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ON THURSDAY, Feb. 29 a car drove into the front
showroom of Lunghamer Ford of Owosso. The driver had
a medical condition, believed to have caused the accident.
Thankfully, the salesperson that was sitting at his desk
in the showroom got up and moved just before the car
crashed through.

(Courtesy Photos)

Books for Teachers
Nominations Being Accepted

The Owosso Lions announce their second annual Books
for Teachers contest. Community members can nominate a
teacher to receive $50 towards books for their classroom.
The contest is open to public, private and homeschool
teachers in Owosso or Corunna.

The Owosso Lions Club has been dedicated to community
service since they were formed five years ago. Literacy is
important to the Owosso Lions and helping to put books
in the hands of children is one way they give to the com-
munity. “Children having access to books is instrumental in
learning, building vocabulary, writing skills and the ability
to communicate,” stated Club President Jody Sivyer. “Our
Books for Teachers program helps to spread a love of read-
ing while showing appreciation for the hard working teach-
ers in our community.”

Nominations can be emailed to OwossoLions@gmail.com
before Sunday, March 31. Nominations should include the
teacher’s name and school/contact information, the nomina-
tor’s name and contact information and a paragraph describ-
ing why the teacher is being nominated. The winner will be
contacted the week of April 22.

To learn more about the Owosso Lions Club and how you
can get involved, email Owossolions@gmail.com.

Memorial Healthcare Center
for Orthopedics Offers
New Walk-1In Clinic

Memorial Healthcare Center for Orthopedics is thrilled to unveil a new Walk-In Ortho-
pedic Clinic. The newly established clinic is designed to meet the growing demand for
immediate orthopedic care. Patients can now receive prompt attention for acute injuries,
simple fractures, sprains and other orthopedic concerns, eliminating the need for ad-
vance appointments. To ensure accurate and timely diagnosis, the clinic is equipped with
cutting-edge diagnostic tools and staffed by experienced orthopedic professionals, Tarah
Rakoski, PA-C and Mike Smith, PA-C.

Patients will be seen Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Memorial
Healthcare Center for Orthopedics, located in the NOW building, 819 N. Shiawassee St.,
Second Floor, in Owosso.

Ensure a hassle-free visit by obtaining insurance clearance before arriving by contacting
your insurance company. Any insurance co-pays will be due at the time of service and
parental consent for minors is required before treatment.

For all chronic injuries (lasting more than one month) or cases requiring a referral,
please contact our office at (989) 541-BONE (2663) to schedule an appointment.

For more information please visit, www.MemorialHealthcare.org.

Owosso Parkinson Support Group
Meeting

The Owosso Parkinson Support Group is set to meet on Wednesday, March 13 at 5 p.m.
The meeting will be held at the Shiawassee Council on Aging, 300 N. Washington St.,
Owosso. The Owosso Parkinson Support Group meets the second Wednesday of each
month, but not with bad weather.

We will be celebrating our 32nd anniversary and we will also be discussing issues our
members have been dealing with.

If you or a loved one has been diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease, please join us, we
provide information, encouragement, fellowship and support. Please call Karen Prussner,
Facilitator,with any questions at (989) 723-6901.

Prescription and Medication Vaping

Families against Narcotics presents a free event for par-
ents to learn about the misuse of prescription medication

[Lenten FISH FRY\
Feb. 16-March 24
Fish, Shrimp,
Chicken or Fish Sampler

March 18 at 7 p.m. at the

and vaping on Monday,
4 )

Owosso Performing Arts Easter Live Music Jamboree

Center. w: Every 3rd Monday 6-9pm
L T W Burger Night 5-7pm
................. SALE Wednesdays
c%?sntn:()‘(;;w St. Philip Bingo - Thursdays
& Auxiliary Lutheran Church Starts at 10 a.m.
416'S. Shiawassee St. 219 W. Oliver St. | |Eychre - Thursdays
o .- ......... -. ..... OWOSSO 5 pm to ?
Fish Fry Fridays Sat.. March 23
4-7pm Dine In or Take Out 9.;m -2pm Owosso VFW
989-472-6380 or | | oot St er Post 9455
989-743-5015 i 519 S. Chi St
Dinners include baked potato or Water St. door) - Lipman St.
oA Proceeds to oas
ree . s i - -
tea, coffee or water \beneflt the churchj \989 723 8655/

PERRY FFA
Toy & Craft Show
AT PERRY HIGH SCHOOL
Saturday, March 23
: 8:30am-2pm

2555 W. Britton Rd., Perry

For more information
call 517-625-0030.
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Team FridgeBot Knocks it Out
of the Park at Kettering

by Owen McMaster, Team FridgeBot

CORUNNA High

| School’s Team FridgeBot
| can be seen with its

Judges’ Award following
the FIRST In Michigan

Kettering University
Event on Saturday,
March 2.

(Courtesy Photo)

This past weekend, Corunna High School’s competitive robotics team, Team
Fridgebot, competed in a district competition at Kettering University. This event
kicked off six weeks of competitions and was attended by teams from across the
state, including some from the Upper Peninsula. Also in attendance were Shiawas-
see County teams from Owosso (Sentinels-Owosso Legion), Durand (Railroaders),
Laingsburg (Red Thunder Robotics) and Morrice (Cyber Orioles).

At this event, teams experienced head-to-head competition, polished their public
speaking skills and developed qualities of leadership and cooperation by helping
other teams perform their best. Team FridgeBot was presented with an award after
wowing judges by answering in-depth questions about their team structure and ro-

bot design.

Over the event’s two-day period, Team FridgeBot outperformed expectations by
beating older and larger teams during the playoffs. This culminated in the team
coming in second after a hard-fought battle for the district win.

The Corunna robotics team is looking forward to its next competition in Mid-
land, which runs from Thursday, March 21 through Saturday, March 23, and then to
competing at the FIRST Robotics Michigan State Championship at Saginaw Valley
State University from Thursday, April 4 through Saturday, April 6. These events
are free to attend and the team would love to have some supporters in attendance.

FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) is an or-
ganization that prepares young people for the future through a suite of inclusive,
team-based robotics programs for ages four through 18. Corunna High School’s
Team FridgeBot is a team that empowers and prepares high school students for the
future through FIRST robotics. For more information, or to make a donation, visit

FridgeBotFoundation.org.

“Olcl Bay Seafooc Steam Pots”

available for a limited time...

crab legs, shrimp, smoked

sausage, red potatoes,
corn on the cob

and lobster tails

FRIDAY NIGHT Crab Fest
& Fish Fry Dinners

All Dinners include choice of potato, soup, salad or coleslaw and roll
¢ Lake Perch ¢ Crab Legs
e Jumbo Shrimp Dinner
¢ North Atlantic Cod (Baked or Fried)
¢ Southern Style Catfish e Clam Strip Dinner
e Seafood Platter e Crab Cakes
DELIVERY BY DOORDASH

COUNTRY RANCH

329 Main St., Morrice
Open Sun-Thurs 8a-8p
Fri 8a-9p Sat 8a-8p

989-403-5556

Our Advertisers
Bring This
Issue of
The Independent
to You!

we care about your community.
because it’s our community too.

simple human sense

101 N. Saginaw St., Durand 989-288-2678

We are independent agents proudly representing

SHROVE TUESDAYS Club members gathered for a group photo during their yearly
meeting.

(Courtesy Photo)

Shrove Tuesdays Club
Held Yearly Meeting

The 137th meeting of the Shrove Tuesday’s Club was held Tuesday, Feb. 13 at the
Wrought Iron Grill in Owosso.

The club began in 1887 and has met yearly on the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday. Club
members are Catholic women relatives of the original founding members and invited
friends.

This year in attendance: Lisa Stechschulte, Ellen Stechschulte, Linda Stechschulte, Ann
Trierweiler, Megan Stasa, Lois Durling, Anita Hosler, Jeannette Smith, Ellen Kress and
new members Jeanie Honke, Carol Theile, Sue Hittle and Charlotte Hinks.

Lisa Stechschulte led the meeting. We began with prayer. Minutes from last year were
read and approved and a short meeting was held. The Zoom option was discussed and de-
cided against. The luncheon consisted of traditional pancakes, an open menu and dessert.

Letters to the Editor

Independent Editor,

So let me get this straight. Joe Biden is so senile that he won’t be charged for commit-
ting the same crimes that Trump is being charged with, but he is still competent to carry
the nuclear football and run the most powerful nation in the world. Both can’t be true. If
he is too senile to be charged for illegally taking and holding classified documents, then
he is too senile to be President of the United States. If he isn’t senile then he should be
charged with taking top secret classified documents as a U.S. Senator and again as a Vice
President which is unequivocally illegal.

For President Biden to be senile enough not to be charged for what Trump is being
charged with and yet be considered competent enough to remain in and run again for
the office of President simply proves that there is a two-tiered justice system. If Biden is
competent to be President then he should be charged with what former President Trump
is being charged with concerning classified documents.

Richard Ross, Owosso

Independent Editor,

If you are a veteran and if you are considering voting for Donald Trump you should
think again, if Trump is elected he will disparage wounded veterans as being weak as
he did with when he attacked John McCain for getting captured and becoming a POW?

Thomas Ford, Owosso

[Spring Blossoms\
& Bunny Frolics

CRAFTERS’
SHOWCASE
FUNDRAISER
Sunday

March 17
9am-4pm
Vendors, treats, balloon
creations and pictures
available from 9am-3pm

COMSTOCK INN
BANQUET ROOM
300 E. Main St.

Owosso )

Auto-Qwners
INSURAMNMCE
LIFE =« HDME - CTAE - BIFRINESS \
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Steve Brooks Selected
As Owosso Public Schools
Superintendent

Following an extensive inter-
view and board discussion at the
Owosso Public Schools Board of
Education meeting on Thursday,
Feb. 29, the Board of Education
has offered the superintendent po-
sition to Mr. Steve Brooks, pend-
ing contract negotiations with the
Owosso Public Schools Board of
Education.

Mr. Brooks has been the Assis-
tant Superintendent and Curricu-
lum Director at Owosso Public Schools for six years
since January 2018. Prior to that role, his experiences
included serving as the Bryant Elementary Principal
from 2001-2017, Assistant Elementary Principal at
Emerson Elementary from 1997-2001, Central Elemen-
tary Teacher from 1992-1997 and numerous coaching
positions. He holds a Master’s Degree in Educational
Administration K-12 from Central Michigan University
and a Bachelor of Science from the University of Mich-
igan Flint. Mr. Brooks is a graduate of Owosso High
School and resides in Owosso with his family.

Brooks said, “After dedicating 32 years of service to
the Owosso educational community, I am deeply hon-
ored to accept the Owosso Public Schools Superinten-
dency, pending contract negotiations. This role is not
just a job for me; it is the culmination of years of learn-
ing, teaching, coaching, leading and collaborating with
some of the most dedicated and exceptional profession-
als, students, families and community members. I was
born and raised in Owosso and have spent my entire ca-
reer working in this community. I am excited to be the
first Owosso High School alumni hired as the Owosso
Public Schools Superintendent. I look forward to build-
ing on our district’s strengths, addressing our challenges
head-on and fostering an environment where every stu-
dent and team member is valued and succeeds.”

