
Eicher and Kingsbury
Named 2014 Farmer 
of the Year
See Page 9

2014 Agricultural 
Field Day

See Page 9

Shiawassee Conservation 
District 65th Annual 
Meeting is March 5.

See Page 2
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  Jay Korson, SCD Agricultural Techni-
cian, conducts a survey of streams in the 
Upper Looking Glass River Watershed 
during the Fall of 2014. Signs of erosion, 

riparian condition, and evidence of pol-
lution are key indicators of the quality of 
a watercourse.

OVER 50,000 ACRES SOLD AT

AUCTION
Pavlik Auction & Real Estate is an Auction Company and Real Estate Offi ce 
based in Alma, Michigan.

We’re privileged to have had the opportunity to achieve the following:

1. An uninterrupted history for conducting real estate auctions for over forty 
(40) years with a proven specialty focus of selling farmland.
2. The sale of over 50,000 acres of land in Central Michigan and the 
surrounding regions.
3. Representatives of market leaders in banking, new business development, 
legal services, trust departments and countless individuals.
4. A track record of auctions that capture a selling price above Seller’s expectations.
5. Complete protection for the Seller - if we don’t realize a satisfactory price on the Seller’s real estate, they do not 
have to sell.

Farm values are at an all time high. If the time is right for you to consider
selling your farm, put our experience to work for you.
“Let’s talk it over about selling your farm AT AUCTION”

Pavlik Auction
& Real Estate L.L.C.

John Pavlik • John Pavlik, Jr.
Realtor • Auctioneer

Phone (989) 463-4903
Fax (989) 463-1393

637 Wright Avenue • Alma, Michigan 48801
www.pavlikllc.com

989-743-1305

Hastings Mutual has been insuring 
farms since 1885.

We are insurance people who know farming.

 SOVIS INSURANCE AGENCY

615 W. Broad, Chesaning
989-845-3400

www.sovisins.com

Stream SurveyS ConduCted 
for WaterShed Planning

  The Shiawassee Conservation District was recently awarded a grant to develop wa-
tershed management plans for the Upper Misteguay Creek Watershed and the Upper 
Looking Glass River Watershed through the Michigan Stormwater, Asset Manage-
ment and Wastewater (SAW) program initiative.   
  Over the next three years, the Shiawassee Conservation District will develop a 
watershed management plan for the Upper Misteguay Creek Watershed and update 
the existing Upper Looking Glass River Watershed Management Plan. A critical 
part of developing the plans is completing a comprehensive inventory of the streams 
to identify natural resource issues 
and high quality areas. The find-
ings will be used to develop long-
term water quality priorities and 
recommendations, which will be 
instrumental in obtaining future 
funding to assist landowners with 
conservation issues.  
  For more information on water-
shed management planning projects 
for the Upper Misteguay Creek Wa-
tershed and Upper Looking Glass 
River Watershed, please contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation District.

Shiawassee 
Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice Road

Owosso, MI  48867
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3

www.shiawasseeccd.org

Like us on Follow us on 

@shiawasseecd

  Seasonal High Tun-
nels are used to extend 
the growing season for 
crops, and help to im-
prove plant, soil, and 
water quality. This sea-
sonal high tunnel was 
added to the farmer’s 
cropping operation to 
help grow vegetables 
that will be sold at local 
farmer’s markets. Two 
Seasonal High Tunnels 
were installed in Shia-
wassee County in 2014 
through the Environ-
mental Quality Incen-
tives Program (EQIP).



Page 2   Shiawassee Conservation District Annual Report • Sunday, February 15, 2015 Shiawassee Conservation District Annual Report • Sunday, February 15, 2015    Page 3

 Sales • Service • Maintenance
 Commercial, Industrial, Residential, Agricultural
 FIRE EXTINGUISHERS • ALL TYPES
*RECHARGE ON LOCATION
 Dry Chemical, Co2, Clean Agent, Wet Chemical, Etc.
Fire Systems - Wet Chemical / Dry Chemical / Sprinklers
Emergency / Exit Light • Smoke Detectors • Cabinets • Hydrostatic Testing • First Aid

 619 S. Washington St. • Owosso • www.clarkfi reandsafety.com

 *Free Survey
 989-725-7155

 HAVE YOU BEEN INSPECTED?  WE CAN HELP! ONE DAY 
SERVICE

AVAILABLE!

LLC

(989) 725-7296 • (989) 666-1527
OWOSSO

FULL LAWN SERVICE - LANDSCAPE & DESIGN
ROBB DIDUR

• Fully Insured • References Upon Request
Senior Discount w/Season Lawn Bid  

SPRING 
LAWNCARE
IS AROUND 

THE 
CORNER!

15775 Oakley Rd.
M-52, Chesaning
989-845-3189

COME SEE US 
for all of your 
Truck Caps, 

Tonneau Covers 
& Truck 

Accessories!

PARSHALLBURG 
CAMPERS INC.

SALES & SERVICE

Rob Becker
Cell: 989-600-0927

Offi ce: 989-236-5418

Nate Becker
Cell: 989-330-1982 6941 W. Hayes Rd.

Middleton, MI 48856
FREE ESTIMATES

 HOFFERBERT SALES, INC.
 “Since 1958”

 Bannister, Michigan 
(989) 862-5300

  Thousands of farms throughout Michigan are working 
with Conservation Districts to achieve Michigan Agricul-
ture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) verifi-
cation. These farms are of all sizes and commodity types 
that share a common commitment to the preservation and 
enhancement of our natural resources. By proactively 
working with their local technicians, these farmers are 
educating themselves on water quality issues, progressive 
farming practices, state and federal regulations, and new 
Best Management Practices (BMP). Through this learning 
process and community partnership, farmers are tackling 
these challenges in a planned and cost effective manner. In 
some cases, crop management changes can reduce input 
costs by limiting the over application of fertilizer and pes-
ticides. Farms can use MAEAP recognition to show their 
neighbors and customers that they actively manage to limit 
the impact their farm may have on the environment. 
  To profile the process of MAEAP, from on-farm visits 
to project installation and eventual verification, we can 
take a look at Farm Bureau Young Farmer Nathan Allen 
of Owosso. After attending a Shiawassee Conservation 
District Field Day, at which implemented conservation 
practices are viewed and discussed on farm, Nathan Al-
len began working with the Conservation District towards 
MAEAP verification.
  The Shiawassee Conservation District Agricultural 
Technician provided an on-farm site assessment to evalu-
ate the farm infrastructure and management practices, 
and the potential impacts they may have on natural re-
sources. “Farm*A*Systs can really help a farmer focus in 
on the problems they might have on their farm. We work 
with the farmer to develop a conservation plan based on 
the findings from assessments such as the Farm*A*Syst,” 
stated Shiawassee Conservation District Agricultural 

Technician Jay Korson. “Then we can help them get the 
technical and financial assistance they need to correct or 
prevent any potential problems.” 
  With the help of the Conservation District and the Natu-
ral Resource Conservation Service (NRCS), Nathan Al-
len has spent the last few years working on implement-
ing recommendations outlined in his conservation plan, 
which will help ensure the economic and environmental 
viability of his farm. These services are provided con-
fidentially and are completely voluntary. “The District 
helped me prioritize and plan my projects,” stated Nathan 
Allen. “In the end, I was able to make changes when it 
made sense to me.” 
  Additionally, Nathan has developed a Comprehensive 
Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) for his livestock 
operation. This document makes recommendations for 
practices that should be adopted and can be cost shared 
through NRCS Conservation Farm Bill programs. It also 
includes a manure management plan which is required for 
Michigan Right to Farm compliance. 
  Recently, Nathan has completed a solid waste storage 
facility that allows him to safely and conveniently store 
manure. It also provides him flexibility in making ma-
nure applications. Nathan has also completed several 
gutter systems that will divert clean rain water from the 
livestock lot. These practices were provided financial and 
technical assistance through the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program. He updated his fueling facility by in-
stalling a concrete fueling pad and installing protective 
barriers around the fuel tanks. 
  Nathan is participating in the Shiawassee Conservation 
District’s BMP Auction. He is implementing cover crops 
into his crop rotation and applying gypsum to his fields to 
improve soil texture and health.

  The Shiawassee Conser-
vation District recognizes 
the dedicated hard work put 
in by Nathan Allen and all 
farmers that are implement-
ing practices that protect 
our natural resources and 
the future of Michigan agri-
culture. Contact the District 
for more information on 
MAEAP and other conser-
vation program opportuni-
ties available through the 
District office.

