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These 
Animals 
May Help 
Your 

Garden
   Planning and maintaining a garden requires a lot of effort, which can result in an 
aesthetically pleasing addition to the landscape. But that hard work can also fall 
victim to nature when local wildlife find a garden too mouth-watering to resist.
   In an effort to rid a garden of unwanted pests, gardeners may unwittingly scare 
away animals and insects that might just protect the garden from more ill-inten-
tioned animals. Not every creature that scurries is out to get prized petunias or to 
devour tomatoes. In fact, many can prove beneficial to gardens.

Bats
   Bats have a bad reputation, as people unnecessarily fear bats because they believe 
them to be carriers of disease. But many bats feed off of insects or fruits and will not 
harm a human. The average brown bat can eat 1,000 mosquitoes in an hour, so it’s 
easy to see why bats are good to have around. Mosquitoes are not only a nuisance 
but also harbor potentially 
dangerous diseases. Bats 
also may eat certain ro-
dents, which can cut down 
on the number of animals 
burrowing in a yard.

Frogs
   Frogs and toads will 
prey on insects and make 
the local insect popula-
tion more manageable. 
Toads eat mainly slugs, 
who feed on the leaves 
and fruits of many plants. 
Frogs and toads are at-
tracted to water, so in-
cluding a pond or another 
water feature in the gar-
den will provide them 
with a habitat they like.

Birds
   While it is true that some 
birds can damage crops, 
many birds are content to 
feed on insects attracted 
to the garden, which helps 
to keep insect numbers in 
check. Chickadees, for ex-
ample, will dine on aphid 
eggs, while larger birds 
may prey on mice or other 
rodents or simply scare 
them out of the garden. 
Jays and mockingbirds are 

known to be feisty and can even deter dogs and cats from a yard. Hummingbirds 
will sip on the nectar of flowers and help pollinate plants.

Snakes
   Snakes in a garden can be disconcerting to some people, but snakes are ideal 
predators who feed on insects and rodents several times their size. Snakes are the 
right size and shape to invade the burrows of pest animals.

Butterflies and Bees
   Butterflies and bees are responsible for pollinating the vast majority of plants. 
Avoid using pesticides that may diminish butterfly or bee populations. A beehive 
right next to a garden may not be practical, but don’t make attempts to destroy 
it. Consult with a profes-
sional beekeeper to see 
what can be done to move 
the beehive without de-
stroying it.
   Many animals and in-
sects can be detrimental 
to the health of a garden. 
However, several animals 
are handy to have around 
and should be welcomed 
to the landscape. GT144059
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memorialhealthcare.org/orthopedic

When your joints ache, turn to the bone 
and joint care specialists at Memorial 

Healthcare, where our orthopedic surgeons 
have more than 70 years of surgical experience.  

Our minimally invasive knee, hip and shoulder 
procedures can help you get back to doing 
what you love, with less pain and minimal 
scarring.

Mid Michigan Orthopedics
Owosso 989-725-6101
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Sealing a Driveway can Extend its Life 
   Installing an asphalt or a concrete driveway can be 
an expensive undertaking. To preserve the fresh, new 
look of the driveway, have the driveway sealed and 
then routinely seal it to keep it looking pristine.
   A good sealant can keep a driveway looking new 
longer and also can rejuvenate the appearance of an 
older driveway. Sealant can be compared to car wax. 
It provides an outer coating that will repel stains, stop 
UV rays from fading the driveway and help to protect 
against cracks and driveway degradation.
   Over time, asphalt driveways will begin to fade in color and the stone and rocks 
used in the asphalt mix will appear more prominent. By sealing the driveway, a ho-
meowner can maintain its original dark color.
   Another reason to seal a driveway is to reduce the chance of freeze-thaw damage. 
This type of damage results when water penetrates the surface of the driveway and 
then expands as it freezes. The expansion can cause cracks and fissures, as well as 
compromise the soil underneath the driveway, making it sink or become unstable. 
Sealed driveways help to keep water beading on the surface of the driveway, rather 
than being absorbed into the driveway material. When water no longer beads on the 
driveway, this is often an indicator that the driveway needs to be resealed.
   There are some guidelines to follow when sealing driveways. When starting, seal-
ant should not be applied immediately after the driveway is poured. Concrete needs 
to cure for a period of up to one month before sealant should be applied. Fresh as-
phalt contains oils that eventually evaporate. The oils are what makes fresh asphalt 
pliable and soft. Once these oils evaporate, the asphalt gets harder and more durable. 
Sealers can prevent evaporation and may make the asphalt permanently soft.
   After the initial base application of sealant, the driveway should only be sealed 
every two to three years, depending on its condition. Sealants are just coatings, and 
adding too many layers can cause the sealant coatings to crack and peel away.
   Sealing a driveway is a labor-intensive process that’s best left to professionals. 
These professionals have the knowledge of technique and the right tools to get 
an even, thin coating of sealant. Remember, a driveway should not be walked or 
driven on for a minimum of 24 hours after sealant is applied. Weather conditions 

also can influence the amount of time it takes for the 
driveway to cure.
   Having the driveway sealed prolongs its durability 
and appearance. It also can make the driveway less 
prone to staining and cracking, making this project a 
sound investment. SH142915SPRING

IS HERE, TIME TO

CLEAR

Industries of Mid-Michigan, Inc.

Opening April 1st

Stop out to shop for 
your Easter lilies and 
fl owers, as well as, 
Mother’s Day plants!

Bulk Seed 20% Off 
during April

Seed potatoes & onion sets available

9662 E. M-21, Ovid
989-834-2600

   A good sealant 
can keep a 

driveway looking 
new longer and 

also can rejuvenate 
the appearance of 
an older driveway.

Budget Tip for Your Home Project
   If there is a custom tile or specific design that you really like that is not within your 
budget for the entire kitchen or bathroom, think about using it as an accent instead. 
Rely on less expensive tiles for much of the room, then sprinkle in the accent tiles 
for the style you want. The finished project will look high-end, but you will likely 
have stayed within your budget. You also can save money by shopping at a reuse 
center or one that sells remnants and leftover materials from larger jobs. For ex-
ample, it’s possible to find a piece of marble or granite that would fit perfectly as a 
countertop in a bathroom. SH142970
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Prep Work Before Painting
   Painting a home’s interior can give it a completely new 
look and feel. A fresh coat of paint can make a room feel 
more vibrant and up-to-date, creating a whole new at-
titude within the room without breaking the bank.
   Whether creating an accent wall or painting each wall 
within a room, painting is a relatively easy and inexpen-
sive home improvement project. But that doesn’t mean 
painting does not require a little prep work before the 
project can begin.
   *Address any holes or bumps on the wall. Holes 
or cracks in the wall will need to be patched with 
spackle, which then must dry before the wall can be 
given a new coat of paint. In addition, sand down any 
bumps until the walls are smooth and free of any un-
sightly abnormalities.
   *Wash the walls. Walls can get dirty, and that dirt may 
or may not be masked by paint. Before adding a new 
coat of paint, wash the walls and inspect them for dust. 
Dust can collect on molding, especially in rooms that get 
little natural air. When dust has collected on the molding 
and around doorways and trim, use a damp cloth to wipe 
it away before adding any new paint.
   *Apply primer. Primer can serve many functions, not 
the least of which is its role as a bonding agent between 
the wall and the top coat of paint. Primer can also help 
conceal dark colors, prevent stains and increase the life 
expectancy of the paint job you are about to undertake.
   *Prepare your paint. Preparing the paint is a simple 

task, but one novice painters may not be aware of. When 
opening a new can of paint, stir the paint before using it. 
In addition, even if you don’t plan to use a roller when 
painting, do not paint straight from the can, which can 
be heavier to hold than a small bowl, and a light bowl 
is less likely to be spilled than a potentially heavy can 
of paint. In addition, once paint has been removed from 
the can, replace the lid so dust and other impurities do 
not settle in the can.
   *Purchase painter’s tape. Painter’s tape can be 

especially valuable to novice painters. Painter’s tape 
makes it easier to paint smooth and clean paint lines, 
giving a room a more professional looking coat of paint 
without the cost of hiring a professional painter.
   Painting can be an inexpensive and fun way to up-
grade a home’s interior. But even though painting does 
not require the technical know-how of more large-scale 
home improvement projects, it still requires some prep 
work and attention to detail to ensure the job is done 
right. FH139450

The Future Starts 
In Your Own Backyard...
We Help Make That Vision A Reality!