Blood Drive in Corunna

Donate Blood and make a PAWS-ITIVE impact this
spring! Give blood from Friday, March 1 through Sunday,
March 24 for a $10 e-card to a pet supply merchant of your
choice PLUS a chance to win one of five $3,000 gift cards.

The Corunna VFW Post 4005, 416 S. Shiawassee St.,
Corunna, is hosting an American Red Cross Blood Drive
Tuesday, March 12 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Appointments
are recommended.

To schedule your donation, call 1-800-REDCROSS or go
to RedCrossBlood.org.

Streamline your donation experience and save up to
15 minutes by visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to
complete your pre-donation reading and health history
questions on the day of your appointment.

(Courtesy Photo)

WE WORK ALL WINTER
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Serving All of Shiawassee County

CHAMPION MOREL
mushroom hunter
Anthony Williams
will be hosting Morel
Mushroom Picking
Seminars at the Perry
and New Lothrop
branches of the
Community District
Library.

(Courtesy Photo)

Morel Mushroom
Picking Seminars

The New Lothrop and Perry branches of the Commu-
nity District Library will host Morel Mushroom Picking
Seminars with National Morel Hunting Champion An-
thony Williams. Williams was the morel picking cham-
pion five years in a row.

The Perry branch seminar will be held on Monday,
March 18 at 6 p.m. The branch is located at 135 S. Main
St., call (517) 625-3166 for questions.

The New Lothrop branch event will be held on Tues-
day, March 19 at 6 p.m. The branch address is 9471
Genesee St., call (810) 638-7575 for questions.

Due to limited seating pre-registration is required at
both locations.

The Williams Family has been picking morels in
Northern Michigan since the 1890s and Anthony’s
pickin’ advice has been proven to be enlightening for
everyone from novice to the seasoned pro. This seminar
is filled with stories from his 70 years of picking, tips
on where and how to pick, including the finer points
on finding the elusive morel. “Fun will be had by all
and hopefully you will walk away filled with hope and
promise in your future morel hunting capabilities,” says
Williams.

This is a One Book Shiawassee event and ties into
library programs planned in conjunction with the com-
munity read of Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline
Boulley. The author will be at the Lebowsky Center on
Saturday, April 13 at 1 p.m. to talk about her award win-
ning book.

For more information visit www.mycdl.org/one-book-
shiawassee.

ALE OF MUNICIPAL E!
SEALED BIDS

The Village of Vernon is offering for sale by sealed bids 2016 Ford Utility
Police Interceptor.

IPMENT

Body Style Exterior Color Interior Color
4D Sport Utility Black Black

Engine Milage
3.7LV6 6-Speed Auto Transmission 104,114
Known Problems:

* No Seat belt/passenger side rear.
* Check engine light is on.
* Spark Plug and/or timing chain issue.
* Vehicle runs fine at low speed but misses when trying to accelerate.

Vehicle is sold as is. The Village of Vernon is not responsible or liable after
purchase of 2016 Ford Utility Police Interceptor.

The Village of Vernon has a Maintenance Log of Vehicle for view at Vil-
lage Hall.

Bidders may contact Village Hall Tues, Wed, Thurs from 8:30 am - 5:00
pm at (989)288-2300.

The Village of Vernon reserves the right to reject any and all bids.
Sale to the successful bidder will be by Title

Individual bids must be submitted on the Village of Vernon sale bid form,
which can be obtained from the Village of Vernon Clerk Office at 120 E.
Main St. Vernon, MI 48476, not later than 5:00 p.m. Wednesday, March
20,2024. A 10% deposit by cashier’s check or money order payable to the
Village of Vernon must accompany all sealed bids. No personal checks will
be accepted. Deposits will be refunded to unsuccessful bidders. Bids will
be publicly opened and read by the Village Clerk at the March 20, 2024
meeting of the Village Council at 120 E. Main St. Vernon, which begins
at 6:00 p.m.

Memorial Healthcare to
Host Free Lunch and Learn
on “Hernias”

Memorial Healthcare will be host-
ing a FREE community Lunch and
Learn presentation on Wednesday,
March 27 from 12 to 1 p.m. in
Owosso.

The topic of this educational pre-
sentation will be “Hernias” and will
be presented by Dr. Sasha Spencley,
a General Surgeon at Memorial
Healthcare Surgical Associates.

This presentation will be held in the
Memorial Healthcare Auditorium,
located at 826 W. King St., Owos-
so. Please RSVP to Becky Dahlke,
Community Resource Manager at (989) 729-4856 or by
email at RDahlke@memorialhealthcare.org. RSVPs are
due by Friday, March 22.

For more information, please visit, www.Memorial-
Healthcare.org

Dr. Sasha Spencley
(Courtesy Photo)

SHIAWASSEE COUNTY
DEMOCRATIC PARTY MEETING

The Shiawassee County Democratic Party will be host-
ing its regular monthly meeting at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
March 13 at Caledonia Township Hall, 135 N. State Rd,
Owosso. The agenda includes planning for our upcoming
Pasta and Politics fundraiser dinner on Friday, April 26
and planning for summer parades. We will also be hold-
ing our spring food drive to benefit New Lothrop United
Methodist Church’s food pantry, so please bring shelf-sta-
ble food items to donate.

Family Owned & Operated Since 1965
Septic Tank Service

* Portable Restrooms « Commercial/Residential
+ Septic Tank Cleaning * Drain Cleaning

Licensed & Insured

—— Call (989) 845-6280 - Chesaning

[ I =

EXPERIENCE
MATTERS.

Jahn Wilkins todn
(B89) TI5-B181
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Durand Railroad Days

Crowning

The 49th Durand Railroad Days Crowning Ceremony was
held on Friday, March 1 at Durand Union Station with em-
cee Lion Traci Tribley of the Bancroft Lioness Lions Club.
Queen candidates were judged on their application essays,
one-on-one interviews, a speech on “what challenges is the
Durand Community facing currently,” “what role does vol-
unteering have in helping to address these challenges” and

their ability to communicate, personality, poise and over-
all enthusiasm for the community and the Durand Railroad
Days Festival.

Judges for the informal one-on-one interviews held last
month were Kristy Wagner, Blair Pancheck, Karen Warner
and Candyce Wolsfeld. Judges at the crowning ceremony
were Mary Warner-Stone, Deborah Canute, Courtney Jones
and Leslie Dietrich. Scores from three rounds were calcu-
lated to select the Queen and Attendant. The 2024 Durand
Railroad Days Court is comprised of Queen Madison Lanx-
ton, Attendant Malerie Freese, Princess Alara Maynard and
Prince Jayce Chapman.

KINDERGARTEN AND PRESCHOOL
REGISTRATION

DURAND AREA 5C

OO0OLS

,-Callﬁ:day to secure your __s_por!"_

) REGISTER NOW

:,f.

o

April 11th
3 5-7 pm

# 4 April 12th

/' 5 9am-2pm g
&

To Register, Call Bertha Neal

at 989-288-2016

Kindergarten: Eligible if the student will be 5 on or before 9/1/24

4 yr Preschool: Eligible if the student will be 4 on or before 9/1/24

3 yr Preschool: Eligible if the student will be 3 on or before 9/1/24
Priority will be given to 4 year old registrants

Items to Bring to Registration:
Legal Birth Certificate, Immunization Record, Proof of

Residency, Proof of Income (Preschool Only)

 MEXICAN RESTALRANT

1706 W. Main St., Owosso
989-720-8226

Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10pm,
Fri. 117am-11pm;
Sat. 11:30am-10:30pm, Sun. 11:30am-10pm

DINE-IN ONLY
Lunch Special
Combo %5.,99

Two Corn Tacos or Two Enchiladas.
Rice, Beans and One Fountain Drink
MONDAY-SATURDAY ONLY

May not be combined with any special offers or
discounts. Restrictions may apply. No substitutions.

Weekly Drink Specials

Monday $3.99 Sm. House Margarita time only

$4.99 Flavored House Margarita

Tuesday $1.99 Domestic bottled beer
Wednesday $2.99 Short Domestic drafts

$3.99 Tall Domestic drafts

Thursday *3.99 Short Imported drafts
$4.99 Tall Imported drafts

Friday %9.99 Monster House Margarita Lime only
Saturday *6.99 Jumbo House Margarita time only
Sunday $2.25 Imported bottled beer

$4.75 Homemade Sangria
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Madison Lanxton is the daughter of Troy Lanxton of Bur-
ton and Katy Kirby of Gaines. She is 15 years old and a
Sophomore at Durand Area High School. She has two sib-
lings, Tyler and Audrey.

She also has two pugs named Lola and Phoebe that she en-
joys taking care of. Madison is involved in many activities
such as Student Government, FFA, Art Club, Spanish Club,
Competitive Dance and NSHSS. She has received numer-
ous awards including Greenhand Degree, Chapter Degree,
Outstanding Greenhand Scholarship, honor roll, as well as
placing 3rd in her category at various FFA competitions.
She is Treasurer of Student Government and President of
the Art Club. Madison enjoys volunteering by cleaning at
Kathy’s School of Dance, tutoring students and helping at
her mom’s salon cleaning - restocking shelves, greeting
customers and scheduling appointments. In her spare time,
Madison’s hobbies include fishing, babysitting and dog sit-
ting. Madison is currently working for Kathy’s School of

Continued on Page 15

DURAND RAILROAD Days held their 49th crown-
ing ceremony on Friday, March 1. Winners are, back
row, from left: Queen Madison Lanxton and Attendant
Malerie Freese; front row: Princess Alara Maynard and
Prince Jayce Chapman.

(Courtesy Photo)

Come In For A Real

Taste of Mexico!

MEXICAN DESSERTS
-Fried Ice Cream -Horchata -Many More

Purchase One \\

Dinner Get 1 Dinner

1/2 Off!

Save up to $5

(Not valid with any other offers, one coupon per party)
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Death Notices

The following was updated
Thursday, March 7.

Norwood “Kyle” Austin,
77, of Laingsburg, passed
away Wednesday, Feb. 28.
Services were Monday,
March 4.

Mikenna Damman, 24,
of Owosso, passed away
Wednesday, Feb. 28. Ar-
rangements will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Darlene Leddy, 60, of Che-
saning, passed away Thurs-
day, Feb. 29. A memorial
service was held Wednes-
day, March 6.

Joan Spindler, 93, of
Owosso, passed away Fri-
day, March 1. Services will
be held 11 a.m., Saturday,
March 9 at First Congrega-
tional Church.

Georgia M. Cole, 79, of
Perry, passed away Friday,
March 1. A Mass of Chris-
tian burial will be 11 a.m.,
Saturday, March 9 at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church,
Morrice.

Elizabeth A. (Fronrath)
Williams, 98, of Owosso,
formerly of Durand and
Bancroft, passed away Sat-
urday, March 2. A private
family service will take
place.

Ryan Swanson, 48, of
Owosso, passed away Sat-
urday, March 2. Arrange-
ments will be announced at
a later date.

Travis B. Farris, 89, of
Perry, passed away Satur-
day, March 2. Services will
be held 11 a.m., Monday,
March 11 at Perry Naza-
rene Church.

Wanda Wallace, 70, of
Owosso, passed away Sun-
day, March 3. A memorial
service will be held 1 p.m.,
Saturday, March 16 at Nel-
son-House Funeral Home.