Fairfield Township Farmer Working On 
MAEAP Verification

Improve Wildlife Habitat 
on Your Property

  Whether your property is an urban backyard or a coun-
try landscape, you can improve it for wildlife habitat. 
Every piece of land is important in the big picture, and 
with some goals and conservation planning, you can im-
prove wildlife habitat on your property. The Shiawassee 
Conservation District offers free technical assistance to 
prepare individually tailored conservation plans to help 
you achieve your wildlife goals.
  Habitat can be broken into four parts: food, water, shel-
ter, and space. When all parts blend together, wildlife 
not only survives, they thrive. The Conservation District 
can work with you to address each resource concern you 
have. For example, if you want to attract wildlife such 
as ground nesting birds on your property you may want 
to consider establishing warm season grasses and wild-
flowers. These types of grasses are “bunch grasses” that 
grow in clumps allowing wildlife to move more easily 
through the vegetation. They also have stiffer stems 
that stand up to snow and provide cover in the winter 
months. Furthermore, warm season grasses have deep 
root systems which promote soil infiltration of water and 
control erosion. Planting wildflowers with the grasses 
provides additional food and cover.
  If your property includes a woodlot, you may want to 
consider hiring a forester to prepare a Forest Manage-
ment Plan. Yo ur plan will outline a schedule of prac-
tices such as invasive species control, tree planting, and 
harvesting or killing selected trees based on your spe-
cific objectives.
  No matter what size your property is or the type of 
wildlife you are interested in attracting, the planning 
process is the same. A Conservation District technician 
will work closely with you to evaluate your property, de-
termine your goals and alternatives, and ultimately pro-
vide you with a comprehensive conservation plan that 
becomes your road-map to help improve and maintain 
the natural resources of your land. 
  The Conservation District has technical assistance 
available, made possible through a partnership with the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service to assist you in conser-
vation planning. Once you have a plan in place, you can 
use it as a springboard to apply for funding to implement 
your plan. Funding may be available through a variety 
of opportunities such as Farm Bill Programs, including 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative-Environmental Quality In-
centives Program (GLRI-EQIP), MDNR wildlife grants, 
and other District programs. Contact the Shiawassee 

Conservation District for 
more information about 
conservation planning and 
conservation programs that 
may be available to you.

Call Basement
Waterproofi ng

FOUNDATION 
& WALL REPAIR

Sump Pumps

Drain Lines
Licensed & Insured

Call
AAA Waterproofi ng

for a Free Estimate!

989-233-7203
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 LLOYD MILLER & SONS, INC.
TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT COMPANY

3695 E. M-21, Corunna  989-743-4049  www.lloydmillerandsons.com

 Concrete Tear-Out and Replace
New Concrete Flat Work • Preparation for Concrete

    Ron Keck cell 517-896-5261

Holes -n- More -LLC
6 in.   12in.   18in.   24in.   30in.   Holes    Bobcat Service of all Types

 Insured
 “Your hole 

is our goal!”

Hours: M-F 9am-5pm   Sat. 9am-1pm

Corunna Mills
417 S. Shiawassee St.
Corunna, MI 48817
Phone 989-743-3110

Fax 989-743-6204

Family Owned and Operated
Locally Grown Feeds

Residential & Commercial

Public Welcome • M-F 8am-5pm

Specialized Services:
Custom Cutting • Rolling • Bending
Shearing • Burning • Hole Punching

Metal Shop Services • Portable Welding
Farm Repairs • Fabrication 

229 Sleeseman Dr., Corunna
989-743-3467 • les@slandh.com

Specializing in Farm & Agriculture Accounting & Finances

JAMES DEMIS, JR., CPA
PRINCIPAL

217 N. WASHINGTON STREET, SUITE 201
OWOSSO, MI 48867

p: 989.723.8227 | f: 989.725.5143
james.demis@ahpplc.com

www.ahpplc.com

Cover Crops on the Fly…
  With the recent resurgence of adding cover crops into one’s crop rotation, soil, crops, 
and producers have a lot to be happy about. Cover crops help increase organic matter 
content, recycle unused nutrients, promote biological activity, improve water infiltra-
tion, reduce compaction, and improve crop yields. However, there is one downfall, 
many producers think that they are not able to hop onto the cover crop bandwagon be-
cause they don’t know where or how to fit cover crops into the rotation. Many Shiawas-
see County producers who plant cover crops plant them after they harvest their wheat; 
which is ideal because the seed has ample time to grow and produce above and below 
ground biomass. There is also typically more time in mid-summer to plant a cover crop 
than after the rush of harvest. 
  ‘Flying on’ a cover crop is a newer alternative available to producers with a variety 
of crops and rotations. Producers hire pilots to fly cover crop seeds onto cash crops 
during the growing season. Several producers who have worked in conjunction with 
the Shiawassee Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
have provided testimony to validate ‘flying on’ success. Jason Eicher, local producer, 
said, “Cover crops are very easy to get flown on…and it works out good because you 
never know what the weather will be like in the fall, if you’ll have time to put some-
thing down after harvest, or the weather is too cold or wet. When you plant in August 
or September you get weeks of extra growing and benefit to your soil.” Another Shia-
wassee County producer said, “This is the second year I flew on cover crops and I have 
been very pleased with them. They get a lot of growth that I wouldn’t have if I waited 
until the end of the season. With the extra growth, you get a lot of organic matter.” 
Additionally David Mitchell, local producer, said, “Flying on cover crops has allowed 
me to get in the field when I wouldn’t be able to otherwise and allows for a good stand 
to develop before cold weather. I also like the practice because the cost is similar to 
drilling or broadcasting on your own.”
  There are several reasons to fly on cover crops. Producers across the nation have found 
that they receive a greater benefit by planting earlier. When planting a cover crop earlier 
in the growing season, there is significantly more time for the plant to grow (approxi-
mately 4-6 weeks more sunlight, warmer temperatures, and potential for fall rains). This 
allows the cover crop to flourish and provide maximum benefits and maximum return 
on your investment. Some producers have said that ryegrass roots grew 3-5 feet when 
they were flown on compared to root growth of 1-2 feet of growth when drilled at the 
end of the growing season. Imagine how much extra organic matter this adds to your soil 
as well as the improvement in the ability of water and oxygen to infiltrate deeper into 
the soil (via root channels). This all adds up to enhanced biological activity and overall 
improved plant growth and yield.
  Flying on a cover crop does not come without some 
risks. Several considerations should be made before one 
decides to ‘fly on’ a cover crop. One should think about 
whom they will have fly on the cover crop, their avail-
ability, and their cost (cheaper may not necessarily be 
the best deal, someone with experience may broadcast 
the seed better). It is also important to think about the 
seeding rate and the exact time of year cover should be 
planted. Seeding rates will need to be increased from 
that of a drilled rate as seed to ground contact is not 
as high. Additionally, experts suggest waiting to plant 
until the cash crop is quite mature. For soybeans, leaves 
should be yellow, but not yet dropped. Corn should be 
dried up to ear before planting. Available sunlight is 
critical for successful es-
tablishment. Rows should 
have about 50% sunlight. 
Too little sunlight will 
limit the amount of pho-
tosynthesis that can oc-
cur and could increase the 
chances of the seed rotting 
or molding.
  Area farmers have had 
success planting rye, oats, 
and mixtures of rye and 
radishes. If you are in-
terested in learning more 
about flying on cover crops 
or financial assistance that 
is available to begin plant-
ing cover crops please 
contact the Shiawassee 
Conservation District and 
the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service at 
(989) 723-8263 ext 3.

  Pictured above is a cover crop 
mixture including oil seed radish 
planted at 5lbs/ac and annual rye 
grass planted at 10 lbs/ac. This mix 
is part of Natural Resources Con-
servation Service Plant Material 
Center’s test plot located at the Lee 
Farms in Sciota Township. 
Planting a diverse mix en-
hances the many benefits 
that cover crops offer.
  Technical and financial 
assistance are available to 
farmers who would like 
to try cover crops or en-
hance their current cover 
crop operation through 
Conservation Farm Bill 
Programs such as the 
Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program. Con-
tact the Shiawassee Con-
servation District office 
for more information.

No Matter Where 
You’re Going… 
 
We’ll Take You There! 

    
                  

                                                   

                  
 
          
 

  
   

   

 ST. JOHNS – FOWLER – OVID 
            989.224.9511 

     www.JourneyFCU.org 
Serving Shiawassee, Clinton & Gratiot Counties 

  Local farmer, Jason Eicher (pictured 
right) spoke during the Shiawassee Coun-
ty Agricultural Tour held in September 
2014.  He shared his personal experiences 
with aerial seeding a mix of radish and rye 
cover crops.
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Avery Pest Control
Residential/Commercial

Jeff Sines
Owner

697 Hollywood Drive
Owosso

(989) 721-7636
Meet or beat

competitor prices

Heritage Tire 

   & Service Center
• Farm & Auto Tire 

  Sales & Service

• Farm Truck Tires 

• Exhaust Repairs

• Stihl Sales 

& Service

• Alignments 

• Brake Service

• Oil Changes 

• Shocks/Struts 

• Batteries

989-845-3040

Farm Use (After Hours 989-274-1580)

Hours: Weekdays 8am-5pm

Sat. 8am-1pm

Sun. Closed

www.heritagetireservice.com
709 W. Broad, 

Chesaning

 Student Volunteer - 8 Hours to Highest Bidder
Buyers have one year to use workers. Money raised help send

FFA members to leadership conferences/conventions.

 BYRON FFA 
WORK AUCTION
 – Tim Narhi Auctioneer & Associates –

Wed.,  March 25 • 7:00pm
Byron High School Cafeteria

Brent 
Wesley

Sales & Leasing Consultant

bwesley@shaheenchevrolet.com

2015 
Silverado Double Cab 4WD

632 American Road, Lansing
Toll free: 800-678-9561

Direct: 517-272-6867
Cell: 989-627-7212 text/call

ShaheenChevrolet.com

$299/mo.

Stock# 64444

36 mo. lease/10,000 miles per year. 
See me for details.