OPEN HOUSE APRIL 26-27
OPEN HOUSE HOURS: Noon-5pm
Hot Dogs and Lemonade
Workshop During Open House:
“How To Build a Teeny Tiny Landscape”

Donate $5 to our selected charity / Get 10% Off 

Your Total Purchase That Day!

Van Atta’s
Greenhouse & Flower Shop

9008 Old M-78, Haslett
Open 7 Days A Week!

For more details visit

www.vanattas.com
or call 517.339.1142

Open
Year

Round

989-723-7861
2049 E. Corunna Ave., Owosso, MI 48867

$10 OFF 
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Expires 4-30-14

$50 OFF 
Any $500 purchase
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Expires 4-30-14

$100 OFF 
Any $1,000 purchase

Limit 1 coupon per purchase
Expires 4-30-14

One Year 
SAME 
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Bad Driveway?

REPAIR OLD OR INSTALL NEW 
DRIVEWAYS, RENTAL AND 

INDUSTRIAL PARKING AREAS
Crushed: Asphalt, Concrete, Stone and Sand
- Custom driveways for every need.

- Nutrient rich black dirt also available.
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE 

ON-SITE ESTIMATES!
G.W. (Tim) Holzhausen

SAND & GRAVEL
989-627-3638
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Recognizing Safety Hazards 
Around the House

   Home may be where the heart is, but it also can be an 
unsafe place if safety hazards are not recognized and 
addressed. The Consumer Product Safety Commission 
says that each year 33.1 million people are injured by 
consumer products and other dangers in the home. 
Here is a collection of home hazards that can compro-
mise safety around the house.
   *Flooding: Super storms have been wreaking havoc 
on many areas of the country. Flooding is a common 
side effect of strong rains and high tides, and the af-
termath of a flood can turn a home from a haven into 
a hazard. Microorganisms in flood waters may con-
taminate drinking water, and wet walls and floors 
can present a breeding ground for insects, pests and 
microorganisms like mold and mildew. The National 
Safety Council says microorganisms can penetrate into 
soaked, porous materials and later be released into the 
air and inhaled. Flooding also may lead to weakened or 
rotted floorboards.

   *Magnets: Very small magnets are popular in jewel-
ry, toys, building sets, and more. The number of prod-
ucts with strong magnets has increased, which may 
pose significant safety threats to children. The CPSC 
says that magnets have contributed to one death and 86 
injuries since 2005. Eight million magnetic toys have 
been recalled. Magnets that are swallowed may not 
pass easily through the digestive system. Oftentimes, 
they can get trapped in place when attracted to one an-
other or a piece of metal and pinch or twist the intes-
tines, potentially causing blockage or infection.
   *Furniture tip-over: Large furniture and electron-
ics that are not balanced well or anchored to a wall 
can be pulled over by children and even adults. Small 
children can be seriously injured by tip-over accidents. 
Tip-overs cause an estimated 22 deaths per year.
   *Pools and spas: While drowning in pools and spas is 
a leading cause of death, there are other dangers lurking. 
Faulty underwater lighting, appliances that fall into the 
water and aging wiring can result in electrocution. The 
CPSC notes that suction from a pool or spa drain is also 
potentially hazardous. The majority of suction accidents 
involved children, but suction can hold an adult under-
water. There have even been cases of people being dis-
emboweled from pool drains. Installing a safety vacuum 
release system that turns off the pool pump when a drain 
is blocked can prevent entrapment.
   *Fire: Home fire injuries are highest among seniors 
and children under the age of five. In addition, home 
fires are a leading cause of emergency room visits. 
Smoke alarms on every level of the house can alert 
to danger, but ensuring candles are extinguished and 
electrical wiring is up to date and making sure space 
heaters and other appliances are not left unattended 
can help prevent fires.
   *Garage doors: The CPSC says an average of 20,000 
people each year are treated in the hospital for injuries 
caused by garage doors. From fingers and toes getting 
trapped to heavy doors falling on children and adults, 
garage doors can cause serious injury.
   *Falls: Falls are a leading cause of injury to people 
of all ages. Falls down stairs, from windows and off of 
ladders are just some of the reasons people visit emer-
gency rooms each and every day. Ensuring there are 
no tripping hazards around the house and also having 
sturdy handles and guardrails present for use by the 
elderly can help prevent some falls.
   There are many dangers around the house, and aware-
ness of such hazards can prevent serious injury. TF138422

211 S. Elm St. • Owosso
989-723-6751

Your Complete Building CenterBuilding supplies for every need

Don’t Pay For Another 
High Heating Bill!

Come to 
Valley Lumber 
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insulation
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QuiCK & eAsy
• self-feeding system
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• fiberglas™ insulation releases
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  machine.
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BRITTON’S BEST ASPHALT
989-723-8770

NEW BLACK TOP DRIVEWAYS
Crushed Asphalt - Limestone

*REPAIR & SEALER*
Since 1967 • FREE ESTIMATES

Get Rid 
of it Now! 

• Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Farm & Volume Discounts • Front Discharge Mixers

1 & 2 Yard Long Concrete Blocks
Serving The Owosso Area For Over 50 Years

Phone:  (989) 723-1295 or 1-800-442-4541
441 Cleveland, Owosso

OWOSSO
READY MIX CO.

Owned & Operated by Bob Ardelean

FREE ESTIMATES Baker Insurance Agency
        Call Bill, Jed, Bob, Pat or Tom

11927 Main St., Lennon  810-621-3400
We are independent agents proudly representing

“If you hear a voice within you say 
‘you cannot paint,’ then by all means paint, 

and that voice will be silenced.”
~ Vincent Van Gogh
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Give Your Home an Energy Makeover
   Renovations that take inventory of energy use and strive toward efficiency have 
grown increasingly popular over the years. Homeowners fed up with high utility 
bills want to conserve costs, and there are a number of ways to revamp a home to be 
more energy efficient.
   The first step in a home energy makeover is to find out where your home is losing 
money. Certain municipal and environmental agencies offer home assessments, dur-
ing which they will do a complete walk-through of your home and highlight areas that 
can be improved. Private companies also perform energy audits on a home. They may 
be able to point out appliances, windows or landscaping issues that could be compro-
mising the efficiency of a home. These people may have a more intimate knowledge of 
insulation ratings and window efficiency ratings than the average homeowner.
   In addition to having an energy audit on your home to save money on utility bills, 
a professional audit may make you eligible for tax incentives and rebates. That can 
mean even more savings and may even increase the value of your home.
   Until a thorough energy assessment can be made, there are some easy and relatively 
inexpensive fixes any homeowner can undertake to help improve energy efficiency.
   *Clean air filters. Trapped dust and debris in a filter makes furnaces and air con-
ditioners work harder. Once filters are free from dust, air can blow more smoothly 
through the system.
   *Plug leaks. Air leaks could be sucking energy out of your home and money out 
of your wallet. Once you find any leaks, you can use weather stripping and caulking 
to seal up breaches and save energy and money.
   *Invest in insulation. Install high-efficiency insulation in attics and between walls 
to prevent energy loss and keep more warm or cool air in the home. A well-insulated 
house requires less heating and cooling to keep the temperature indoors stable, and 
that translates to less money spent on utilities.
   *Swap out light bulbs. 
Switching bulbs from in-
candescent to more effi-
cient LED or CFL bulbs 
can save money in the 
long run.
   By making a few simple 
changes, homeowners can 
increase their energy sav-
ings around the house. 
Investing in an energy au-
dit and makeover can pin-
point key areas that need 
improvement. TF139518
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122HD45 $249.95
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 LLOYD MILLER & SONS, INC.
TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT COMPANY
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   & Installation
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Serving Owosso Area
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Stamped, Colored 

or Decorative Concrete

OF OWOSSO
812 W. Main, Owosso (Westown)

989-729-6852

Come Visit Our
New Showroom
See Our Selection of

Furniture

Call Jim 

For Your FREE 

In-home consultation!