Jack Smith Jr., 87, of
Owosso, passed away Sun-
day, March 3. Arrange-
ments will be announced at
a later date.

Richard J. Varco, 67, of
Owosso, passed away
Monday, March 4. A me-
morial service will be held
2 p.m., Saturday, March 9
at Watkins Brothers Funer-
al Home, Owosso.

Betty Martineau, 99, of
Corunna, passed away
Tuesday, March 5. A Cele-
bration of Life will be held
2 p.m., Saturday, March 16
at Life in Christ Church.

Rachel M. Clayson-Cotes,
61, of Byron, passed away
Tuesday, March 5. A Cel-
ebration of Life will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Shiawassee Community
Foundation Boosts
Community Cares Fund

The Shiawassee Community Foundation is proud to
announce a generous donation of $3,000 from Hori-
zon Bank to support its Unrestricted-Community Cares
Fund. This contribution underscores Horizon Bank’s
steadfast commitment to the local communities it serves
and reflects the Foundation’s mission of enriching lives
in the Shiawassee County region through strong com-
munity relationships and responsible stewardship of
funds. Horizon Bank is pleased to have a presence in
several vibrant communities within Shiawassee County
and our continued partnership with ShiaCF provides a

generous donation and commitment to our community,”
Renwick remarked. “This contribution will enable us to
make a greater difference in addressing pressing needs
within our community. It exemplifies the spirit of col-
laboration and generosity that is vital for enhancing the
well-being of Shiawassee County residents.”

The Shiawassee Community Foundation encourages
residents and businesses to learn more about its initia-
tives and how they can contribute to the betterment of
the community by visiting shiacf.org.

For further inquiries, please contact: Amanda Bruner,
Program Manager, Shiawassee Community Foundation
at amanda@shiacf.org or (989) 725-1093.

For more information about the Shiawassee Commu-
nity Foundation and its initiatives, please visit www.
shiacf.org.

well-established ~ means
to support a wide range
of community initiatives.
As a community bank,
supporting local missions
is at the core of Horizon
Bank’s beliefs.

The donation from Hori-
zon Bank will bolster the
Foundation’s capacity to
address emerging needs
in the community through
additional grants. Kim
Renwick, Executive Di-
rector of the Shiawassee
Community Foundation,
expressed gratitude for the
contribution,  highlight-
ing its significant impact
on improving the quality
of life in the community.
Renwick emphasized the
importance of such com-
mitments from residents
and local businesses in
driving positive change.
“We are immensely grate-
ful for Horizon Bank’s

LW
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Celebrate Easter

Advertise Your Easter Worship
Schedule With The
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& March 24 Editions"’ﬁ

Call Teresa 989-723-1118

by March 13 or email teresa.independent@yahoo.fom shomes!

*60

Countywide :
to over 21,000

BANGROFT
TABERNACLE OF HOPE CHURCH
6285 Bancroft Rd., Bancroft
989-634-9024
Sunday Service 10:30am
Wednesday Prayer 6:30pm
Pastor Glen Olson

BYRON

ANTRIM BAPTIST CHURCH
4509 E. Lovejoy Rd., Byron
517-223-3126 + antrimbaptist.com
Sunday School 10am
Sunday Worship 11am & 6pm
Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 7pm
Regular services by phone.
Call 517-518-1100

CORUNNA

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF CORUNNA
1120 Legion Rd., Corunna
989-743-5400
fbcorunna.com
Co-Pastors: Tony Moore
and Tim Duffield
Sunday Worship 10:15am
Wednesday Bible Study 6pm

JUDDVILLE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
3907 N. Durand Rd., Corunna
810-638-7498
10am Worship
Sunday School is during Worship
Rev. Russell Logston

DURAND

RISEN LIFE CHURCH

520 Kent St., Durand
989-932-6126
989-413-9566

Sunday Service 11am

Live Stream Facebook

risenlifedurand@gmail.com
Clothes Closet open Thurs. & Sat.
10am-2pm

MORRICE

ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH
509 Main St., Morrice
517-625-4260
stmarymorrice.org
Monday Mass: M, Tu, F 8:30am
Evening Mass: Wednesday 6:30pm
Saturday Mass: 4:30pm
Sunday Masses: 8am & 10:30am

AD SPACES AVAILABLE
7 Lines for *9°°/wk
Call 989-723-1118 To Place

Your Worship Services.

0W0SSo

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH
120 Goodhue St.
(Fayette Square) Owosso
989-723-2495
Morning Prayer:
Mon-Sat 9am on Facebook
Sun 10am Holy Eucharist at church

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
114 W. Mason St., Owosso
989-723-1670 Pastor Katie Wallen
Sunday Worship 10am
fbcowosso@gmail.com
Home of ‘The Baby Pantry”
Open: 2nd Mon/Month 10a-2pm
4th Mon/Month 3p-7pm

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
The Hub Owosso &
The Hub R.E.C. Center
First Church of God
2100 N. M-52, 989-723-4510
Sunday Fellowship 9:50am
Sunday Service 10:30am
www.TheHubOwosso.com
Explore-Connect-Grow-Multiply
Matthew 28:18-20

FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, ucc
An Open and Affirming Church
327 N. Washington St., Owosso
989-723-3010
firstcongregationalchurchowosso.com
Sunday Worship 10:30am

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH
201 Michigan Ave., Owosso
989-723-1000
Sunday Service 11am
Virtual Service-
Facebook, Radio (92.5 FM)
Website: GraceOwosso.org

GRACEPOINTE
WESLEYAN CHURCH
1687 N. M-52, Owosso

989-723-5247
Sunday Worship 10am

Virtual Worship on Facebook,
YouTube and website:
www.gracepointe-mi.org

NEW CREATION CHURCH
1800 Corunna Ave., Owosso
989-723-8118 « www.ncconline.com
Services Sunday 9am
Wednesday 7pm
Helping people find and
follow Jesus Christ

0WO0SS0 ASSEMBLY OF GOD
1150 N. Shiawassee St., Owosso
989-725-8219
Sunday School 10am
Sunday Worship 11am

OWO0SSO contD

0WO0SS0 CHURCH OF CHRIST
2005 S. M-52, Owosso
989-723-5407
Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Worship 10:30am, 6pm
Pastor Jeremy Wittwer

OWOSSO0 FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
1500 N. Water St., Owosso
989-725-2201
firstumc@owossofumc.org
Sunday Worship 10am

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH
915 E. Oliver St., Owosso
989-725-5215
Sunday Mass at 9:30am

ST. PAUL CATHOLIC CHURCH
111 N. Howell St., Owosso
989-723-4277
www.stpaulowosso.org
Saturday Mass at 4:30pm
Sunday Masses at 8am & 11am

ST. PHILIP LUTHERAN CHURCH (LCMS)
219 W. Oliver St., Owosso
989-723-6238
Sunday Bible Study 9am
Sunday Worship 10am
Wed. Bible Study 10am
Wed. Worship 11am

PERRY

FAITH COMMUNITY CHURCH
12821 Warner Rd., Perry
(517) 675-1567
Sunday Worship 10am
followed by Sunday School
Pastor Coleen Wilsdon
www.wearefaithcommunity
church.weebly.com

PERRY CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
3100 Ellsworth Rd., Perry
(517) 625-3400
Sunday Worship 9am & 11am
(in church building)
WWW.perrynazarene.com
Live Streaming of Worship

SHAFTSBURG

COMMUNITY BIBLE CHURCH
7040 W. Beard Rd., Shaftsburg
517-675-7510
Sunday Worship 10:30am
Wednesday Bible Study
and Prayer Mtg 6:30pm
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WORHKING FOR YOU

Meaningful conservation is a top priority for the Shiawassee Conservation Dis-
trict. We are committed to assisting people across our county in protecting the
natural resources we all rely on.

The Conservation District and NRCS are working together to help set conserva-
tion goals, work with people on the land, and provide services. We take great pride
that our agencies were created out of the dust bowl together and we are committed
to putting conservation on the land in partnership.

In 2023, we have assisted many landowners and producers to implement conser-
vation practices through both conservation Farm Bill programs and Conservation
District cost share programs. Conservation practices were implemented on nearly
64,000 acres, totaling more than $1,059,220 for practice implementation through
conservation Farm Bill programs. Additionally, Conservation District cost share
programs provided $121,323 cost share assistance to implement conservation prac-
tices on 3,000 acres. In total, over $1,180,500 was introduced to our local econ-
omy, beginning with conservation planning assistance through our office. Those
impressive numbers were accomplished by participation in voluntary conserva-
tion. Producers and landowners worked with us, one-on-one to develop meaningful
conservation plans. Those plans were developed to protect natural resources in a
way that meets the needs and abilities of the participant.

Each acre of land is unique in its site conditions and uses. This means that the
conservation efforts for each site are also unique. A wide variety of conservation
practices were installed using technical and financial assistance received through
our office. On cropland, our technicians certified more than 2,000 acres of nutrient
management, 3,500 acres of cover crops, and nearly 300 acres of invasive species
control. Other practices applied in 2023 include forest stand improvement, live-
stock watering facilities, conservation cover, and tree/shrub establishment.

32 new EQIP and CSP contracts were approved in 2023. These contracts cover
10,255 acres of land and will bring more than $975,000.00 in practice implemen-
tation dollars over the next five years. In addition to the conservation planned in
these contracts, many more acres will be protected by producers and landowners
who will utilize our technical assistance to complete their conservation plans with-
out enrolling in a program.

As the Shiawassee Conservation District looks forward and enters another year,
we would like to thank everyone — past and present — who have supported our mis-
sion of providing care, informed usage, and protection of our natural resources.
The District will continue to provide innovative assistance to address natural re-
source conservation.
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The Shiawassee Conservation District is led by a five-member Board of
Directors that are LOCALLY ELECTED to serve four-year terms. The
Directors make all the decision regarding District programs and activities.
Pictured left to right: Director Michelle Glass, Treasurer Amanda Martindale,
Chair Tom Braid, Vice Chair Duane Leach, Director Larry Lee.

Open House & Elections April 4

The Shiawassee Conservation District will be hosting an Open House and Elec-
tions Thursday, April 4, 2024, from 2-4 p.m. at the Conservation office located in the
USDA Service Center, 1900 S. Morrice Road, Owosso. The election closes at 4 p.m.
and the results will be announced immediately following. The Open House will be a
time to meet the Board of Directors and staff and learn what programs and opportuni-
ties the District offers.

COLLABORATE s LEARN « FARMER-LED DESCUSSIONS « GUEST SPEAKERS
EARN RLP CREDITS = MEAEAP PHASE 1

SHIAWASSEE
EARMEE
NETWORK

SHIAWASSEE
COMSLIVATION
DSTRICT

MARCH 19, 2024 -9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
HOSTED BY FARM LEADERS MICHELLE & JAKE GLASS
8580 LEHRING RD, DURAND
MIDNR Conservation Dfficer for Shiawassee County will join us
Lo answer your dear management to mitigate crop damage questions,

RSVP is oppreciaoted but not requiired.
REqust 1o recaive amal updates about ths, and futire
Farmers Metwark rI'IE"E'!rhEh |.T_'||' I.‘I'I"-il.llll"lg EPIjﬂ'ﬁ.i!'.SEE'ED@HHCI'J.IH E:
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Leach
Running
for
Re-election

Incumbent Duane
Leach, a resident of
Bennington Township,
is running unopposed
for re-election for a
seat on the Shiawassee
Conservation  District
Board. He has served on the District Board since 2004.
Duane operates Leach Farms and is a Pioneer Seed repre-
sentative for Washburn Seed LLC.

