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Curwood Festival Pageant
Crowns 2024 Winners

The 43rd Annual Miss Curwood Festival Pageant took place Sunday, Feb. 11 at the
Owosso Performing Arts Center. The Emcee of the night was Co-Chairman of the Pag-
eant Committee, Carrie (Mowen) Miculka, who was also a 2003 Miss Curwood Festival
Queen’s Attendant.

This year’s pageant boasted 20 local Shiawassee County young women who competed
for the three titles of Miss Curwood Festival, Miss Curwood Festival’s Teen and Miss
Curwood Festival’s Princess.

Princess Candidates included girls aged eight to eleven: Elizabeth Reich, Melody
Pouillon, Ella Osantoski, Rebecca Harrell, Lauralynn Peterson, Leah Harrell, Madilyn
Peruski, River Akin, Elizabeth Peters, Olivia Sivyer, Lillian Marriage, Hollis Zeeman
and Nevaeh Lopez. Teen Candidates included young
women aged 12-16: Madison Strauss, Logan Geyer and
Mia Lentz. Miss Candidates included young women aged
17-21: Delany Couturier, Marisa Rose, Danika Mogg and
Audrey Mitchell.

The deserving Princess winner was Nevaeh Lopez, age
nine. Nevaeh’s parents are Korey Lopez and Richard and
Christina Scharf. Nevaeh attends Central Elementary
School where she is currently a fourth grader. Her sponsor
was Ashleigh’s Dance Shack.
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CURWOOD FESTIVAL 2024 Pageant winners, from left: Curwood Prlncess Nevaeh
Lopez, Miss Curwood Teen Madison Strauss and Miss Curwood Queen Marisa Rose.
(Courtesy Photo)

34th Annual Walk for Warmth A Success
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W N_K FOR WAR MTH

Shigsaues CeelT

the walk and give people encouragement “I am here to support Becky Zelma and her
staff, as well as all the walkers.”

WALKERS FROM all over showed up Saturday, Feb 24 to raise money for Walk for
Warmth. Before starting on their walk, small groups gathered to have the picture taken

in front of the sign. CACS Executive Director Miguel Rodriguez was there to support (Independent Photos/Melissa Shepard)

Capital Area Community Services, Inc. held its 34th
Annual Walk for Warmth on Saturday, Feb. 24 at the
Owosso Community Center (Shiawassee Council on
Aging).

Walk for Warmth is a state-wide effort to raise public
awareness of people experiencing heat-related emer-
gencies. Funds are raised through contributions from
individuals, businesses, civic organizations, clubs and
church groups and are used to assist area residents heat-
related emergencies. With the rising costs of basic needs
and food, which creates an economic hardship current-

ly being experienced by many local residents and the
changes in State and Federal funding, the need for heat-
related assistance has become far greater than service
agencies and churches can resolve without additional
resources, such as Walk for Warmth.

100% Of the funds raised through the Shiawassee
County Walk are used to assist low-income households
within Shiawassee County.

The Walk for Warmth fundraiser brought in 45 entrants
that raised $3,266 that will stay within Shiawassee
County to help residents in need this winter. This event

helps with funding in-between grants and is for people
that won’t qualify for a grant but are in the low-income
bracket. Other cash donations prior to the walk and after
the walk were $694, making the total $3,960.

Donations are still being accepted and are needed for
the Walk for Warmth event. Donations can be mailed
(with Walk for Warmth written on subject line) to Capi-
tal Area Community Services, 1845 Corunna Ave.,
Owosso or by calling (989) 723-1115.
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Alexis Gilbert is Memorial

Healthcare’s February
Employee of the Month

Memorial Healthcare is
pleased to announce Alex-
is Gilbert, a receptionist |...
at Memorial Healthcare
Gastroenterology for be-
ing selected as our Feb-
ruary Employee of the
Month. Alexis has been
employed at Memorial
Healthcare since Novem-
ber 2021.

According to her nomi-
nation, “Alexis works
tirelessly as an integral part of her team. She consistently
exhibits dedication and commitment to the patients and em-
ployees of Memorial. Alexis always goes the extra mile to
understand what patients need and works to resolve them
even if it means taking time from her break or lunch. Alexis
takes on extra work and is seen as a go to for all things re-
lated to reception. She has been described by her coworkers
as having a “get it done” and “do it well” attitude. Alexis
frequently excels at the additional responsibilities she takes
on and offers suggestions to make processes more efficient.
Alexis is a great example for her team!”

Alexis lives in Owosso and has three fur babies, Nike,
Hank and Max. Her hobbies include doing nails and sit-
ting outside. An interesting fact about Alexis is that she
has broken almost every one of her fingers. Alexis’ goal
or dream is to be selected as Employee of the Year. She
would like to be remembered as a good person who is hap-
py. On being honored as Memorial Healthcare’s Employee
of the Month, Alexis is quoted as saying, “Thank you to
my office co-workers for making every day enjoyable!”

SHIAWASSEE CoUNCIL 4-H CouNcIL
HostiNnG YoutrH OPEN HOUSE

All 4-H youth and families are invited to come and explore
all that 4-H has to offer on Saturday, March 2 at DeVries
Nature Conservancy, 2635 N. M-52, Owosso. Open house
will be from 5 to 8 p.m. and the awards presentation at 6
p-m. The event will include informational tables about 4-H
and door prizes. To RSVP, email stechch@msu.edu or call

Introducing Durand’s New Police Chief:
Robert “Butch” Brancheau

The Greater Durand Area Chamber of Commerce is thrilled to announce a special meet
and greet reception to introduce Durand’s new police chief, Robert “Butch” Brancheau.
Chief Brancheau officially assumed his duties earlier this month and brings a wealth of
experience and dedication to the community.

The reception will take place on Thursday, Feb. 29 at Dabble Enrichment Center, 215 N.
Saginaw, Durand from 4:30 to 6 p.m. This event provides an excellent opportunity for the
community members to welcome Chief Brancheau and get to know him better.

Chief Brancheau was sworn in during the City Council meeting held on Monday, Jan. 22,
marking the beginning of his tenure in this vital role. His commitment to serving Durand is
not new; he previously served as an officer in 1992, showcasing his longstanding dedication
to law enforcement in the area.

Prior to his appointment as police chief, Chief Brancheau served with distinction as a
Sheriff’s deputy in Shiawassee County for 17 years, eventually rising to the position of
undersheriff. His comprehensive understanding of law enforcement operations and com-
munity dynamics positions him as a valuable asset to Durand.

Furthermore, Chief Brancheau’s experience extends beyond traditional law enforcement
roles. He also served as Chief of the Great Lakes Central Railroad, demonstrating his ver-
satility and leadership capabilities across various sectors.

The Greater Durand Area Chamber of Commerce invites all residents, business owners and
community stakeholders to join us in extending a warm welcome to Chief Robert “Butch”
Brancheau. Let us come together to support and collaborate with Chief Brancheau as he
leads our police force towards a safer and more vibrant Durand.

For more information about the meet and greet reception or to RSVP, please contact the
Greater Durand Area Chamber of Commerce at (989) 288-3715.

Personal Injury Accident

On Thursday, Feb. 22 at approximately 10:55 p.m., Saginaw County Deputies responded
to a personal injury crash in the 1200 block of Flint St. in the village of St Charles.

