base of an oak tree 
that was planted earlier 
in Emerson Grove (be-
hind Owosso’s Emerson 
Elementary School) to 
honor the fallen soldier.

(Independent Photo/
JACKIE LEONE)

      THIS MEMORIAL MONUMENT was erected in McCurdy Park in honor of 
the men and women who fought, served and died in World War II and were from 
Corunna and the surrounding areas. Eight names are on the middle front of the 
monument of those who are remembered. 
     The monument is located at the front of McCurdy Park just off Corunna Avenue. 
   Additional names have been added. The names were not a part of the original 
monument and later were added to be sure the men serving in World War II from 
Shiawassee County were all accounted for and honored. 

 (Independent Photo/KAREN MEAD-ELFORD)

 Byron • 989-634-5962 
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J & S TIRE
Bridgestone/Firestone/Hankook
Steve Gill
Owner
989-729-7500
Fax 989-729-7600

With Our Deepest Appreciation To � ose Who 
Served To Protect Our Freedom - � ank You!

114 E. Exchange St.
Owosso, MI

Dedication, Honor, Courage, Sacrifi ce
Let us not forget those who have or are serving and 

their families, as we give thanks!
Signed: Kelly Bila and Dana Cook

Dedicated to serving your real estate needs

Kelly Bila Dana Cook

Remember Those 
Who Served

4530 Lansing Rd., Bancroft  989-634-9156

446 E. McNeil St., Corunna
(Behind McNeil Street Market)

989-720-1BBQ        
                        ( 1 2 2 7 )

Free Dessert with Purchase of Any Sandwich or Entree
- Sat., Nov. 9 - Mon., Nov. 11 For Veterans Only -

Beer & Food Specials
EVERYDAY

We remember the men and women 
who have fought and served to 

keep us safe at home!

 Paid for by the committee to Reelect Tom Dwyer, 651 W. Pasadena Dr., Owosso, MI 48867

Thomas W. Dwyer
Shiawassee County Treasurer

3333 S. M-52
Owosso

989-725-2368

 • BODY SHOP 
• SPECIALTY WORK

• FULL SERVICE 
COLLISION

• FREE ESTIMATES 
• ALL INSURANCES

25 Years

989-834-2228
9480 E. M-21, Ovid

You Fought For 

Our Homes...

Thank You!
Ovid

Healthcare 
Center

  WALLY Noe a rela-
tive of five brothers and 
one sister who served in 
World War II is shown 
stepping back after he 
laid a wreath May 24 at 
the Corunna World War 
II monument in recog-
nition of the then-up-
coming Memorial Day 
observance.
  The wreath was placed 
in memory of the late 
Shane Cantu of Corun-
na who died last year 
while serving in Afghan-
istan. The Noe family at-
tended the May 24 dedi-
cation of the last two 
Noe family member’s 
names being placed on 
the monument.

(Independent Photo/
HELEN A. GRANGER)

FlAg Code
   The section of federal law deal-
ing with American Flag etiquette 
is referred to as the flag code. 
The flag code says the univer-
sal custom is to display the U.S. 
flag from sunrise to sunset on 
buildings and stationary flag-
staffs in the open, but when a 
patriotic effect is desired the flag 
may be displayed 24-hours a day 
if properly illuminated at night. 

Source: www.vfw.org/

    THIS CIVIL WAR monument 
sits directly in front of the Corun-
na County Courthouse in honor 
of soldiers who fought and died in 
the Civil War from 1861 through 
1865. In memory of the union sol-
diers and marines who fought in 
that war.

 (Independent Photo/
KAREN MEAD-ELFORD)
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Thank You
VETERANS!

We honor you and 
appreciate your service!

NMLS ID #562117

Corunna
2665 E. M-21
Corunna, MI

Owosso
1720 W. M-21

Owosso, MI

989.725.7158  |  lafcu.com

Robert Zalokar, CFP®, CPA
Certifi ed Financial Planner™ Professional
121 W. Exchange 
Owosso Phone: 989-725-1116

Fax: 989-725-1117

A Salute To 
All American 
Armed Forces 
Members Past, 

Present 
& Future For 

Keeping America 
Safe & Free!

Durand
(989)288-5336

 ★ ★
In Honor 
Of The Men 
& Women 
Who Serve 
Our Country

 ★
 ★

 ★

The Independent Staff Salutes Our Families Veterans
On this very special day, Veterans Day 2013, the staff of The Independent Newsgroup would like to encourage you to reflect upon the sacrifices made by area veterans.

We are grateful to these people and numerous other local veterans who have contributed so much.

George L. Keck - Navy Medic
Karen Mead-Elford’s Grandfather

Pfc. David Mead
Karen Mead-Elford’s Uncle

Brett Keck - Currently Serving
Karen Mead-Elford’s Cousin’s Son

David Wehman
Elizabeth Wehman’s Husband

William Hollabaugh
Dawn Kelley’s Grandfather

Floyd Frederick Habermehl 
Elizabeth Wehman’s Father

Sgt. Keith Lawrence
Stacy Moiles’ Father

Sgt. Joseph Morris
Kim Morris Lazar’s Father

Spc. Keith Lawrence II
Stacy Moiles’ Brother

Sgt. Millard Lawrence
Stacy Moiles’ Uncle

Troy Moiles
Stacy Moiles’ Brother-In-Law

Photo Unavailable

Cody Meyer
Dawn Kelley’s Brother-In-Law

Charles Abner
Dawn Kelley’s Uncle

Tom Giles
Dawn Kelley’s Father

Richard Blust
Kelly Sereseroz’s Father
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Thank you Veterans 
for your service!

Remember to care 
for the ones you

love by taking care 
of yourself.

Services and Crisis 
Intervention Available 24/7
989-723-6791
800-622-4514

www.shiacmh.org

    Serving Shiawassee, Clinton 
& Gratiot Counties!

   
  

                    
 

 

OVID BRANCH - 1090 Baese Court 
ST. JOHNS (Main Office) - 1200 Zeeb Drive 

FOWLER BRANCH - 10667 E. Second St. 

www.JourneyFCU.org 

989.224.9511 

    IT WAS an emotional moment for Mark Agnew (above, left) and his wife Debi 
(right) when he was named Curwood Festival Mr. Owosso for 2013 Saturday evening, 
June 8, during the contest/coronation event in The Outpost entertainment tent.
  Campaigning for the Pfc. Shane Cantu Scholarship Fund, Agnew raised over 
$103,000 to earn the title.

  (Independent Photo/JACKIE LEONE)

   Pfc. Shane Cantu, 20, of Corunna became the first 
Shiawassee County resident killed in the Afghanistan 
war on Tuesday, Aug. 28, 2012. 
   The Pfc. Shane Cantu Scholarship Fund was initiated 
in his memory.  Mark Agnew (far left) campaigned and 
raised $103,000 for the fund.
  A marker has also been placed in remembrance of 
Cantu at the base of an oak tree behind Emerson El-
ementary School in Owosso. (See Page 17)
  Cantu graduated from Corunna High School in 2010.

(Independent File Photo)