Leach practices conservation tillage on the approxi-
mately 950 acres he farms, raising corn, soybeans, alfalfa,
and wheat. He maintains grassed waterways, conservation
cover and filter strips to control erosion and protect water
quality. Leach also manages a cow/calf beef herd. In ad-
dition, he manages his woodlots to improve overall forest
health and wildlife habitat.

Conservation District Directors are locally elected and
serve four-year terms. They make all the decisions regard-
ing the District’s programs and activities. The Director
election will take place during the Shiawassee Conserva-
tion District Open house on April 4, 2024, from 2pm-4pm.
For more information contact the District office.

COMMITTEDTO
CONSERVUATION FOR ALL

Farm Bill Conservation programs offer technical and
financial assistance to producers to protect natural re-
sources like soil, water, and wildlife on their working ag-
ricultural land including cropland, grassland, and woods.
USDA recognizes the need to be inclusive of all people to
ensure equitable access to services. So, there are special
provisions including specific incentives, waivers, priori-
ties, and other flexibilities for producers who meet the
definition for historically underserved producers within
USDA programs. The Shiawassee Conservation District
wants to ensure that all producers with these unique cir-
cumstances are aware of these opportunities.

What does “historically underserved” mean?

Four groups are identified by USDA as Historically Un-
derserved: beginning farmers, socially disadvantaged,
veterans, and limited resource. Definitions for each of
these groups may differ across USDA agencies and/or
programs. The following definitions meet the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) criteria. Please
also note that these definitions are not in their entirety.
A link to a guidebook can be found on the Conservation
District website www.shiawasseeccd.org. A hard copy
can also be obtained by contacting the District office.

Beginning Farmer or Rancher: An individual who
has not operated a farm, ranch, or non-industrial private
forest for more than 10 consecutive years.

Socially Disadvantaged Farmer or Rancher: Mem-
bers of a group subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice
because of their identity as members of that group with-
out regard to their individual qualities. These groups

P

5331 M. Byron Rd

26 Years Experience

Cesal Well Drilling,LLC '

Geothermal, Agricultural, Commercial

Residential, Well Repair, 5" to 12" Wells

Dan Cesal Jr., Owner

License & 7A-2224

@EH.’L‘-

are: American Indian or Alaska Native, Asian, Black
or African American; Native Hawaiian or other Pacific
Islander; and Hispanic. USDA acknowledges that the
term “socially disadvantaged” is not how individuals
who fit the definitions listed identify themselves. How-
ever, it is used out of necessity as a legal term.

Veteran Farmer or Rancher: An individual who has
served in the armed forces, including a reserve compo-
nent, was released from service under conditions other
than dishonorable; and qualifies as a beginning farmer
or rancher, or first obtained veteran status during the
last 10 years.

Limited Resources Farmer or Rancher: An indi-
vidual who has direct or indirect gross farm sales not
more than the current indexed value in each of the pre-
vious 2 years and has a total household income at or
below the national poverty level for a family of four
in each of the previous 2 years, or less than 50 percent
of the county median household income in each of the
previous 2 years.

Getting conservation on the land is a top priority of
the Shiawassee Conservation District. Free and confi-
dential conservation planning services, as well as con-
servation education are available to anyone who wants
to learn how they can do their part to protect the natural
resources our communities rely on. The Conservation
District is committed to identifying and addressing po-
tential institutional and systemic barriers that prevent
underserved customers from full participation and are
committed to providing services and opportunities
across the county in an equitable way. Contact the Shi-
awassee Conservation District office at (989) 723-8263
ext. 3 for more information.

ME New Parts for Old Tractors®

New parts for
old tractors

LEL} logphis, sEaindess steed mutbers, lenders
sReering wheels, gnilles, emblems, gauges, manihobds,
Irattery bowes, eats, fims, decals, and maore!

wiek S beiner [rackor.com
1-800-234-3280

Over 0000 parts in stock!
TE50 S M 13, Lemncn (B8 exit 123 « 172 mille noithl
Muonday - Fridey Bam - 5 pm « Salunday & am- 1.2 pm

Serving Your
Farm
Owners
Insurance
& Business
Auto Needs

JACOB

Ins

Owosso

HranRce

2021 E. Main St.

989-725-7117

www.jacobsinsurance.com

.-.Hm ||n._..‘:|
"\-\.\_I——r\-\.-- o
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Farm values are at an all
time high. If the time is right
for you to consider
selling your farm, put our
experience to work for you.

OVER 60,000 ACRES : [== . g

: Auction
P&Vllk & Real Estate L.L.C.

637 Wright Avenue * Alma, Michigan 48801
www.pavlikllc.com

AU CTIONEE Rs
P"-"l."l.‘l IK

w HEAL ESTATE

Al Wi
lIlr'

John Pavlik ¢ John Pavlik, Jr.
Realtor ¢ Auctioneer

I Phone (989) 463-4903
Fax (989) 463-1393
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WILDLIFE HABITAT

1900 S. Morrice Rd.
WORKSHOP MARCH 23

Owosso, M1 48867
(989) 723-8263 ext. 3

www.shiawasseeccd.org
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The Shiawassee Conservation District is offering a
Wildlife Habitat Workshop on Saturday, March 23, from
9:00 a.m.~12:00 p.m. The event will be held at the Shia-
wassee County Fairgrounds Community Center located
at 2900 Hibbard Road, Corunna. It is free to attend.
RSVP is requested to the Conservation District office by
March 18.

Creating and maintaining healthy wildlife habitat on
your property can be fun and rewarding. This workshop
is an opportunity to learn about management options and
conservation programs available to you. Highlighted
topics include making wetlands suitable for ducks, polli-
nator habitat with a focus on conserving bees, conserva-
tion planning, Farm Bill conservation programs, and the
USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife Program.

Speakers from Ducks Unlimited and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service will join the Shiawassee Conserva-
tion District, including members of the Pollinator Task
Force’s “Bee Squad”. They will be bringing bee sam-

- ples collected from their
Farm & Truck Tires

surveys at the Shiawassee
“In the Field and on the Farm Sales and Service” National Wildlife Refuge.
Serving you with

For more information,
ALL MAJOR BRANDS

A RSVP, or to request special
a9 ) AR of Farm and Truck Tires accommodations,  please

# Y contact the Shiawassee

' 4 Conservation District at
TeERRY’S TIRE o

Arbor Day
is April 26.
Make a plan to
celebrate by
planting trees!

(989) 723-8263 ext 3.
SERVICE
224 S. Cedar St., Owosso

989-666-0746
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Conservation Planning

Not since Hugh Hammond Bennett, the founder of the Soil Conservation Service and
father of soil conservation made his impassioned plea to Congress to save our nation’s
precious soil more than 80 years ago, have Americans become so aware of our vital
connection to this living and life-giving resource.

Protecting our natural resources starts with thoughtful conservation plans. Bennett is
quoted as saying, “There is no virtue in planning merely for the sake of planning. Un-
less plans can be translated into action, planning becomes a profitless mental exercise.”
In other words, we must not only develop the plans, we must put them into action. The
Shiawassee Conservation District is tasked with providing technical and financial as-
sistance to do just that.

A conservation plan is a record of a landowner’s or operator’s decisions in managing
the natural resources on their land. Each plan is site-specific and addresses all resources
on the property — soil, water, plants, animals, air, people, and energy. “Each field is
unique and needs to be considered individually in a conservation plan,” stated Tom
Wert, SCD Conservation Specialist. The completed plan will include items such as a
land use map, soils information, schedule of recommended practices, and maintenance
schedules. These items will have been developed with the landowners goals and re-
source needs in mind.

The Shiawassee Conservation District works with the landowner throughout the en-
tire planning process, so that the end result is a clear plan that meets their individual
needs. “Our first step is to visit the property and talk with the landowner,” stated Donna
Kanan, SCD Conservation Specialist. “We talk about their goals, operations, and is-
sues related to production or natural resources on their land.” Together, they will create
practical solutions to improve and protect soils, improve water quality and water man-
agement, while maintaining the viability of their operation.

The Shiawassee Conservation District works with many landowners to protect natu-
ral resources on their agricultural operations, in their woodlots, and in their wildlife
areas. Once a conservation plan has been developed, the Shiawassee Conservation
District can provide technical and financial assistance to help implement and maintain
the scheduled practices. In Shiawassee County, common practices include invasive
species control, grassland planting, woodlot management, filter strips, and drainage
water management.

Contact the Shiawassee Conservation District to get started on developing your
unique, individual conservation plan today!

“Out of the long list of nature’s gifts to man, none is perhaps
so utterly essential to human life as soil.”
Dr. Hugh H. Bennett. “father of Soil Conservation”
and the first Chief of the Soil Conservation Service.

FERRAL L’ s Ask about our hardwood flooring & trim. N _
% _ - * Roofing
TREE 27 Bark e Chips ):é’” % * Metal Roofing
Mon.-Fri. 8-5 & ¢ Concrete
Tree Trimming & Removal, Inc.  In Business Maple Rapids Sat. 8-12 . « Demolition
“0ld Fashioned Service with Modern Technology” Lumber Mill | maetmcombetcon TédJ Builders .
UMBber MY | meves Excavatin i
M 3 ISA CERTIFIED ARBORISTS ON STAFF W 989-682-4225 and g -+ Rough Framing
FT-I Experienced * Equipped * Insured b‘* BUYERS Evening Now Installing & Repairing Seamless Gutters
D R I~ . OF STANDING 00 any 1094 Joe Huff + (989) 666-6529
l‘*ﬁ 989-862-4453 ~ 989-666-0561 ‘. \ TIMBER

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL
989-868-4722 » 1-800-345-SAHR

Check out our web page:
www.sahrcropinsurance.com

ri AN

CROP INSURANCE
Since 1893 Email: mike@sahrcropinsurance.com
MR. HAIL IS COMING Crop Insurance
There’s one thing we know. Specialists. g il
Its senseless tolosewhat  seyjce js done on your farm.
you have worked to grow. ASK FOR AGENTS

9839 Saginaw St. Michael, Ron, Sandy, Dan, Bernie,
Reese, MI Aaron, Duane & John.

Over 40 Years Experience

989-729-6567

Restoration, Repair & Parts Sales

1003 S. Washington St., Owosso
jeremy@owossotractorparts.com

SAHR CROP INSURANCE AGENCY

Hours
Mon.-Fri. 8-5

%Pewy, Owner
r

Draw Tite Hitches, Meyer Plows,

Wiring, Repair, Truck & Car Accessories

PH 989-725-9977

Owossotractorparts.com

710 S. CHIPMAN ST., OWOSSO fax 989-729-6559
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Shiawassee Conservation District staff members Melissa Higbee, Andrea
Wendt, and Donna Kanan participated in the North Central Region NCDEA’s
District staff training in downtown Detroit September 2023. Day one of the
two-day training focused on DEI (Diversity, Equity and Inclusion) strategies
and learning to develop a Plan of Work to best meet the needs of all our
constituents. Day two ended with a Detroit urban agriculture tour. Pictured is
Donna and Melissa with a farmer from the UGAFARM. This farm is supported
by Detroit and Ann Arbor’s Ugandan community. They grow healthy produce
available to the City of Detroit residents including foods commonly used in
Ugandan and traditional African-American diets, like collards and okra. Also
pictured is the entire group at Pingree Farms. This farm is one of the largest
urban farms in the City of Detroit. They are dedicated to neighborhood
revitalization and youth education through experiences on their nearly 25 total
acres of vegetable and animal production. We at the Shiawassee Conservation
District believe that opportunities, such as this training, are opportunities
to learn from other Districts and organizations so that we can better serve
Shiawassee County. We know voluntary conservation is the key to protecting
the natural resources we all depend on.

it's not special treatment,
if you treat everyone special.

simple human sense

) SR—

Owosso * 989-725-7134

info@clh-insurance.com

Avuto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE = HOME = CAR = BURINESS

CSP Benefits
Forestland Owners

Forestry plays a crucial role in Michigan’s

economy and environment. The state
is known for its vast forested areas,
which provide numerous benefits
such as timber production, wildlife
habitat, recreational opportunities, and
clean air/water. However, unmanaged,
these forests face various challenges,
including invasive species, forest stand
degradation, wildfires, and unsustainable
logging practices.

The Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP) aims to address these challenges
by providing financial and technical
assistance to landowners and agricultural

producers. CSP offers opportunities
for producers to expand on existing
conservation efforts by applying new
conservation practices, enhancements,
and bundles. These new activities have
the potential to help enhance a site’s
natural resources and improve the
owner’s overall operation.

Although it is commonly known that
CSP offers opportunities for producers
to expand existing conservation efforts
on agricultural land and farmsteads, it
can also be applied to private forest land.
Private forest lands make up a large and
important portion of the forested land
base in Michigan, with nearly 11 million
acres, or 57% of Michigan’s forested

Continued on Page 7

599 S. Gould St.
Owosso, Ml 48867

SHIAWASSEE

Kris Hammond
Plant Manager

Krishammond@modernconcrete.us

P: (989) 723-1622
C: (989) 277-1584

Serving Shiawassee County
& Surrounding Areas

¢ Lawn Fertilization Services
e Weed & Grub Control

e Lawn Aeration

¢ Perimeter Pest Control

¢ Mosquito Control

¢ Tree & Shrub Plant Healthcare

1001 N. SAGINAW ST., DURAND

FREE

Preventative Grub
Control with
5 Application
Program

¢ Flea & Tick Control

5% PREPAY
DISCOUNT

Licensed & Insured

State Certified Pesticide
Applicators

Customers have online account access.
See what applications are done, pay
bills, enroll in AutoPay and sign up for
additional services.

NOW is the TIME
for Crabgrass Control

Marg Stine, President - marc@stinelawn.com
Locally Owned & Operated MSU Turfgrass Graduate

Residential & Commercial 35 Years Experience

WWW. STI N E LAWN . CO M *new customers only
989-666-1200 - facebook.com/stineturf
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The
Conservation
District
Association
President,
Conservation
Executive
Melissa

National

Employees
(NCDEA)
Shiawassee
District
Director
Higbee, and
NCDEA Executive
Director Tim Riley
participated in the USDA-NRCS National Leadership Team meeting held in
Bloomington, MN last November. They joined state and national leadership
from across the country,including USDA Undersecretary for Farm Production
and Conservation Robert Bonnie.

Thinking of
Selling Your
Line of
Equipment?

(NEL ,
Hl:nt‘&}'ﬂﬂ

982.823.8835 « VASSAR MI - WWW.BIDNOW.US

Get the best audience
possible by selling your
equipment in one of our

Online Auctions!

Call NOW to discuss selling
your Equipment in 2024 and
take advantage of current
Equipment Prices.

MING CUMMUNITY

-'—'.a'
P

I
E}‘

jiSincd 1967
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LOCALLY LED CONSEHUATION

Locally led conservation is based on the principle that community stakeholders are
best suited to deal with local resource problems. It is driven by the community’s natural
resource conservation needs and requires involving people and organizations in the
planning process and working to successfully execute a long-range plan. The Shiawas-
see Conservation District and the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
held a Local Work Group (LWG) meeting in September as part of that process. The
public was invited and encouraged to attend and participate. The public was also of-
fered the opportunity to take a Natural Resource Assessment Survey.

The Shiawassee Conservation District and NRCS work one-on-one with landown-
ers through conservation planning and assistance designed to benefit natural resources
including soil, water, air, plants, and animals. LWG meetings and Natural Resource
Assessment Surveys are a valuable part of the District and NRCS’s planning process,
providing an opportunity for local land managers, landowners, and colleagues to be
part of the collaborative effort to improve natural resource within our County. The
community feedback provided helps all of us work towards a stronger, healthier, and
more economically viable community and agricultural industry.

The LWG meeting and the survey provided valuable advice to the Shiawassee Con-
servation District Board and NRCS District Conservationist concerning the imple-
mentation of conservation programs in Shiawassee County. Through this process, we
learned that our constituents want us to focus on the following over the next five years:
* Top three water quality priorities: 1. Drinking water/groundwater, 2. Farmland sur-
face water runoff, 3. Rivers/streams.

* Top three forest/woodland priorities: 1. Invasive species management, 2. Plant and
wildlife habitat, 3. Loss due to housing development.

* Top three agriculture/farmland priorities: 1. Farm chemicals/fertilizers/pesticides, 2.
Pollinator/wildlife habitat, 3. Groundwater quality.

* Top three non-farmed land priorities: 1. Invasive species/native plants, 2. Pollinator
populations, 3. Wildlife habitat.

* Top three quality of life/human behavior priorities: 1. Hazardous materials, 2. Inva-
sive species/native plants, 3. Recycling/proper garbage disposal.

The locally-led conservation effort is the foundation of
the conservation program delivery process. “The Shia-
wassee Conservation District promotes the responsible
land use decisions for the conservation, protection, and
improvement of our natural resources,” stated Shiawas-
see Conservation District Executive Director Melissa
Higbee. “Feedback from our County residents is vitally
important to help decide what services and programs we
will offer in the future.” The Shiawassee Conservation
District appreciates those who participated. Offering
programs that best serve the District constituents pro-
motes the voluntary conservation concept that works
best to protect the natural resources we all depend on.

i

‘ﬂ

The Shiawassee Conservation District held a
Beekeeping Basics Workshop in February 2023. This
workshop was designed to help beginner beekeepers
understand what is necessary to get started in
beekeeping. Attendees also learned about conservation
programs offered through the District office and how
they could complement their beekeeping operation.
Pictured are Shiawassee Conservation District staff
and workshop presenters.
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TREES: WATER QUALITY
GUARDIANS

Trees play a pivotal role in improving water quality.
There are many ways you can support these amazing
plants that protect our planet’s most precious resource.

Trees function as natural filters by capturing and absorb-
ing pollutants from the soil with their extensive root sys-
tems. When established next to water, trees protect against
polluted runoff. Their network of tree roots reduce erosion
and stabilize shores and banks by binding the soil. Trees
not only capture sediment from runoff, but they also mod-
erate water temperatures and provide habitat.

Trees play a part in nutrient cycling by absorbing nutri-
ents like nitrogen and phosphorus from the soil. This helps
reduce issues such as algal blooms in water bodies. Trees
also release water vapor into the atmosphere through tran-
spiration. This part of the water cycle increases oxygen
levels in surface water and helps aquatic ecosystems.

You can play a role in improving water quality by plant-
ing trees. These green additions act as a natural defense
by reducing water pollution and fostering a healthier
environment. Adopting sustainable practices in your
gardening or landscaping is equally essential. Prioritize
existing tree cover and be mindful of choices such as the
use of fertilizers or pesticides.

Continued on Page 8

Agricultural Incentives

Program in the Looking

Glass River Watershed
2023 Recap

The Looking Glass River Watershed Restoration Proj-
ect is part of a grant awarded to the Shiawassee Con-
servation District (SCD) in fall of 2020 through the
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy (EGLE) Nonpoint Source Program. The goal of
this project is to conserve and protect water quality by
helping agricultural producers integrate conservation
practices into their operations.

The Agricultural Incentives Program (AIP) is includ-
ed in the Looking Glass River Watershed Restoration
Project. This program assists agricultural producers
in the Looking Glass River Watershed improve water

phorus load by 15,730 pounds and Nitrogen by 40,300
pounds. SCD staff conducted 37 field visits, developed 6
conservation plans, and helped facilitate the application
process for numerous landowners applying for conserva-
tion Farm Bill programs.

“It has been a productive year working in this wa-
tershed,” stated SCD Conservation Specialist Andrea
Wendt, “I'm looking forward to getting more conser-
vation on the ground and reaching more individuals in
2024.” Funds are still available to agricultural producers
wishing to participate in the Agricultural Incentives Pro-
gram. To find out if you qualify, and for more informa-
tion on how you can make positive changes to help our
most precious water resources, contact the Shiawassee
Conservation District.

This information is part of a larger project funded by
EGLE under the NPS Control Fund and Section 319 of
the federal CWA.

quality through voluntary
programs. Producers can 5,.“

receive technical and fi-

nancial assistance to incor- |
porate conservation prac- |
tices into their operations.
Conservation  practices
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available through this pro-
gram include cover crops,
nutrient management, no-
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till, and filter strips.
Eleven producers en-
rolled in the AIP, totaling
2,654 acres. The conserva-
tion practices applied on
these acres reduced sedi-
ment by 956 tons, Phos-
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CSP Benefits

Continued from Page 4

land base. Forest management decisions
on these lands have important impacts on
the nature and level of benefits derived
from the land.

CSP encourages the expansion and/
or adoption of conservation practices
that promote sustainable forestry
management. The forest management
practices generally implemented through
CSP include forest stand improvement,
brush management, invasive species
control, snags/dens, pollinator and
beneficial insect habitat, and forest
health management. By implementing
conservation practices on their forestland,
landowners can enhance the resilience
of their forests to climate change, reduce
the risk of forest fires, and improve
the quality of timber produced. These
practices also help to protect and restore
wildlife habitat, ensuring the long-term
viability of Michigan’s diverse plant and
animal species.

In addition to the environmental
benefits, applying CSP to private
forest lands also provides economic
incentives for landowners to participate
in the program. Through financial
assistance, landowners can offset the
costs associated with implementing
conservation  practices. USDA s
increasing the minimum annual payment
for agricultural producers participating
in the Conservation Stewardship
Program from $1,500 to $4,000 starting
in fiscal year 2024. The increase
addresses challenges faced by small
scale, underserved, and urban producers
and improves equity in the program by
making participation more financially
beneficial for smaller operations. This
new minimum payment is available for
new and renewed CSP contracts.