The vehicle was headed north on Flint St., near Hanchett. It appears the vehicle went
off the road and struck a tree on the west side of the road.
The driver, a 24-year-old female from Chesaning, sustained
head injuries and a broken left femur. The driver and three
children in the vehicle were transported to Hurley Medical
Center. The children were a boy, five years old and two girls,
ages three years and one year old. The children appeared to
have nonlife-threatening injuries. The cause of the crash is
still under investigation.
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SHOWN DURING the candidate forum held by Stand Up Shiawassee and the lo-
cal chapter of Stand Up of Michigan, from left to right: Doug Corwin, Judge Matthew
Stewart, Matt McCone, Robert Hinojosa, Shelly Ochodnicky, Tom Emory, Josh Haley,
Greg Brodeur and Brent Singer.
(Courtesy Photo)

Stand Up Shiawassee Holds
Candidate Forum

Stand Up Shiawassee, the local chapter of Stand Up of Michigan, in partnership with
the local Shiawassee County Republican Party on Tuesday, Feb. 20, held the first of
several of its candidate forums. The featured speaker was Judge Matthew Stewart who
discussed the judicial branch of government at the local level. After Judge Stewart, local
candidates running for election and re-election for several county-wide positions were
present to present at the meeting to discuss their views.

Shelly Ochodnicky, Stand Up Shiawassee Co-Chair, stated, “I am very excited with
the strong turnout of candidates and the public. The 2024 election is highly curial not
just at the national level, but also at the local level. If we want to preserve our land from
becoming rolling solar farms and keep conservative values in our community, we must
be involved in our local elections.”

Tammy A. Mika, DDS
WiLLiam P. HoraL, DDS

P E R R Y RicHARD HALLIDAY, DDS
-

DENTAL

517-625-4163

114 N. Main St. 517-625-5049 fax

P.O. BOX 619
Perry, Ml 48872

perrydentalsmile@gmail.com
www.perrydental.org
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Former Local Releases New Book

Peabody and Emmy Award winning journalist Jane Marie ex-
pands on her popular podcast The Dream to expose the scourge
of multilevel marketing schemes and how they have profited off
the evisceration of the American working class. Jane Marie lives
in Los Angeles, CA now but is originally from the Owosso/Co-
runna area.

We’ve all heard of Amway, Mary Kay, Tupperware and Lu- [
LaRoe, but few know the nefarious way they and countless other [%@
multilevel marketing (MLM) companies prey on desperate Amer-
icans struggling to make ends meet.

When factories close, stalwart industries shutter, and blue-collar
opportunities evaporate, MLMs are there, ready to pounce on the
crumbling American Dream. MLMs thrive in rural areas and on
military bases, targeting women with promises of being their own boss and millions of
dollars in easy income—even at the risk of their entire life savings. But the vast major-
ity —99.7% —of those who join an MLM make no money or lose money, and wind up
stuck with inventory they can’t sell to recoup their losses.

Featuring in-depth reporting and intimate research, Selling the Dream reveals how these
companies —often owned by political and corporate elites, such as the Devos and the Van
Andels families—have made a windfall in profit off of the desperation of the American
working class.

Letter to the Editor

Independent Editor,
Become a Farmers’ Market Vendor!

Have you ever wanted to sell at a Farmers’ Market? Now is a great time to decide. Ven-
dor applications open in February and March for the summer season.

First, decide what to sell, baked goods, fresh vegetables, crafts, woodworking, etc. Next,
research the Michigan.gov webpage. Search for the terms Cottage Food Laws and Sales
Tax. These explain proper food labelling, license requirements and which items require
sales tax.

Next, find a Farmers” Market. Most markets have a Facebook page and/or website.
Once you decide which market(s) you want to join, fill out the vendor application. The
vendor application explains the rules of the market and the costs involved. If you cannot
find the application online, call or email the market manager for a copy. Fill out all the
information requested including a list of the items you intend to sell and dates you wish
to attend the market. Then, wait for your application to be approved. The market manager
or representative will contact you when your application is accepted and the market dates
approved.

Finally, it’s time for your first market day. Arrive 30 minutes to an hour before start of
the market to set up. The market manager will let you know where your space is located
and where to park your vehicle. You must stay for the full time the market is open, so
bring lots of product to sell. You will need a canopy tent (10 ft. x 10 ft.) if the market is
outside. Bring folding tables and clean linens to lay your product out for customers to see.
Also, bring a chair and snacks for comfort. And don’t forget small bills to make change
for your customers. If you plan to accept credit cards, you will need to create a merchant
account in advance through your bank or service like square.com.

Once the market opens, greet customers as they walk by your vendor space. Remember
to smile and be ready to answer customer questions about your products. Customers may
ask if you made the items yourself, what ingredients were used and where you are from.
Here’s a listing of Farmers’ Markets in Shiawassee County.

Corunna VFW Farmers’ Market — (989) 743-5015
Durand Farmers’ Market — (989) 288-3561

Laingsburg Farmer’s Market — (517) 295-8128

Original Owosso Farm Market — (517) 256-6425
(Downtown) Owosso Farmers’ Market — (989) 413-3728
Colleen Stowell, Bancroft
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BYRON LiBRARY TO HOST

NATIVE AMERICAN BRACELET
CRAFT WORKSHOP

The Byron Branch of the Community District Library
will host a Native American bracelet craft workshop on
Thursday, March 7 at 5 p.m.

Reg Pettibone, a member of the Ho-Chunk Nation, will
share with those attending about deer and the cultural
significance to the Native American way of life. Par-
ticipants will use genuine deer hide and glass beads to
create bracelets. Fun cultural facts will also be shared.

The event is appropriate for elementary age through
teens. Due to seating limits, pre-registration is re-
quired. Registration can be done online at www.mycdl.
org/events or by calling the library at (810) 266-4620.
The branch is located inside the Byron High School at
312 W. Maple St.

The event is in conjunction with One Book Shiawas-
see, a countywide community read program featuring
the novel, Firekeeper’s Daughter, by Angeline Boulley.

More information about One Book Shiawassee and
the upcoming author visit on Saturday, April 13 can be
found at any library in the county or by visiting www.
mycdl.org
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Death Notices

The following was updated
Thursday, Feb. 29.

Steven E. Shelley, 70,
of Perry, passed away
Wednesday, Feb. 21. A cel-
ebration of life will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Derek J. Barrows, 34,
passed away Wednesday,
Feb. 21.

April J. (Barber) Barnett,
68, of Morrice, passed
away Thursday, Feb. 22. A
Celebration of Life will be
announced at a later date.

Barbara J. Mitton, 89,
of Durand, passed away
Thursday, Feb. 22. A me-
morial will be held 2 to
4 p.m., Saturday, March 2
at Watkins Brothers Funer-
al Home Durand.

Quality Care for
Mid-Michigan
Seniors

521 E. First St., Perry

517-625-5650
Extension #3

8- Barrier
(5\ Free

e Safe & Secure Home-like Environment
* Memory Care ® Spacious Private & Semi-Private Living
* 24 Hour Personalized Care ¢ Affordable Rates

www.olivebranchassistedliving.com

you might not know we have life, home,
auto and business insurance. now you do.

simple human sense

Oakes-Fisher

Insurance
Owosso ® 989-723-3011

www.oakesfisher.com

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME + CAR + BUSINESS

Angel N. Brown, infant
baby girl, of Owosso,
passed away  Friday,
Feb. 23. Services were held
Tuesday, Feb. 27.

Haydn J. Johnson, 27, of
Owosso, passed away Sat-
urday, Feb. 24. A celebra-
tion of life was held Thurs-
day, Feb. 29.