&

Did you 
know?

   Fossil specimens found 
in the United States and 
Northern Africa indi-
cate that roses have been 
around for at least 30 mil-
lion years. Although there 
are thousands of different 
species of roses, and like-
ly many more that haven’t 
yet been classified, only a 
handful of roses are con-
sidered the most popular. 
These popular varieties 
include the hybrid tea, 
floribunda, grandiflora, 
climber, and miniature 
roses. TF126225

(Photo by Karen Mead-Elford)
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& service!

The Area’s 
Most Complete 
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814 W. 
Main St.  

OWOSSO

989-725-8373

 Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work
Preparation for Concrete

 Ron Keck
     CELL 517-896-5261

Holes -n- More -LLC
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Managing 
Difficult Yard 
Situations
   Many homeowners aim for a pic-
ture perfect lawn complete with 
rolling acres of soft, green grass. 
But Mother Nature may have other 
things in mind, providing homeown-
ers with less-than-stellar growing 
conditions for their lawns, plants and 
other foliage. Frustration can mount 
when a yard is muddy, is especially 
shady or has soil that doesn’t seem to 
grow a thing. In such instances, ho-
meowners may have to go the extra 
mile to get the yard they desire.

Irrigation Issues
   Improper drainage or low-lying areas in a yard may 
contribute to a muddy mess. Soil that is inhospitable 
for grass also may end up causing muddy patches 
because the grass simply does not grow. In some 
cases, remedying a muddy yard is easy and inexpen-
sive. Some homeowners find that tilling the soil and 

amending it with a fiber mulch helps 
to absorb extra water and make the 
conditions better for lawn seeds 
to sprout. This also helps to aer-
ate compacted soil that can hinder 
grass growth. Adding soil fill also 
may help to level low-lying areas 
that can be puddling.
   Some homeowners find that they 
need to do a little more work and 
spend some more money to fix ir-
rigation issues. Installing a draining 
system or having the property sloped 
to draw water away can sometimes 
be done by a homeowner but is of-
ten best left to a professional. You 
may need to dig trenches, and the 
property may need to be regraded 
to make a difference.

Sandy Soil
   Grass and other plants may not grow well with sandy 
or clay soil. Again, amending the soil is one way to 
remedy the problem. Although it will take some work 
at the outset, amending the soil can improve conditions 
and reduce how much maintenance the lawn needs. 
Digging down several inches and adding nutrient-rich 
filler soil will help create conditions that are better for 
growing. Those who are interested in planting vegeta-
bles could opt for raised garden beds above the chal-
lenging soil.

Shade
   Sometimes a yard is problematic because of the 
amount of sunshine it receives. Too much sunshine can 
scald certain grasses, while inadequate sunshine may 
result in bare patches where grass won’t grow. If cost is 
no object, removing or planting trees to establish bet-
ter growing conditions could be an option. However, 
today there are many grass blends that are tailored

Continued on Page 8

 CERTIFIED
WATER

SPECIALIST

805 W. Main St., Owosso
989-725-5515

The only certifi ed 
whole-house Arsenic 

Reduction fi lter on the market.

B

Jed Dingens, AIA, LEED AP, NCARB

989.277.5919  Mobile
989.743.6004  Offi ce
1109 E. King St., Corunna
Jed@DingensArchitects.com

“Architecture is the learned game, correct and 
magnificent, of forms assembled in the light.”

~ Le Corbusier
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LLC

FULL LAWN SERVICE
LANDSCAPE & DESIGN

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
(989) 725-7296
(989) 666-1527

• Fully Insured • References Upon Request
Senior Discount w/Season Lawn Bid 

NOW
QUOTING 
SPRING 

LAWNCARE!

 Serving Shiawassee County 
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& Insured

 • Roofi ng
• Remodeling
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 The Lady Who Paints
 ~ Marita Rodgers ~

“Spruce Up For Spring With Fresh Paint!”
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 ~ with ~

 Terry Rodgers
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 Specializing in Roofi ng & Remodeling

 989-729-1945  “Hire the Original”

Call Us For All Your Insurance Needs

blackmore-rowe
insurance

Group • Individual
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HOME • AUTO

Let Us Help You!
DURAND 989-288-2654

Yvonne RyanStephanie Boyer

BYRON 810-266-4892
Beverly MillerTom Ray

www.blackmorerowedurand.com www.blackmorerowebyron.com

OPEN
HOUSE
May 4th

Managing Difficult Yard Situations
Continued from Page 7

toward specific sunlight scenarios. Homeowners may find that low-light blends will 
grow better in shady areas.
   For those who are finding no luck with grass blends, it may just be necessary to 
think creatively. Plant shade-loving plants, such as ferns or ground cover, where the 
grass won’t take. Design the landscape so it looks intentional. Flagstone and slate 
placed in certain areas also may mask temperamental growing areas.
   There are different options for managing various situations in the yard that can 
make growing lawn or other plants challenging. If projects are difficult, it could be 
smart to call in a professional. GT134015

Did you know?
   Watering a lawn can do more harm than good if the lawn is not watered correctly. 
Excessive watering is a waste of water and can cost homeowners money while 
harming the environment at the same time. Water that is not absorbed by the lawn 
can result in runoff, which causes nitrogen in the grass, any fertilizer that was ap-
plied and chemicals in the water itself to run into gutters and eventually pollute 
streams, rivers and oceans. In addition, grass needs oxygen in the soil to grow 
properly. But when a lawn is overwatered, the oxygen between the soil particles is 
pushed out, depriving roots of the oxygen they need to grow in strong. This leads 
to shallow root systems, which make a lawn more susceptible to stress, disease 
and insect infestation. But overwatering can also be unsightly, as lawns that are 
overwatered tend to have more weeds, robbing even the greenest of lawns of its 
aesthetic appeal. GT144055
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   Redecorating a room or an entire house can change 
the entire feel of the space dramatically. But an un-
predictable economy has made many consumers a 
little more particular when it comes to spending on 
home decor.
   Changing elements in a room does not have to be 
expensive. A few updated pieces or accessories can 
give a room an entirely new look without breaking 
the bank.

Slipcovers
   Slipcovers are no longer the amorphous sacks they 
once were. Slipcovers now come in all different price 
points. Spending a little more can mean getting a style 
that is elasticized or form-fitting, which will conform 
to the contours of a sofa or love seat. This is a simple 
way to cover up an outdated style of sofa fabric or a 
chair that has seen better days. Slipcovers also are a 
good way to protect new couches from damage when 
there are children or pets in the home.
   To get the right slipcover, measure the piece of 

furniture you intend to cover. Without the correct fit, 
even a well-crafted slipcover can look awkward and 
cheap. Pay attention to the material of the slipcover, so 
you know it will be durable and thick enough to cover 
an existing sofa fabric pattern.

Knobs and Pulls
   Breathe new life into older furniture by changing the 
knobs, draw pulls and handles. Many times furniture 
comes with standard brass knobs that can look dated 
over time. Using sleeker, more streamlined knobs can 
make traditional furniture look more modern. Chang-
ing pulls from metal to wood can make a room look 
more earthy or country. Home improvement stores and 
accessory retailers stock a wide variety of handles and 
knobs that can transform just about any piece of fur-
niture. And what cannot be found in a store can most 
likely be purchased online.