Shiawassee County landowner and
forester Ben Schram has worked closely
with the Shiawassee Conservation
District to plan for and implement
conservation practices on his property.
He and his wife Chelsee are currently
enrolled in a CSP contract that includes

several activities within his forested
land. When asked what initially got him
interested in CSP, Ben responded with,
“We had recently completed all the
conservation practices outlined in our
conservation plan and EQIP contract.
We wanted to do more to protect
water quality and benefit pollinating
insects. CSP was a logical option,
especially because of the generous
financial assistance associated with
participation in the program.” Ben and
Chelsee are presently struggling with
woody invasive species and increasing
biodiversity within their woods. Due
to these struggles, they are currently
implementing brush management and
forest stand improvement practices in
their woods. We asked Ben how he
thought CSP had directly benefited their
forested land and/or forestry throughout
Michigan and he responded with, “Our
forest and adjacent habitats are certainly
in better shape since participating in
CSP. We have been able to reinvest these
funds into combating woody invasives
and increasing biodiversity. Our forest
is more resilient to a changing climate
and the next catastrophic bug, as well
as providing a more diverse long-term
food source for our beekeeping business.
Owning woodlands costs money. There
are constant pressures on converting
ours’ and others’ family forests to other
land uses, like traditional agriculture or
building developments. The money we
received from CSP helps relieve those
pressures because it pays to keep forests
as forests.”

The Conservation Stewardship Program
is an important initiative that focuses
on promoting sustainable agricultural
and forestry practices. By providing
financial and technical assistance, the
program helps landowners and forest
managers implement conservation
practices that enhance the health and
productivity of Michigan’s forests.
Through this program, Michigan can
continue to benefit from its valuable
forest resources while ensuring their
long-term sustainability.
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Shlawassee Conservation District staff attended the Natlonal Association of
Conservation District Annual Meeting held in New Orleans, LA in February 2023.
Pictured are the attendees from Michigan. Left to right: Michigan Association
of Conservation District President Jerry Miller, Shiawassee Conservation
District Conservation Specialist Donna Kanan, Shiawassee Conservation
District Executive Director Melissa Higbee, Kalkaska Conservation District
Conservation Specialist Renee Penny, Michigan Association of Conservation
District Executive Director Dan Moilanen, Michigan Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development Private Lands Forestry Program Manager Ben Schram,
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development Conservation
Programs Manager John Switzer.

LOCAL LENDER

FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS-

= Rural kome and langd loans
= Agricuttural financing

= Crop and life insurance

= Construction loans

* Tax and accounting senvices

%GreenSmnex

FARM CREDIT SERVICES

(=7 Contact us in Corumna at 3897435506
whanargreenstonefcs.com

&

= Ziola
- Farms

Quality & Precision
in every foot!

Custom Field Tllmg GPS Controlled

FREE Gene Ziola 989-245-1426
ESTIMATES  Jeramie Ziola 989-798-4889
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Shiawassee = Conservation District’s newest
conservation team member is Conservation Specialist
Danner Molnar. Danner is pictured taking soil
samples for a pasture management plan. We work
with producers and landowners to develop meaningful
conservation plans for all land uses including pasture,
crops, woods, and idle lands.

TREES: WATER QUALITY GUARDIANS

Continued from Page 6

Raising awareness about the importance of trees for water quality can begin in
your own community. Share your knowledge with neighbors through conversations
that highlight the functions of trees. Leave a lasting impact right from your doorstep
by helping others understand what it means to the environment to plant a tree.

Recognize yourself as a tree steward by understanding the crucial role of trees.
Show off your appreciation of trees as they perform their duties of water quality
guardians. Trees are truly remarkable as they ensure a healthier and more sustain-
able environment for generations to come.

The Shiawassee Conservation District is accepting orders for the Spring Tree and
Shrub Sale now through April 1. Visit www.shiawasseeccd.org or call the District
office for more information.

Labor Auction
March 14, 7pm

Corunna HS Gym 417 E.King St., Corunna Door Prizes

. 50/50 Raffl
Do you need help doing some ame

spring cleaning or fixing fence? QUﬁstiQns,
call Brian
. Qur Corunnaand l?urand FFA n.”lembers.are 089-743-3441
auctioning 8 hours of their personal time to raise money (CHS)
for their chapter activities. or Torey

. . 989-288-2648
Two Great Events At One Location On One Night! (DHS)

Good Food On 50th Annual Show MmoGTA

Grounds Souvenirs

August 16-18, 2024

R m

Michigan's Largest *'-Hsm“.ﬂ-* FEATURING:

Gas Tractor Show! 17180 W Ferden Rd, Oakley, MI Battle of the Colors

Gates open at 7:00am Daily Live Demos Exhibitors: 2 Free Passes
Donations: Adults $10 Cider Mill » Steam Engines No ATV's Except Handicap
Students 13-18 years $5 Black Smith « Handle Mill No Pets on Grounds
Kids 12 & Under Free Veneer Mill « Saw Mill No Camping with Displays
Senior $5 (Friday Only) Flea Market ¢ Arts & Crafts Primitive Camping Only
3 Day Pass $20 Kids Crafts * Petting Zoo Free Parking

For More Info Visit mmogta.org

PARSON | DEDIC

WEALTH MANAGEMENT GROUP
WELLS FARGO ADVISORS FINANCIAL NETWORK

www.parsondedicwmg.com

201 N. Washington St. ® Owosso, MI 48867 * 989.725.8131

Investment products and services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC (WFAFN), Member SIPC.
Parson | Dedic Wealth Management Group is a separate entity from WFAFN. CAR #0223-04397

For the return
of a lifetime’s
work, make
no mistake!

When it comes to the
important decisions
when selling your farm,
you can't afford to make
the wrong choice.

We know Michigan.

And we're here to help you
through this transition with
appraisals, real estate
listings, or auctions.

 SHERIDAN

___sy_‘l"!’ B AUCTION CO.

(51 7) 676-9800
sheridanfAuctionService.com




OWOSSO SEA Turtles front row, from left: Anderson Usher, Matthew Easlick, Juliette
Roth, Kingston Koteles, Ethan Bandkau, Molly Riley and Talan Genovese. Back row,
from left: Gunnar Garrison, Caleb Jurhs, Olivia Binger, Tyler Jurhs, Aiden DeFrenn,
Nick Nidiffer, Blake Binger and Jack Livingston.

(Courtesy Photo)

Owosso Sea Turtles

The Owosso Sea Turtles made waves at the Michigan Team Swim League State Cham-
pionships on Sunday, capping off a triumphant season. Fifteen talented swimmers took to
the pool, hauling in a whopping 26 individual medals and three relay medals - including
grabbing the top spot in one individual event and two relays.

The Sea Turtles swim club, open to youth ages 5 to 18 in the area, fielded a 64-member
squad for the 2023-24 season from October through February. The team’s success at
States provided a fitting exclamation point to a season of growth and achievement.

With their standout showing, the Owosso Sea Turtles proved they can compete with the
best of the best in Michigan. Their accomplishments in the pool demonstrated the team’s
depth of talent and tireless training throughout the season. Expect big waves from this
rising squad in seasons to come.
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CASSI BRODIE was named Corunna Public Schools February 2024 Employee of
the Month during the Monday, Feb. 19 Board of Education meeting. She is shown
here with Jennifer Strauch, Board of Education President.

(Courtesy Photo)

Corunna Public Schools
February Employee of the Month

Cassi Brodie has been named the Corunna Public Schools February Employee of the
Month. Cassi is a third-grade teacher at Elsa Meyer Elementary. She was honored dur-
ing the Monday, Feb. 20 Board of Education meeting held at Corunna High School.

Cassi said, “I had the privilege of completing my student teaching with Melissa
Whalen and Diane Jacobs at Corunna Middle School. Corunna Public Schools in-
stantly felt like home and I was thrilled when I was able to officially join the Cavalier
team. Corunna has a way of making people feel loved, valued and important.”

Cassi is married to her husband, Fred. In her spare time, Cassi enjoys fishing, playing
video games, reading and playing Dungeons and Dragons.

Durand Railroad Days Crowning

Continued from Page 5

Dance as a Teaching Assistant. Her future plans are to study
business at Clemson University. Madison hopes to someday
own her own dance studio and share her passion of dance
with younger generations. Madison is sponsored by Model
Call in Durand.

Malerie Freese is the daughter of Beth and Curt Freese of
Durand. She is 17 years old and a Junior at Durand Area
High School. She has two siblings, Tyler and Natalie. Mal-

CK Law Group

Representing individuals and fvmilfes with respect
dliaring fimes of crivs,

* Aulbo Accubenis

= Trieck Accidenls

= Marcyde Accidents
» Medical Malpractice

Plexse call (248) 55.2=54Wl

for an immediate consultarion.

* Cerebral Paliy/Birth Injury
» Mursing Home Neglecl

= Wrongiul Death

= Defective Premises

blackmore-rowe
insurance

Stephanie Cleveland

Yvonne Ryan

blackmorerowedurand.com

Cheryl Glennie

erie has a dog named Ruby that she enjoys spending time
with. She is involved in many school activities including
FFA, Student Government, NHS and Prom Committee. She
also participates in basketball, golf and softball. Malerie
has received an outstanding sophomore award and perfect
attendance twice. Currently, she is working as a barista at
Stomping Grounds in Durand. In her spare time, Malerie
enjoys spending time hunting, fishing and water sports such
as wakeboarding, knee boarding and surfing. She also likes
to volunteer with park cleanups and assist with Durand
Little League. One of the things Malerie loves the most
about the Durand Community is that it has created an at-
mosphere that gives a welcoming environment where any-
one can come and experience friendly faces, unique town
events and one-of-a kind shops. After Malerie graduates,
she plans on attending Michigan State University where she
will major in either Labor and Delivery or Anesthesiology
to pursue a degree in the medical field. Malerie is sponsored
by Stomping Grounds of Durand.

Alara Maynard is the daughter of Cassandra and Shawn
Maynard of Swartz Creek. Alara is nine years old and in the
4th grade at Robert Kerr Elementary School. She has one
brother named Henry. Alara has a dog named Belle and two
cats named Black and White and Winnie. Some of
Alara’s hobbies include dance, playing with friends, swim-

HERITAGE

MONUMENTS

Broad Se
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ming, making friendship bracelets and playing video games
with her little brother. Alara is a member of the Compe-
tition Dance Team at Kathy’s School of Dance. She also
enjoys playing Red Cedar basketball and volleyball, as well
as AYSO Soccer. Alara is sponsored by Coffield Oil of Du-
rand.

Jayce Chapman is the son of Jamie and Ron Chapman of
Durand. Jayce is nine years old and in the 3rd grade at Rob-
ert Kerr Elementary School. He has one sister named Ady-
son. Jayce has cats named Ralph, Daisy, Oatmeal and Uno.
He also has four dogs named Annabelle, Mabel, Nova and
Ragnar. Jayce also has many pet fish. Some of Jayce’s hob-
bies include amusement rides, playing with friends, video
games, Roblox, playing with his pets, bugging his older sis-
ter and snacks. Jayce is a member of the Competition Dance
Team at Kathy’s School of Dance. He also enjoys playing
football, basketball and baseball. Jayce is sponsored by
Kathy’s School of Dance in Durand.

Durand Railroad Days royalty are the ambassadors for the
annual Railroad Days Festival, which is held the weekend
after Mother’s Day. They represent the Railroad Days Fes-
tival and the greater Durand community by attending com-
munity events and traveling to other festival parades. The
royalty are sponsored by Randy Wise of Durand and the
Bancroft Lioness Lions.