Yvonne R. Rees, 69, of
Owosso, passed away Sun-
day, Feb. 25. There will be
no services at this time.

Jennifer “Jennie” E. Walk-
er, 80, of Morrice, passed
away Sunday, Feb. 25.
Services were held Friday,
March 1.

Beatrice A. McCarrick, 66,
of Owosso, passed away
Sunday, Feb. 25. A scrip-
ture service will be held at
5 p.m., Saturday, March 2
at Nelson House Funeral
Home.

N. Virginia Gastin, 79,
of Owosso, passed away
Monday, Feb. 26. Arrange-
ments will be announced at
a later date.

Christine R. Romanczuk,
62, of Perry, passed away
Tuesday, Feb. 27. A Cele-
bration of Life will be held
at 1 p.m., Sunday, March 3
at the Maple Rapids Com-
munity Center, Maple Rap-
ids.

Blanche A. Cesal, 100,
of Owosso, passed away
Tuesday, Feb. 27. A Mass
of Christian burial will be
held at 10:30 a.m., Satur-
day, March 2 at St. Joseph
Catholic Church.

BANCROFT

TABERNACLE OF HOPE CHURCH
6285 Bancroft Rd., Bancroft
989-634-9024
Sunday Service 10:30am
Wednesday Prayer 6:30pm
Pastor Glen Olson

BYRON

ANTRIM BAPTIST CHURCH
4509 E. Lovejoy Rd., Byron
517-223-3126 + antrimbaptist.com
Sunday School 10am
Sunday Worship 11am & 6pm
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 7pm
Regular services by phone.
Call 517-518-1100

CORUNNA

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF CORUNNA
1120 Legion Rd., Corunna
989-743-5400
fbcorunna.com
Co-Pastors: Tony Moore
and Tim Duffield
Sunday Worship 10:15am
Wednesday Bible Study 6pm

JUDDVILLE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
3907 N. Durand Rd., Corunna
810-638-7498
10am Worship
Sunday School is during Worship
Rev. Russell Logston

DURAND

RISEN LIFE CHURCH

520 Kent St., Durand
989-932-6126
989-413-9566

Sunday Service 11am

Live Stream Facebook

risenlifedurand@gmail.com
Clothes Closet open Thurs. & Sat.
10am-2pm

MORRICE

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
509 Main St., Morrice
517-625-4260
stmarymorrice.org
Monday Mass: M, Tu, F 8:30am
Evening Mass: Wednesday 6:30pm
Saturday Mass: 4:30pm
Sunday Masses: 8am & 10:30am

AD SPACES AVAILABLE
7 Lines for *9°°/wk
Call 989-723-1118 To Place

Your Worship Services.

0wosso

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
120 Goodhue St.
(Fayette Square) Owosso
989-723-2495
Morning Prayer:
Mon-Sat 9am on Facebook
Sun 10am Holy Eucharist at church

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
114 W. Mason St., Owosso
989-723-1670 Pastor Katie Wallen
Sunday Worship 10am
fbcowosso@gmail.com
Home of ‘The Baby Pantry”
Open: 2nd Mon/Month 10a-2pm
4th Mon/Month 3p-7pm

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
The Hub Owosso &
The Hub R.E.C. Center
First Church of God
2100 N. M-52, 989-723-4510
Sunday Fellowship 9:50am
Sunday Service 10:30am
www. TheHubOwosso.com
Explore-Connect-Grow-Multiply
Matthew 28:18-20

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, UcC
An Open and Affirming Church
327 N. Washington St., Owosso
989-723-3010
firstcongregationalchurchowosso.com
Sunday Worship 10:30am

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
201 Michigan Ave., Owosso
989-723-1000
Sunday Service 11am
Virtual Service-
Facebook, Radio (92.5 FM)
Website: GraceOwosso.0rg

GRACEPOINTE
WESLEYAN CHURCH
1687 N. M-52, Owosso

989-723-5247
Sunday Worship 10am

Virtual Worship on Facebook,
YouTube and website:
www.gracepointe-mi.org

NEW CREATION CHURCH
1800 Corunna Ave., Owosso
989-723-8118 « www.ncconline.com
Services Sunday 9am
Wednesday 7pm
Helping people find and
follow Jesus Christ

0WO0SSO0 ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1150 N. Shiawassee St., Owosso
989-725-8219
Sunday School 10am
Sunday Worship 11am

.

O0WO0SSO0 cont’p

OWO0SSO CHURCH OF CHRIST
2005 S. M-52, Owosso
989-723-5407
Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Worship 10:30am, 6pm
Pastor Jeremy Wittwer

OWO0SSO0 FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
1500 N. Water St., Owosso
989-725-2201
firstumc@owossofumc.org
Sunday Worship 10am

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
915 E. Oliver St., Owosso
989-725-5215
Sunday Mass at 9:30am

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
111 N. Howell St., Owosso
989-723-4277
www.stpaulowosso.org
Saturday Mass at 4:30pm
Sunday Masses at 8am & 11am

ST. PHILIP LUTHERAN CHURCH (LCMS)
219 W. Oliver St., Owosso
989-723-6238
Sunday Bible Study 9am
Sunday Worship 10am
Wed. Bible Study 10am
Wed. Worship 11am

PERRY

FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH
12821 Warner Rd., Perry
(517) 675-1567
Sunday Worship 10am
followed by Sunday School
Pastor Coleen Wilsdon
www.wearefaithcommunity
church.weebly.com

PERRY CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
3100 Ellsworth Rd., Perry
(517) 625-3400
Sunday Worship 9am & 11am
(in church building)
Www.perrynazarene.com
Live Streaming of Worship

SHAFTSBURG

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
7040 W. Beard Rd., Shaftsburg
517-675-7510
Sunday Worship 10:30am
Wednesday Bible Study
and Prayer Mtg 6:30pm




Letter to the Editor

Independent Editor,

The Staff at Capital Area Community Services in
Shiawassee County would like to express our thanks
and appreciation to those who was involved in Walk
for Warmth this year. The number of people who took
the time to collect pledges and then walked; the credit
unions and bank that donated their time and support:
Team One Credit Union, Frankenmuth Credit Union,
LAFCU and Horizon Bank, the churches: Redeemer
Lutheran Church, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church who have
supported the Walk over the years and clubs and orga-
nizations who demonstrated unstinting support through
members walking and collecting pledges.

To all of those volunteers that took their time to collect
donations. The Independent Newspaper who provided
wonderful coverage and the great team of volunteers
who willingly gave of their time.

$3, 960 In donations have already been generated with-
in this community thanks to the kindness and caring of
45 walkers who participated in our 34th Walk.

The success of Walk for Warmth, and ultimately, those
assisted by Capital Area Community Services in Shia-
wassee County is contingent upon the support of this
community. Thank you for showing your support this
year. We look forward to seeing you next year!

Rebecca Zelma, Shiawassee Service Center Manager,
Capital Area Community Services and
staff, Brenda and Karen.

\ Call The Independent to
Place Your Ad TODAY!

OONG) 989-723-1118

Shiawassee Arts Center
to Open New Exhibit

The Shiawassee Arts Center opens a new exhibit featuring
artwork by Valerie Allen and Armin Mersmann of Midland,
Pooh Stevenson of Owosso and members of the Shiawassee
Artists’ Guild. The exhibit, which runs Tuesday, March 12
through Sunday, April 28, is sponsored by CLH Insurance
Agency. The public is welcome to attend the ‘Meet the Art-
ists’ reception Sunday, March 17 from 1 to 3 p.m.