Paint or Stain
   Painting a room’s walls a different color can pro-

vide immediate results. 
But furniture also can be 
painted and stained. Many 
times older furniture is 
made from quality wood, 
not the type of composite 

Continued on Page 13

Solid Surface Countertops • Hardwood Trim Throughout
Maple Wood Floors in Living Room, Foyer and Hall

Gas Fireplace • Built-In Entertainment Center • 42” Flat Screen T.V. 
Raised Panel Maple Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

Walk-In Closets In All 3 Bedrooms • Glamour Master Bath
2 1/2 Car Garage • Mudroom with Built-In “Drop Zone”

Stainless Steel Appliance Package with Built-In Stainless Steel Oven
R-49 Insulation

www.stoddardhomes.com
M-52 - Just 1/2 Mile South of M-57, 

Chesaning • 989-845-2183

Finance Consultants from Metro Mortgage will be on hand for 
immediate financing and pre-approval.

Open HOuse
Indian Rock Subdivision

M-21 North of Auto Zone
1881 Arrowhead Lane • Owosso

Friday, March 29 • 10am-Noon & 3-5pm
Saturday 9am-3pm

MEET THE PACK

24hp to 90hp Tractors
Cab and Open Models
Michigan Iron and Equipment

Spring 2014 Open House
 New KIOTI® Products
 Skills Competitions

 Ride and Drive
 Food and Refreshments
 Fun for the Entire Family

Saturday, May 3rd
9:00am-3:00pm

Made in 
Michigan

KIOTI 5-PAW DEALER KIOTI 5-PAW DEALER

How to Give a Room a New Look without Breaking the Bank
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   Backyard soirees are a staple of summer for many families. 
Whether hosting a family reunion, a gathering of friends or a mix 
of both, such gatherings can be a great time to reconnect with your 
loved ones in a relaxing and natural setting.
   Hosting such gatherings might not require as much work as or-
ganizing a more formal get-together, but that doesn’t mean sum-
mer soirees don’t require a little work in advance of the guests’ 
arrival. That’s especially true if you plan to host the party out-
doors in your yard, which will need a little TLC before guests 
arrive. The following are a few tips to get your yard ready before 
your next summer soiree.
   *Cut the grass and clear your walkways. Cutting the grass before 
guests arrive might seem like common sense, but try to do so a 
couple of days before the party. This gives you an extra day or so to 
clear the walkways of grass clippings, and it saves you the trouble 
of cutting the grass on the day of the party when you’re likely to 
have more pressing tasks to take care of.
   *Decorate your yard. Decorations are a staple of parties held 
indoors, so why not decorate your home’s exterior when hosting 
a get-together in the backyard? Use freshly cut flowers from your 
own garden as centerpieces on your patio furniture, or purchase 
flowers of various colors from your local florist to add a dash or 
two of color to the festivities.
   *Clear the yard of toys. Before guests arrive, clear the yard of 
the kids’ toys, putting them away so guests don’t injure themselves 
by stepping on errant action figures or skateboards left hidden in 
the grass.
   *Trim trees and shrubs around walkways. While a backyard bar-
becue is less formal than a party held indoors, you still want your 
home to be as accommodating as possible for your guests. Don’t 
forget to trim trees and shrubs around the walkways so guests don’t 
feel like they’re on safari when coming to and from the backyard.
   *Make sure outdoor lighting is working properly. If you’re about 
to host your first event of the summer, inspect your home’s exte-
rior lighting so everyone isn’t left sitting in the dark. Check pa-
tio lighting and replace any bulbs and make sure the lights along 
your walkways are functioning at full capacity so guests can safely 
navigate their way around the party. You may even want to string 
holiday lights around the patio to create a more laid-
back ambiance in which guests can relax without lights 
beating down on them.
   *Protect your guests from insects. Insects like mosqui-
toes can quickly turn a swinging soiree into a nuisance, 
so purchase some decorative citronella candles to repel 
mosquitoes. Tiki torches along walkways and around 
the patio furniture may also prove effective insect re-
pellants. In addition, if there are any areas around your 
property where water has gathered, such as bird foun-
tains or puddles from recent rains, do your best to get 
rid of that water. Water attracts many insects, which lay 
their eggs in the standing water. The less standing wa-
ter around your property, the less likely any uninvited 
insect guests are to appear.
   Backyard gatherings are a staple of summer. But 
even if such soirees are less formal, hosts still must 
survey their property and address any issues before 
guests arrive. EL136223

 LLOYD MILLER 
& SONS, INC.

TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.
www.lloydmillerandsons.com
3695 E. M-21, Corunna   

989-743-4049

Al Shattuck, Agent
111 N Hickory Street, Owosso, MI 48867

Bus: 989-723-3232
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M-57 Surplus
Has Anything & Everything

you need to complete your 
Home Improvement Projects at
Prices That Can’t Be Beat!

Come see us on “The Curve” M-57 East of Chesaning

989-845-3178

How to prep your yard for summer parties

Cut the grass and clear 
your walkways.

Trim trees and shrubs
around walkways.

Make sure outdoor lighting 
is working properly.
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   Even a spotless home complete with 
the latest gadgets and popular kitchen 
and bathroom decor cannot compete 
with little eyesores that go unfixed. 
These may include anything from loose 
knobs to scuffed floors. Although it may 
take a little work, it’s generally easy to 
eradicate common blemishes.

Bathroom
   A home’s bathroom or bathrooms get 
more than their fair share of use. As a 
result, everything from stains to grout 
to rings around the toilet are common in 
the bathroom.
   Vinegar and baking soda can be handy 
tools in the bathroom. Pour vinegar into 
the toilet and add some baking soda to 
create a foaming action. Use a toilet 
brush to scrub the inside of the bowl. 
Then allow the solution to sit for an hour 
before flushing away.
   The same combination can be used to 
scrub down soap scum that accumulates 
inside the bath tub.
   Soak a cotton ball in vinegar and place 
on surfaces where hard water stains have 
accumulated. The vinegar will dissolve 
the scale and make it easy to wipe away.

KItchen
   No matter how many times you wash 
down a tiled kitchen floor, grout has a 

funny way of never quite coming clean. 
Purchase a grout-cleaning product from 
a home store and use a stiff-bristled 
brush or even a toothbrush to get into 
the grout lines. Then consider using a 
grout stain and sealer to prevent future 
discoloration.

wIndowS
   Few things around the house are as un-
sightly as torn window screens. Wheth-
er on house windows or porches, torn 
screens tell visitors that you don’t care 
very much about the appearance of your 
home. But repairing window screens is 
a relatively easy task. There are screen 
replacement kits that take you through 
the process step-by-step if you plan 
to replace the entire screen. For very 
small tears, you may be able to patch 
the damage. There are self-stick patches 
for screens, but often the glue draws at-
tention to the repair. Rather, get a small 
piece of new screen material and use an 
upholstery needle and invisible finishing 
thread to attach the patch.

furnIture
   Remedy nicks with furniture mark-
ers that can blend into the wood grain 
or other surface materials and mask the 
dings and dents. TF124028

Innovative features for an Incredible Experience
That’s The Cub Cadet Advantage

LTX1042KW LTX1050KW

$100 
OFF

FROM MARCH 15-
JUNE 15

STARTING AT 
$199.99

PRESSURE 
WASHER

STARTING AT

$279.99

2500psi
Unit

LAWN & GARDEN 
TRACTORS

CONTRACTORS REPAIR
13612 Woodbury Rd. • Haslett, MI 48840 • (517) 339-5709

ContractorsRepair.com*See dealer for details.