SLOAN’S SEPTIC TANK SERICE
6453 N. Williamston Rd., Perry

m9]175699:1632
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GENEVEIVE “GENNY” Jennings is shown with her
Quilt of Valor presented to her Sunday, Feb. 25 at the
Owosso First United Methodist Church. Genny is a
WWII Marine veteran and was nominated by WWII
Army nurse Irene Hoskins. Genny is 100 and Irene is 105
years of age, we salute both of you. Genny resides at the
Meadows. Refreshments were served after the ceremony.
Quilts of Valor is an organization to honor living veterans
with honorable discharges. Nominating forms can be ob-
tained on their website QOV Foundation (www.qovf.org).
(Courtesy Photo)

Local Student Named Essay Contest Winner

Three students from Salem Lutheran School in Owos-
so have been named local winners in the 55th annual
America and Me Essay Contest, sponsored by Farm Bu-
reau Insurance. The three students who earned first place,
second place and third place awards for their school are
Evee Forke - first, Nevaeh Rose - second and Meriel Bak-
er - third. All three received award certificates for their
achievement. As the school’s first place winner Evee’s
name will also be engraved on a plaque for permanent dis-
play in the school.

Evee’s first place essay now advances to the state level
competion, from which the top ten essays in Michigan will
be selected. The top 10 statewide winners who will be an-
nounced on Thursday, April 11 will each receive a plaque,
a medallion and a cash award of $1,055. Farm Bureau
Insurance will also be presenting each top ten statewide
school with a $1,055 check, along with an additional $555
if the school was sponsored by a Farm Bureau Insurance
agent.

The traditional annual America and Me Essay Contest
Awards Day is scheduled for Wednesday, May 29 in Lan-
sing. The top 10 Students and their teachers from across
the state will be invited to participate in the day-long
group recognitions. In the event we are not able to meet in
person, the students still receive their awards and recogni-
tions for their commendable achievement.

Several thousand eighth grade students from nearly 200
Michigan schools participated in the 2023-2024 America
and Me Essay Contest which was conducted with the help

(Courtesy Photo)
of Farm Bureau Insurance agents across the state. The top-
ic of the 2023-2024 contest was “My Personal Michigan

Hero.” Evee should take great pride in advancing to the
state level competition.

A team of finalist judges, including a top Michigan gov-
ernment official as well as the sponsoring teachers of last
year’s top two Statewide winners will determine the rank-
ing of the top ten statewide winners this year.

Started in 1968 and open to all Michigan eighth grade
students, the America and Me Essay Contest encourages
Michigan youngsters to explore the greatness of America
and its people. As a sponsor of the contest, Farm Bureau
Insurance has eamed 11 national awards from the Free-
doms Foundation at Valley Forge.

Shiawassee County Friends of the Fair
to Host ‘Bringing in the Green’

The Shiawassee County Friends of the Fair will be hosting their annual dinner dance

raffles.

fundraiser, ‘Bringing in the Green’ event on Saturday, March 16 at Knights of Columbus

2 |
J

W)

Usa

your area
direct mail specialist

in Owosso. Dinner will be from 5:30 to 7 p.m. and the band will play from 7 to 10 p.m.
Tickets are $30. The event will feature dancing, a cash bar, silent auction and 50/50

For more information or to purchase tickets, contact Jeff at (989) 413-4876 or email
friendsofshiacofair@gmail.com.
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Correction

A RIBBON cutting was held Monday, Feb. 26 to celebrate the renovation of the Durand
Memorial Library. Guest speakers included City of Durand Mayor Jeff Brands,
Shiawassee District Library Director Kimberly White and Cameron Horvath, Durand
City Manager.

The public is invited to stop by the library to see the many changes from the renovation
and library staff is available to show visitors around the new layout.

(Courtesy Photo)

s it Dot i on Shiawassee Area Writers Group
Writing Contest

The Shiawassee Area Writers Group is pleased to announce an offer to one area high
school senior the opportunity to earn a $1,000 scholarship toward either further educa-
tion or to be used at a national writing conference of their choice.

The contest is open to all seniors in Shiawassee County. To be eligible to apply for this
scholarship, a student must submit an application accompanied with a letter of reference
from an English, writing, journalism or school newspaper teacher, and a 2,500 word
maximum writing of their choice such as an essay, short story, newspaper article or poem.
The application is to be submitted by Monday, April 1.

If interested, contact: Leland Scott, SAW Scholarship Coordinator at (517) 625-7826 or
email to Iscott@tds.net for an application and more information.
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Durand Railroad Days
Graff Chevrolet of
Durand Event Tent

Railroad Days 2024 will be here before you know it.
Festivities will be celebrated from Thursday, May 16
through Sunday, May 19. Railroad Days, Inc. is pleased
to announce that there will be numerous activities this
year in the Graff Chevrolet of Durand Event Tent. Graff
Chevrolet has been the sponsor of the tent for over 17
years.

On Friday, May 17, the tent will be the place to be
for the annual Trivia Contest. Hosted by the Durand
Educational Foundation (DEF) and sponsored by Graff
Chevrolet of Durand and the Mid-Michigan Chevy Deal-
ers, the “doors” will open at 6:30 p.m. with the contest
starting at 7 p.m. Call or text (989) 277-2926 or email
durandeducationfdn@gmail.com to reserve your table
(there are only 15). The cost is $10 per person taken at
the door (entry fees go to the DEF). No outside bever-
ages will be allowed in the tent. Adult beverages from
Burgdorf Winery of Haslett and Right Brain Brewery of
Traverse City as well as soft drinks and bottled water
will be available for purchase.

Saturday, May 18, the tent will be the location for the
annual Kids Que barbeque contest; which is also spon-
sored by Graff Chevrolet of Durand, the Mid-Michigan
Chevy Dealers, as well as Durand Meat Processing. En-
try forms are available at www.durandrailroaddays.com.
The cost is $10 per child (8-12 years old). Forms and
payment must be received by Friday, May 17. Check in
for participants is on Saturday at 3 p.m. for the contest.

On Saturday night, the tent will be the site for Bin-
go. This will be the second year for this event, which is
hosted by the Bancroft Lioness Lions Club and is also
sponsored by Graff Chevrolet of Durand. The contest
will run from 6 to 9 p.m. The cost per card is $.25 with
the payout being half of the proceeds for each game. Pro-
ceeds from the contest will be used to benefit the Durand/
Bancroft communities. Again, no outside beverages will
be allowed in the tent. Adult beverages from Burgdorf
Winery of Haslett and Right Brain Brewery of Traverse
City as well as soft drinks and bottled water will be avail-
able for purchase.

Sunday, May 19, the tent will be the spot for the an-
nual Kiddie Tractor Pedal Pull which is organized by the
Durand Area Lions Club and Acker Agency Insurance.
Come and sign your child up to participate in this free,
fun event for children 5-12 years old. The first age group
starts at 1 p.m. The event is sponsored by local area busi-
nesses, civic groups and individuals which are printed on
the free t-shirt that each child receives.

Be sure to enjoy these and other fun, exciting events
during Railroad Days 2024. More information on these
activities and more can be found at the festival website
www.durandrailroaddays.com.
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PALM SUNDAY DINNER
Come to The Z Hall,
Sunday, March 24th

from 12:30-3:00.
Event includes:
live music by
Richard Lahmann,
delicious food, and a full
service bar. Advanced
tickets required $25.
Make reservations at
www.thezhall.com/events.

In Memory Of

“IT HURTS WHEN they're
gone. And it doesn't matter
if it's slow or fast, whether
it's a long drawn-out
disease or an
unexpected accident.
When they're gone the
world turns upside down
and you're left holding on,
trying not to fall off."
-Walter Mosley
Miss you still.
Your Family

060

Legal Notices

ALL REAL ESTATE
advertising in this
newspaper is subject to
the Federal Fair Housing
Act of 1968 which makes
it illegal to advertise
preference, limitation, or
discrimination based on
race, color, religion or
national origin, or an
intention to make any
such preference, limitation
or discrimination. This
newspaper will not
knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

AMISH FURNITURE

Amish Log Beds, Dressers,
Rustic Table and Chairs,
Mattresses for Cabin or
Home. Lowest price

in Michigan!
DanDanTheMattressMan.com
989-923-1278

AUCTION

Estate Jewelry & Coins
Live Online Auction
begins 7 p.m. March 19.
Diamonds, gemstones,
gold, silver, vintage cos-
tume, necklaces, bracelets,
earrings, rings, coin proof
sets, more! View catalog
EstateAuctionExpertsMi.com.
313-600-8356.

John Gall Estate Online
Auction. 2011 Chrysler
300 4 Door "Black
Widow," arch welder,
grinder, tools, comic
books, collectables, more!
Bidding ends March 20.
Bid.SherwoodAuctionServiceLLC.com
to view catalogue, other
auctions. 1-800-835-0495.

March consignment auc-
tion. Over 170 lots! 1996
Ford F-150 XL, genera-
tors, tools, knives, pis-
tols, collectables, heat-
ers, antiques and much
more! Bidding ends March
25. View catalog at
NarhiAuctions.hibid.com.
Questions, call
810-266-6474.

Short Notice Starrs
Online Estate Auction.
Bidding open. Massey
Ferguson loader tractor,
Kubota Diesel UTV,
3-point items,

quality tools. Bid at
JohnPeckAuctions.com
Selling? Call John
989-426-8061. Offices in
Gladwin & Charlotte.

BUSINESS SERVICES

METAL ROOFING regular

and shingle style, HALF
OFF SPECIAL COLORS!
Lifetime asphalt shingles.
Steel and vinyl siding. Hail
damage. FEMA claims.
Licensed and insured
builders. Pole Buildings.
Quality work for 40 years!
AMISH CREW.
517-575-3695.

MATTRESSES

Adjustable Bed Brand New
with mattress. Made is
U.S.A., in plastic, with
warranty. Retail cost
$3,995.00, sacrifice for
$875.00. Call for showing
or delivery:
DanDanTheMattressMan.com
989-832-1866

MEDICAL

VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00! 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-835-7273
Hablamos Espano

MISCELLANEOUS

AMISH BUILT storage
sheds and mini cabins
delivered to your site any-
where in Michigan!
Starting at $2,500.00
mynextbarn.com
989-832-1866

AMISH BUILT MINI CABIN
12 x 24 $10,900.00. New
construction, delivery in-
cluded. Call for details,
other sizes & options.
989-832-1866

POLE BUILDINGS

BUILT RITE POLE
BUILDINGS State-wide.
Prices starting at -
24x40x10 - $18,300.00.
30x40x10 -$20,400.00.
Erected on your site. Call
for price not shown on any
size building or go to
builtritepolebuildingsmi.com.

Or call 989-259-2015 or
989-600-1010.

Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600
In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-950-6757

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a FREE
7-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase* Call
1-855-922-0420 today to
schedule a free quote. It's
not just a generator. It's a
power move.

Replace your roof with the
best looking and longest
lasting material - steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! Three
styles and multiple colors
available. Guaranteed to
last a lifetime! Limited Time
Offer - 50% off installation
+ Additional 10% off install
(for military, health workers
& 1st responders.) Call
Erie Metal Roofs:
1-888-718-1856

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the
most advanced
debris-blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate today.
20% off Entire Purchase.
Plus 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call
1-844-369-2501

DIRECTV Sports Pack - 3
Months on Us! Watch pro
and college sports LIVE.
Plus over 40 regional and
specialty networks in-
cluded. NFL, College Foot-
ball, MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf
and more. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV
1-888-351-0154

Safe Step. North America's
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-

'e;- (&) Alistate.