Armin Mersmann, born in Remscheid, Germany in 1955
immigrated to the United States in 1962. He grew up in an
artistic environment and was greatly influenced and tutored
by his father, Fritz Mersmann, a successful oil painter. Al-
though Mersmann is mainly known for his intense natural-
istic graphite drawings, he also works in photography; these
works are much more about the idea of exploration than
the drawings, but it’s a wonderful balance. “My interests
have become exceedingly experimental with more attention
placed on the surfaces of the work itself. Discovering and
rediscovering my chosen medium is the everlasting stimu-
lus that keeps me interested and excited. Accidental process
and meticulous planning co-mingle in all my work. Texture,
either real or illusionary, and that one ever-elusive brush-
stroke, the one that says it all; this keeps me searching and
exploring. ”

Valerie Allen is a professional artist living in the Midland.
She received her BFA from University of Cincinnati. She
is a certified working artist for Golden Artist Colors, New
York and co-founder of the podcast, Art Ladders: The Cre-
ative Climb. Allen has exhibited nationally and internation-
ally and has lectured across the Midwest on painting with
acrylics. These lectures are presented to university art de-
partments, guilds and associations. She has juried exhibits
all over Michigan and as a curator has promoted artists of
the Great Lakes Bay Region organizing exhibits at Studio
23, Bay City, including a collaboration with the Saginaw
Basin Land Conservancy titled “Land to River” in 2021.

Please join us for

CHESANING UNION SCHOOLS

In 2022, Allen received the
Great Lakes Bay Regional
All-Area Arts Award for her
role as a visual artist and
community leader. Work-

PRESCHOOL

THURSDAY APRIL 4

» 5:00-6:30 pm
» 5:00 -5:45 pm
* 5:45-6:30 pm

Kindergarten

WWW.CHESANINGSCHOOLS.NET |

& KINDERGARTEN
R&gmvmﬁm

BIG ROCK ELEMENTARY

3 year old Mini-Sampler
4 year old Mini-Garten and GSRP

Required Documents: Two (2) Proofs of Residency
Child's Birth Certificate & Immunization Records
Complete the paperwork ahead of time - pick up a packet
March 18-22 8 am-4 pm at the Big Rock Office

(989) 845-2430

ing as a teaching artist, she
teaches a current online
course titled ‘““Abstraction
Now” and conducts work-
shops through the Midwest.

Pooh Stevenson is a pho-
tographer specializing in
fine art photography, por-
trait work and other natu-
ral light images. “I use
my camera to observe the
world; to see what is of-

2024
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ten unseen, bringing attention to forgotten moments.” She
began taking images as a way to document the farm when
the children were young, keenly aware the fleeting days of
childhood would soon be gone. Through her work she tries
to, in the words of John Updike, “ give the mundane its
beauty due” to communicate visual beauty, chase beautiful
light and make extraordinary the everyday. She is a long
time member of the folk music community in Mid-Michi-
gan and has two grown daughters.

Shiawassee Artists Guild is a group of 15 active members.
Support each other’s lives and artistic endeavors, observe
and record the world around us, be inspired by people,
places and ideas, express emotion, color, texture and space,
learn from others and masters of the past, share ideas, tech-
niques and inspiration. These are things the members of the
Shiawassee Artists’ Guild strive to do in their individual and
joint pursuits of art. The guild is a group of mid-Michigan
artists working in varied art media: painting in oils, acryl-
ics, mixed media, watercolors and pastels, drawing, pen and
amp; ink, photography, printmaking, pottery and ceramic
sculpture, jewelry making and amp; collage — the list goes
on and on...

The Shiawassee Arts Center, celebrating its 52nd anni-
versary in 2024, is located at 206 Curwood Castle Drive in
Owosso and is open to the public free of charge, Monday
through Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., weekends 12 to 3 p.m.
The Arts Center features the artwork of local and statewide
artists in eight galleries including the Frieseke Gallery and a
specialty Gift Shop. SAC is a non-profit organization whose
mission is to encourage participation and appreciation of the
arts. For more information (989) 723.8354 or visit www.
shiawasseearts.org.

GRrouP OFFERED FOR
GRIEVING INDIVIDUALS

A group for those experiencing grief of a loved one will
begin Wednesday, March 6 at the
Owosso First Church of the Nazarene, 1865 S. M-52,
Owosso.

GriefShare is a special seminar and support group for
people who are grieving the loss of someone close. The
group is sponsored by people who understand and have
gone through grieving experiences. Each GriefShare
session includes a video seminar and group discussion.
A GriefShare workbook assists with notetaking, journ-
aling and grief study. The videos feature top experts on
grief recovery with dramatic reenactments about living
with grief and real-life stories of people who have ex-
perienced losses.

GriefShare is a nondenominational group and features
biblical teaching on grief.

The 13-week class meets each Wednesday from 6:30 to
8:15 p.m. at 1865 S. M-52, Owosso. There is no cost

START
YOUR DAY

FAMILY RESTAURANT
— R—

> ICE CREAM PARLOR

OFF RIGHT
AT COUNTRY RANCH!

Monday - Thursday 8am-11am $3.99 Each

1 Pancake with Bacon or Sausage
1 French Toast with Bacon or Sausage
1 Egg with Bacon or Sausage + Toast

COUNTRY RANCH

for the recovery topics. A
/m

sample of topics include

A ; sadness and loneliness,

\ J‘x fear and anxiety, your grief
K/ journey, anger, regrets,
grief and relationships

and hope and resilience.
Workbooks are $15, but
scholarships are available
for these. People are wel-
come to begin attending
the GriefShare group at
any session.

For further information or
for those needing child-
care, please call the church

office at (989) 723-2229.

329 Main St., Morrice

Open Sun-Thurs 8a-8p
Fri 8a-9p, Sat 8a-8p
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Dermatology,ruc

healthy skin for life

Dr. Wegman's practice first opened on February 21st, 1984,
and is still in the same location today! Over the past 40 years,
Dr. Wegman has developed a reputation of providing a high
quality of care for his patients and is dedicated to making sure
each patient recieves the best possible care. He is respected
throughout Michigan for his medical expertise, surgical skills,
thorough approach to skin care, and his efforts to further
prevention and early detection of skin cancer.

In January of this year, Wegman Dermatology welcomed
Meghan K. Muladore, APRN, DNP, NP-C to the practice.
Meghan is practicing both general medical dermatology
and cosmetic services to new and existing patients.

Dr. Wegman has served over 200,000 patients in 40 years!
He will continue to practice (with slightly reduced hours) for
the foreseeable future and is continually learning about the
best ways to provide dermatology care to his patients.

NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS WITH MOST INSURANCES

To schedule an appointment, please call Wegman Dermatology, PLLC at (989) 723-8281.