$299 due 
at signing

Applebee Oil 
& Propane

Volume 
Discounts 
On Farm 

Fuels
• SOY-DIESEL

• ETHANOL FREE 90 OCTANE RECREATIONAL GASOLINE

108 Mill St., Ovid • 989-834-2828 or 800-882-0876

 Corunna 
FFA

 Celebrating 
58 Years

1957-2015

  Access to clean water is 
everyone’s right and re-
sponsibility. When not 
properly treated, human 
waste can severely pollute 
water. To help homeowners 
with wastewater treatment, 
the Shiawassee Conserva-
tion District kicked off its 
Septic System Assistance 
Program in 2014. The pro-
gram offers financial assis-
tance to those in the Holly 
Drain Watershed to address 
pollution caused by failing 
septic systems.  
 Several successes were 
achieved in 2014 through 
this program including, 
three residential septic 

systems replaced and one 
home septic tank pumped 
with two more systems  
scheduled for replacement 
in 2015. Homeowners who 
participated in the program 
received cost-share to cov-
er 75% of the cost of the 
septic system replacement 
or tank pumping.  
  Failing septic systems 
contribute harmful bacte-
ria to surface and ground 
water and can cause sig-
nificant property damage. 
This has been documented 
in the Holly Drain Water-
shed, located in portions 
of Vernon, Burns, and 
Shiawassee Townships in 

Shiawassee County. Con-
tamination from septic 
sources can pose serious 
health risks and can cause 
severe illness.
  To kick off the program, 
the Conservation District 
hosted an E. coli and Your 
Water Workshop in Feb-
ruary at the Durand City 
Hall. Speaking at the event 
was Scott Reynolds from 
Environmental Canine 
Services, LLC who talked 
about the work that he and 
his team of canines do as-
sisting with water quality 
projects. Along with Scott 
was Sable, the first ever 
scent-trained canine who 
can sniff out septic waste in 
surface water. Also at the 
workshop, the Shiawassee 
County Health Department 

presented about the ongo-
ing E. coli issues in the 
Holly Drain Watershed and 
the effects that these bacte-
ria have on human health. 
The Conservation District 
also presented about the 
Septic System Assistance 
Program at the Shiawassee 
County Septic Contractor’s 
Workshop held in March.  
  The response to the Sep-
tic System Assistance 
Program has been very 
positive. The Conservation 
District not only helps ho-
meowners with expensive 
septic system repairs, but 
also provides invaluable 
education on preventing 
environmental risks in and 
around the home. Through 
an on-site educational ses-
sion, participants are able to 

confirm the signs 
of a failing septic 
system, backed 
up drains, wet 
spongy ground, 
and smelly water 
in the yard, while 
also learning 
ways to prevent 
pollution from 
activities in and 
around the home.  
  “The Conserva-
tion District is 
pleased to assist homeown-
ers with this costly yet crit-
ical home repair through 
this program,” states Tom 
Braid, Conservation Dis-
trict Chairman, “We are 
excited to continue to help 
homeowners through the 
Septic System Assistance 
Program in 2015.”

  If you are located in the 
Holly Drain Watershed and 
have noticed the signs of 
septic system failure or if it 
has been a while since your 
septic tank was pumped, 
contact the Conservation 
District to see if you quali-
fy for the program today.

Helping Homeowners ReduCe e. ColI in the Holly drain Watershed

Groundwater Myths and Facts
  Michigan has 1.25 million private household wells 
pumping about 194 million gallons of groundwater per 
day making it one of our most important resources. Yet 
groundwater is often taken for granted. Unfortunate-
ly, carelessness and lack of understanding can lead to 
groundwater contamination. However, awareness can help 

protect this precious water 
resource. Take this fun 
quiz to test your knowledge 
about groundwater:

1. Groundwater flows mainly in underground rivers.
- False!  Only a small amount of the world’s groundwa-
ter flows in underground streams through caves. Most 
groundwater moves very slowly through tiny spaces be-
tween particles in rock or soil. Similar to a sponge soak-
ing up water, the region in the ground below the water 
table is completely saturated with water.

2. Most of the U.S. freshwater supply is groundwater.
- True!  According to the National Ground Water As-
sociation (NGWA), 90% of the U.S. freshwater supply 
is groundwater.

3. Depending on the type of rock or soil, groundwater will 
flow at different rates.

- True!  Each type of rock or 
soil has a level of permea-
bility, or the speed at which 
water moves through po-
rous material. For example, 
gravel and sand have higher 
permeability than clay.

Continued on Page 7

Shiawassee 
Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice Road

Owosso, MI  48867
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3

www.shiawasseeccd.org
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Pick up dates and times
Thursday, April 16th, 9am-7pm

Friday, April 17th, 9am-4pm
Orders can be picked up at the 

Shiawassee County Fairgrounds Draft Horse Barn
2900 E. Hibbard Rd., Corunna

We do not guarantee survival. Our liability ceases when seedlings are picked up. It is unlawful for these trees, shrubs and other plants to be resold with the roots 
attached in accordance with the insect Pest and Plant Disease Act. PA 189 of 1981 as amended.

FinAl DATe To orDer

APril 3, 2015

  For the second year in a row, a national survey of farm-
ers has documented a yield boost from the use of cover 
crops in corn and soybean fields, as well as a wide vari-
ety of other benefits. The survey—which was funded by 
the North Central Region Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search and Extension (SARE) program and carried out 
by the Conservation Technology Information Center 
(CTIC)—also details the challenges and benefits farm-
ers expect from cover crops, data on the costs of seed 
and establishment, and insight into how farmers learn 
to manage cover crops.
  In all, 1,924 respondents—both users and non-users of 
cover crops—completed the survey in the winter of 2013-
2014. Of the total, 639 provided data comparing corn 
yields on similar fields with and without cover crops. They 

noted an average yield increase of five bushels per acre, or 
3.1 percent, on fields that had been planted to cover crops 
before corn. Comparing yields in soybeans, 583 farmers 
reported an average boost of two bushels per acre, or 4.3 
percent, following cover crops.
  Those increases, while significant, are lower than the 
boost discovered in a similar survey last year by SARE 
and CTIC, which saw improvements of 11.1 bushels (9 
percent) in corn following cover crops and 4.9 bushels 
(10 percent) of soybeans after cover crops. Rob Myers, 
regional director of Extension programs for NCR-SARE 
and an agronomist at the University of Missouri, points 
out that much of the difference in yield impact between 
the two years of surveys may be attributed to the drought 
in 2012, which highlights the moisture-management 

benefits of cover crops. 
  The new report also reveals other benefits farmers gain 
from planting cover crops, including increases in soil or-
ganic matter, reduced soil erosion and compaction, im-
proved weed control, the availability of “free” nitrogen 
through soil fixation by legumes and others. 
  The Shiawassee Conservation District and Natural 
Resources Conservation Service provide technical as-
sistance to those who are interested in trying or enhanc-
ing cover crops in their cropping operation. Financial 
assistance may also be available through Farm Bill and 
Conservation District programs. Contact the District 
office for more information. Full results of the CTIC 
surveys are available online at www.northcentralsare.
org/CoverCropsSurvey.

Cover CroP Survey rePort doCumentS yield BooSt and Soil BenefitS

Payments can be made in 
cash, check, or credit card 

(Visa/MasterCard)

* Requires cross pollination - Cross pollination is key 
to a good fruit crop for many apple and pear varieties. At 
least two varieties of the same type of fruit are needed.

      Age definitions
P-2: 3 years old, one year grown in plug 
container and two years in transplant bed
2-2: 4 years old, two years grown in seedling 
bed and two years in transplant bed
1-0: 1 year old, one year grown in seedling bed
2-0: 2 years old, two years grown in seedling bed
3-0: 3 years old, three years grown in seedling bed
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M-52, Chesaning, MI
989-845-3033 • Family Owned Since 1979

NEW!! F-150 4x4

Clare • DeWitt • Ionia
989-386-2192    517-669-5533     616-522-1450

cedealer.com

CHEMICALBANKMI.COM

MICHIGAN IS FILLED WITH POTENTIAL. To learn more about 
a bank that believes in the great state of Michigan, visit one of our 
convenient locations or ChemicalBankMI.com.

POSSIBILITIES.
MADE IN MICHIGAN.

  The Shiawassee Conser-
vation District is offering 
farmers a unique oppor-
tunity to adopt Best Man-
agement Practices (BMP) 
such as cover crops, no 
till, or filter strips on their 
cropland. These practices 
can be funded through a 
simplified enrollment pro-
cess and at a cost share 
rate that meets the needs 
of each individual farmer. 
This program is delivered 
in an auction format where 
farmers place a bid on 
adopting a BMP practice. 
Farmers consider their 
time, fuel, materials, fore-
gone income, etc. when 
placing their bid. Bids are 
non-committal and on a 
per field basis. 
  The Conservation District 
works in partnership with 
Michigan State University 
to have the bids evaluated 

and ranked. The bid cost, 
practice, soil type, slope, 
and proximity to surface 
water all play a part in 
the ranking results. High 
ranking bids are those that 
save the most soil from 
leaving farm land per dol-
lar spent. 
  To date, the Shiawassee 
Conservation District has 
held two BMP auctions. 
During the first bid pe-
riod, the Conservation 
District received 21 bids. 
The District funded the 
top 13 offers, covering 
just over 400 acres with 
newly adopted conserva-
tion practices. The second 
bid period just concluded 
in which the District 
submitted 41 bids to be 
evaluated by Michigan 
State University. Farmers 
offered bids on strip till, 
filter strips, aerial seeded 

cover crops and drilled/
broadcast cover crops to-
taling over 1,600 acres.  
  The Shiawassee Conser-
vation District is currently 
accepting bids for their 
third funding period for 
practices to be installed 
in 2015. This is a great 
opportunity for farmers 
within the Mid-Shiawas-
see River Watershed to 
try a new practice with 
minimal paperwork and 
no binding contract. In ad-
dition, the cost of instal-
lation can be covered by 
the Conservation District. 
Speak to Conservation 
District staff to receive 
more information and for 
assistance on bid sheets. 
Bids will be accepted 
through March 31, 2015.

third round of BidS for the 
BmP auCtion noW Being aCCePted

  Tom Braid, of Shia-
wassee Township, is 
seeking re-election 
to the Shiawassee 
Conservation District 
Board of Directors.
  Tom, in partnership 
with his brother Ed, 

operates Braid Farms, which consists 
of dairy and beef herds and row crop 
farming. They raise corn, soybeans, 
alfalfa and wheat and practice conser-
vation tillage on their 2,500 acres. 
  Tom is a past President of the Shia-
wassee County Farm Bureau and has 
served on the Shiawassee Conserva-
tion District Board since 1987, cur-
rently as the Board Chair. Tom and his 
wife Sandy live in Corunna.