1000 Series 42”-50” Cut, 18-23 HP, 3 and 5-Year Warranty

Most people don’t understand. They look at a pile 
of wood and see a pile of work. You look at a pile 
of wood and see the result of an honest day’s 
work. With the E-Classic’s efficient design and 
operation, it requires up to 70% less wood than 
other wood-burning appliances. That means your 
woodpile will last longer. We do apologize for that.

Spend less time doing what
you love. Sorry about that.
Spend less time doing what
you love. Sorry about that.

CentralBoiler.com

All E-Classic outdoor wood furnaces adapt easily to new or existing heating 
systems. It’s important that your outdoor furnace and system be properly sized and 
installed. See your local dealer for more information.

Westmoreland Construction
5240 Morrice Road, Webberville, MI

517-468-3685

13-0308
CentralBoiler.com 

BROWN
HOME IMPROVEMENT

ROOFING

• Windows • Siding • Insulation
• Kitchens • Baths • Additions

• Storm Damage Repair

1-800-770-6561
Corunna

989-743-6463
www.brownhomeimprovement.com

“Your
Local Experts~
Call Us Today!”

REMODELING

Fix Common Household EyEsorEs

Vinegar and 
baking soda can be 
handy tools in the 

bathroom.

Consider using 
a grout stain and 
sealer to prevent 

discoloration.
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Pets offer families 
many things, in-
cluding love and 
c o m p a n i o n s h i p . 
But people who 
prefer especially 
furry pets often 
find these animals 
leave behind sig-
nificant amounts 
of fur on car-

pets, clothing and 
furniture.

   Shedded hair can be 
a pitfall of pet owner-

ship. Some animals shed 
a little, while others seem 

to leave behind patches of fur 
that may be mistaken for a second life form. Tumble-
weeds of fur may roll out from under sofas or attach 
to clothing, so it’s no wonder shedded pet hair is an 
inconvenience for pet parents. While it is impossible 
to make a pet-friendly home an entirely hair-free and 
sterile environment, there are various ways to keep pet 
hair under control.
   1. Vacuum frequently. Invest in a vacuum designed 
with stronger suction for removing pet hair from a 

variety of surfaces. The fur can get lodged inside of 
carpet fibers, and you will need a strong vacuum to 
remove it. When vacuuming, do so from various direc-
tions to really pull up hair that has accumulated on the 
carpet. Vacuum attachments make it easier to reach be-
hind furniture or into crevices where fur tends to settle. 
Try to vacuum a few times per week, especially if your 
dog or cat is a notorious shedder.
   2. Make furniture off-limits to pets. Pet fur on couch 
cushions and on bed pillows can be aggravating, so keep 
pets off of the furniture as much as possible. Owners 
with laid-back attitudes about pets on the sofa or bed 
can cover such surfaces with washable slipcovers or pet 
blankets so shed hair is easier to clean and remove.
   3. Opt for hair-resistant 
surfaces. That chenille 
couch may be comfort-
able, but it can also cause 
headaches when pet fur 
builds up. When shopping 
for furnishings, look for 
leather or canvas items. 
Fur tends to slide off such 
surfaces. When updating 
flooring, opt for hard-
wood, tile or laminate

Continued on Page 14

1001 N. SAGINAW ST. • DURAND

• Lawn Fertilization Services
• Weed & Grub Control
• Fertilization & Insect/Disease Control
  for your Trees and Shrubs
• FREE Overseeding with Lawn Aeration
• FREE Preventative Grub Control for New Customers
  signing up for “5 Application Program”

Customers have Online Account Access.
See what applications are done, pay bills, enroll in

AutoPay and sign up for additional services.

Marc Stine - President
MSU Turfgrass Graduate
28 Years Experience
marc@stinelawn.com

State Certifi ed
Locally Owned
and Operated

www.stinelawn.com

Licensed Pesticide Applicator • Insured
989-666-1200
facebook.com/stineturf

Serving
Shiawassee 

County
and the

Surrounding 
Areas

Residential
Commercial

5%
PREPAY

DISCOUNT

Perry Plumbing, Inc.
-- Licensed Master Plumbers --

 • New Construction • Remodels • Service
• Water Softener Sales & Rentals 

• Boiler Heating Systems • In-Floor Radiant Heating

517-625-6133

 Mahar’s 
Greenhouses

 ✽ Opening April 21  ✽ Open 10am Daily

 4621 Beard Rd., Byron
Greenhouse 989-634-8171

Home 989-634-5349
Come See What’s Blooming!

5 Tips to keep Pet Hair Messes at Bay

(Photo by Karen Mead-Elford)

“Opportunity is missed by most people because 
it is dressed in overalls and looks like work.”

~ Thomas A. Edison
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How to Give a Room a NEw Look  Continued from Page 9

or pressboard wood of some less expensive furniture options. That means that fin-
ishes can be stripped and replaced with new stains. Turn a dated dresser into some-
thing that looks brand new with a new stain color or a coat of paint. Think about 
painting or staining using foam sponges to reduce the appearance of brush lines.
Accessorize
   Swapping out curtains, throw pillows and even wall art can easily and often inex-
pensively transform the look of a room. Homeowners can purchase accessories with 
bright colors that add a pop of brightness throughout the room and can provide a 
pick-me-up for neutral design tones.
   Older lamps can be given a new look just by replacing lamp shades. There are 
many affordable options at discount stores and major retailers.
   Area rugs can also transform a room with little effort. Bring in a new color scheme 
with a different patterned rug and carry the pattern to stairways with runners.
   Giving a room a new look and feel can be done without breaking the bank. 
EL136211

We’re Having an OPEN HOUSE!
Friday, April 18 • 10a-6p

Saturday, April 19 • 10a-4p

BNM Trailer Sales, Inc.
989-862-5252

7577 N. Hollister Rd., Elsie

Trailer Testing
Lawnmower Testing
Chainsaw Testing

Hog Roast
Giveaways

Kids Activities
Food & Drink

ACKER AGENCY, INC.
for all of your 

insurance needs 

Home • Auto 
Business • Life

Todd Acker
101 N. Saginaw St., Durand

989-288-2678

Did you know?
   Many homeowners prefer the look and durability of real hardwood flooring. It 
can be exciting to install new flooring, and you may be anxious to start transform-
ing a room. But before diving right in, it’s necessary to acclimate wood flooring 
to a home. Otherwise, you may end up with buckled wood or other problems. 
SH142969
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keep Pet Hair 
Messes at Bay
Continued from Page 12

floors that will be easier to keep 
clean of pet hair than carpets.
   4. Keep rubber gloves on hand. 
Dampen rubber gloves and run 
your hand across surfaces that 
attract fur. The fur will stick 
to the gloves and make fur re-
moval that much easier. Dryer 
sheets and balloons can also ef-
fectively remove pet hair.
   5. Brush pets often. Take 
your pet outdoors and routinely 
groom him or her to dislodge 
loose fur. Some specialty sham-
poos are said to help release the 
undercoat of a pet and promote 
strong new hair growth. Profes-
sional grooming can also limit 
the amount of fur in a home, 
but don’t expect it to eliminate 
it entirely.
   Pet fur can be a nuisance, but 
it’s something that pet owners 
must deal with if they have a 
companion animal. PE144057

Come See Us For All
Your Pool Needs.