3 You're in good hands.

Christina Johnson
989-288-2200

810 N. Oak St., Durand

Agent

Ask about our hardwood flooring & trim.

Bark ¢ Chips

Mon.-Fri. 8-5
: Sat. 8-12

Maple del.ds 6366 N. Forest Hill Rd.
Lumbel’ Mill | maplerapidsiumber.com

o BUYERS 989;33;{-‘3225
e i‘: OF BER . 989-330-1994

MAXIMUM
ROOFING

Tear-offs * Re-roofs * Free Estimates

989-845-3373
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170 320

Help Wanted Automobiles

hensive lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line installation
and service. Now featuring
our FREE shower package
and $1600 Off for a limited
time! Call today! Financing
available. Call Safe Step
1-877-707-0424

BEAUTIFUL BATH UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Superior quality bath
and shower systems at
AFFORDABLE PRICES!
Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.

Call Now! 877-401-2404

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one
day. For a limited time,
we're cutting installation
costs in half and offering a
FREE safety upgrade! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and vary by
dealer. Offer ends 3/31/24
Call 1-888-510-0901

YOU MAY QUALIFY for
disability benefits if you are
between 52-63 years old
and under a doctor's care
for a health condition that
prevents you from working
for a year or more. Call
now! 1-866-891-5858

Is 2024 your year? Were
here for it and here for you.
Reach your goals this year
with WeightWatchers. Get
started with THREE
months FREE, visit
weightwatchersoffer.com/51

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii
plus dozens of other popu-
lar trips! Starting at $1649
per person (double occu-
pancy req'd.) YMT Vaca-
tions plans everything,
leaving you to relax and
enjoy. Call 1-855-958-4689
for more details. Use
promo code YMT2024 for
$250 off. Limited time only.

Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top
tax deduction! Call Veteran
Car Donations at
1-877-691-4117 today!

ATTENTION OXYGEN
THERAPY USERS! Dis-
cover Oxygen Therapy
That Moves with You with
Inogen Portable Oxygen
Concentrators. FREE infor-
mation kit. Call
866-348-1952

PROFESSIONAL LAWN
SERVICE: Fertilization,
weed control, seeding,
aeration and mosquito con-
trol. Call now for a free
quote. Ask about our first
application special!
1-877-411-0998

Get Boost Infinite! Unlim-
ited Talk, Text and Data
For Just $25/mo! The
Power Of 3 5G Networks,
One Low Price! Call Today
and Get The Latest iPhone

1

Matthew Grubb,
CPCU, Agent

Owosso, Ml 48867

Bus: 989-725-8300
matt.grubb.hgba@statefarm.com

«& StateFarm-

026 E. Main Street

Every Year On Us! CLASSIFIED ADS ARE
855-796-1382 effective and easy.
$16.50 for the first 14
words and 20 cents/word
1 1 0 for each additional word.
Call the Independent
LENON ELECTRIC & SON Newsgroup to place your
989-640-5169. classified ad today!
Residential, Commercial, 989-723-1118,
Emergency Calls. classifieds @ owossoinde-
24-hour service. pendent.com
Licensed and Insured.

Building / Home Imp.

125 Trees/ Stump Service NOTICE OF PUBLIC

HEARING
RLP FORESTRY SHIAWASSEE COUNTY
TREE SERVICE. BOARD OF

COMMISSIONERS
TO ALL INTERESTED
PERSONS IN
SHIAWASSEE COUNTY:
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE

Over-20-years-experience.
Certified journeyman
climber. Free estimates.
989-666-3447.

170 Help Wanted that the Board of
Commissioners of
BARTENDERS, Shiawassee County will
WAITRESSES, hold a public hearing on
COOKS March 13, 2024 at 5pm,
Apply within. in the Board of

Commissioners Chambers,
201 North Shiawassee
Street, 1st Floor,
Corunna, Ml 48817,
for discussion on the Kerby

Woody's Bancroft Tavern
119 Warren St., Bancroft
989-634-5455

ifi Road Park Grant.
Classmeds THIS NOTICE is given by
Email: order of the Board of

Commissioners of
Shiawassee County,
State of Michigan.

classifieds@owossoindependent.com
Classified Ads are $16.50 for
the first 14 words and 20¢ per

CASH FOR JUNKERS
Crashed-running or not!
Up to $1,000!!!
989-666-6365.

THE INDEPENDENT
NEWSPAPERS are
brought to you by our
valued advertisers. Tell
them thank you and
that you found them in
the Independent!

395

GINGER SQUARE
APARTMENTS in Owosso

Rentals

180 For Sale is now accepting
applications for 2, 3 &
BOLLINGER 4 bedroom units.
BARBELL SET All units equipped with A/C,
212 Ibs. Total. kitchen appliances, free

utilities, and laundry
hook-ups in each unit.
Income based rent.
Stop in to pick up an
application.

1200 Penbrook Dr.
Owosso 989-723-1331
TTY #711
Equal Housing Opportunity

ajd

THE INDEPENDENT

Excellent Condition $150
Chain Fall 1 Ton $100
810-487-0892

PROM AND WEDDING
Dress Alterations:
30 Years Professional
Experience. Best Rates.
(240) 602-7295

OPPORTUNITY

Automobiles

320

X IRAR

A TOWIMG and
RECOVERY s

24hr. Light & Heavy

NEWSPAPERS are
brought to you by our
valued advertisers. Tell
them thank you and
that you found them in
the Independent!

word for each additional word. . Towing .
Deadline: Thursday at Noon * Ditch Recoveries
* Tire Changes
. TFTRANEFEEET * Motorcycle towing
Independent il Elale Fiis! Easeisnd \*/J#n}p St?rtsk
* Vehicle unlocks
I TSSEVKHELQII\\I/CE;R * Buy/tow junk cars
Regional, Michigan driving * Long distance towing
Gas Tank Renu P Ertas Flatbed available
CALL 517-675-5847 or ;
maxtowmi.com
Gas Tanks 517-881-1544 Check us out on Facebook
. Apply online
epaired www.transfleet.com
eplaced
econditioned
Aero. Truox. Fago RV (% y,  Call The Independent to
uto, Truck, Farm, R.V. RN
_ = / |
7415 Grove St., Swartz Creek \/\,\)‘J /% Place YOl,lI' Ad TODAY'
(2 blocks S. of Miller off Morrish) \|
ocks S. of Miller o! orris b\(ﬂ 989'723'1118

800-571-8840

The Independent
Newsgroup

CLASSIFIEDS

Call
989-723-1118

Main Office:

1907 W. M-21, Owosso
Sunday Deadline:
Thursday Noon
Wednesday Deadline:
Monday 3pm

Zz==

Tri-County S

wassee
County

Emergency Well Service
Free Estimates

989-743-5626

Pressure Tank Service
Pump Service
Chlorinating waterhelpnow.com

~ &) Ready To Spring Forward Into A New Home?

2 RE/MAX

v

TriCounty

Thil EBgrinad® Taam
405 W Broad Sireet. Chistaning, M 4BE1G
Call For a Free Market Price

Andysis on Your Home of Land
Lach Sk Inceprciontly Dweid pad Jgicadnd ik

HDTV Solutions
* Expert Service
« Reasonable Prices

B & S Sarellcte

S I_|'.||I.:|..

-- TV ANTENNAS --
989-723-1138

Steve Hann ¢ Locally Owned & Operated for 34 years
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A FEW of the items used during the tactical training.
(Independent Photos/Melissa Shepard)

OFFICERS THAT volunteered their time to help with security training on Saturday,
March 2 are, from left: Trent Adkins, Shiawassee County Emergency Manager; Kyle
Bawks, City of Perry Police Chief; Shiawassee County Sheriff Doug Chapman; Todd
Evans, Shiawassee County Sheriff Department Deputy and Chaplain and Shiawassee
County Sheriff Department Deputy Kirt Stechschulte.

AREA LLAW OFFICERS HoLD SECURITY TRAINING

By Melissa Shepard, Editor

Law officers from around the county volunteer their expertise and hold security
training for area churches. This includes giving resources to volunteers from local
churches, as well as training them to know what to do in certain situations. This pro-
gram started before the Covid-19 pandemic but was put on hold. An idea formed by
former Sheriff Brian BeGole and current Sheriff Doug Chapman, it is now in full
force again. The duo figured that since they already performed security training for
area schools, churches would be in need also. On Saturday, March 2 there were four
churches represented by 13 people, ready to proceed with their Level 2 training. Be-
fore meeting at New Creation Church of Owosso, attendees participated in MILO
training at Baker College. MILO training is a virtual reality interactive experience to

experience different situations. Participants use controllers to navigate the program,
with different situations they may encounter in the real world.

There are three levels in this program: Level 1 includes time on the shooting range
and classroom training, Level 2 includes the MILO scenarios and also scenarios inside
a church and Level 3 includes participants running through scenarios in their own
church.

Sheriff Doug Chapman said, “We never have a shortage of officer volunteers to
help with training.” When addressing the volunteer from the churches, Chapman
said, “Thank you for taking the time to learn today. This program is very important
to me because my first responsibility is the community. This is the best way to keep
the county safe.”

STUDENTS THAT
participated in the 20th
Annual Celebration of
Youth Art Month with
the Shiawassee Arts
Center and Wendy’s
are, from left: Adalynn
(Ist grade), Ella (3rd
gradey and Owen
Osantoski (2nd grade).

(Courtesy Photo)

20th Annual Celebration
of Youth Art Month

The Shiawassee Arts Center is teaming up with Wendy’s restaurant of Owosso
for the 20th Annual Celebration of Youth Art Month. The “Under the Sea” pa-
per mache exhibit was created by kindergarten through 8th grade students dur-
ing the children’s after school art program at The Shiawassee Arts Center. The
exhibit will be on display throughout the month of March. Instructors for the
project were, Arts Education Director Linda Ruehle, Arts Education Assistant
Cora Walby and SAC Board Member Brian Bruff.

Participating students in kindergarten through the 8th grade include: Jolene Ar-
nett, Addison Balzer, Skylar Birchmeier, Michael Dwyer, Amora Ford, Kinsley
Friend, Frankie Gauthier, Beverly Kneale, Hank Kneale, Adalynn Osantoski,
Ella Osantoski, Owen Osantoski, Arianna Ross, Olivia Ross, Ben Sparks, June
Tenoff, Emerson Teremi, Harvey Teremi, Von Turhune and Marrah Zruna.

The Shiawassee Arts Center appreciates Wendy’s Restaurant for providing the
opportunity to showcase our youth art in our community.

SATURDAY, MARCH 16
Lireen Beer-Lauiness on i.1p

Eeuben Sandwich

Music H}'

The Hpi:"lu
1.,-'||1:.,-t Record
[} Bpm-Ll

SL NDAY, MA RCH 17

ALLYOU CAN EAT

CORNED BEEF BUFFET 516.99 e s osiy
Corned Beef, Cabbage, Carrols, Red Skin
Potatoes & Pistachio Bread

CORNED BEEF DINNER TO GO 514,99
REUBEN SANDWICH 51299

Green Beer-Guiness on Tap

Live Music by 7th Hour pm Doors Open ai Ham