  Joshua Crambell, of 
Shiawassee Township, 
is seeking re-elec-
tion to the Shiawassee 
Conservation District 
Board of Directors.
  Joshua, along with 
his father, operates the 
Crambell Farm, which 

consists of dairy herds and row crop 
farming. They raise corn, soybeans, al-
falfa, and wheat, and practice conserva-
tion tillage on their 950 acres. 
  Joshua has been active with FFA and, 
over the years, has received both the 
State and the American FFA Degree 
and was the runner up for the Star State 
Farmer. Joshua was the state winner in 
dairy proficiency and a national finalist. 
He is a graduate from MSU in the ag-
ricultural technology program. Joshua 
and his wife Emily live in Corunna.

  Shiawassee Conservation District Board of Directors. Pictured left to right: Director 
Joshua Crambell, Director Glen Nethaway, Treasurer Larry Lee, Vice Chair Duane 
Leach, Chair Tom Braid.

Board Elections

Groundwater Myths and Facts
Continued from Page 5

4. If a well reaches ground-
water, an unlimited amount 
of water can be pumped.
- False!  The amount of 
water that a well can pump 
depends on the soil or rock 
formations of the aquifer. 
For example, clay holds 
a lot of water, but the tiny 
pore spaces do not allow 
the water to flow readily.

5. Rain and snowmelt in-
filtrate into the ground to 
become groundwater.
- True!  The ground is like 
a sponge and it soaks up 
water until it is saturated.  

6. Homeowner activities 
have no impact on ground-
water.

- False!  Homeowner ac-
tivities such as improperly 
maintaining septic sys-
tems, dumping used motor 
oil, and misapplication of 
lawn and garden fertilizer 
can lead to contamination 
of groundwater supply.

Continued on Page 11

2021 E. Main St. Owosso

989-725-7117
www.jacobsinsurance.com

       Serving Your ....
• Farm Owners Insurance

• Crop Insurance
             ... Needs   

(Deadline is 
March 15, 2015)
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We offer 
in-house 

financing with 
one day 

approval!

-Pole Barns/Garages 
-Windows, Siding & Roofi ng
-Sunrooms/Decks -Doors
-Cultured Stone Work

Over 
35 Years Experience 

in Home 
Improvement!

Free Estimates! 
Senior Citizen Discounts

989-725-7500
810.648.2404   |  TriCountyEquipment.net

Sandusky, MI

It is easy to pull & the convenience 
of DEF and fuel make it an 
all around good thing. 
I'm a lot more 
efficient
now.
~ Todd S. 

“

“

Fuel, DEF & Service Trailers

989-624-9356 Birch Run

Shiawassee River Watershed Targeted 
for Phosphorus Reduction

  The Shiawassee Conservation District (SCD) and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) have part-
nered with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development (MDARD) to deliver the Phosphorus Initiative. 
  This initiative aims to protect the Shiawassee River by promoting and implementing practices that will protect 
water quality and restore the watershed by reducing the amount of phosphorus entering the Shiawassee River. 
SCD and NRCS have been working together to promote sound environmental practices including no-till, nutri-
ent management, filter strips, riparian buffers, and cover crops to achieve this goal. These practices help protect 
water quality, improve soil health, improve aquatic and wildlife habitat, and enhance recreation. Other benefits 
include soil erosion prevention, reduced compaction, increased soil organic matter, the capture and redistribution 
of nutrients in the soil profile, weed suppression, and soil moisture management. Financial assistance is available 
through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative and is provided by the NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP). 
  “Since 2010, as a direct result of the GLRI conservation planning efforts, 12,807.50 acres of cover crops have 
been planned, 3,200 acres are or will be no-tilled and 3,899 acres will be managed for nutrients in the phosphorus 
area,” stated NRCS District Conservationist Tina Tuller.  “These conservation practices are just a few of the many 
success stories in Shiawassee County.” Pictured is the manure injection equipment that was demonstrated during 
the SCD Agricultural Tour in September, 2014.  The demonstration of this equipment resulted in several farmers 
deciding to inject manure and several more left considering a switch to no-till.
  Contact the Shiawassee Conservation District for more details on conservation planning, and programs that offer 
technical and financial assistance to implement conservation practices that will protect our natural resources.

  John Mitosinka stands in front of his completed Ag-
richemical Handling Facility (AHF). AHF’s are de-
signed to properly store, handle and load all pesticides 
and liquid fertilizers on the farm in an environmentally 
safe manner. In 2014, seven AHF’s were built in Shia-
wassee County through the Environmental Quality In-
centives Program, and one additional facility is nearing 
completion. Four are planned to be built in 2015.

  On-Farm Secondary Containment Facilities, or Fueling 
Facilities, can be cost shared through the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program (EQIP). They are permanent-
ly located aboveground and designed to provide safe stor-
age of on-farm oil products. In order to be eligible for cost 
share, the current fuel storage must present an environ-
mental resource concern. 
For EQIP, the maximum 
tank size is 1,100 gallons, 
and each facility is allowed 
up to three tanks. In 2014, 
five Fueling Facilities were 
built in Shiawassee County, 
and four are planned for in-
stallation in 2015.

  Jay Korson, SCD Agricultural Technician and Greg 
Lienau, NRCS Soil Conservation Technician survey 
to design a livestock pipeline. Livestock pipelines are 
part of a larger resource management system to con-
vey water for livestock, reduce energy use, and de-
velop renewable energy systems. Pipelines can be cost 
shared through the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program.

Shiawassee 
Conservation District
1900 S. Morrice Road

Owosso, MI  48867
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3

www.shiawasseeccd.org
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The Schluckebier/Hood Wealth Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors
201 N. Washington St., Owosso, MI  48867   |   1-800-725-8131

www.advisingfarmfamilies.com

Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, Member SIPC, is a registered broker-dealer 
and a separate non-bank affiliate of Wells Fargo & Company.
Investment and Insurance Products:
NOT FDIC-Insured    NO Bank Guarantee    MAY Lose Value #0115-05966

If your current financial advisor doesn't know the difference between a bale 
of straw or hay, give us a call. We understand your business and will develop 
a plan to help preserve your legacy. The Schluckebier/Hood Wealth 
Management Group of Wells Fargo Advisors has been advising farm 
families throughout Michigan for more than 30 years. Our knowledge of the 
needs of farm families, combined with a hands-on approach to investing, 
have been a welcome change for our clients. And they can be for you too.

• Legacy/succession planning
• Retirement plans & roll-overs
• Strategies designed to help preserve accumulated wealth
• Investment management

Advising farm families for

more than 30 years

blackmore-rowe

DURAND 
989-288-2654
blackmorerowedurand.com

Stephanie Boyer Yvonne Ryan

For All Your Insurance Needs

• Well Drilling
• Pump Service
• Pressure Tank Service
• Water Testing
• Inspections
• Yard Hydrants
• Water Lines 
• Water Conditioning

• Abandonments
• Chlorinating
• Flushing
• Water Odor 
   Treatment
• Well Inspections
• Low Pressure
• And More

Day or Night - We Make It Right

EMERGENCY WATER SERVICE!

• Lightning Damage And Insurance Work

Licensed & Insured

J&M WELL DRILLING
Perry 517-675-5956

Williamston/Okemos 517-349-0695
Owosso/Corunna 989-743-5626

Lansing 517-484-6055

Maple Rapids
Lumber Mill

Farm Lumber Sawn to Order

Bark • Chips

Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. 8-12

6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.

989-682-4225
Evening

989-875-4565

BUYERS 
OF STANDING

TIMBER

or Don Hart 989-845-7221
Corner of Ferden & Brennan Roads 17180 W. Ferden Rd., Oakley

WWW.MMOGTA.ORG

41st Annual Gas Tractor Show
August 21-22-23, 2015
For More Info. Frank Young 989-865-9020 