Opening for the Season April 7th

• Interior-Exterior
• Commercial-Residential

• Agricultural-Industrial
• Aerial Equipment

• Roof Coatings
• Steel Buildings
• Free Estimates

• 25 Years Experience

Jeff Esckilsen
Owner/Operator

Licensed 
& Insured

St. Charles
989-585-3744

Cell 
989-860-1578

Kitchen Work triangle
   Having a kitchen that is laid out in an efficient 
manner can improve productivity and make for 
a more enjoyable experience. Designers often 
stress having an effective work triangle in the 
kitchen. The phrase “kitchen work triangle” 
started with the Building Research Council 
(formerly the Small Homes Council) at the Uni-
versity of Illinois. The idea came from studies 
of space usage and the search for efficient kitch-
en designs. What the triangle essentially means 
is positioning three key items of the kitchen 
for efficiency. The stove, sink and refrigerator 
represent the three main points of the triangle. 
Having these items spaced accordingly can 
make work easier. Having them too close to-
gether can create a cramped, ineffective room. 
The placement of the triangle points alone does 
not make a successful layout. According to the 
University of Missouri Extension, the triangle 
space should also be measured accordingly. Put 
4 to 7 feet between the refrigerator and sink, 4 
to 6 feet between the sink and stove and 4 to 
9 feet between the stove and refrigerator, with 
the ideal size resulting in a work triangle where 
the three sides total between 15 and 22 feet. 
SH132863

“Don’t judge each 
day by the harvest you 
reap but by the seeds 

that you plant.”
~ Robert Louis 

Stevenson



   Spring cleaning plans are on the minds of many once the 
weather warms up. Many homeowners feel a sense of re-
newal in the spring, when the desire to clean house and get 
organized becomes a priority.
   Garages are often targets for homeowners hoping to target 
clutter. Once a space reserved for cars, garages are no longer 
strictly for vehicles, used instead to store items that simply 
do not fit inside the home or a backyard shed. Organizing the 
garage is typically a weekend or several-day project. Here’s 
how to turn a garage from a cluttered mess into a space suited 
for storing items of all shapes and sizes.
   *Enlist a helper. Organizing a garage is a significant under-
taking that is best tackled with two or more people. Enlist a helper to make the project 
less intimidating.
   *Decide what is important to keep. Start the organization process by clearing out 
the garage and taking inventory of what you have. Items that have not been used for 
several years can likely be tossed. Make a pile of what will be kept and then put the 
rest at the curb or donate useful items to charity.
   *Give thought to where you want to store particular items. Tools and items that are 
used more often should be stored within reach or where easily visible, while items 
that are not used as frequently can be stored higher up. Think about how you operate 

in the garage. Recycling bins can be stored closer to the door 
into the home, while bicycles and skates can be nearer to the 
garage door for easy access.
   *Group like items together. Categorize items that will be 
kept. Garden tools, camping gear, sporting equipment, and 
automotive supplies should be categorized and stored in their 
own areas of the garage, determining if certain items can be 
stored inside the home to free up garage space. Grouping 
items together will make them easier to locate in the garage.
   *Move boxed items into clear storage containers. It’s much 
easier to see what you have when it is stored in clear contain-
ers. Some containers are interlocking or stackable, making it 

much more convenient to store items vertically and free up more floor space.
   *Invest in vertical storage systems. Moving items from the floor and putting them 
on shelving or behind cabinets can make the garage more organized. Hooks and bins 
also can be used. Employ a peg board full of hooks for oft-used tools or other items 
you need at the ready.
   *Leave space for hobby and work areas. Garages are where many improvement 
projects begin or where hobbies, such as woodworking or crafting, take place. Leave 
space for these tasks and hobbies.
   *Give the space a fresh coat of paint. Some garages are dingy and dark. Bright paint 
on the walls and floor can open up the space and, when combined with more lighting, 
can make it lighter and brighter.
   Garage organization is a common spring cleaning project. But it shouldn’t be re-
served for this season alone. Periodic checks of the garage and straightening up can 
keep a garage clean and organized throughout the entire year and make yearly spring 
cleaning much more manageable. SH142914
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DEISLER
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
PARTS • SERVICE • SALES

We Service ALL Brands!
• Lawn & Garden Equipment/Blade Sharpening • Generator Repair 

• Authorized Warranty Service for Most Equipment Manufacturers
• Chain Saw Repair/Sharpening • Pick-up/Delivery Available

227 SLEESEMAN DR., CORUNNA

989-720-LAWN (5296)
STORE HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-1

              Call 

RAINY DAY 
Seamless Gutters
989-472-3628 or 989-277-7291

www.rainydayseamlessgutters.com

Gutter Installation Replacement
Cleaning & Repair • Prompt Professional Service

Mention This Ad and Receive 5% OffMany Colors To Choose From
FREE ESTIMATES

MAke a PlAn for Garage Organization!

2021 E. Main St., Owosso

(989) 725-7117
www.jacobsinsurance.com

Gary Jacobs

Vince Gonyou

HOMEOWNERS
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Alpha Series
42”-60” Decks Available

Prices Starting at 

$3,499

LeVeck’s Power Equipment
989-224-8826 • 506 N. Clinton Ave., St. Johns

7 Year 
Warranty

0% Financing 
for 48mos.

Fast Facts About Grass
   A lush, green lawn is coveted by many current and 
would-be homeowners. Not only can a beautiful land-
scape make a home feel more welcoming, but it also 
increases the resale value of a property.
   Frequent watering, proper fertilization, pest man-
agement, and mowing are all essential components of 
lawn maintenance. But there is more to those beautiful 
blades of grass than just 
aesthetic appeal. The fol-
lowing are some interest-
ing facts about grass that 
even the most devoted 
lawn enthusiasts might be 
surprised to learn.
   *Grass is defined as any 
plant of the family Gra-
mineae, a group of vascu-
lar plants that grow across 
the globe.
   *There are as many as 
10,000 varieties of grass 
in the world. These range 
from grass to rice to wheat 
to bamboo.
   *Many grasses are an-
nual or perennial herbs 
with fibrous roots and rhi-
zomes.
   *Grass can withstand 
many different climates 
and has been discovered 
at the North Pole and at 
the equator.
   *Twenty percent of 
Earth’s vegetation is com-
prised of grass.
   *Grasses have been 
transformed into paper 
and home decor items. 
Bamboo, which is a type 
of grass, is frequently used 
for flooring because it is 
durable and sustainable.
   *Grass is mostly com-
prised of water, which 
makes up about 80 percent 
of grass and 90 percent of 
grass clippings.
   *A typical lawn will 
have about six grass plants 
per square inch. Some 
lawns may have millions 
of grass plants.
   *The average lawn re-
leases enough oxygen to 
sustain four families of 
four. GT144094

Stewart Carpet Cleaning
Pete Stewart

Owner / Operator

Commercial • Residential • Auto
24 Hour Emergency Service

6058 N. Meridian Rd.
Elsie, MI 48831

Res.: 989-862-9977
Cell: 517-230-3669

Brown’s Plumbing 
& Heating!

Think Professional Affordable Plumbing 

FAST SERVICE!!
• Toilets • Tubs • Faucets • Water Heaters 

• Sumps • Sewer Drains • Pipe Repair
REPAIR OR REPLACEMENT!!

JIM BROWN • JON BROWN • MICHAEL BROWN
Your Heating & Air Conditioning Family!

989-723-2948

Licensed Contractor
989-277-9898

Roofi ng, Siding, Windows, Carpentry, Painting & More

www.mycurbappeal.com curbappealpm@charter.net

mark one
P O O L & S P A

Pools • Spas • Gazebos
Chemicals & Accessories

Sales & Service

143 S. Saginaw • St. Charles

(989) 865-9973 • 888-202-3939
(989) 865-6526 Fax

“The best and most 
beautiful things in the 

world cannot be seen or 
even touched, they must 
be felt with the heart.”

~ Helen Keller Construction Elements
- Roofi ng - Remodeling-

All Elements of Construction
Now Offering

QUALITY SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Supply - service - installation

517-974-4172
cthelements@yahoo.com

4331 Gary Rd., Chesaning (989) 845-4855
3 miles north of Layton Corner’s and 1/2 mile west on Gary Rd.

Will Open 
For The 
Season 
May 10

Mother’s Day 
Weekend
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 MAPLE RAPIDS
LUMBER MILL

ROUGH SAWN LUMBER TO ORDER

 6366 N. Forest Hill Rd. • 989-682-4225
                         Evening 989-875-4565

BARK • CHIPS 
Buyers of 

Standing Lumber
8-5 M-F; 8-12 Sat. Accurate A.D.C.