=

PATRICK A. WEGMAN, M.D. MEGHAN K. MULADORE,
Board Certified APRN, DNP, NP-C
Dermatologist Nurse Practitioner

Medical dermatology exams, diagnostics and
treatment for a wide range of skin conditions

Cosmetic services for anti-aging,
weight loss and wellness

Mitchell Building, 802 West King Street
Suite H, Second Floor
Owosso, M| 48867

Phone (989) 723-8281
Fax (989) 723-6846
WegmanDermatology.com

\.

s

o Your area direct mail specialist
i60 .
medla 989-723-1118

mail « print 1907 W. M-21, Owosso
A division of The Independent Newsgroup OWOSSOindependent.com

Postcards ¢ Letterhead - Invitations
Direct Mail - Notepads * Logos

2 & 3 Part Forms * Business Forms
Brochures * Envelopes

66, Business Cards * Programs

U.S.A.
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THE DURAND Rotary Club recently donated $500 to the Durand Area Loaves and
Fishes food pantry. Rotarian Joyce Zick (left) is shown presenting the check to Loaves
and Fishes volunteer Sue Wright. Wright attended a recent meeting of the Rotary club

and presented information about Loaves and Fishes for club members.

Corunna VFW
Post 4005

& Auxiliary
416 S. Shiawassee St.

Fish Fry Fridays
4-7pm Dine In or Take Out
989-472-6380 or
989-743-5015

Dinners include baked potato or
fries, coleslaw and roll.
Free Dine In drinks: Lemonade,

(Courtesy Photo)

independent

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
are only published under the discretion of the editor.
We reserve the right to edit content for accuracy/clarity.

A max. of 400 WORDS is allowed. Every letter must include the legal
name of the writer, home address and phone number (which will not
be published). Submission will never guarantee publishing. Any person
identified as plagiarizing will be prohibited from ever being published.

Valid identification MUST be supplied and will be kept on file.

MICHIGAN CHAPTER

Owosso Aiport on Saturday, Feb. 24 to celebrate their 90th anniversary.

The Ninetey-Nines promotes advancement of aviation through education, scholar-
ships and mutual support while honoring our unique history and sharing our passion
Established in 1929 by 99 women pilots, the members of The Ninety-Nines, Inc.®,
International Organization of Women Pilots®, are represented in all areas of avia-
tion today.

(Courtesy Photo)

tea, coffee or water

| ROCKPORT’

Corunna Library Hosts One Book Shiawassee

The Corunna Branch of the Community District Library invites the community to a One
Book Shiawassee family event on Tuesday, March 12 at 6 p.m.

Join Daniel Jackson for traditional Native American Drumming. Jackson is a member of
the Anishinaabe-Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe.

There is limited seating, so pre-registration is required. Register online at www.mycdl.
org/events or phone the branch at (989) 743-4800. The library is located at 210 E. Co-
runna Avenue.

Shiawassee County Democratic Party Fundraiser

The Shiawassee County Democratic Party will hold their annual fundraiser dinner,
“Pasta and Politics,” on Friday, April 26 from 5 to 8 p.m. at Comstock Inn of Owosso.
Attendees will hear from a roster of guest speakers, enjoy the buffet provided by Tangle-
wood Restaurant and may bid on unique items at a silent auction. Tickets are now avail-
able online at the website shiawasseedems.org/pastaandpolitics, or may be purchased at
the door.

Cobb Hill coviecnion

Buy 1 Pair of Regular Priced
Shoes, Boots, Slippers or a Purse,

Get a 2nd Regular Priced |
tom for 1]2 PRICE! & CEED

) w8

s —T@

E
is¥
!\\‘.‘

Hurry In For Best Selection!

119 N. Washington St., Owosso

989-725-8450

Mon.-Fri. 9:30-6; Sat. 9:30-5; Sun. Noon-4
www.normhenryshoes.com

New Lothrop Elementary

Kindergarten Round-up

March 19, 2024, 6pm

Kindergarten Round-up Parent Meeting (parents only)

in the NLES Cafeteria
Receive Kindergarten Registration Packet the evening of the
Parent Meeting (School-of-Choice Families: attending this
meeting does not guarantee a spot in Kindergarten)
Questions, Call 810-638-5026 or
email jgross@newlothrop.k12.mi.us

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION

March 15 Preschool (Early Bird) Registration Packet
Drop Off 8-11am
Early bird open to residents of NL or families currently
enrolled in the NL School District.

May 3, 2024
Kindergarten
Round-up

PLEASE NOTE:

Kindergarten
placement is
intended for
students who will
turn 5 years old
before Sept. 1, 2024 March 22 Preschool Open Registration Packet

Drop Off 8-11am. Registration is open for ALL applicants

I § i ¥ i i i § I i ) } / F. !

# s’ﬂ-l [ Lt | [ B2 frng P A SO B B b B
NLES OFFICE 810-638-5026 or email jgmﬂ@newluthmp.kfl.rm.u |
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Preschool Enrollment is
Now Underway

The Shiawassee Great Start Readiness Program would like
to remind families that children who turn four on or before
Sunday, Sept. 1 are eligible for preschool. Great Start’s vi-
sion is that all families have access to safe, high-quality
early learning experiences. Shiawassee County is fortunate
to offer families high-quality options throughout the coun-
ty. The program provides highly qualified teaching staff, a
research-based curriculum, outdoor time, meals and snacks,
uninterrupted free play each day as well as small and large
group teacher-led activities. Having highly qualified teach-
ers in preschool is important as significant research shows
it is the teacher-to-child interactions that make for the most
supportive, nurturing and learning-filled experiences for
kids. All Shiawassee Great Start preschool partners use the
same basic application, which can be accessed at Shiawas-
seePreschool.org. Please visit this site to learn more about
the program and the locations available. Families of all in-
come levels are encouraged to apply.

2024 Kids in

Curwood Country Parade

The 2024 Kids in Curwood Country will start at 7 p.m. on
Friday, June 7. We want to be sure you are part of it. The
theme of this year’s parade is “What Makes Owosso Beau-
tiful.” Show us your ideas of what makes Owosso a great
place to live and go to school. Applications for the parade
must be sent back by Friday, May 10. This year, we are again
requesting current email addresses to allow us to email the
parade information after the lineup is complete to avoid any
additional delays.

We need to be sure to get all the applications in so we can
assign each unit a number for the line-up. We will line-up
again this year on Dewey and Queen Streets. The parade
will start at the corner of Dewey and Oliver Streets and end
at Ball and Williams St.

Due to the continued issues we have had with groups hand-
ing out /throwing candy and giveaways that slow the parade,
and creates gaps that are a safety hazard for other groups as
well as leaving these unwanted items on the street after the
parade. We are requiring that if a group will be handing out
items they need to appoint a member of their organization
to report to the end of the parade to assist with cleaning the
parade route or pay a $25 fee to cover the costs of cleaning
the route.

Prizes will be awarded for Most Creative, Best float, Best
float runner up, Best walking unit and Best Walking runner
up and mailed to the winners following the parade.

We are looking forward to hearing from you by Friday, May
10 so don’t be left out, email your applications to KidsinCur-
woodparade@gmail.com or complete the application found
at the Curwood Festival website. Any applications sent after
the deadline may be rejected by the chairmen.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF DURAND
MARCH 18,2024

COUNTY OF SHIAWASSEE, MICHIGAN
ON THE PURCHASE OF ANEW POLICE CRUISER WITH
ASSISTANCE FROM THE USDA

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS IN THE CITY OF DURAND:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the City Council of the City of Durand,
Michigan, will hold a public hearing on Monday, the 18th day of March
2024, at 6:30 p.m. in the City of Durand municipal offices located at 215
W. Clinton Street, Durand, Michigan. At this time council will hear public
comment on accepting grant money from the USDA for a portion of the cost
of purchasing a new police cruiser for the City of Durand.

The City of Durand is eligible for up to 35% federal assistance for the
purchase of a police cruiser. The remaining 65% would be coming from
the City of Durand.