Farmer of the Year
  The Shiawassee Conservation District has awarded the 2014 Conservation Farmer of 
the Year to Mike Kingsbury and Jason Eicher of Venice Township. Jason said, “It is an 
honor to have people notice what we are doing. I hope this encourages others to practice 
conservation.” Mike said, “We are only a representative of this award. There are a lot of 
farmer’s worthy.” They will be honored at the Shiawassee Conservation District Annual 
Meeting Thursday, March 5.
  This uncle-nephew duo farms around 1,800 acres, 600 acres of which they own, 
throughout Venice, Clayton, Flint, Owosso and Fairfield townships. Both men come 
from many generations of farmers and have both worked on the farm since they were 
children. The farm used to have dairy cows, horses, lambs and hogs. They have 2 full-
time employees, Jeff Rumisek and Eric Higgins.
  Jason Eicher is a 1997 Corunna High School graduate. He was involved in FFA and also 
showed animals through 4-H at the Shiawassee County Fair. He continued his education 
at MSU where he got a Bachelor’s Degree in Crop and Soil Science. He previously drove 
trucks, worked for UAP, but then started buying equipment and land and now farms full-
time. Although, he also does custom farming, such as spreading lime, etc. Jason and his 
wife Allison, live in Venice Township with their two sons, Austin and Evan.
  Mike Kingsbury is a Corunna High School graduate and a graduate of Denver 
Automotive Diesel College. He worked at Applegate Chevrolet for 20 years while he 
farmed, now farming full-time. Mike and his wife Jody, have two children, Adam 
and Ashley.
  The Kingsbury farm produces a 5-6 year crop rotation of sugar beets, corn, soy 
beans, wheat, rye and black beans using no-till and reduced till farming. No-till 
farming (also called zero tillage or direct drilling) is a way of growing crops from 
year to year without disturbing the soil through tillage. It increases the amount of 
water that infiltrates into the soil and increases organic matter retention and cycling 
of nutrients in the soil. Reduced tillage is usually done with a chisel plow and leaves 
15-30 percent residue coverage on the soil. Jason added that you can’t no-till sugar 
beets so they must use reduced tillage. Kingsbury Farms are one of only seven farms 
in Shiawassee County to harvest sugar beets. 
  Also on the list of conservation practices they use are aerial seeding of cover crop 
mixes. Their mix includes a cover crop that breaks up soil compaction and scavenges 
residual nutrients after the harvest of a crop to provide nutrients to the following crops. 
They practice advanced precision nutrient management, and pesticide management in-
cluding precision pesticide application technology to reduce spray drift and total amount 
of pesticide used. They utilize an agrichemical handling facility to mix, load and store 
on-farm chemicals to retain incidental spillage and leakage to reduce pollution to sur-
face water, groundwater, air and soil. They closed an abandoned well to prevent surface 

contamination to groundwater, and upgraded their fueling facility to provide safe stor-
age of on-farm fueling products and minimize the risk of accidental spills into water 
resources. Additionally, they’ve recently conducted an energy audit on their farm.
  Jason and Mike are both very proud of the fact that they are Michigan Agriculture En-
vironmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) verified. They achieved MAEAP verifica-
tion in the Cropping and Farmstead Systems in 2013. Being MAEAP verified indicates 
the farm has taken steps to address potential environmental risks and is in conformance 
with the Michigan Right to Farm Law and State/Federal environmental laws. To become 
MAEAP verified, farmers must complete three comprehensive steps: attend an educa-
tion seminar, complete a thorough on-farm risk assessment, and develop and implement 
an action plan addressing potential environmental risks. There are 40 farms with 72 
MAEAP verifications in Shiawassee County. Jason added, “This is a big step going 
forward for a lot of farmers.” 
  Jason and Mike stated that 2014 was a decent year for some of the corn crops, but not 
good for the sugar beet crop. The weather prevented them from planting until June 1, 
two months behind schedule. In response, they plan to plant 1/3 less corn in 2015.  Jason 
said, “We farm because we like it, not because you get rich from doing it.” Mike added, 
“We have been battling the weather the last three years, we hope 2015 is better.”

  2014 Agricultural Tour – The Shiawassee Conservation District (SCD), Shiawassee County Farm Bureau (FB), 
and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) held their annual Shiawassee County Agricultural Tour 
Saturday, September 6, 2014. Agriculture is a vital part of Shiawassee County’s economy. The annual tour is a 
great opportunity for all community members to learn how partnerships between local farmers, SCD, NRCS, 
and Shiawassee County FB improve crop production while simultaneously protecting our environment. The tour 
included stops at three diverse farms, including Cindy Garber’s operation pictured above. At this stop, Betsy 
Dierberger, NRCS State Resource Conservationist joined Cindy to describe how a successful prescribed grazing 
system operates. Betsy is shown demonstrating how to use a grazing stick to estimate the amount of available dry 
forage material. Also from this tour and pictured on the cover: Mark Hinterman discussed and demonstrated 
manure injection at Cole Riverview Farms during one of the tour stops.

  2014 CONSERVATION Farmer of the Year Jason Eicher and Mike Kingsbury are 
pictured here in front of the sign stating that their farm is verified by the Michigan 
Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP).

(Independent Photo/MELISSA SHEPARD)  
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9701 Peet Rd., Chesaning
989-743-0033

beldygafarmtile.com • adam@beldygafarmtile.com

• State-of-the-Art AGPS 
  Controlled Installation
• 3”-15” Single Wall Pipe
• Trench Back Filler
• Complete Tile Maps 
   Provided
• Serving Michigan, 
  Indiana & Ohio

• Ditch Digging & Cleaning
• Fence Rows
• Septic Fields
• Basements
• Water Lines
• Tree Removal
• Land Clearing
• Ponds

FREE 
ESTIMATES

 Roberts Auction Service

 ...AUCTIONS WITH INTEGRITY!

 Bob A. Roberts
3737 Britton Rd., Perry • 517-927-6355

robertsauctionservice.com

Full-Time Auctioneer
Certified Personal Property Appraiser

STIHL quality at an incredible low price!

S&K FARM & YARD
“Between The Two Hibbard Roads”
3249 S. M-52 • 989-723-2369

Locally Owned & Operated
WHERE PARTS & SERVICE COUNT!

STIHL MS170 16” Chain Saw
• 30cc • 1.8 ci
• “Best Value” Home
    Mechanix Magazine
• Lightweight - only 8.6 lbs.

Firewood 
For Sale

Marketing MMPA 
Members’ milk to the 
greatest advantage 
possible since 1916

431 W. Williams
Ovid, MI 48866
989-834-2221

Call On Us For:

KENT FEEDS
6 Ton Money Back Guarantee

You must be satisfied with any KENT product or your money will be refunded.

• Grains • Feed • Seeds • Pet Food & Supplies
    • Chemical • Fertilizer • Caged Bird Feed

125 N. Main • Ovid • 989-834-2282 • 1-800-344-6843
GUARANTEED

  The timber in a forest 
can easily be worth tens of 
thousands of dollars; com-
parable to investments in a 
home, vehicles, or a retire-
ment portfolio. Even more 
important to some forest 
owners are the non-timber 
values such as wildlife 
habitat, hunting, beauty, 
and heritage. Many people 
seek professional assis-
tance with their valuable 
assets…why not with their 
forestland?  
  Allowing nature to take 
its course or neglecting 
forestland will not often 
produce the greatest ben-
efits for a forest owner. 
Forest systems are dy-
namic and ever-changing 
and so is the social and 
economic environment in 
which they exist.  Man-
agement of forestland is 
important to assure it will 
be healthy, productive, 
and achieve the owner’s 
desired purposes. Forest 
management can be more 
complicated than what 
many people might think. 
Hiring a professional for-
ester to assist with forest 
management planning and 

other activities can help 
achieve desired outcomes.
  The first step to reach any 
goal is to make a plan, and 
forest management should 
be treated the same. A For-
est Management Plan will 
provide a detailed descrip-
tion of the woodlot’s cur-
rent condition, the goals 
of the owner, and outline 
the forestry practices that 
need to happen in order to 
reach those goals. A plan 
is very beneficial for any 
forestland, no matter the 
size or type.
  A Forest Management 
Plan should be prepared 
by a professional forester. 
All plans are not the same, 
as each owner has their 
own desires for their for-
est land and each forest is 
made up of different plant 
species, soils, and cli-
mates. For these reasons, 
the forester works closely 
with the landowner to en-
sure the plan will meet 
each individual need.
  The Shiawassee Conser-
vation District is a local 
source for forestry infor-
mation, including a list 
of consulting foresters 

that can be contacted for 
assistance.  In addition, 
the Conservation District 
hosts workshops through-
out the year covering a 
variety of forestry related 
topics. 
  Furthermore, the District 
is a source for programs 
that provide technical 
and financial assistance 
to enhance forest land. 
Farm Bill conservation 
programs such as the En-
vironmental Quality In-
centives Program (EQIP) 
provide technical and fi-
nancial assistance to pre-
pare Forest Management 
Plans, as well as manage-
ment activities including 
controlling brush, con-
trolling invasive species, 
planting trees, and releas-
ing crop trees.
  The largest portion of 
Michigan’s forest belongs 
to family forest owners. 
Management of these 
resources is critical for 
Michigan’s wildlife as 
well as the families who 

own them. For more in-
formation about forest 
management contact the 
Shiawassee Conservation 
District.

Forest ManageMent = HealtHy Productive Forests

  Pictured is Corunna FFA students during the Shiawassee 
Conservation District’s FFA Agricultural Tour. Corunna 
was one of five Shiawassee County schools that partici-
pated in this annual event. They visited three diverse 
farms in the county to learn about conservation practices 
including cover crops, prescribed grazing, and wetland 
restoration. This tour was made possible through a part-
nership between the Shiawassee Conservation District, 
the Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Baker 
College of Owosso.

www.greenstonefcs.com
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Crop Production Services supports farmers and conservation practices! 
Better yield. Better crop quality. You’ll see the results at harvest.

• ESN has a unique polymer coating allows you to apply ESN granules at up to 3 times the 
  normal seed safe rate of urea at planting.
• ESN is Smart Nitrogen. By greatly reducing leaching, volatilization and denitrifi cation, ESN 
   protects the surrounding environment.
• Both ESN and Instinct use the same technology that protects the environment also protects 
  your investment. By drastically reducing N loss, you get more of the nitrogen you pay for.
• Instinct provides maximum application timing fl exibility via an encapsulated formulation that   
  remains stable on the soil surface for up to 10 days.

450 S. West St.
Henderson, MI 48841

(989) 725-7933

Contact your local Crop Production Services retailer for more details!
Please like us on Facebook and visit our website www.cpsagu.com!

“Farm Store”
110 N. Main St., Ovid • 989-834-2661

For farms all
the way from 

hobby to family 
enterprise size.