Michigan Bat Removal Specialist

Call today for 
an estimate!

989-413-7350 Tom Dragos
Your Local

Loan Offi cer
NMLS#139582

616 W. Centre Ave.
Portage, MI 49024

269-324-4120
NMLS#110139

Cell: 989-277-8780
Fax: 989-743-5178

tdragos@amerifi rst.comCorunna, MI 48817

INC.

Residential / Commercial / Industrial

989-729-9473
152 E. Howard St.
Owosso, MI 48867

Fax: 989-729-2345
ludingtonelectric@gmail.com

Carl Ludington Master Electrician H&H Construction
High Quality

Workmanship
at Great Prices

• General Repairs
• Kitchen Remodels
• Bathroom Remodels
• Flooring Installation
• Tile Installation

Jeromy 989-627-2718
607 E. Exchange St. Owosso

1-517-625-6750 • 1-517-202-9426-Cell
 12677 S. M-52, Perry  turksministorage@tds.net 

EASY ACCESS • WELL MAINTAINED
ALL SIZES AVAILABLE

 Plumbing 
& Supplies

 Water Softeners
Filters & Salt

DOODY
WELL DRILLING

New Wells (Steel & Plastic) • Clean Water Systems
Certifi ed Pump Repair • Well Replacement & Repair

517-651-5914
5624 W. Grand River Rd.

LAINGSBURG

State of Michigan #1616  Fully Insured

Name Brand

Pumps &

Tanks

Douglas Han
Owner

• Chimney Repair
• Brick & Stone Repair
• Foundations
• Post Holes

• Skid Steer Work
• Tuck Pointing
• Flat Work
• Chimney Cleaning

• All Masonry Repairs

Phone: 989-743-6070 • Cell: 989-666-6843

Quiet Country Living!

2450 Krouse Rd.
Owosso, MI

989-729-9644
www.owossohomes.net

Leaky Basement?
- Bowed Walls
- Concrete Repairs

989-233-7203
SHIAWASSEE CONCRETE 

RESTORATION

3495 W. M-21
Owosso, 

MI 48867
989-729-2280

Did You 
Know?
It is recommended 
that you clean your 
septic tank every 

2-3 years for a family 
of four. Spring 

& Summer is a great 
time to clean out 
your septic tank.

Sloan’s Septic 
Tank Service

Family Owned 
& Operated Over 60 years

(517) 655-1632
6453 N. Williamston Rd., Perry

Did you know?
   Many flowers compete with one another to attract 
butterflies, birds and bees for pollination, but at least 
two species of flowering plants have enhanced their 
ability to attract insects in unique ways. The titan 
arum (Amorphophallus titanium) is native to western 

Sumatra, where it grows in openings in rainforests. 
It is the largest unbranched flower in the world and 
can reach up to 15 feet tall. But this alone is not what 
makes the titan arum so special. It is unwise to step 
in close to get a whiff of this enormous bloom, as the 
plant gives off a rancid odor reminiscent of rotting 
meat. It is sometimes known as the carrion plant or 

the corpse plant for this reason. The plant has created 
this scent to attract flies for pollination. The rafflesia, 
which is native to southeastern Asia as well, is an-
other plant that produces a rotting aroma to attract in-
sects. The rafflesia has no stems, leaves or true roots 
-- it’s basically one large flower. GT144075
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1Offer valid from March 4, 2014, until July 31, 2014. If the balance is not paid in full by the end of the 12-month promotional period, interest will be assessed from the original 
date of purchase. Available at participating dealers. Subject to approved credit on a Revolving Plan account, a service of John Deere Financial, f.s.b. For commercial use only. 
Other special rates and terms may be available, including financing for consumer use. Available at participating dealers. 2Offer valid from March 4, 2014, until July 31, 2014. 
Get $400 off an X304 Select Series model and $100 off the D140 model. Prices are suggested retail prices only and are subject to change without notice at any time. Dealer 
may sell for less. Taxes, setup, delivery, freight and preparation charges not included. Attachments and implements sold separately. Shown with the optional equipment not 
included in the price. Prices and models may vary by dealer. ±Manufacturer suggested list price. Starting-at price $2,499 on Z235 EZtrak Mower. Taxes, setup, delivery, freight 
and preparation charges not included. Attachments and implements sold separately. Shown with the optional equipment not included in the price. Prices and models may vary 
by dealer. *The engine horsepower and torque information are provided by the engine manufacturer to be used for comparison purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and 
torque will be less. Refer to the engine manufacturer’s website for additional information. **Hour limitations apply and vary by model. See the LIMITED WARRANTY FOR 
NEW JOHN DEERE TURF AND UTILITY EQUIPMENT at JohnDeere.com and JohnDeere.ca/TUwarranty for details. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping 
deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

Z235

SAVE BIG. DRIVE HAPPY.

NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL 
WITHIN 12 MONTHS1 ON 
SELECT SERIES,™  EZTRAK™  
AND 100 SERIES LAWN TRACTORS
Interest will be charged to your account from 
the purchase date if the purchase balance is 
not paid in full within 12 months or if your 
account is otherwise in default.

$2,499±

A0B03KKBU1A58871

D140X304
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$400 OFF2 $100 OFF2

JOHNDEERE.COM
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D & G EQUIPMENT, INC. 
1047 N. SHIAWASSEE STREET 

CORUNNA, MI 48817 
(989) 743-8844 

17885A1UBKK30B0A  30160400-

Liz Dysinger
Broker/Owner

109 N. Ball St.,  Downtown Owosso  Cell (989) 277-0872  

EQUAL  HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T Y

Buying or Selling?
I CAN HELP!

Marrs
furniture and mattress warehouse
1544 E. M-21, Owosso • 989-723-5436

Mattresses For Every Budget!

Custom Size 
Mattresses Can Be Made

Marr’s Made Starting At
Twin $629 Full $829 

Queen $939 
King $1,289

Twin Sets from $158
Full Sets from $198

Queen Sets from $268
King Sets from $339

Riding Mower Safety
 
   Riding lawn mowers are tailor-made 
for people who have large expanses 
of property to maintain. Though such 
mowers initially may have been creat-
ed for commercial landscapers, even-
tually private citizens realized the ben-
efits of owning a riding mower for the 
maintenance of their own properties.
   A riding mower can considerably re-
duce the time and effort that goes into 
mowing the lawn. Today’s riding mow-
ers can do everything from cutting to 
mulching to blowing leaves and snow.
   Despite their convenience and avail-
ability, riding mowers are not a piece 
of machinery that should be taken 
lightly. Various health statistics point 
to riding mowers as a major cause of 
injury and emergency room visits each 
year. A Johns Hopkins University study 

found more than 80,000 Americans are 
injured every year while mowing, and 
around 95 annual deaths can be attrib-
uted to riding mower accidents.
   To ensure safety to yourself and oth-
ers, heed these tips for operating your 
riding mower correctly.
   *Look for a mower where the blade 
turns off if the machine tips or if the 
driver leaves the seat.
   *Wear goggles and earbuds when 
operating the mower to avoid eye and 
ear injury.
   *Remove sticks, toys, rocks, and 
other items from the lawn before 
mowing.
   *Operate the mower up and down a 
slope instead of sideways to maintain 
stability.
   *Never fuel a hot engine.
   *Do not let children ride the mow-
er alone or in tandem with an adult. 
GT134081

“Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, 
I would still plant my apple tree.”