FURTHER INFORMATION regarding the grant from USDA and
purchase of police cruiser along with a copy of the budget is available for
public inspection in the Clerk’s Office located at 215 W. Clinton Street,
Durand, MI 48429, during regular business hours. Questions concerning
the proposed budget and police cruiser grant may be directed to the City
Office at 989-288-3113.

Mindy McKay, City Clerk

Dollar General Opens New
DG Market in Morrice

Dollar General is excited to announce its new DG Market
at 1160 W. Lansing Rd., Morrice is now open. The new DG
Market store format features an expanded selection of fresh
meats, fruits and vegetables, as well as the same categories,
brands and products customers trust Dollar General to carry.

“We are excited to provide Morrice residents with our new
DG Market format and look forward to welcoming custom-
ers to our new location,” said Matthew Simonsen, Dollar
General’s senior vice president of real estate and store de-
velopment. “At Dollar General, we are committed to serv-
ing our customers with a pleasant shopping experience and
strive to be a good corporate citizen. The new DG Market
format aims to provide the Morrice community with closer
access to fresh and healthier foods and a convenient location
to purchase the items they want and need at everyday low
prices. We hope our customers will enjoy the new store.”

DG stores are proud to provide area residents with an
affordable and convenient store location to purchase house-
hold essentials including food, cleaning supplies, paper
products, over-the-counter medicines, hygiene products,
baby items and more through its mission of serving others.
In addition to the national and private branded products cus-
tomers trust Dollar General to carry, the new Morrice lo-
cation includes the Company’s new stylish, on-trend home
décor and an expanded party preparation selection.

Dollar General plans to create new jobs in the Morrice
community as the store is expected to employ approximate-
ly 10-15 people, depending on the individual needs of the
store. Individuals interested in joining the DG team may
review available positions and apply online at www.dol-
largeneral.com/careers. The Company provides employees
with competitive wages, world-class and award-winning
training and development programs and benefits including
day-one telemedicine eligibility as well as health insurance
coverage options, 401K savings and retirement plans, tu-
ition reimbursement, paid parental leave and adoption as-
sistance to eligible employees.

Furthermore, DG strives to be a good neighbor and is com-
mitted to the communities it proudly calls home, evidenced

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARING

The Shiawassee County Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a public
hearing on March 20, 2024 at 7:00 PM. within the County Board of
Commissioners’ meeting room located on the first floor of the Surbeck
Building, 201 N. Shiawassee Street, in Corunna, MI 48817. The following
have been scheduled:

Application Re #PZBA22-015

Applicant — Ron Jensen

Owners — Ronald A. & Carol J. Jensen

Site Location — 7405 Bingham Rd., Henderson, MI 48841; Tax ID# 002-
11-300-001; Section 11, Rush Township.

Request — Approval of an accessory building, located in the front yard on
a parcel less than five (5) acres in size, which encroaches into the minimum
required 40’ setback from the road right of way.

Ordinance Reference — Section 5.3.1 (b)

Note: The applicant is seeking approval for an unattached pole building
constructed without permits between an existing dwelling and the Bing-
ham Rd. right of way. The structure is setback 55’ from the centerline of
Bingham Rd.

Application Re #PZBA24-004

Applicant — Jonathan Block

Owners — Paul and Chris Bullock

Site Location — 8961 S. Cork Rd., Morrice, MI 48857; Tax ID# 011-31-
400-001-14; Section 31, Shiawassee Township.

Requests — 1) To allow the creation of a parcel which lacks the minimum
200’ of frontage along a public or private road. 2) To allow the creation of a
parcel which exceeds the maximum lot size requirement of 2.5-acres within
the A-2 zoning district.

Ordinance Reference — Section 2.7.2.A and Article 3, Schedule of
Regulations

Note: The applicant wishes to divide approximately 6.0-acres containing
an existing single-family residence from a 56.60-acre parent parcel. The
remainder parcel would have 167 ft. of road frontage.

Other items of business may be handled if deemed necessary. Please con-
tact the Community Development Department located at 201 N. Shiawas-
see St., 3rd Floor, Corunna, MI with any questions about the hearing or to
review application materials. Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8:00 A.M.
—Noon and 1:00 PM. — 5:00 PM.

by unwavering support of literacy and education initiatives
through the Dollar General Literacy Foundation. The addi-
tion of the Morrice store opens the opportunity for schools,
non-profit organizations and libraries within a 15-mile radi-
us of the store to apply for Dollar General Literacy Founda-
tion grants. Since its inception in 1993, the Dollar General
Literacy Foundation has awarded more than $238 million
in grants to nonprofit organizations, helping more than 19.6
million individuals take their first steps toward literacy or
continued education. For more information about the Dollar
General Literacy Foundation and its grant programs, visit
www.dgliteracy.com.

Special Olympics
Basketball Game

Free and fun event! The Shiawassee County Special Olym-
pics basketball team will scrimmage Special Olympic ath-
letes from Genessee ISD on Tuesday, Feb. 27 at Corunna
High School. There will be two games, one at 6 p.m. and the
other at approximately 7:30 p.m. There is no charge and all
are welcome. Call Marie Moreland, School Social Worker
at the SRESD (989) 723-8205 ext. 2518 for more details.
You can also contact Marie regarding upcoming Special
Olympics Spring Sports.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
COUNTY OF SHIAWASSEE, STATE OF MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF THE ADOPTION OF A BROWNFIELD PLAN FOR
THE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE WOODLAND TRAILS AND
WASHINGTON PARK PROPERTIES, PURSUANT TO AND IN
ACCORDANCE WITH ACT 381 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF THE
STATE OF MICHIGAN OF 1996, AS AMENDED

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a Public Hearing shall be held before
the Shiawassee County Board of Commissioners the 13th day of March,
2024, at 5:00 p.m. in the Surbeck Building, 201 North Shiawassee Street,
1st Floor, Corunna, MI 48817, on the adoption of a Brownfield Plan for the
Redevelopment of The Woodland Trails and Washington Park Properties.

The Brownfield Redevelopment Authority shall exercise its powers pursu-
ant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Brownfield Redevelop-
ment Financing Act, being Act 381 of the Public Acts of the State of Mich-
igan of 1996, as amended.

The description of the proposed brownfield property is:

Land situated in the City of Owosso, County of Shiawassee, State of Mich-
igan, described as follows:

Basis of Brownfield

Add
LELIES Eligibility

Parcel ID Number

1493 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-001-00 |Land Bank Owned

1491 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-002-00 |Land Bank Owned

1487 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-003-00 |Land Bank Owned

1485 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-004-00 |Land Bank Owned

1479 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-005-00 |Land Bank Owned

1477 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-006-00 |Land Bank Owned

1473 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-007-00 |Land Bank Owned

1441 PINTAILCT 050-750-000-018-00 |Land Bank Owned

1411 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-030-00 |Land Bank Owned

1430 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-033-00 |Land Bank Owned

1426 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-032-00 |Land Bank Owned

1424 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-031-00 |Land Bank Owned

1406 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-041-00 |Land Bank Owned

1408 N MALLARD CIRCLE  [050-750-000-042-00 |Land Bank Owned

N WASHINGTON STREET  [050-535-000-001-00 |Land Bank Owned

The proposed brownfield plan would allow the developer, and the Shiawassee
County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (the “SCBRA”), the Shiawassee
County Land Bank Authority (the “SCLBA”) and the City of Owosso, or other
party to be reimbursed for eligible costs incurred to prepare the brownfield
property for redevelopment. Eligible costs may include infrastructure im-
provements, site demolition costs, and other costs related to the preparation
and implementation of the Brownfield Plan. The brownfield plan must first be
approved by the Shiawassee County Board of Commissioners.