Considering a spring hay seeding? See us first for the
alfalfa + grass mixes that will yield more, last longer, and produce

higher feed value than conventional clear seedings.

 PERRY FFA
 23rd Annual

 Farm Toy & Craft Show
 PERRY HIGH SCHOOL

 Saturday, March 21 • 8:30am-2:30pm

 Admission: $2.00 - Under 12 Free
 FREE Kids Pedal Pull 10am-12noon Ages 4-10

Pork Roast & Concession Stand
For more info, contact Brian Kiesling at 517-625-0030

Mid-Michigan
Equine Services, PLLC

Laura Pylman, DVM
Providing quality veterinary care for ALL your animals.

Horses, dogs, cats, pigs, goats, sheep, camelids, chickens and more!

• Reproduction
• Lameness
• Ultrasound
• Digital Radiography

• Dentistry
• General Medicine/Surgery
• 24-hour Emergency 
• Pre-Purchase Exams

Laingsburg, MI 48848
Phone: 517-651-1234

Fax: 517-913-6326

Visit us on the web at:
midmichiganequine.com
drlaura@midmichiganequine.com

7. Agricultural activities always contaminate groundwater.
- False!  While some activities such as improper animal 
waste disposal or excess use of fertilizer or pesticides can 
contaminate groundwater, many agricultural activities 
have little or no influence on groundwater.

8. Leaky fuel storage tanks are a hazard to groundwater. 
- True!  Leaking fuel storage tanks can allow gasoline, 
diesel fuel, oil or other solvents to travel downward 
through the soil into groundwater.

9. Abandoned wells have little impact on groundwater.
- False!  An abandoned well is a direct conduit to the 
groundwater aquifer. Anything that enters the well also en-
ters the groundwater posing serious contamination risks.

10. Michigan has more private household wells than any 
other state.
- True!  In Michigan, 1.25 million private wells service 
2.6 million citizens, while public water supplies using 
groundwater serve 1.7 million, making groundwater a 
crucial natural resource to Michigan residents.

  So what can you do to help assure that you are not con-
tributing contamination to the groundwater supply? Con-

ducting an on-farm or in-
home risk assessment can 
help avoid a future prob-
lem. The Farm*A*Syst and 
Home*A*Syst environmen-
tal risk reduction programs 
are free, strictly voluntary 
and completely confidential. 
Contact the Conservation 
District to schedule your 
risk reduction session today!

Groundwater Myths and Facts
Continued from Page 7   More than 200 students from Shiawassee County’s 

FFA program learned about cover crops during the 
Shiawassee Conservation District’s Annual FFA Ag-
ricultural Tour (in partnership with Baker College 
of Owosso). John Durling, NRCS Plant Materials 
Center Manager, joined Conservation District staff 
and local farmer Larry Lee, to speak to the students 
about the benefits of incorporating conservation 
practices of no-till and cover crops into a farming 
operation.

  Mike Kingsbury and Jason Eicher are pictured working 
with SCD Agricultural Technicians Tom Wert and Jay Kor-
son to update their conservation plans. Conservation District 
technicians help farmers like Mike and Jason prepare or up-
date their conservation plan for the lands they make deci-
sions on. A Conservation Plan is a written record of manage-
ment decisions, and the schedule of conservation practices 
and systems that will help achieve the goals of protecting 
the environment and natural resources. The construction 
of a conservation plan is voluntary and hands-on with each 
farmer serving as the final decision maker. The conserva-
tion plan becomes the road-map to help achieve goals and 
maintain the resources on the land. Although conservation 
planning does not include financial or cost-share assistance, 
it may serve as a springboard for those interested in partici-
pating in Farm Bill financial assistance programs.

  Ila and Luke Tuller visit with Jada Johnson. Jada, along 
with her father Kevin Johnson host the hunting TV show 
Big Boys Adventures. Jada and Kevin Johnson were 
speakers at the Shiawassee Conservation District’s Wild-
life Habitat Workshop held in March 2014.

  Jay Korson, SCD Agricultural 
Technician and Jeff Tuller, local 
consulting forester, are preparing 
for their presentation on forestry 
during Shiawassee County Farm 
Bureau’s Project R.E.D. (Rural 
Education Day). Jeff often part-
ners with the Shiawassee Conser-
vation District during their for-
estry related workshops. The next 
forestry workshop will be March 
14, 2015. Future details can be 
found on the District’s website at 
www.shiawasseeccd.org, facebook 
page, and in local newspapers.
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Sales Representative

Ken
Scott

Sales Representative

Rita 
Wesley

Sales Representative

The Independent Newsgroup     www.owossoindependent.com

We’re About

We Can Help You With All of Your 
Area Advertising!

Call Today 
to Talk with 
Our Highly 

Trained, 
Friendly 

Sales Staff!
989-723-1118

Community! 4x for conservation and as needed

5E�Series�
45�55�hp,�MFWD�
2015�models�
�
or�0%�financing�for�60�months�and�
$1,000�off�with�the�purchase�of�2�
implements*�

�����www.dgequipment.com�
�

1047�N.�SHIAWASSEE�ST.,��CORUNNA,�MI�48817��
(989)�743�8844��

�*Offer�valid�2/3/2015�through�4/30/2015.�Subject�to�approved�installment�credit�with�John�
Deere�Financial.�$3,000�OFF�or�Fixed�Rate�of�0.0%�for�60�months�and�$1,000�OFF�implement�
bonus�on�MFWD,�2015�model�year�5045E�and�5055E�Tractors.�Implement�bonus�is�in�addition�
to�Low�Rate�financing�and�requires�the�purchase�of�2�or�more�qualifying�John�Deere�or�
Frontier�Implements.�Some�restrictions�apply;�other�special�rates�and�terms�may�be�available,�
so�see�D&G�Equipment�for�details�and�other�financing�options.�

D&G�EQUIPMENT�

Right�now,�with�Special�Deere�Season�
savings,�get�$3,000�off�a�new�John�Deere�
45�to�55�horsepower,�MFWD�5E�Tractor.�
Built�to�fit�the�way�you�work,�that’s�
versatility,�power�AND�great�savings�you�
just�can’t�ignore.�Call�or�come�in�today!�

$3,000$3,000��OFF*�

Conservation eduCation at 
YMCa CaMp shiawassee

  In 2014, the Conservation District marked the sixth year 
they brought a conservation education program to the Shi-
awassee Family YMCA Camp Shiawassee. Last year was 
especially exciting because it was the second year of a two 
year grant to educate youth about soil and water conserva-
tion through a hands-on garden project.  
  Funded through an USDA Sustainable Agriculture Re-
search and Education (SARE) program grant, the project 
involved the campers in planting and caring for vegetable 
gardens that were installed at the facility. As vegetables 
were harvested, campers discovered new ways to prepare 
and consume these healthy treats.
  Additionally, the Conservation District visited the camp 
weekly bringing fun and interactive lessons on vari-
ous concepts of conservation and sustainable agriculture 
reaching nearly 700 youth participants. The lessons fo-
cused on ecological benefits of conservation and sustain-
able agriculture. Topics covered included; water conserva-
tion, soil biology, pollination, and composting, amongst 
others. Furthermore, the kids gained social awareness 
about growing food sustainably and knowledge and confi-
dence to make healthy food choices by growing and pre-
paring their own food.  
  It has been a pleasure partnering with the Shiawassee 
Family YMCA to bring this fun and educational program 
to youth of the county. The Conservation District plans to 
return to Camp Shiawassee this summer to again help with 
the gardens and bring many new and exciting activities to 
the campers. For more information on conservation educa-
tion programs contact the Conservation District and to learn 
about Camp Shiawassee, contact the Shiawassee Family 
YMCA. To view more photos of conservation education at 
Camp Shiawassee, visit the District’s facebook page!

  The campers enjoyed harvesting their crops that they 
worked so hard to raise throughout the summer.

  The Shiawassee Conservation District hosted two 
Electronic Waste (e-waste) Collections in 2014 in 
partnership with Comprenew, an electronics recy-
cling company. Both events were highly successful, 
collecting a total 53,552 pounds of e-waste, keeping 
thousands of pounds of valuable reusable material 
out of our landfills! There is a real need in Shiawas-
see County for an environmentally safe way to recycle 

e-waste and the Shiawassee Conservation District 
plans on hosting future collections. Look for details 
on the District’s website at www.shiawasseeccd.org, 
facebook page, or in local newspapers. Pictured are 
Tom Wert, Donna Kanan, and Melissa Higbee, sorting 
through a portion of the electronics collected during 
the Shiawassee Conservation District’s E-Waste Col-
lection held in May, 2014.