~ Martin Luther
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   Many homeowners have found themselves scram-
bling to make their homes handicap accessible after a 
sudden injury or illness. In addition, some homeown-
ers have found themselves looking to make adjust-
ments to their homes in anticipation of welcoming 
elderly, less mobile relatives into their homes.
   Converting a home into a handicap-accessible space 
can seem like a daunting task that requires adjust-
ments to nearly every part of the house. While the 
extent of those adjustments depends on the individual 
who needs to be accommodated, some of the areas 
homeowners must address when making their homes 
handicap accessible are universal regardless of the 
individual’s condition.

Entryways
   A home’s entryways often must be addressed when 
making the home more handicap accessible. Portable 
ramps can be an affordable option and are often an 
ideal for those who only need to make temporary ad-
justments, such as when a resident suffers an injury 
that requires he or she spend some time in a wheel-
chair. When the adjustments will just be temporary, a 
folding wheelchair might be necessary, as the door-
ways might not be able to fit a standard wheelchair 
that doesn’t fold.
   When adjustments figure to be permanent, hom-
eowners might need to expand the doorways in their 
homes. Contractors typically recommend expanding 
doorways to at least 32 inches, which provides some 
maneuverability when wheelchairs, which are typi-
cally between 24 and 27 inches wide, are entering the 
home. Doorways at the most commonly used entry-
ways, including front doors and doors to the bath-
rooms as well as the individual’s bedroom, will likely 
need to be widened.

Bathroom
   The bathroom might be the area of the home that 
needs the most attention. Slippery conditions com-
mon to bathrooms can make things especially dif-
ficult for people in wheelchairs or with disabilities. 

Grab bars should be 
installed in bath tubs 
and shower stalls and 
next to toilets.
   But grab bars aren’t 
the only adjustment 
homeowners should 
make in the bath-
room as they attempt 
to make a home more 
handicap accessible. 
Safety treads, which 
can provide a secure, 
slip-free surface on 
the floors of showers 
and tubs, can be in-
stalled. Add a hand-
held shower head to 
the shower stall to 
make it easier for those with a disability to shower. 
Portable transfer seats, which enable wheelchair-
bound men and women to transition from their chairs 
to showers and bathtubs, can be purchased and kept 
in or near the bathroom.

Water fixtures
An often overlooked adjustment homeowners must 

make when transforming 
their homes into handi-
cap-accessible spaces con-
cerns the sinks throughout 
the home. Disabled per-
sons may find it difficult 
to access faucets on sinks 
throughout the home, es-
pecially when there are 
vanity cabinets beneath 
the sinks. Replacing 
such sinks with pedestal 

Continued on Page 20

How to Make a Home Handicap Accessible

Get a Jump On Your Spring Projects - 

Let Us Help!
Products:
• 7 Varieties of Mulch (Not pallets ground up) 

• 6 Decorative Stones
• Sands and Gravel, Topsoils
• Limestone
• Boulders
• Grass Seed
• Fertilizers

• Edging
• Brick Pavers (Uni-Lock & Rosetta Products)

• Irrigation System Installation, 
  Start Up & Winterization

Our Product 
is Ground 

Pine!

Services:
• Irrigation
• Sea Walls (Rosetta)
• Custom Landscape Design
• Brick Pavers / Patio, Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Hydro-Seeding
• Trucking
• Excavation, Skid Loader 
  & Backhoe Work
• Lawn Mowing
• Fertilization Programs

2504 W. M-21, Owosso  Ryan Helvie/Owner

$10 Off
Fertilization
Programs

Expires May 31, 2014

989-723-7870

Improve Your Home
This Spring!

NMLS ID #562117

Get busy and take 
care of those things 

around the house 
with a LAFCU Home 
Improvement Loan.

Visit lafcu.com or 
call 517.622.6600.

Bucket & Dump Truck
Woodchipper

Commercial & Residential • Licensed & Insured

• Complete Deck Restoration
• Concrete- Brick 
  & Flatwork Cleaning
• House-Roof-Fleet Washing
• Log Home/Wood Restoration

989-472-4420
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Make a Home Handicap Accessible
Continued from Page 19

sinks can improve maneuverability, but make sure such 
sinks are lower to the ground than standard pedestal sinks. 
A sink that’s just a few inches lower than a standard sink is 
considerably more accessible to people in wheelchairs.

Closets
   Closets are rarely handicap acces-
sible. Homeowners can address this 
issue by creating multi-level closet 
spaces so individuals can place their 
clothes at accessible heights. Closet 
shelves can be lowered and doors can 
be widened so disabled persons can 

easily manage their wardrobes. In addition, consider install-
ing a light inside the closet and make sure the light switch 
can be easily reached from a wheelchair.
   Making a home more handicap accessible can be a signif-
icant undertaking, but many of the adjustments homeown-
ers must make are small in scale and won’t take long to 
complete. FH139453

1Offer valid from March 4, 2014, until July 31, 2014. If the balance is not paid in full by the end of the 12-month promotional period, interest will be assessed from the original date of purchase. Available at 
participating dealers. Subject to approved credit on a Revolving Plan account, a service of John Deere Financial, f.s.b. For commercial use only. Other special rates and terms may be available, including 
financing for consumer use. Available at participating dealers. 2Offer valid from March 4, 2014, until July 31, 2014. Get $400 off an X304 Select Series model and $100 off the D140 model. Prices are 
suggested retail prices only and are subject to change without notice at any time. Dealer may sell for less. Taxes, setup, delivery, freight and preparation charges not included. Attachments and implements 
sold separately. Shown with the optional equipment not included in the price. Prices and models may vary by dealer. ±Manufacturer suggested list price. Starting-at price $2,499 on Z235 EZtrak Mower. 
Taxes, setup, delivery, freight and preparation charges not included. Attachments and implements sold separately. Shown with the optional equipment not included in the price. Prices and models may vary 
by dealer. *The engine horsepower and torque information are provided by the engine manufacturer to be used for comparison purposes only. Actual operating horsepower and torque will be less. Refer to the 
engine manufacturer’s website for additional information. **Hour limitations apply and vary by model. See the LIMITED WARRANTY FOR NEW JOHN DEERE TURF AND UTILITY EQUIPMENT at JohnDeere.com and 
JohnDeere.ca/TUwarranty for details. John Deere’s green and yellow color scheme, the leaping deer symbol and JOHN DEERE are trademarks of Deere & Company.

Z235

JOHNDEERE.COM
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NO INTEREST IF PAID IN FULL 
WITHIN 12 MONTHS1 ON 
SELECT SERIES,™  EZTRAK™  
AND 100 SERIES LAWN TRACTORS
Interest will be charged to your account from 
the purchase date if the purchase balance is 
not paid in full within 12 months or if your 
account is otherwise in default.

$2,499±

SAVE BIG. DRIVE HAPPY.

A0D03KKCU1A58871

D140X304

��������������������
���������������������
��������������������������
����������������������������������
� ��������������������

����������������������
���������������������
������������������������������
���������������������������������
� �����������������

$400 OFF2 $100 OFF2

17885A1UCKK30D0A  12660400-

TRI COUNTY EQUIP-SANDUSKY 
8461 MAIN STREET 
BIRCH RUN, MI 48415 
(989) 624-9356 

TRI COUNTY EQUIPMENT, INC. 
8461 MAIN STREET 
BIRCH RUN, MI 48415 
(989) 624-9356 

Factory Outlet Store

Limited Time
2014 Season Opening

2 Weekends Only
April 4th - 5th and April 11th - 12th

Woodard  210 South Delaney Road  Owosso, Michigan 48867
Directions: M-52 to M-21 West, South a Quarter Mile on Delaney Road

Cash, Check and Visa/MasterCard – All Sales are Final.

Store Hours:
Friday 12 Noon – 6:00 P.M. - Saturday 9:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.

Casual & Patio Furniture
Factory Over-Runs

One-of-a-Kinds

Discontinued Items