This description of the property along with any maps and a description
of the Brownfield Plan are available for public inspection at the County
Clerk’s Office.

All aspects of the Brownfield Plan are open for discussion at the public
hearing.




Curwood Festival Seeking
Grand Marshal Nominations

The Curwood Festival is looking for nominations to fill the position of the Grand Mar-
shal (sponsored by Schluckebier Hood Wealth Management Group of Stifel) for this
years’ festival. It has been quite a year, and in the spirit of celebrating our hometown
heroes, we are looking for your nominations of whom you believe did an outstanding
job in our community. It will be our great pleasure to accept nominations of people
who went out of their way to provide a service to our community during 2023-2024. If
you believe you know someone who deserves this recognition, please submit a letter
to the Curwood Festival Board writing about your nomination and why you feel they
deserve this recognition. Please limit this letter to one page or less.

Nominations can be mailed to: Grand Marshal Nomination, 212 S. Washington St.,
Owosso, MI 48867. Or email your nominations to office@curwoodfestival.com with
the subject line: Grand Marshal Nomination.

Please include the name and contact information of your nomination AND the con-
tact information of the person making the nomination.

The submission deadline
is Friday, March 22.

CK Law Group

Representing individuals and families with respect
during times of crisis.

¢ Auto Accidents

e Truck Accidents

* Motorcycle Accidents
* Medical Malpractice

Please call (248) 552-8900

for an immediate consultation.

* Cerebral Palsy/Birth Injury
* Nursing Home Neglect

* Wrongful Death

* Defective Premises

Gas Tank Renu
Gas Tanks

epaired
eplaced

™

econditioned

—
e
—
o

Avuro, Truck, Farm, R.V.

7415 Grove St., Swartz Creek
(2 blocks S. of Miller off Morrish)

800-571-8840

HERITAGE

MONUMENTS

ctir l| YOur Aut

EXPERIENCE
MATTERS.

Call John Wilkins today
(939}725 3131 iwilkin@fbinsmi.cor

A & Company
Farm | Lake Estate”

E FARM BUREAU ~Vv5
INSURANCE®
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www.heritagemonumentsofmi.com

Standard & Custom Memorial Styles Plus Cremation
Choices and Benches.

Conunemoraliniyg lves well-lived.

“The Workshop,” presented by Eventz 4 Change, Inc. held their Grand Opening on
Tuesday, Feb. 27 at 821 W. Main St., Owosso.

This is a wide range workshop of opportunities such as creative classes to a future com-
mercial kitchen rental. Please join us for a celebration towards our Grand Opening of
“The Workshop” presented by Eventz 4 Change. This workshop will sponsor and be a
community space for local entrepreneurs. Food will be provided and homemade drinks
as well as gift bags for the first few people that attend.

For more information on the event or our mission, please check out our website at
eventzdchangeorg. Owners Curtis and Paulette Darling are shown here with Chamber
Ambassadors.

(Courtesy Photo)
PERRY FFA TheNIndependent
Toy & Craft Show WGP
AT PERRY HIGH SCHOOL

Saturday, March 23
8:30am-2pm

2555 W. Britton Rd., Perry

For more information
call 517-625-0030.

T & S Sarellte
HDTYV Solutions ./'R

« Expert Service =S
« Reasonable Prices EIWORK

-- TV ANTENNAS --
989-723-1138

Steve Hann ¢ Locally Owned & Operated for 34 years

CLASSIFIEDS

Call
989-723-1118

1907 W. M-21, Owosso

511 E. Broad St.
Chesaning
89)323-2323

Ask about our hardwood flooring & trim.

Bark e Chips
Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Sat. 8-12
6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.
maplerapidslumber.com

989-682-4225

Evening

989-330-1994

Maple Rapids
Lumber Mill
BUYERS

OF STANDING
TIMBER

Serving
wassee
County

Tri-County .

Emergency Well Service
Free Estimates
Pressure Tank Service
Pump Service
Chlorinating waterhelpnow.com

989-743-5626
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DURAND RAILROAD DAYS ANNUAL
RiB BURN AND KIDS QUE

Entries are being accepted for the annual Rib Burn and Kids Que barbeque contests
which will be held on Saturday, May 18, during Durand Railroad Days. Sponsored
by Graff Chevrolet of Durand, the Mid-Michigan Chevy Dealers and Durand Meat
Processing.

Rib Burn entry forms can be found on the website www.durandrailroaddays.com.
This contest will help you show off your skills for making tasty ribs compared to
that of other contestants. The application form, along with the $50 entry fee, must be
received by Thursday, May 16, so allow plenty of time for mail delivery. Rib Burn
contestants will be located in the parking lot behind the businesses located on the west
side of Saginaw St. between Main and Clinton Streets in downtown Durand. Check
in and meat inspection is at 9 a.m. (meat must be in original, unopened packaging)
with all contestants meeting at 9:30 a.m. in the Graff Chevrolet of Durand Event Tent
for a mandatory cooks meeting. Turn in time is 4:30 p.m. Contestants must provide
their own ribs, heat source and all items necessary for their burn (turn in boxes will be
provided). Plan to present at least six bones. No garnish is allowed and no food can be
sold to the public. Entries will be judged on presentation, tenderness, flavor, etc. Mon-
etary prizes and plaques will be awarded afterwards up to fifth place. This year’s burn
is a qualifier for the 2024 Great Lakes BBQ Association Competitors Series Team of
the Year for rib burns in Michigan.

Kids Que entry forms can also be found on the website www.durandrailroaddays.
com. The contest is for children ages eight to twelve years of age. The application,
along with the $10 entry fee, must be received by Friday, May 17, so allow plenty of
time for mail delivery.

Smokey Joe grills, as well as charcoal, ground chuck (provided by Durand Meat
Processing) and turn in platters will be provided. Contestants must bring their own
seasonings, pre-prepared condiments (such as onion, pickles, etc. as no knives will
be allowed), buns (if desired) and cooking utensils. The contestants will prepare
three burgers and submit the best two for judging. Contestants will meet in the Graff
Chevrolet of Durand Event Tent at 3 p.m. for check in with a mandatory meeting at
3:30 p.m. (an adult must be present). No one is allowed to touch the hamburgers
except the contestant. Grills can be lighted starting at 4 p.m. and turn in time for
the burgers will be at 5 p.m. Judges will score on presentation, tenderness, flavor,
etc. Monetary prizes and plaques will be awarded afterwards up to fourth place.

For more information or if you have any questions, call (989) 288-4080.

L Our advertisers bring this issue of The Independent to you! w
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ARE YOU TIRED of Sticky,
Smelly pop bottles
and cans?

Call us! 989-721-9161

060

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertising in this
newspaper is subject to
the Federal Fair Housing
Act of 1968 which makes
it illegal to advertise
preference, limitation, or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion or
national origin, or an
intention to make any
such preference, limitation
or discrimination. This
newspaper will not
knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

Legal Notices

065

Miscellaneous

AUCTION

200+ Gun online auction
ending 3/5/24. Nice sport-
ing goods auction com-
ing soon + multiple
1-owner auctions. Ship-
ping available. To bid
Johnpeckauctions.com.
Offices in Charlotte &
Gladwin. Selling? Call John
Peck 989-345-4866.
Unique collections from

MAXIMUM

ROOFING

Tear-offs * Re-roofs * Free Estimates

989-845-3373

blapkmore-rowe
insurance

989-288-2654 j
303 E. Monroe Rd.