SCd and NRCS Work Together 
to Protect Natural Resources

  The NRCS provides cost-share funds to farmers through 
the Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP).
Farmers who complete a Farm*A*Syst or Crop*A*Syst 
will achieve a higher ranking when they apply for EQIP 
cost-share funds through the Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS). The completion of a Farm*A*Syst or 
Crop*A*Syst demonstrates that they are concerned about 
the environment and are willing to make changes in their 
operation or management practices that will reduce risks 
to the environment.
  In Shiawassee County Farm*A*Systs and Crop*A*Systs 
are conducted by Shiawassee Conservation District Ag-
ricultural Technician Tom Wert. These assessments are 
confidential, voluntary, and non-regulatory. All materi-
als remain on the farm at the conclusion of the process. 
The farmer decides which changes, if any, make sense 
on their farm. The farmer controls how, when, and if the 
changes are implemented on their farm. Both assessments 
will help the farmer to be in conformance with applicable 
Michigan Right to Farm GAAMP’s (Generally Accepted 
Agricultural Management Practices) and in compliance 
with applicable state and federal environmental regula-
tions and laws.
  The Farm*A*Syst is a series of risk questions that will 
help assess how effectively farmstead structures, manage-
ment practices, and site conditions protect water resourc-
es. These risk questions deal with pesticides, fertilizers, 
fuel, manure and other possible sources of contamination 
that are present at the farm site and their possible effect on 
groundwater and surface water.
  Where “high risk” practices or situations are identi-
fied, alternatives will be explored that could reduce or 
eliminate that risk. Many times these alternatives are at 
limited or no expense to the farmer. When high risks are 
identified, there may also be financial assistance avail-
able from NRCS as an incentive to encourage farmers 
to adopt the lower risk activity into their farm opera-
tion. One example of this assistance is an Agrichemical 
Handling Facility (AHF) for the storage of pesticides 
and liquid fertilizers on the farm. This financial assis-
tance is available through EQIP.
  The Crop*A*Syst is a series of risk questions that help to 
assess how effectively the crop management practices pro-
tect soil and water resources on the farm. This assessment 
will assist in developing and implementing a management 
plan that prevents loss of soil through water and wind ero-
sion, prevent contamination of water resources and main-
tain economic crop production. As with the Farm*A*Syst, 
when high risk situations are identified alternatives will 
be explored that could reduce or eliminate the risks. Fi-
nancial assistance or incentives are also available from 
NRCS when a Crop*A*Syst is completed by the producer. 
Examples of eligible EQIP practices include cover crops, 
deep tillage, nutrient management, pest management, no-
till/strip-till and filter strips. All of these practices, which 
help to reduce soil erosion or prevent water contamination, 
provide a financial incentive to the producer when they are 
included in the management of the farm.
  To learn more about Farm*A*Systs, Crop*A*Systs and 
how they can aid in the securing of financial and tech-
nical assistance through NRCS EQIP, contact Tom Wert, 
Agricultural Technician at the Shiawassee Conservation 
District office.
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SPRING LUBE SALE
Stechschulte Gas & Oil Co. Inc.

Locally Owned - Serving The Community Since 1960!

For Fuel & Lubes:
Stechschulte Gas & Oil
917 E. Main St., Owosso

989-723-8831

For Lubes & Parts:
D&D Truck Trailer Parts
105 N. Brady St., Corunna

989-743-5707

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. by appt.

710 S. CHIPMAN ST.
OWOSSO, MI 48867

PH 989-725-9977 • FAX 989-729-6559

Doug Perry
Owner

Draw Tite Hitches, Meyer Plows, 
Wiring, Repair, 

Truck & Car Accessories

CentralBoiler.com

*Instant rebate savings up to $1500 on select in-stock Central Boiler outdoor furnace 
models. Savings shown is on an E-Classic 3200 model. 
See your local dealer for details.

Westmoreland 
Construction

5240 Morrice Road, Webberville, MI

517-468-3685

13-0118
CentralBoiler.com 

Farm & Truck Tires
    “In the Field and on the Farm Sales and Service”

Serving you with 
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

of Farm and Truck Tires40 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

                        224 S. Cedar St., Owosso
989-723-6881 • 989-666-0746

TERRY’S TIRE 
   SERVICE

 LET OUR 43 YRS. OF EXPERIENCE AND STATE OF THE ART EQUIPMENT WORK FOR YOU!

 We Can Handle Your Most Diffi cult Jobs With The Most Experienced Crew of Operators In The Area!

“WITH THE RISING COST OF MATERIALS, CHOOSE THE BEST, 
CHOOSE THE PROS WHO KNOW HOW TO GET YOU THE HIGHEST RETURN ON YOUR INVESTMENT.”

 MLICA President 
Michael Pennington

PENNINGTON FARM DRAINAGE, LLC
 For your FREE Estimate, call Dewey (989) 277-7448 or Mike (989) 413-1940 • (989) 743-5074

5231 E. Six Mile Creek Rd. • Corunna, MI 48817

 GPS Survey & Design for Construction Projects.

 • Ditching
• Ponds
• Drain Fields
• Wetland
  Restoration

 • Basements
• Commercial
   and Residential 
   Site Work

   Shiawassee Conservation District and Natural Resources Conservation Service staff, pictured left to right: Andrea 
Wendt, SCD Watershed Technician; Danielle Santana, SCD Farm Bill Program Assistant; Tina Tuller, NRCS Dis-
trict Conservationist; Tom Wert, SCD Agricultural Technician; Melissa Higbee, SCD District Manager; Jay Korson, 
SCD Agricultural Technician; Donna Kanan, SCD Conservation Specialist; Greg Lienau, NRCS Soil Conservation 
Technician; Katelyn Salowitz, NRCS Soil Conservationist.

  The Shiawassee Conservation District joined the local 
agricultural community at Tom Braid’s farm in March 
2014 to get a legislative update on agriculture issues. 
Tom is the Chairman of the Shiawassee Conservation 
District Board of Directors. Pictured is Tom Wert, SCD 

Agricultural Technician; Melissa Higbee, SCD District 
Manager; State Representative Ben Glardon; Andrea 
Wendt, SCD Watershed Technician; Donna Kanan, 
SCD Conservation Specialist; and Jay Korson, SCD 
Agricultural Technician.

  The Shiawassee Conservation District and 
Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) proudly partner with the Shiawassee 
County Farm Bureau to bring a variety of ed-
ucational opportunities to Shiawassee County 
residents. A great example of this partnership 
is Farm Bureau’s Project R.E.D. (Rural Edu-
cation Day) event. Each year, the Shiawassee 
Conservation District staff joins other pro-
fessionals to educate Shiawassee County 2nd 
graders on conservation, forestry, and agri-
culture. Pictured are Danielle Santana, SCD 
Farm Bill Program Assistant, and Katelyn 
Salowitz, NRCS Soil Conservationist, prepar-
ing for their presentation to the 2nd graders 
on water quality.
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www.sheridanauctionservice.com

(517) 676-9800 
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At the forefront of Michigan ag marketing.

Your

Classifi eds!!!

Email Tracy:
classifi eds@owossoindependent.com

Tracy
Hilgendorf

Classifi ed Advertising 
Specialist & Sales 

Representative
Call 

Today!!!

FACT: 81% of adults 
read their community 

newspaper 
classifieds section!

(National Newspaper Association)

Have something 
to sell? 

Place a classifi ed ad in...

989-723-1118

Ziola Farms

Custom Field Tiling
GPS Controlled

FREE ESTIMATES
Quality & Precision in every foot!

Gene Ziola 989-245-1426
Jeramie Ziola 989-798-4889

7077 M-57 
CHESANING
(corner of M-57 
and Gasper Rd.)

It’s Time To Order 
-- Your --

989-845-6913

Baby 
Chicks
NOW

WHEN HEAT 
Matters Most

• Free Estimates • Reliable Service • Trusted Name 
Locally Owned & Operated For Over 77 Years

203 S. Water St., Owosso
989-723-4220 • maurerheating.com

Specializing in: Replacement Drain Fields
All types of excavating

• Dozing • Trucking • Demolition

B&C
Jeff Bartz and Company

Owner & Operator
Commercial • Residential • Insured

517-625-5554 or 989-429-2243
Visit us at www.jeffbartzexcavating.com

FREE
Estimates

30 Years 
Experience

No-Till Entry Phase Management
Quality no-till SerieS – agronomy 

teChniCal note, indiana nrCS 
 

  Success at a No-Till System cannot be achieved merely by stopping tillage. Fields being 
planned for conversion to a no-till system should be carefully evaluated for conditions 
which will become inherent problems during the transition phase. The following is a 
checklist for a field’s readiness for no-till.
• Compaction - Check each field at various locations for compacted layers and tillage 
layers with abrupt density changes. Don’t assume winter freeze and thaw cycles will 
remove these layers. Use a Cover Crop mix with a deep rooting combination of fibrous 
and tap root species. A low surface disturbance inline ripper can be used prior to seeding 
a cover crop to fracture these layers. If the soil needs leveling prior to cover crop plant-
ing, a shallow, low residue disturbing, rotary harrow or vertical tillage tool should be 
used. Avoid finishing tools, or disks that re-creates horizontal tillage bands with shovels, 
sweeps or angled disks. 
• Adapt Harvest Equipment - Combines, grain carts and tractor should be equipped for 
controlled traffic and/or with floatation tires/tracks. Manage crop residues with a com-
bination of corn head upgrades that adequately crush the stalk at multiple locations and 
choppers and spreaders that distribute all crop residues evenly as they exit the combine. 
• pH - Check the pH by separating 6” cores into 0-3” and 3-6” soil samples. If pH 
is below 6.0 at both depths then lime should be incorporated with a chisel plow. If 
only the surface is low, then incorporation is generally unnecessary if high calcium 
lime is available. 
• Soil Fertility - Follow the same testing procedures as for pH. High and very high test 
levels in the 0-3” or low fertility in the 3-6” zone should be addressed through deep (>4”) 
banding, or incorporation if adequate equipment is not available. 
• Leveling the field - Ridges, ruts and gullies will not be corrected by merely switching 
to no-till. Coordinate corrective measures with above operations where possible. 
• Drainage - Repair, replace, and install new tile systems. Few investments will return 
more than drainage where drainage is needed. 
• Control perennial, biannual, and winter annual weeds - Most of these weeds are 
best controlled with fall applied herbicides. 
• Consider Cover Crops - Nearly every item on the above checklist can be compli-
mented by the use of a cover crop. The ultimate economic incentive from a no-till sys-
tem comes from improving soil health. Cover crops can increase the rate at which this 
transformation occurs. Seed appropriate species or mixes immediately after completing 
harvest or a corrective measure mentioned previously. 
• Make plans to attend as many winter no-till workshops and roundtables as pos-
sible - Farmer networks and alliances are born out of these kinds of meetings. Most of 
the successful long term no-tillers rely on networks. 
  The Shiawassee Conservation District and Natural Resources Conservation Service 
offers conservation planning, including technical and financial assistance to address 
natural resource concerns. Contact the Conservation District office for more infor-
mation on conservation planning, upcoming conservation workshops, and how no-till 
farming can benefit you.