DURAND

Stephanie Cleveland

Yvonne Ryan

blackmorerowedurand.com

—SEPTIC TANK SERVICE—

& PORTABLE RESTROOMS

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

PORTABLE RESTROOM
RENTALS

DRAIN CLEANING

LICENSED & INSURED

CHESANING, Ml

9898456280

John Gall estate. Online
auction of beer signs,
NASCAR items, mirrors,
die cast cars, banks,
much more! Bidding
from March 7-19.
Bid.SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com
to view catalogue, other
auctions.
1-800-835-0495.

BUSINESS SERVICES

METAL ROOFING regular
and shingle style, HALF
OFF SPECIAL COLORS!
Lifetime asphalt shingles.
Steel and vinyl siding. Hail
damage. FEMA claims.
Licensed and insured
builders. Pole Buildings.
Quality work for 40 years!
AMISH CREW.
517-575-3695.

MATTRESSES

Adjustable Bed Brand New
with mattress. Made is
U.S.A., in plastic, with
warranty. Retail cost
$3,995.00, sacrifice for
$875.00. Call for showing
or delivery:
DanDanTheMattressMan.com
989-832-1866

MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS

USERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00! 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-835-7273
Hablamos Espano

MISCELLANEOUS

AMISH BUILT storage
sheds and mini cabins
delivered to your site
anywhere in Michigan!
Starting at $2,500.00
mynextbarn.com
989-832-1866

POLE BUILDINGS

BUILT RITE POLE BUILD-
INGS State-wide. Prices
starting at - 24x40x10 -
$18,300.00. 30x40x10
-$20,400.00. Erected on
your site. Call for

price not shown on any
size building or go to
builtritepolebuildingsmi.com.
Or call 989-259-2015 or
989-600-1010.

110

LENON ELECTRIC & SON
989-640-5169.
Residential, Commercial,
Emergency Calls.
24-hour service.
Licensed and Insured.

Building/Home Imp

WE WORK ALL WINTER

_

J!"S(.H'Ec_jiﬂ CEL-FI

CEI.I.( ) ff:“h ma-

Give us a call!

517.646.0439

www.theantennamen.com

antennamen@gmail.com

Serving All of Shiawassee County

*Must Present Coupon*
Expires 3/31/24

Lube, Oil and Filter

*Must Present Coupon* Expires 3/31/24

= ED"’
<AMOCO

k,/

220 N. Saginaw,
DURAND
(989) 288-6200

Standard Service

Family Owned
For Over 74 Years
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SMALL ENGINE REPAIR NOTICE OF PUBLIC CLASSIFIED ADS ARE

All Makes. HEARING effective and easy.
Mowers, Chainsaws, SHIAWASSEE COUNTY $16.50 for the first 14
Weedwackers, BOARD OF words and 20 cents/word

for each additional word.
Call the Independent
Newsgroup to place your
classified ad today!
989-723-1118,
classifieds @ owossoinde-
pendent.com

COMMISSIONERS
TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS IN
SHIAWASSEE COUNTY:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE
that the Board of
Commissioners of
Shiawassee County will

Generators, ect.
35 Years Experience.
989-251-8480
989-445-0599

125 Trees/Stump Service

RLP FORESTRY hold a public hearing on

TREE SERVICE.
Over-20-years-experience.  March 13,2024 at 5pm, TFTrRANSFLEET
Certified journeyman |r] the Board of Interstate Fleet Carriers
climber. Free estimates. C%%Tﬁgﬁ;gﬁigx:gﬁrs’
989-666-3447. NOW HIRING

Street, 1st Floor,
Corunna, Ml 48817,
for discussion on the Kerby
Road Park Grant.

TRUCK DRIVER
Regional, Michigan driving
or CLASS A OTR
CALL 517-675-5847 or

128 Landscaping

CALL NOW TO schedule THIS NOTICE is given by
PROFESSIONAL order of the Board of 517-881-1544
*LAWN CARE Commissioners of Apply online
*Spring Cleanup Shiawassee County, www.transfleet.com
*Hedge Trimming State of Michigan.
*Landscaping
*Gutter Cleaning THE INDEPENDENT
*Mulch *Excavating NEWSPAPERS are
*Super Reasonable, Our Advertisers brought to you by our
989-494-1251 Bring This valued advertisers. Tell
Issue of them thank you and
The Independent that you found them in
to You! the Independent!

[M:}Midwest Bus Corporation is HIRING!

Looking for skilled or entry level candidates for an exciting
career in heavy duty transit bus remanufacturing! We
offer on-the-job training and have open positions in:

Painters
Electrical

Flooring

Competitive wages: $16.28/hr. - $25.00/hr.
Benefits such as:
Medical, Dental, Vision and Life Insurance
10 Paid Holidays a Year
Vacation and Birthday Pay
401 (k) plan with Company Match
Annual Hourly Wage Increases
Opportunities for Advancement after 6 months
$300 Referral Bonus
$100/month Attendance Bonus

Apply today on our website: www.midwestbus.com
or in person at 1940 W. Stewart Street, Owosso

Equal Opportunity Employer
*Pre-employment & random DOT drug testing required*

1998 HARLEY ELECTRA
Glide Classic.
95th Anniversary Edition
#414/1000. 21,564 miles.
New Tires & Battery, Extra
Chrome. 95th Leather
Jackets, Helmets,
Manuals, Extras. Like New.
$6,500. 989-323-1838.

BOLLINGER
BARBELL SET
212 Ibs. Total.
Excellent Condition $150
Chainsaw 1 Ton $100
810-487-0892

GINGER SQUARE
APARTMENTS in Owosso
is now accepting
applications for 2, 3 &

4 bedroom units.

All units equipped with A/C,
kitchen appliances, free

= TOWING and
RECOVERY ..c

24hr. Light & Heavy

Towing utilities, and laundry
* Ditch Recoveries hook-ups in each unit.
* Tire Changes Income based rent.

Stop in to pick up an
application.

1200 Penbrook Dr.
Owosso 989-723-1331
TTY #711
Equal Housing Opportunity

aj

* Motorcycle towing

* Jump Starts
* Vehicle unlocks
* Buy/tow junk cars
* Long distance towing

* Flatbed available
989-743-5768
maxtowmi.com

Check us out on Facebook

PROM AND WEDDING
Dress Alterations:
30 Years Professional
Experience. Best Rates.
(240) 602-7295

CASH FOR JUNKERS
Crashed-running or not!
Up to $1,000!!!
989-666-6365.

THE INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPERS are
brought to you by our
valued advertisers. Tell
them thank you and
that you found them in
the Independent!

durandr

! J

durandmobil’com

-

SLOAN’S

6453 N. Williamston Rd., Perry

DL

I

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

699:1632
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Postcards ¢ Letterhead
Invitations

Notepads ¢ Logos

2 & 3 Part Forms

Business Forms

Brochures * Envelopes
Business Cards * Programs

YOUR AREA DIRECT MAIL SPECIALIST

 specializing in non-profit mailing

I e every door direct mail
e custom list mailing

* mail fulfillment

I a . e addressing

mall * print 1907 W. M-21, Owosso

989-723-1118

owossoindependent.com