Simple Ways 
You Can Help 

Michigan Rivers
  What is stormwater pollu-
tion? Stormwater pollution 
comes from all of us, even 
if we don’t realize we are 
contributing to it. Storm-
water picks up oil, metals, 
salts, pet waste, fertilizer, 
grass clippings, and other 
materials left on sidewalks 
and streets before it enters 
a catch basin. In most ar-
eas with storm sewer sys-
tems, this polluted runoff 
washes from the catch ba-
sins straight into the near-
est lake or river without 
being treated.  
  There are many things you 
can do to protect Michi-
gan’s water resources. The 
following are five simple 
things you can do to help!
1. Use a pooper scooper! 
Bacteria, parasites, and vi-
ruses from pet waste can 
easily wash into storm 
drains and end up in the 
river without being treated.
2. Limit your pesticide and 
fertilizer use. Pesticides are 
one of the most dangerous 
pollutants. Limit fertilizer 
use (get a soil test and fol-
low fertilizer recommen-
dations). Make it a habit to 
sweep your grass clippings 
onto the lawn rather than 
into a catch basin.
3. Check your vehicles for 
fuel and oil leaks. When it 
rains, grease and oil drip-
pings wash into storm 
drains, and go straight into 
our rivers and streams.
4. Wash your car on the 
lawn or go to a car wash. 
Dirt and oils you wash off 
can harm fish and animals if 
it goes straight in the storm 
drain. Grass filters pollut-
ants – and you’ll water your 
lawn at the same time!
5. Only rain down the 
drain! In other words, 
use trash cans! Even if it 
means a slight inconve-
nience for you, it’s better 
for everyone who shares 
Michigan’s rivers.
  For more information on 
what you can do to pro-
tect water quality, contact 
the Shiawassee Conserva-
tion District.
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200 W. Exchange St., Owosso, MI 48867
989-725-7134

fl oat

Jake Hall
989-723-1104

Rod Hall
989-725-5735

 Well DrillingHall
• Rock Wells • Gravel Wells

Plastic Well Screens
“We Use the Finest Quality Materials”

Three Generations
of Experience

Submersible, Jet & Shallow 
Well Pump Repair

2517 W. Dewey Rd. 
Owosso

FREE ESTIMATES

WE HAVE THE FUEL 
For All Your Farming Needs!
• Gas • Diesel • Off Road Diesel

We Even Repair Tires on Farm Equipment, 
Skid Steers,  Lawn & Garden, etc.
See Us For All Your Service Needs!

201 S. Main St., Downtown Perry
517-625-7810

HUFFY’S

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Ben Glardon for 
State Representative, P.O. Box 1746, Owosso, MI 48867.

I applaud the members of the Shiawassee 
Conservation District for continuing to protect 

Michigan’s valuable natural resources.

Representing the 85th District.

  The Shiawassee Conservation District has a no-till drill and corn planter available for rent to promote conserva-
tion of our natural resources. Contact the District for more information.

  Drains and ditches are important conveyers of water to 
our Great Lakes. It is important not to treat drains and 
ditches as dumping grounds, cropland, garden areas, or 
mowed lawn spaces because most are man-made streams 
that serve many of the same purposes as natural water-
ways. Flood control, drainage, water resources, and habi-
tat are just a few of the important functions drains and 
ditches provide.
  Land uses, especially streamside activities, have a direct 
impact on the quality and quantity of water in a drain. 
Whether it is an urban or agricultural area, all the wa-
ter that flows across the land to a stream can potentially 
carry with it pollutants. Trash, oil, gasoline, road salts, 
sediments, and yard wastes are common pollutants from 
urban sources, while fertilizers, pesticides, sediments, 
and crop residues flow from agricultural lands. Impervi-
ous surfaces, such as roads and parking lots, speed up the 
flow of water and contribute to flooding. Cropland with 
little cover also accelerates the flow of water contributing 
to soil loss and poor water quality. 
  Yard waste, trash, food, tires, and other garbage do not 
belong in drains. Regardless of the way these materials 
enter drains whether it be through runoff or by intentional 
dumping, once they are in the drain they either remain to 

pollute the water and surrounding areas of that waterway 
or are carried downstream to pollute other surface waters. 
It is also strongly discouraged to plow, mow, and/or plant 
up to the streambank. These activities promote bank ero-
sion, soil loss, and general polluting of the waterway. 
  Fortunately, there are simple practices that can protect 
streams, drains, and ditches from pollutants, reduce flood-
ing and enhance the habitat of waterways. Additionally, 
financial benefits to install these practices on agricultural 
land may also be available.
  Installing a filter strip is one conservation practice that 
can help protect drains. A filter strip is an area of vegeta-
tion planted along a streambank that slows the rate of run-
off, captures sediments and organic matter, and helps to 
filter out pollutants. These riparian plantings can be eas-
ily installed in most areas. Planting urban and residential 
streams with native plants, grasses and wildflowers can 
create backyard habitats for native birds and butterflies 
while enhancing natural settings and protecting water 
quality. Filter strips on agricultural ditches protect fields 
from flooding while filtering fertilizers, chemicals, and 
sediments out of water before it enters the stream.  
  Financial incentives are available for planting filter 
strips along drainage ways in agricultural areas through 
the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Services 
(NRCS). Cost-share for other conservation practices that 
address erosion and other natural resource concerns are 
also available through Farm Bill programs. 
  For more information on types of practices and programs 
available, or for examples of plants that can help protect 
water quality, contact the Shiawassee Conservation Dis-
trict at (989) 723-8263, ext 3. Improving water quality lo-
cally protects streams that feed our rivers and lakes. The 
water that leaves your land will ultimately drain to the 
Great Lakes. The cleaner that water is when it first makes 
its journey, the healthier Michigan rivers and lakes will 
be, leading to a stronger economy and better quality of 
living for our community.

KeeP drainS Clean for healthier miChigan

  In 2014, the Conser-
vation District worked 
with Environmental 
Canine Services, LLC 
to identify E. coli in 
the Holly Drain Wa-
tershed.  Seen here 
is Sable, the first 
ever canine who has 
been scent-trained to 
identify septic waste 
in stormwater.  He is 
sniffing buckets taken 
from various sites in 
the watershed to nar-
row down the focus of 
the program.
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 A Solid Investment!

  1596 S. College Rd., Mason, MI 48854
(517) 628-8001 • cell (517) 206-1245 • (517) 206-1243

 “Quality Is Our Number One Priority!”
• We will survey • Design system • We will submit a written proposal

• GPS Mapping for customer
 Call Dennis or Jim for a Free Consultation

of Your Water Management Needs. 

 In today’s economy, every day and every dollar is precious. Getting your crop planted and harvested 
on time may mean the difference between a profi table year or a loss. A properly designed and installed 
water management (drainage) system can help make this difference. For 37 years we’ve been working 
with area farmers to help them increase crop productivity, resulting in increased profi tability.

WATER MANAGEMENT 
SPECIALISTS, INC.

  SCD Agricultural Technician Tom Wert teaches 2nd and 
3rd graders at the Michigan Arbor Day Alliance Event.

  Above right: Katelyn Salowitz, NRCS Soil Conserva-
tionist teaches 2nd and 3rd graders at the Michigan Ar-
bor Day Alliance Event.

  SCD Watershed Technician Andrea Wendt discusses water conservation with a local 
kindergarten class. 

Conservation education Programs Available
  Conservation Education is integral to the mission of the Shiawassee Conservation Dis-
trict. Conservation Education helps people of all ages understand and appreciate our nat-
ural resources and learn how to conserve those resources for future generations. Through 
structured educational experiences and activities targeted to varying age groups, conser-
vation education enables people to realize how natural resources and ecosystems affect 
each other and how resources can be used wisely.
  Through conservation education, people can develop the critical thinking skills they 
need to understand the complexities of ecological problems. Conservation Education 
also encourages people to act on their own to conserve natural resources and use them in 
a responsible manner by making informed resource decisions.
  During 2014, the Conservation District brought Conservation Education to area schools, 
scout groups, libraries, and YMCA youth camp. The District also taught education ses-
sions to Shiawassee County second graders at the Farm Bureau sponsored Project R.E.D. 
(Rural Education Day) and at the Michigan Arbor Day Event where 1,500 second and 
third graders from around the region attended to celebrate Arbor Day.  
  The Shiawassee Conservation District offers free education programs to schools and 
groups. Available topics include water quality, soils, forestry, wildlife habitat and many 
more. Conservation Educational programs are available for all ages from early learning 
to adult education and can be tailored to meet the needs of your classroom or group. 
Contact the Conservation District to schedule your program today! 

memorialhealthcare.org

When your joints ache, turn to the 
bone and joint care specialists 

at Memorial Healthcare, where our 
orthopedic surgeons have more than 70 
years of surgical experience.  

Our minimally invasive knee, hip and 
shoulder procedures can help you get 
back to doing what you love, with less 
pain and minimal scarring.

Mid Michigan Orthopedics 989-725-6101.


